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Go Valley netballers 
After a nail biting semi-final 
match against Bowral Public 
School, KVPS Netball team were 
victorious 17 goals to 14.  
They have now made it to the GRAND 
FINALS of the South Coast Netball 
Knockout Competition.  
The sportsmanship, team work, and 
skills of the KVPS team are 
outstanding and they extend a huge 
THANK YOU to MARIELLA who 
has coached them to achieve at this 
level. They will play Jerrabomberra 
Public School in the finals and we 
wish them all the best. 
KVPS is also extremely grateful to 
their umpire, Helen McGuire, the 
president of the North Nowra Netball 
Club, who has given her valuable time 
to referee their games. 

Challenges met and challenges set 

Speaker’s challenge 

Shelley Hancock (Speaker of the 
NSW Parliament) in her role as 

patron, launching the Noah’s Ark 
Challenge. Details page 5 

Photograph top: No way was Olivia going to let her opponent pass. 
Bottom photograph: “The team” Back row from left: Gabrielle, 

Montana, Jemima, Erin, Olesia,Mariella (coach),  
Front row: Olivia, Lauren, Lily, Daisy. 
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The monthly community newspaper of Kangaroo Valley 

Kangaroo Valley Voice was originally established 
under the Small Towns Program (an initiative of the  
Department of Business & Regional Development). 
K.V. Voice Inc. aims to support & develop the Valley’s 
economic, social & communication infrastructure. The 
Committee & Assistants are all volunteers, who donate 
their time and expertise for the benefit of our readers. 
All Valley residents, clubs & organisations are invited to 
forward editorial submissions.  
The K.V. Voice is financially self sufficient due to 
income received from local businesses and advertising. 

DISCLAIMER 
The statements and opinions expressed in this publication are 
made in good faith by Kangaroo Valley community members. 
K.V. Voice Inc., Committee, volunteers and contributors do not 
take responsibility for any statements advertisement, notice, 
letter or opinions published. Such are published at the risk of the 
contributor,  who accepts liability for any intended publication. All 
contributors agree to indemnify the publisher and warrant that 
the material is accurate and is neither deceptive or misleading, 
in breach of copyright, defamatory or in breach of any laws.  

Letters to the Editor 
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The Editor 
 

A matter of opinion 
 

The next couple of years is bound to be an 
interesting time in our country’s history and, as 
we know, both side of politics have a history 
of some “under arm bowling”.  
I believe the August 2011 issue of the Voice 
had one of those under arm bowls in the form 
of the article “Our readers write: This time 
talking about taxes”.  
I believe the Voice should have one very 
important rule: No name- no story.  
If the “story” is a “cut and paste”  then the 
source material needs to be acknowledged. 
Kids at our schools are told from about Year 7 

(Continued on page 4) 

With the great news from our page one 
story about the success of the Kangaroo 
Valley Public School in the netball 
knockout, where they have reached the 
final 16 teams out of 2000 who were in 
the competition at the start, combined 
with our page three articles on more 
footpath construction, the ninth annual 
Buster Keaton Festival and the return to 
the Valley of previous owners of The 
Friendly Inn, it is apparent that there is a 
lot of positive activity in the Valley at the 
moment, (merely echoing past decades of 
the Valley’s resolute energy and 
diversity), protected as we are from “big 
city attitudes” and the steady stream of 
self interested, small minded pomposity 
from Canberra masquerading as national 
politics. 
The footpath construction project continues 
the contribution by this community (or at 
least the hard working volunteers) to the 
infrastructure requirements of a relatively 
small but resolute populace. 
Time for a review. 
The netball court was built by volunteers and 
will now host the final of the South Coast public 
schools knockout tournament on Thursday 
Spetember 1 at 11-30 am. 
It will be grand occasion for the players and the 
pupils as the Valley 100 plus school enrolment 
takes on Jerrabomberra School, which has a 
pupil register of more than 1000 children. 
It is to be hoped that many Valley residents will 
be able to make it to the game to give support. 
Should the team overcome this hurdle they make 
their way into the State playoffs. 
This success follows another good showing in 
the Techno Push event (see page 23). 
We are pleased in this issue to have reports from 
Scots College Glengarry and the pre-school in 
addition to the Public School. 
Another group of Valleyites have united in 

establishing the format of a new event the 
Noah’s Ark Challenge and they are hopeful 
that many other competitiors from the Valley 
will take part in this new event.  
See details page 5. 
We mentioned previously the Buster Keaton 
Festival (see page 3 and 29),always a fun event 
not to be missed, as is the Trivia night (with a 
wild west theme this year (page 9 and 48) and 
after that the Folk Festival a pantomime and 
evening of Carols, the options are endless and 
we strongly suggest that during the Folk 
Festival you catch the performance of the 
highly talented group (The Thirsty Night 
Singers) see our report on page 6). 
All these boundless opportunities to be 
involved, to see and be seen why it nearly 
brings on a swoon.It comes as no surprise that 
the efforts of today’s communtiy compares 
favourably with those of earlier years. 
In addition to the netball court, consider this 
list of things where the Valley collectively (or 
individual groups and associations) have acted 
decisively and effectively and not relied on 
council or government leadership or funding. 
The Community centre Ambulance facility, 
The Tennis Clubhouse, the footpath/cycleway, 
the BMX track and earlier the Bowling Club 
and there may be others. 
This illustrates the beating heart of a special 
community, privileged to live in Australias 
most beautiful valley with a serenity and 
stimulation from the magnificent environment, 
of towering escarpments, green fields, 
waterfalls and native bush. 
One thing else that we commend as worthy of 
your support is the A & H Society and the 
iconic Annual Show. 
In this issue (page 22) they are appealing to 
individuals, groups, property owners and 
businesses to consider taking a role for the next 
Show as a sponsor. 
You can participate in a minor or significant 
way in what is the major event, historically and 
currently on the social event calender of the 
Valley. We hope you can assist.     Carl Leddy 

Bouquets aplenty 
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Thursday 18 August 2011 was a crisp 
sunny day in old Sydney town.  
A great day to buy a pub.  
The auction of the Friendly Inn was held in Pitt 
St and was second in a list of nine properties to 
go under the hammer that day.  
When the first auction started, there were about 
50 people in attendance.  
The first property, in Bondi Junction, was 
passed in at $2.02m.  
The auctioneer talked up our historic pub well 
and by the time bidding started, there was 
standing room only with a number of rows of 
people standing at the back of the room, eager 
to see the proceedings.  
Bidding opened at 10:52 and was slow to get 
off the ground with the initial bid being $1.4m. 
There were four contenders in the room.  
26 bids and eight minutes later, we had a new 
owner of the Friendly Inn with the property 
sold for $2.01m.  
In a show of how popular the auction was, the 
majority of the people in the room left as soon 
as it was done-and-dusted.  
As it turns out, the new owner is the next 
generation of a previous owner of the Inn. 
The Thompson family of Berry have a long 
affiliation in this area having owned the Great 
Southern Hotel in Berry for more than ten 

Friendly Inn returns to Thompson family hands 
By Valley Voice special reporter Allan Lockyer 

years which they sold in 2007. 
They had also previously owned the Friendly Inn 
in the 80’s. 
The buyer on this occasion, on behalf of the 
family was Mr Peter Thompson, who said after 

the sale that his family was looking forward to 
taking a hands-on approach to running the 
hotel. 
Let's wish them all the best in making 'the 
local' everything it has the potential to be. 

After the Fourth Annual Kangaroo Valley 
Buster Keaton Silent Movie Show, back in 
2006, a satisfied audience member wrote: 
 

"Thank you for a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening ... Every so often I realised I was 
listening to a live pianist playing live music 

Council has given us the funds for this 
section of the work, providing I was 
able to get a volunteer group to do the 
pour.  
We certainly greatly appreciate the KV 
Community spirit once more coming to 
the fore and chipping in to help. 
Weather permitting the section outside the 
Church property should be finished by 
Ausgust 26 and then we will concentrate on 
completing the section near Jarrett’s Lane. 
RTA has constructed the new guard rail there 
and Council has said they would fund the path 
in that section and we will have to find the 
funds for the last 100 metres or so.  
Thanks to Dave Selby, Keith Learn, Bruno 
Henke, Laurie Barton, Bob Dunn, Paul 
Williams, Gavin Robinson, Andrew Paterson, 
Bryan Barger, Russell and Ben for turning up 
at 7 a.m. on a cool foggy morning to make it 
happen. 

Ron  Bower 

Village footpath nearly finished 

Buster Keaton, the 
ace Detective returns 

and the wow factor seeped through my body and 
made me feel so lucky to be exposed to this level 
of talent and generosity." 
 

This year's show, on Saturday October 1, is the 
ninth on the trot. Again, pianist Robert Constable 
will trot over from Auckland to accompany 
classic Keaton, this time the 1924 comedy 
"Sherlock Jr." 
 

In addition, we'll see scenes from Raymond 
Longford's 1919 cinematic version of C. J. 

Dennis's epic and much-loved poem "The 
Sentimental Bloke". 
 

There's a song, called "The Curse of an Aching 
Heart", in this film. As it's a silent film we 
can't, of course, hear it. But we're fixing that: 
stepping up to the microphone will be Patsy 
Radic and the Thirsty Night Singers. 
 

Keaton was a master of pure, physical comedy, 
with “Sherlock Jr.” being one of the best 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Letters to the Editor (continued) 

Special notice 
 

The Kangaroo Valley 
General Store and 

Newsagency  
will now be closing  

at 5 pm  
each day 

up that if they copy their answers from the net 
than they will receive a failure for their 
assignment.  
Cutting and pasting what would appear to be 
American Tea Party material and printing it in 
the Voice without any acknowledgement is not 
something I would encourage.   
 

My grandmother on my mother’s side was 
born in the 1890’s.  
Due to the early death of her husband she 
raised five young children by herself in the 
1920s and 1930s.  
She did not stay at home nor did she 
receive  help from the Government as none 
was available.  
If she was alive today I don’t believe she 
would have found the article to be either 
historically accurate or humorous.  
 

My grandmother on my father’s side was also 
born in the 1890’s.  
She also lost her  husband at an early age 
and  raised five young children by herself in 
the 1920s & 1930s.  
She did  stay at home and also received no help 
from the Government as none was available. 
The down side for this family was that, at age 
14, you had to leave school and get a job to 
help pay the mortgage .  
My father’s eldest  sister at the age of 14 and a 
couple of months had one of her arms crushed 
in a machine at the factory where she had 
started work.  
The factory’s machines needed to be regularly 

(Continued from page 2) 

cleaned, but to stop the machines for cleaning 
would have meant the loss of production, so 
instead the company employed young children 
for the job as they were normally fast and 
nimble.  
No doubt the factory owner had a good life, for 
there were few taxes to pay, no troublesome 
OH&S laws and there was always more children 
if you needed them.  
If my father’s sister was alive today  I don’t 
believe she would have found the article to be 
either historically accurate or humorous.  
 

Maybe I am a weird Australian but I am proud to 
say that I pay taxes and I am more than happy 
that the money raised goes to help build our 
schools, hospitals, nursing homes etc. 
 

I am also proud to say that I want a carbon tax.  I 
trust our scientists and  what they are saying and 
therefore I do not believe that doing nothing is an 
option. 
Cheers 
 

Mike Gorman 
Editor’s note 
Our readers (writers/correspondents) are 
normally identified, but not in this case, as it was 
forwarded by one of my friends who had received 
it from someone else, so I could not have named 
anyone and thought the piece was more 
informative and humorous rather than political. 
It was not sent by a political party. 
We accept the view that it could have been seen 
as “having a go” and it probably was, not on 
carbon tax per se, but about the general growth 
of increasing tax measures and rates. 
I appreciate your concerns and will be a more 
vigilant if similar pieces surface in the future. 

The Editor  
 
Ellie’s Story 
 
Ellie was on death row at the Penrith pound.   
She only had hours left to live but thankfully she 
then became a rescue dog.   
A wonderful caring person fostered her until I 
came along to give her a good home.   
Lucky me.  Ellie had one problem, she didn’t 
know how to behave towards other dogs, she 
didn’t know how to meet and greet.   
With her it was more like meet and eat. eat!
Thankfully Keith with his wonderfully calm 
greyhound Nova came to the rescue.   

For six months we would meet every morning 
hail rain or shine and walk around the oval. 
Ellie would nearly pull my arm out of the 
socket.   
Each time she saw Nova she would spin at the 
end of her lead like a fish but in time we were 
able to walk around the oval in a civilised 
manner. 
Unfortunately my friends’ as well as my 
sister’s dogs were at the wrong end of Ellie and 
got hurt.   
I am sorry Brodie, Buffy and Indie.  
Thankfully no vet trips involved. 
A big heart felt thank you to every one who 
helped in Ellie’s training.   
She is now so much improved.   
She also has two doggie friends she runs 
around with and plays with;  Livvie and 
Bronte. 
Thank you also to the two little fluff 
balls;  Sophie and Winnie who sometimes had 
Ellie lunge at them.   
It must have been so scary.   
Pamela thank you so much for taking me all 
the way to Penrith to pick up Ellie.   
Thanks to everyone who had faith in Ellie and 
me. 

Lots of love from  
Elke and Ellie. Looking 

to lease  
a horse/

horses 
 

For experienced  
11 year old female rider to ride at 
Kangaroo Valley Pony Club. 

Would love other opportunities to 
ride for adult rider and 8 year old. 
 

Please call Natalie  

0421248753 Written & authorised by Joanna Gash MP 
24 Berry Street  NOWRA   2541 

Getting the Job Done! 

My office is open 8am to 6pm Monday to 
Friday and is located at 

24 Berry Street, Nowra 2541 
Ph: 4423 1782   Fax: 4423 1785 

joanna.gash@aph.gov.au 
www.joannagash.com.au 

Joanna Gash MP 
Federal Member for Gilmore 

 

May I help you? 
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Some of the Committee  
Back Row - Jeff Levey, Victoria Levey, Peter Still, Belinda Watson. Front Row - Vittoria 

Borazio, Karen Harrison, Liz Aitken, Mary Anne Vanzwan, David Brinson 

Shortly after retiring to beautiful 
Wattamolla I was asked by a neighbour 
to become involved with fund raising 
for Noah’s Ark (Noah’s).   
I was not exactly at a loose end but was 
keen to become involved with the local 
community.   
I visited Noah’s in Nowra, a small centre 
providing special services to very young 
children with disabilities.   
I was quickly convinced that I wanted to 
contribute to this extraordinary centre both as a 
volunteer and as a fund raiser. 
The question was how to raise maximum 
dollars.   
I was fortunate to have met a talented group of 
locals both from Kangaroo Valley and 
Wattamolla.  
At an initial meeting we decided that that it 
was imperative to develop a sustainable fund 
raiser that would become an annual event and 
thus provide ongoing funds for Noah’s.  
The fund raiser would be a team Adventure 
Race, and this wonderful group became the 
fund raising committee for “Noah’s Challenge” 
Keeping Families Afloat.  
They are: Belinda Watson, David Brinson, 
Karen Harrison, Chris and Bronwyn Petersen, 
Liz Aitken, Bob Morris, Peter Still, Di 
McNamee, Vittoria Borazio, Norris Ingrisch, 
Jeff Levey and more recently Mary Anne 
Vanzwan.   
I was fortunate that my committee not only had 
Adventure Race experience but collectively 
owned amazing skills to organise and run such 
an event.  
Noah’s Challenge is a short course Adventure 
Race which includes a short run, mountain 
biking, canoeing and orienteering.   
The course will take between 2-5 hours to 
complete and will suit all comers; from those 
who would like to have a go at something more 
than a fun run to those who want to challenge 
the clock. 
This year has been an enormous learning curve 
and has entailed many hours of hard work.  
The committee has, for the most part been 
driven by Vittoria Borazio.   
Vittoria, having previously been the Chief 
Operating Officer for Father Chris Riley’s  
Youth off the Streets, has brought a wealth of 
experience to the team. 
In order to promote Noah’s Challenge it was 
important to attract well known personalities to 
champion our cause.   
We are most fortunate that The Hon. Shelley 
Hancock, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
and MP for the South Coast, agreed to be our 
Patron and Jackie “O” and Zoe Binder have 
become Ambassadors.  
On August 5 Noah’s challenge was officially 
launched.  
The launch was held at the Shoalhaven 
Campus of the University of Wollongong and 
was well supported by HMAS Albatross, our 
sponsors Ray White, Raytheon, AHA South 
Coast and Councillors Watson and Kearney.  
There were also many local supporters from 
Kangaroo Valley.  

When was the last time you challenged yourself? 
Our Patron the Hon. Shelley Hancock was our 
guest speaker and we were thrilled when she 
presented a cheque from the Department of 
Disability Services for $10.000.   
Our Ambassador Zoe Binder was also in 
attendance and although Jackie could not attend 
she had previously visited Noah’s and WIN TV 
pre recorded the visit which was shown on WIN 
TV news. 
Noah’s Challenge is now a reality and the event 
takes place on October 15 at West Street Oval in 
Nowra.   
We are now busy attracting team entries and 
would like to encourage mountain bikers, 
runners, canoeists and anyone who would like to 
have fun, to have a go.   
Noah’s families are challenged in extraordinary 
ways every day, so face a challenge for just one 
day and make a difference to Noah’s special 
children. For more information and to enter 
Noah’s Challenge, go to our website at  

www.noahschallenge.com.au 

Victoria Levy Zoe Binder: an ambassador for Noah’s Ark  
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Fudge Addiction: 
Mixed pieces 
Beaming with Health: 
Tea canisters 
T h t

The Australian and Decorative  and 
Fine Arts Society welcomes Dr Sophie 
Oosterwijk MA PhD who is presenting 
a lecture entitled “The Last Dance: The 
Danse Macabre in Medieval and 
Renaissance Art” at 7.30 p.m. on 
Thursday September 15.  
The venue for this lecture is NOT at the 
usual venue but will be at the Nowra 
Players Theatre in Bomaderry.  
The Danse Macabre presents us with an image 
of Death summoning everyone to his dance: 
man and woman, rich and poor, young and old 
– all must accept the invitation, thus showing a 
cross section of medieval society.  
Death mocks the upper classes for their dislike 
of his uncouth music (often bagpipes!) or his 
female victims for their concern about their 
appearance in the female version of the danse. 
Full of irony are also the famous woodcuts by 
Hans Holbein the Younger published in 1538. 
Visitors are welcome  to ADFAS lectures at a 
cost of $20 which includes a light supper. 
On the following day, Friday September 16 ,at 
10 a.m. Dr Oosterwijk will speak on The Art 
and Times of Hieronymus Bosch at a Special 
Interest Day, also at the Nowra Players Theatre 
and costing $50.  
This will include three lectures interspersed 
with morning tea and a two course lunch.   
To book for this day phone 4234 4384.  
Please remember the change of venue for the 
Thursday evening lecture. 

Cecily Hewitt 

ADFAS takes to the stage 

Saturday August 20 was a wet and 
dismal day in the Valley, but in no way 
was the weather going to dampen the 
spirits of those who were fortunate 
enough to enjoy a special concert by the 
Thirsty night singers.  
From the first offering by the male members of 
the choir to the second encore which was a 
repeat of the difficult performance piece 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” the evening was a tour 
de force and an outstanding delight. 
Generously hosted by Mike and Kathy Gorman  
in their home and in a room of exceptional 
acoustics, the audience gave the group a 
standing ovation in response to a completely 
satisfying performance of the following songs. 
 

The choir will be performing at the Kangaropo 
Valley Folk Festival in October. 

Don’t miss them!                    
 

 Carl Leddy 

The program 
A-Rovin:  
The Shoop Shoop 
Song:  
Short People 
Teach Your 
Children:  
In This Heart: 
Bohemian 
Rhapsody:  
Shut the Gate: 
And So It Goes: 
Hey Ho Cook and 
Rowe:  
Father's Song 
I Will:  
Mad World:  
The Irish 
Blessing. 

 
 

Above: The Thirsty Night singers:  
left to right: 

Peter Stanton (bass);  
Janette Carter (alto); 
 Peter Morgan (bass);  

Patsy Radic (alto);  
Nadia Intihar (soprano) 

Martin Wesley-Smith (tenor);  
Nell Britton (soprano);  

Thirsty night singers are a class act 



September  2011  Kangaroo Valley Voice    www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 7 

As Chair of the Road Action Group, I 
was recently invited to address a 
seminar of senior RTA managers on the 
topic of “community consultation”.  
The invitation was based on an RTA view that 
their experiences in Kangaroo Valley represent 
the worst and the best examples of 
consultation, a view many of us share.  
I took the opportunity to speak about the 
“decide and defend” process adopted by RTA 
staff when they cut down 96 trees on Moss 
Vale Road in 2007 and the much more genuine 
“listen and learn” approach that has seen a 
successful resolution of differences over the 
restoration of Hampden Bridge. 
Many will remember the total frustration our 
community experienced at the RTA’s approach 
to the removal of the trees, described by The 
Valley Voice at the time as “disdain, deception 
and distortion”. 
The process of community consultation about 
Hampden Bridge couldn’t have been more 
different.  
From the RTA’s initial proposal to close the 
bridge from 8 am to 4 pm on weekdays, we 
worked our way openly and collaboratively 
through information sharing, public meetings, 
consideration of alternate proposals, discussion 
and negotiation until we reached a satisfactory 
compromise.  
Successful consultation also means the 
community needed to be clear about our 
objectives, and the Road Action Group was 
expanded to include wide representation, 
ensuring RAG was aware of all concerns and 
giving us some confidence that we could 
propose alternatives that had community 
support. 
The closures between 6pm and midnight, 3 
mid-week nights, have largely met the 
community’s concerns about conducting our 
business and living our lives without major 
disruption, while also ensuring the restoration 
work proceeded.  
From all feedback, the timetable is working 
well and judging by the numbers of people 
using the shuttle bus (around 200 each week) 
most people are continuing with their normal 
activities.  
It was also interesting to hear the warmth and  
 

Listening and 
learning 

SPRING  
PROMOTION 

1 FREE F2 FRUIT TREE  

"The future of fruit" 
with any 3 fruit trees puchased 
 

Limited offer 
 

THE VILLAGE 
GREEN NURSERY 

 

   44651533 

affection that the RTA’s engineers have for 
Hampden Bridge, which is regarded as a jewel 
amongst that RTA’s assets.  
On his recent retirement, Kevin Kennedy, the 
RTA’s Southern Region Bridge Maintenance 
Planner was presented with a Hampden Bridge 
cake (see photo above).   
Apparently bridge engineers become really 
absorbed by bridges and maybe it is not so 

surprising to know that, like us, they are proud 
of Hampden Bridge and committed to 
preserving its history and beauty. 
More information and pictures of the work are 
on the RTA’s website www.rta.nsw.gov.au/
roadprojects/projects/south_eastern_region/
hampden_bridge/pm_update.html 

 

Wendy Caird 
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We welcome all  
contributions from our 

readers to  
 

thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 

VIEW Club 

 
 
 
 

Airport Transfers • Winery Tours • Corporate Travel • 
Weddings • Theatre, Opera, Sporting Events •  

Sydney, Canberra & Southern Highlands 
Vehicles for all occasions 

 
 

At Your Service  
24hours a day & 7 days a week 

 
Contact HCHC  

M: 0400 921 239   
 

E: info@hchc.com.au • W: www.hchc.com.au 

Old friends and new friends gathered at 
the Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club for 
the August lunch and meeting.  
We did not have a guest speaker but 
instead looked back at the first 12 years of 
the Kangaroo Valley VIEW Club history.  
Down through the years the publicity officers 
have kept a scrap book with photos and 
newspaper articles.  
At one point June Holdaway became the 
custodian and we have her to thank for 
preserving and renovating this wonderful book 
of memories.  
The first date mentioned is 30th October 1987 
when about 30 women of the valley got 
together and decided to form a VIEW club. 
VIEW clubs started in 1960 to encourage 
women to have a voice-V; to expand interests-
I; to educate-E; women-W.  
The aim is also to raise funds for the Smith 
Family and provide women with an 
opportunity to run meetings and fund-raising 
events as well as invite speakers to their 
luncheon meetings.  
Each year four resolutions of social and 
political importance are considered by each 

group and their input discussed at the annual 
conference with the intention of taking these 
ideas further.  
An early luncheon venue was The Kangaroo 
Valley Bowling Club sporting some extremely 
striking brown wallpaper.  
The collection of photos show events at most 
other Kangaroo Valley venues.  
The photos in this book include many well-
known faces from the valley.   
The first year of the Kangaroo Valley VIEW 
club was 1988 and Kangaroo Valley VIEW 
club activities were publicised in The South 
Coast Register.  
There is a lovely photo which appeared in the 
South Coast register of four ladies: Ruth Ross, 
Lorna Smart, Dorothy Nixon and Betty Allen.  
There are photos of VIEW club ladies 
performing in the pantomimes Cinderella, 
Snow White and a play Bus Stop.  
These photos brought back many happy 
memories for those present and many ladies 
shared their special memories and often 
hilarious stories. 
The first President was Ros Mein.  
In 1990 Narelle Cochrane was our second 
president and she is still a member today. 
Many women over the years have held various 
positions and a lot of them are still members.  
Betty Allen’s memory is joining one year and 
being asked to fill a position the next. 
Unfortunately the rain flooded Betty in (again) 
and she was very disappointed to be unable to 
join us for this trip down memory lane.  
Betty was president from 1995 to 1997. 
Other photos are of mystery tours, garden 
parties and picnics.  

There is a photo of Joan Bray dressed in bright 
pink and showing lots of leg!  
Everyone always seems to having a good time. 
Many guest speakers have come from Kangaroo 
Valley.  
Food has also been a major theme.   
Carole McCallum remembers in the early years 
four well known valley ladies cooking lunch for 
the meeting and to her amazement a 
disagreement arising between them.   
Apparently it got physical! 
Other presidents at our lunch from this era were 
Norma Norris, Robyn Dale and Eileen Laughlin 
who are all still members. 
Jean Wilson read us some of her VIEW club 
poems and enjoyable day was had by all. 
The next luncheon meeting will be held at 
Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club on Friday 9th 
September 11.30 am for 12 noon.  
Karen Anstiss will be speaking about her 
organisation which offers work to people with a 
disability.  
Karen recently received an Australia Day Award 
as “Shoalhaven Citizen of the Year”. 
Members-if you are unable to come please phone 
Jan Starkey 4465 2080 or email 
jjstarkey@bigpond.com by 6 pm on the 
Wednesday before the meeting.  
It is necessary for us to provide the Bowling 
Club with accurate numbers. 
New members and guests are welcome.  

Please phone our president  
Margaret McLachlan  
4465 1946 for details.                               

 

Jeannette Dumbrell              
Publicity Officer 
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TRIVIA NIGHT -  
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 17–  
BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW!! 

 

The Kangaroo Valley P&C Trivia Night is one 
of the biggest events on the Valley Social 
Calendar. It’s a fun-filled night of socialising 
and friendly competition which has become 
legendary in our local community.  
 

It’s best explained as trivia with a twist.  
Every year the creative parents and citizens of 
Kangaroo Valley Public School choose a 
theme for the night and then work tirelessly to 
put together an event that would make a 
professional proud.  
The idea is to create a venue where our trivia 
players experience something out of the 
ordinary: they can dress up in theme; answer 
well researched questions; have the 
opportunity to catch up with old friends or 
make new ones; have a beer or wine and just 
have a great time with lots of laughs.  
This year we are going Wild Wild West.  
 

Our Trivia night has 8 rounds of questions 
which include a video clip round, continuous 
questions and the chance to win bonus points 
for your team. Running scores are projected 
onto a screen for all to see and the competition 
is serious.  
Go up against some of the most seasoned and 
enthusiastic trivia players in the Shoalhaven by 
booking a table and asking 8 or 10 of your 

friends (or people you would just like to get to 
know better) to join you.   
If you can’t get a whole team together let us 
know at the time of booking and we will join you 
up with another group to fill a table.  
The $30 ticket includes your Trivia Game Bag 
with everything in it that you will need to play 
and win and get extra points for your team.  
The ticket price also includes tea, coffee and 
supper and some great entertainment. Wine and 
beer can be purchased at the bar, but bring your 
own food and nibbles for your table to share. 
 

During the night there will be the chance to bid 
on some fantastic auction items. Bidding on the 
silent auction will continue through the evening 
until just after interval.  
There will also be other opportunities to win big 
and take home a bargain.  
Up for grabs this year are: great gardening and 
landscaping packages; a $300 voucher from 
Kangaroo Valley Rural Supplies; dinner for six 
to be served at your home by Caterina (one of the 
Valley’s best chefs); a chance to get up close and 
personal with the penguins of Sydney with Dr 
Lisa O’Neill; a weekend for up to nine people at 
magnificent Cunjarong Point; a family getaway 
with ocean views at Narooma; a Golfing Package 
including accommodation at Kangaroo Valley 
Country Club; a Sydney Harbour Bridge Climb; 
a French gourmet hamper; passes to museums 
and theatres; vouchers for hair styling, massages, 
chimney sweeping, car services, dog grooming, 
writing and editing, groceries from Kangaroo 
Valley General Store and much, much more. 

Rumour has it that there might also be an 
original Hampden Bridge timber (recently 
removed during the bridge works) up for 
auction as well! 
 

All the money raised will be spent to make our 
school a better learning environment for the 
children of Kangaroo Valley. We also, when 
we can, assist worthy causes relevant and 
beneficial to our greater community. 
 

So come join your community at one of the 
best annual events in Kangaroo Valley. 
Booking is easy - just ring John Bacon at the 
Red Shed on 4465 1082. See you all there! 

Enough hootin’ and hollerin’ – let’s get down to business! 

Wild West man—Jack Kenny 
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services at berry:  
•            physiotherapy 
•            hydrotherapy 
•            falls prevention 
•            home visits 

services at gerringong  
are the same as at berry plus: 
•             womens’ health/continence 
• massage therapy 
• dry needling 
• gym membership 
• psychology 
• exercise programs 
• podiatry 

physiotherapists 
mark burns 
belinda henry 
barbara peattie 
pat moore 
doug moore 
alison crofts 

massage therapists 
laura stoertz 
luke bartolomei 
 

psychologist 
janine gent 
 

podiatrist 
nathan wolhuter 

for all appointments please call gerringong on   4234 4666 

Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival is 
coming up!  It runs from 3pm Friday 21 
October to 5pm Sunday 23 October.  
Many locals are performing at this 
year’s festival, but there are lots of 
other ways to be involved. 
1. Volunteer 
A minimum of 6 hours volunteer work entitles 
you to a free weekend pass.  Some volunteer 
jobs:  set up before or pack up after the 
festival, ticket office, check wristbands at 
venues, bar (RSA required), waste team, venue 
management, traffic control. 
 

2.  Billet a Performer 
In return for offering a bed and 
breakfast to one or more 

homeless performers, you will receive a free 
weekend ticket for your family. It’s a great 
chance to be involved with the festival and to get 
to know some of the performers. 
Accommodation is needed for the nights of 
Friday 21 and Saturday 22 Oct, with some 
possibly staying Sunday night as well. 
 

3. Join the Organising Committee 
We have a dynamic committee of 12, but we can 
always use more helpers to ensure the festival 
goes from strength to strength. 
 

4. Advertise in the Festival Program 
With over 1000 visitors to the festival it’s a great 
opportunity to advertise local businesses.  
Contact Stuart Leslie 0412288923 
 

5. Buy a Ticket 
The best way to enjoy the festival is to buy a 
season ticket and immerse yourself in music for 
the whole weekend.  For only $80 you can see up 
to 35 concerts over the weekend, or you might 
like to join in some of the hands-on music or 

dancing workshops.  
Kids under 12 are 
free and have their 
own festival with 
concerts and a craft 
tent. Youth season 
tickets (age 12-20) 
are only $25. If you 
can’t spare the 
whole weekend, we 
have day, afternoon 
and evening tickets.  
For a full list of 
ticket prices, 

including discounted earlybird tickets, visit 
www.kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au. 
How do the Tickets Work? 
Tickets are purchased on line or at the gate.  You 
will be given a coloured wristband which will 

Be part of the Folk Festival! entitle you to go 
anywhere in the 
festival site and 
attend any concert or 
workshop.  You can 
come and go from 
the site as you 
please.  This year the 
festival site will be 
only be open to 
ticketholders. 
Festival Highlights 
A stellar array of 
over 50 local and 
visiting acts 
including The Pigs, 
Frencham Smith, Big Erle, Thirsty Night 
Singers, The Original Snakeskins, Badja Bush 

Band, The Glorious 
Mudsingers, Andy 
Gordon and many more.  
From Scotland we have 
the dynamic folk duo 
Tattie Jam. 
Other highlights include: 
kid’s festival, art & 
craft, poets’ breakfast, 
bush poetry competition, 
festival bar, bush 
dances, music and dance 
workshops, blackboard 
concerts, street 
performers, market 
stalls. 

 

It’s Not Just Folk Music 
The festival presents a wide range of music to 
satisfy everyone’s taste, including traditional 
folk, contemporary folk, bluegrass, country, 
blues, indie and world music. 
 

For everything you need to know about the 
festival and to volunteer or buy tickets, visit 
www.kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au or 

phone Alison Smart 4447 5663. 
 

Big Erle 

Kangaroo Valley Post Office 

Stationery 
 

Ink cartidges 
 

 
Planet Ark recycling 

Think 
globally 
Transact 
locally 
 

Bendigo 
Bank 
 

CBA 
 

NAB 
 

St George 
 

IMB 
 

Illawarra 
C.U. 
 

Teachers 
C.U. 
 

Police C.U. 
 

Visa Cr 
 

Mastercard 
Cr 
 

+ 70 more 
financial 
institutions 
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appeals that we ran earlier in the year and it is 
great to report that your contributions have 
been added to the greater pool and contributed 
to aid in Japan, Indonesia and to the victims in 
Queensland and Victorian floods. 

Jason Horton 

PERSONAL OR BUSINESS 
STORAGE /WAREHOUSE FACILITIES 

Now available in Kangaroo Valley! 

Conveniently located, secure, affordable 
Large roller door access, fully lockable, 

36 and 72 sq m, smaller areas also available 
Suitable for tradesperson’s depot, business equipment/stock, furniture,  

boat or caravan storage, 
Call Cathy on 44651 540 or 0438 651 540 

 

 
DON”T MISS OUT…LIMITED UNITS AVAILABLE 

One looks at the calendar and realises 
that time is passing by very quickly.   
It will not be long and the silly season 
starts for us in Lions World. 
 

In July we had a charming guest speaker to talk 
to us about living with Parkinson’s.   
I suppose until Merillia Parera, our guest 
speaker, started talking I don’t think any of us 
realised just what living with Parkinson’s was 
like.   
Merillia came on the high recommendation of 
Courtney Clark and we are most grateful for 
this.  The club has decided to try and include a 
few guest speakers at their meetings and the 
one in August was Cecily to talk about her new 
book and also what it is like to raise an autistic 
child.  If you think you might like to come 
along and hear one of the presenters touch base 
with our friendly Lion Tamer, Carolyn Green. 
Also at the last meeting one of our new 
members, but long time participant in Lions 
Margaret Griffiths was also awarded Kangaroo 
Valley Lion of the Year for 2010/11.   
Margaret has done a great job building the 
local Youth of the Year quest to a high 
standard and managed to organise last years 
quest from her sick bed.   
We have been discussing the issue of the pool 
cover for the last few months and council has 

come back to us with a recommendation that we 
do not proceed.   
Reasons given by council include the health and 
safety aspect of the cover and the experience that 
they have had at their other pools.   
The money raised by the raffle and various other 
fundraising has been used to purchase a new lane 
rope in the pool.   
This lane rope was considered an appropriate 
way to put the money raised into the pool, as was 
the intent of your support.   
Council have made a couple of other suggestions 
that we are investigating 

In the next couple of weeks you will see a little 
activity in the pool area as we are getting it in top 
form for the coming season.  The tree planting 
program is coming along well and after all of the 
storms there is plenty of scope to plant a few 
more trees to ensure we do our bit in the Lions 
Million Trees program. 
Kangaroo Valley has recently decided due to age 
and timing constraints that they will no longer 
maintain the BMX track.   
Council has agreed to take over the maintenance 
effective immediately.  The club didn’t want to 
make that decision but felt that this was the best 
way to have the gateway to our village look its 
best. 
The Kangaroo Valley community has been very 
generous in their donations to the disasters 

‘ALADDIN and the MAGIC LAMP’  
– a pantomime by Sean Kramer 

Another great pantomime has been written and 
is to be performed at the Kangaroo Valley 
Community Hall, 2 pm and 6 pm on Saturday 
December 17, 2011 – note your diaries for this 
fun show. Once again, all proceeds raised will 
be donated to the KV Pre-School. 
This years’ cast will again feature all Kangaroo
(vaude)villains. Jacinta, Patrick and Amelia 
Powell, Patsy Radic, Sean Kramer, Lance 
Brown, Dan Cole, Ron Burcher,  Dyami 
Kirwan, Libby Turnock, and Patsy Robb. 
A great show for all ages, full of  laughs, 
villans and song – stay tuned!  

Lance Brown 
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They brought face 
paints and we had a 
wonderful time 
becoming Butterfly 
Fairies, Tigers, Cats , 
and even Spiderman!  
 

 David Gazzard has 
kindly donated 
Gazanias from his 
garden to make our 
front garden lovely 
for spring.  

 

Big thank yous to 
David and to 
Bunnings. With your 
generous help our pre 
school is growing 
more and more 
beautiful!  

 

The children have 
been learning about 
keeping safe.  
Holding hands with a 

grown up when 
they are out and 
about is important 
for their safety, 
especially near 
roads.  
The children 
delighted in 
painting their 

parent’s 
hands to 
make a 
big hand 
print, 
then they 
painted 
their own 
hands to 
make a 
little  

Preschool News 
Volunteers from Bunnings came to our 
pre school to plant a beautiful garden 
for us to celebrate National Tree Day on 
Friday 29th July.  

They tidied up the area outside the pre 
school near the back shed.  
Instead of looking out over the septic tank to 
the old shed, we now look out the window and 
see a beautiful garden complete with bird bath, 
flower pots and stepping stones.  

Our most welcome volunteers 

Our beautiful new view 

That tickles 

Bluey the cat 

Dougall 
The tiger in the tree 

JJ and Charlotte 

hand print on top 
to make “holding 
hands” posters. 
Fund raiser:  
Toy catalogues are 
available at pre 
school or at the 
post office.  
The  Pre school 
receives 20% of 
the value of all 
orders in vouchers 
to spend at these 

toy companies.  
If the orders we submit 
reach a set goal, we 
also receive extra toys. 
(Last year we received 
some lovely new 
puzzles and games, as 
well as being able to 
restock our art and 
craft supplies.)  

 
Orders are due 
back at pre 
school by Friday 
September 16. 

Hand printing 

Ruby and Bruce 

Face painting 

Isabelle 

V & A.K. Winch 
Rural Contractors 

Over 25 years industry experience 
 

*          All forms of rural fencing          *      Enclosed gardens 
*          Slashing—Spraying                      *      Bridges and jetties 
*          Stables & day sheds                   *      Cattle yards and horse arenas 
*          Property management               *      Vineyards 
*          Rural consultancy                       *      Water carting 
*          Chem Cert accredited 
 

 

Vincent 0427 898 863 
Sean 0458 233 699 
Ph: 02 4465 1448 

 

ABN 890 440 920 83 
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even older log.  
And here is a 
perfect example of 
such a seat, 
functional, 
attractive and full of 
character. It is right 
on the edge of a 
path where there is 
enough light to 
create colour, and 
the pinhead red caps 
of yet another 
fungus wave across 
its lace-like texture, 
a layered skirt 
hanging 
around its 
base.  
Perhaps it 
would earn 
a place in 
the current 
Lace 
Exhibition 
at the 
Powerhouse 
Museum, 
where lace 
is defined as 
‘a 
decorative, 
openwork 
fabric in 
which the pattern of spaces is as important as 
the solid areas’.  
The pattern of spaces may be somewhat 
random for the purposes of the exhibition and 
maybe not yet extensive enough, but it is 
certainly a work in progress.  
It is just waiting for someone to sink onto it 
and look around the surrounding bush, eyes 
open for more examples of bush art.  
All these wonderful art works are in our own 
bush or that of our neighbours.  
How many more there must be throughout the 
Valley, many already known to those who 
have looked, and others still waiting to be 
discovered? 

 

Reflections 

by Jenelle Brangwin 

Open 7 days a week 7 am to 5 pm 

The trees are signalling this morning: a 
million Morse code messages of light 
flashing on and off as the night’s 
raindrops are shaken by the breeze and 
snapped by the sun.  
It is as though they are spruiking, luring 
customers into their own private world of 
magic and revelation, a world where 
nature can take on surprising forms that 
rival any of the man-made creations we 
sometimes pay an exorbitant amount to 
view and digest and maybe appreciate or 
maybe not. 
For within the bush is hidden a gallery of most 
amazing shapes and forms, installations that 
may have taken years to create, that came into 
existence not to be admired and assessed, but 
simply to be and then in some cases to slowly 
disintegrate.  
It is a changing exhibition, but one that viewers 
may have to wait years to observe the 
transformation. 
Of course, there is always a rational 
explanation for the way plants grow or rocks 
are formed, but when we wander deep into the 
bush and come across natural sculptures that 
really make us stop and stare and wonder at 
their creation we are not looking for 
rationality.   
Maybe it is the surprise of coming across 
something so unexpected that makes us pause 
and marvel, the discovery of a treasure hidden 
away for goodness knows how long, the 
delight in seeing with fresh eyes something 
that may have being lying dormant for ages 
until a curtain of foliage is suddenly pulled 
aside and there it is. 
A few weeks ago a few of us in a Landcare 
group were probing the bush around our place 
for privet that was invading an area of 
beautiful, natural rainforest.  
We pushed aside the vines hanging heavily 
from a gnarled, old sandpaper fig and found 
our privet.  
Dead already from an earlier Landcare 
incursion, it was still standing tall and straight, 

Bush Art Gallery 
stripped of foliage and small branches, but 
reincarnated as a living work of art.   
Almost the entire length of its trunk was 
decorated with hundreds of cream, shell-like 
fungi. Rows upon rows of them, climbing up and 
up, a stairway to heaven.  
I have been in that area several times before yet 
never seen it, but it must have been waiting like 
that for a long, long time.  
How many other spectacles are hidden away in 
the bush, maybe only metres away from a well-
worn path, that we haven’t seen because we 
haven’t really looked, or we haven’t looked with 
the right eyes?  
Sometimes a solid form can take on a completely 
different character in a viewer’s eyes.  
Behind our house, only fifty or so metres up in 
the bush but up a steep rise and hidden by thick 
undergrowth, is a wonderfully shaped rock I call 
Cleopatra’s Throne; it could have been sculpted 
for her.  

Framed 
by 
hanging 
vines and 
rainforest 
trees it 
would be 
a perfect 
receptacle 
to catch a 
shower of 
water 
cascading 
over its 
shoulders, 
a place of 
coolness 
and 
comfort 

on a hot day.  
We would love to have been able to move it the 
few metres down to our garden and set it up as a 
summer bath, but where it is in its natural setting 
it looks as though Cecil B. de Mille might have 
commissioned its sculpture for one of his epics – 
a setting of beauty and intrigue. 
And finally, in any gallery of bush craft you 
would be sure to find an old seat hewn out of an 
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Warwick and Antonia Deacock of 
Kangaroo Valley today received a 
Private Land Conservation Grant for 
outstanding conservation efforts on 
their property "Chakola". 
“Conservation on private properties is  

 
 
 
 

Invitation to enrol in the following courses with the  
Sustainable Grazing Program: 

LANDSCAN™ 
Starting Friday 26 August 2011 
Southern Highlands region 

‐ Skills to assess farm landscapes, 
land capability and soils 

‐ Learn how to conduct representative 
soil sampling 

‐ Learn how to manage and prevent 
soil erosion, acidity 

Cost:  $100 per property (normally $420). 
Duration:  LANDSCAN™ is a six‐session on farm course 

delivered over a 6‐month period. 

PROGRAZE™  
Commencing Monday 19 September 2011 

Southern Highlands region 
‐ Skills to manage productive and sustainable pastures 

‐ Learn to assess pasture quantity and quality 
‐ Develop grazing strategies for sustainable  

animal and pasture production 
Cost:  $220 per property (normally $650). 

Duration:  PROGRAZE™ is an eight‐session on farm  
course delivered over a 12‐month period. 

For more information and to enrol,  
please contact the Sustainable Grazing Project Officer  

Phone 02 4828 6646  
Email goulburn.office@industry.nsw.gov.au 

“Part of Warwick and Antonia’s property is 
protected under a conservation agreement and 
this grant will help them realise their plans for 
conservation on their own property,” said 
Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife Acting 
CEO Ms Susanna Bradshaw. 

Private Land Conservation Grants support 
owners of covenanted properties to conduct 
habitat or species conservation projects on their 
property.  
This year more than $99,000 was awarded to 29 
landholders with conservation agreements. 

 “The program acknowledges people who do 
conservation on their own land and supports 
them in their long term commitment to 
conservation. Warwick and Antonia will receive 
$2279 for weeding, revegetation and restoration 
work,” said Paddy Pallin Foundation Trustee, Mr 
Robert Pallin. 

"When we first purchased our property, a good 
local farmer said it was rubbish land, but we 
thought it was a gold mine.  
We are now beginning to see the importance of 
caring for the natural heritage of our property. 
This grant allows us to continue our conservation 
works," said Warwick Deacock. "Chakola" is the 
second oldest gazetted Wildlife Sanctuary in 
New South Wales.  
“Conservation on private properties is  

extremely important because most of the land 
in Australia is privately owned,” said the 
Wildlife Land Trust’s Michael Kennedy.  
“The protection of Australia’s native animals 
in their natural habitat is of great benefit to 
future generations.”  

“We are working in partnership with the 
Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife, the 
Paddy Pallin Foundation, the Wildlife Land 
Trust, the Diversicon Environmental 
Foundation and the Nature Conservation Trust 
of NSW to offer the grants," said the Office of 
Environment and Heritage Conservation 
Partners Program Manager, Dr Lynn Webber. 
"These grants are an effective way of working 
with the community to care for Australia’s 
natural and cultural heritage.” 

The Private Land Conservation Grants 
program has been offering grants to owners of 
covenanted properties since 2009.  

For the full list of this year’s grant recipients, 
visit www.fnpw.org.au.  

The next funding round will open early 2012. 
For further information: 

Contact Susanna Bradshaw at the Foundation 
for National Parks & Wildlife 
Phone: 02 9221 1949    Email: 
sbradshaw@fnpw.org.au 
 

Kangaroo Valley conservationist receives $2,279 to protect rainforest 

Shoalhaven City Council has recently 
employed the services of Arts 
Development Manager, Jill Farrar. 
Having previously studied Fine Arts at the 
University of Sydney and having attained 
a PHD in Communication Arts, Dr Farrar 
is looking forward to help growing the 
Arts and Cultural sector within the 
Shoalhaven region. 
 “The Shoalhaven is a vibrant, diverse 
community situated in a beautiful physical 
environment, which is also rich in visual and 
performing arts,” said Dr Farrar. 
“Helping the arts to flourish is good for 
everyone: it’s a creative outlet, it provides 

employment 
and business 
opportunities 
and it can be a 
great tourism 
drawcard. 
“I’m 
extremely 
passionate 
about 
encouraging 
local artists, 
local 
businesses 
and the 
community to 
develop a 

sense of what is unique to the culture of this 
area.” 
Previously employed as the Development 
Manager at Bundanon Trust, Dr Farrar also 
worked as the Media and Marketing Manager 
for the elite music organisation, the Australian 
Chamber Orchestra. 
Dr Farrar also has an extensive journalism 
career, having written extensively on the arts 
for a variety of publications including Vogue, 
Elle, Cleo and Good Weekend. 
Having lived in the Shoalhaven for a number 
of years Dr Farrar has been a member of 
Shoalhaven City’s Art Board and was also a 
member of the Arts Board Strategy 
Subcommittee which produced Shoalhaven 
City Council Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Strategy 2010-2014: smARTspaces. 
Dr Farrar would like to invite anyone 
interested in participating in the arts to contact 
the Shoalhaven City Arts Centre to receive 
regular updates on what’s happening in the 
region. 
 

For more details please call Dr Farrar on 4422 
0648 or log on to 
www.shoalhavenartscentre.com.au 

Shoalhaven Council’s new 
Arts Development Manager 
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The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley     149 Moss Vale Road 
Open 10 am till 4 pm each day.  thegallery@kangaroovalley.nsw.au  44 651 621 
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hand and a cool drink in the other, and tell the 
man where to dig.” 
Thank you to everyone who has so generously 
allowed us to visit their garden and ask 
questions, to everyone who has suggested things 
to do, to everyone who is now or has ever been a 
member of the 
Group and 
especially to Judy 
Inall who has been 
a wonderful 
supporter and a 
generous contact 
person for those 
who do not have 
email connections 
(that is a lot of 
time on the 
phone!) 
Good luck and 
may the weather 
be kind to your 
gardens and may 
you all get great 
pleasure from their 
beauty. 

 
Lee Sharam 

It’s a  
man’s  
world 

Bush walk on horseback 
through the rainforest 

& mountains of 
Kangaroo Valley 

Web site www.kangaroovalleyhorseriding.com 

The Man from Kangaroo Valley Trail Ride 

High country mountain ride 
Tel:  (02) 4465 1912 
24 Hillcrest View Lane 
Barrengarry 
NSW 2577 

Public notice 
Dr. Jeanette Keir MBBS (NSW),  

Has opened rooms at the Kangaroo Valley Community Centre (Ambulance Station). 

Hours 
Mondays 2-30 pm to 5-30 pm 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9-30 am to 12-30 pm  
and 2-3o pm to 5-30 pm 

Thursdays 9-30 am to 12-30 pm 
Consultations and house calls by appointment 

44 652 007 and 0467 492 524 
Please note the surgery will be closed for one week from  

Monday September 5, 2011. We will re-open Monday September 12. 

 

Kangaroo Valley 
 

Garden Group 

At the VIAGM this month it was 
decided that individual members 
would, on a rotating system, take 
responsibility for organising our 
gardening visits and activities.   
The Kangaroo Valley Garden Group 
began when Janette Gale said that there 
was enough grant money left to put a 
small ad in the Voice, so what did we 
think that the Valley community would 
like?   
Dawn Daly and I, passengers in the car at the 
time, suggested a garden group and then 
promptly forgot about it.   
But Janette is an example of the dictionary 
definition of proactive and the next thing I 
knew Audrey Rice rang to ask to become a 
member.   
“Of what?” I asked and she told me that there 
was an ad in the Voice asking anyone 
interested in forming a Garden Group to ring 
my number.   
That was nearly eight years ago and since then 
we have had more than 100 activities, many 
with more than 40 members attending, one 
with as few as four dedicated gardeners. 
I am about to hang up my secateurs as Garden 
group convener, as I have finally accepted that 
I agree with Charles Barr that “The best way to 
get real enjoyment out of a garden is to put on 
a wide straw hat, hold a little trowel in one 

In the late long ago a philosopher 
said:  "Know thyself."   
Was that the sum of his life's experience 
… know thyself?   
After years of starvation and study is that the 
best he could come up with.  
From my point of view, how could I not know 
myself.  I've been hanging around with me for 
as long as I can remember.   
Maybe what he meant was "know more about 
thyself,"because everything changes as you go 
along. 
For instance, I have become a sceptic or as the 
Americans would say: a skeptic.   
What can you expect from a country that spells 
colour without the U, nite for night and to 
listen to them speak you would think they lived 
in Merka.   
"I'm Merkin from the soles of my cowboy 

boots to the top of my stetson, I'm Merkin born 
and bred and there ain't nothin' better 'n that."   
I've just learned a bit more about myself, I'm a 
judgmental, sarcastic cynic. 
I have been a sceptic since that famous 
phrase:"All the way with LBJ."  
Yeah, right, who's paying the bus fare.   
For those of you who don't know, LBJ was the 
real Merkin.   
I think he was the original. 
I will admit to being a climate change sceptic.   
I have listened to the talk and the more I hear the 
more I realise that my scepticism is justified. 
They, those people up there, are not going to do 
anything about the climate apart from talk about 
it. 
I am very sceptical about teaching ethics in 
school.   
The students will study ethics from the time they 
are in Kindy to an exam in the HSC.   

Then they leave school after studying ethics for 
twelve years, join the work force and the first 
thing they have to do is forget any ethics, 
especially if they get into banking. 
Us old sceptics sit around and talk about the 
good old days.   
Well, I am such a sceptic, I look at the state of 
the world and believe that the good old days 
was last Wednesday.   
I can remember the real good old days, way 
back when crime in high places was getting 
mugged in Katoomba.   
Way back, when industrial waste was the 
rubbish left over after the Comalco picnic. 
Way back, when a corrupt copper was a bent 
penny.   
Way back when a joint was the sunday roast. 
That philosopher has a lot to answer for.   
If he hadn't suggested that I know myself, I 
would have been happy in my ignorance, 
instead I am deeply confused in my scepticism. 
The real philosopher in my life is the Leader of 
the Opposition.   
She thinks...therefore I am. 

Sean Kramer 

…. and it is goodbye 
from her and  

hullo to them! 

Kangaroo Valley Markets  
 

are held on the  
2nd Saturday every month 

8.30 am-2.30 pm 
 

with proceeds going towards the  
Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival.   

 
For more information contact  

Jane Richter 0402 635 785 or email 
 

 kvmarkets@gmail.com 
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“Our readers write”contributions  

are always welcome to 
 

thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
 

We thank Sandy for pesenting this material 
with the aim of better informing our readers 

withrespect to this major issue. 

The Climate Commission has recently 
published a report, The Critical Decade, 
emphasising that the decisions we make 
from now to 2020 will determine the 
severity of climate change our children 
and grandchildren experience.  
Accompaning their main report the 
Commission has prepared a brief (four 
page) statement on the key impacts of 
climate change for the Illawarra and NSW 
south coast region.  
Here are the highlights: 
 
1. Higher temperatures will increase the 
likelihood of large and intense fires.  
Average temperatures in NSW have risen by 
approximately 1oC since the 1950s along with 
the number 
of 
heatwaves 
and record 
hot days 
(Figure 1). 
Conditions 
for large 
and intense 
fires (low 
humidity, 
high winds 
and 
extreme 

temperatures) are likely to become more 
common by 2050, with intense fires projected to 
increase by up to 20%. To manage the situation, 
the Commission suggests that prescribed 
burnings will need to double or triple, “which is 
costly and comes with its own risks”. 
 

Figure 1. The number of record hot days at 
Australian climate reference stations is rising. 
 
2. Rising sea levels will exacerbate existing 
vulnerability of coastal towns and 
infrastructure in the Illawarra/NSW south 
coast region.  
Global sea levels are projected to increase by 
0.5m to 1.0 m this century. A sea-level rise of 50 
cm will increase frequency of coastal flooding; 1
-in-100 year events could occur every few 
months, damaging low-lying infrastructure and 

Figure 1. Source: Bureau of Meteorology  

eroding sandy beaches. A sea-level rise of 1.1 
metre would threaten hundreds of commercial 
buildings in the Wollongong and Shoalhaven 
areas and may affect 100-150 light industrial 
buildngs in Shellharbour. Wollongong has 
about 50 km of rail exposed to coastal 
flooding. 
 
3. Changing rainfall patterns and the risk of 
more intense rainfall events pose challenges 
for low-lying urban centres in the Illawarra 
and NSW south coast.   
With rising temperatures, a patten of more 
severe droughts and more intense rainfall 
events is likely to occur. The rainfall events 
will increase the risk of flooding, particularly 
in urban areas along the coast. 
 
4. Biodiversity will be at risk.  
The Illawarra region is home to 69 threatened 
animal species, including the green and gloden 
bell frog and southern brown bandicoot and 31 
threatened plant species. Rare and threatened 
species with small geographic ranges are 
particularly vulnerable to high temperature 
extremes, increased and more intense bushfires 
and changes to rainfall patterns. 
 

The Commission states that this decade is 
critical. To minimise risk of the above changes 
we need to start now to reduce our greenhouse 
gas emissions and move to clean energy 
sources. The longer we wait the more difficult 
and expensive it is to make the changes and the 
less chance we have of averting the risks.  
More details are available at: 
 <http://climatecommission.gov.au/topics/
illawarransw-south-coast-climate-change-
impacts/>                                                                                            Sandy Fritz 

Just 10 years to make a difference 

2001 Black Christmas fires in Royal National Park, NSW. 
Source: Newspix/Chris Hyde 
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Human interest stories, 
news and happenings  

from our  
Kangaroo Valley churches 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
It’s been an eventful month at the Church of 
the Good Shepherd.  
We’re delighted to see God powerfully at work 
in Kangaroo Valley.  
Another young lady in the Valley has decided 
to follow Jesus as her Lord and Saviour this 
month. Fantastic news!  
A few days after she made this decision her 81 
year old friend also decided to become a 
Christian. It’s never too late to commit your 
life into the caring arms of Jesus! 
Our music workshop night for our Valley 
youth was a great success.  
We had invited Jordan Worner from Carols in 
the Valley last year to visit our teenagers in 
KV. Another young bloke, Zac, spoke to the 
group about his faith in Jesus.  

in Kangaroo Valley Village  
will be open by appointment  
from September 2011  
Meet the Artist,  
view the Paintings  
and Ceramic Sculptures. 

 
 
Commissions 
taken  
for Dog 
Portraits  
and Sculptures. 
Ring: (02)44652062  for an appointment. 
 

Email: dawndaly @westnet.com.au 

 

Seniors accommodation 
Last year a survey was included in the Voice 
to ascertain if there was general support in 
principle for the establishment of some form 
of seniors’ accommodation in the valley.   
Three quarters of respondents were in favour 
of the idea.   
Since then I have convened several informal 
meetings of eight community members who, in 
their survey responses, expressed a willingness 
to investigate the feasibility of the proposal. 

We have contacted a number of organisations 
involved in the retirement home industry.  
Based on the information we have obtained, 
we feel it is now appropriate to form a steering 
committee to pursue the proposal further. 

Given the time which has elapsed since the 
survey was circulated and the possibility that 
not all interested persons may have responded 
to it, we would like to know if anyone, not 
already involved, is interested in joining a 
steering committee.   
If you are, please contact me as soon as 
possible by phone on 4465 1800 or by email at 
wombatgrange@bigpond.com.     Tony Barnett 

After that, the group had a long ‘jam session’ 
learning some new songs.  
Jordan came back to lead the music at our 10 am 
service. He sang beautifully and shared how he 
became a Christian at the age of 17. 
On Sunday August 28 The Bishop of 
Wollongong, Peter Hayward, came and spoke to 
both our congregations at 8-30 am and 10 am. 
We were excited to hear about the work God is 
doing around the Wollongong and Shoalhaven 
region.  
Peter grew up in the Shoalhaven and it was good 
to encourage a local boy! 
Our ‘Care and Share’ group on Thursdays at 1 
pm is enjoying its latest craft projects.  
Each week in term time craft lovers meet and do 
craft and also hear from God’s word.  
In other news, Josh Baglin and Fairlie Cusack (a 
young couple from Andrew’s former church at 
Mittagong) are to be married on Saturday 
September 3.    
From St Joseph's Church. 
Some of our children and the grandchildren of 
parishioners are preparing to receive the 
Sacraments on September 25. 

Congratulations to those who were accepted 
into Chevalier College for Year 7 in 2012. 
We are slowly getting used to a new translation 
of the Roman Missal - of the prayers, 
responses and chants we use at Mass. Old 
habits are dying hard - and reluctantly - for 
some.Fr Ronan has given a series of lectures 
on the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity to 
catechists, and in early September will be 
offering reflections at the annual retreat of the 
Australian Confraternity of Catholic clergy. 
Stephen and Szidonia Toth chose St Joseph's 
for their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
on August 28. Family and friends joined them 
at a Mass of thanksgiving and then for a 
delicious lunch at the Jing Jo Cafe. 
Peter McDonald and Jaye Frago will be 
married at St Joseph's on September 24. 
We will be sorry to farewell Adrian and 
Caroline Burton at their return to Sydney.  
They have been a great blessing to our 
community. 
We contributed to a special collection in the 
parish on August 7 for those suffering in the 
famine in Somalia. The $14,000 collected was 
sent to Caritas International for distribution. 
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Glengarry news 
The new intake of boys are well and truly 
settled in at Glengarry and enjoying the 
beautiful environment in Kangaroo Valley.  
Activities have taken them to Coolendel, 
Carrington Falls, Ben’s Walk, Thompson’s 
Point and paddling along Lake Yarrunga and 
Kangaroo River.  
The boys are learning to appreciate the 
wonders of the great outdoors and the joys of a 
life far less hectic than the one they are used to 
in Sydney.  
This change of environment is designed to 
provide an opportunity for self-discovery and a 
genuine rite of passage at a time in their life 
where they are in a transition from boyhood to 
manhood. 
The pipers and drummers from the last intake 
of boys were very glad for the opportunity to 
contribute their musical talent to the Arts 
Festival in May.  
Each intake also gets involved in service 
learning activities in the local community.  
This may be helping at the local Kangaroo 
Valley Primary School or the Pioneer Village 
to do some necessary cleaning up, or it may be 
helping out one of our elderly locals with some 
gardening or maintenance.  
If you could do with some help on one of our 
service learning weekends, please contact 
Sharon at the Glengarry office to notify us of 
how we might be able to engage a group of 
young, strong and able-bodied boys to help in 
the community.  
Our number is 4465 1089. 

Grahame Allen Director of Glengarry   

The new intake of Scots College boys at Glengarry ready for their first experience of orienteering 

Kangaroo Valley Voice Incorporated 
 

Annual General Meeting will be held at 
The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley 

149 Moss Vale Road, Kangaroo Valley 
 

On Monday September 26 at 7-30 pm 
 

Larraine Hahlos, Honorary Secretary ,44 651 621 
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WANT TO BE A PART OF SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL? 

 
SHOW SPONSORSHIP NEEDED! 

The Kangaroo Valley Show Committee invite you to join us in making our 2012 Show the very best ever! Let us know 
if there is a particular event or exhibit you would like to sponsor or simply use the form below to allocate your 
donation. We will recognise your contribution by printing your name in the Schedule unless you request us not to. 
We thank you in anticipation for your generous support!  
 
I would like to support the Kangaroo Valley Annual Show 2012 by donating the following amount: 
 
[  ]  $50 [  ]  $100 [  ] $250 [  ]  Other amount  $……… 
 
Please use my donation as a sponsorship for the following section(s) of events 
or exhibits: 
[  ]  Horses                                                                                                                                                             [  ]  Handicraft 
[  ]  Dairy Cattle                                                                                                                                      [  ]  Photography 
[  ]  Beef Cattle                                                                                                                                           [  ]  Art 
[  ]  Poultry                                                                                                                                                              [  ]  Junior Section 
[  ]  Children’s Events                                                                                                            [  ]  Talent Quest 
[..]  Hay, Grain & Grass                                                                                                  [  ]  Woodchop 
[  ]  Vegetables & Fruit                                                                                                      [  ]  Ironperson 
[  ]  Flowers                                                                                                                                                         [  ] Haystacking 
[  ]  Jams & Jellies                                                                                                                          [  ] U Beaut Ute 
[  ]  Cooking                                                                                                                                                         [  ] Dog High Jump 
[  ]  Needlework                                                                                                                                        [  ] Rodeo 
 
I would like to book an advertisement in the Show Schedule: 
 
[  ]  Full page ($150)    [  ] Half page ($75) 
 
[  ]  I enclose my cheque in favour of Kangaroo Valley A & H Association for $…..... 
      OR 
[  ]  I have instructed my bank to transfer that sum, quoting my name, directly to the  
      account: of Kangaroo Valley A & H Association at National Australia Bank 
      BSB 082762  Account No. 50 984 9920. 
 
Name (please print):………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Phone:  Home  ……………….Work :……………….. Mobile  …………………… 
 
Email: ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

Please return this form: by mail to Kangaroo Valley A & H Association,  
PO Box 6234, Kangaroo Valley, NSW 2577 (essential if paying by cheque)  

or by email to ahsociety@kangaroovalley.nsw.au. 
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K.V. School report 
Techno Push 

 

On Wednesday August 17, Years 5 and 
6 went to Eastern Creek Race Track in 
Sydney. 
We arrived at school at 5:15am to leave at 
5:30 am on the bus.  
On the way, Mr Smee talked to Nick 
Rheinberger on the ABC radio about how we  
made the cart and what we are going to do at 
Techno Push. 
When we arrived at Eastern Creek Race Track, 
the pit crew took the cart out of Mr Parker’s 
van. Then we had to take the cart to our shed. 
While we were waiting for the starting time to 
reconstruct the cart, the presentation team were 
talking to one of the judges and they showed 
her how it works and the poster we made to 
describe the design features. 
After that the NRMA official told us that it was 
time to build the cart. 
IT WAS ON! 
The pit crew assembled the cart so quickly that 

we were the first to finish.  
Then we went over to the NRMA supervisors 
so they could make sure that our cart was safe.  
Luckily, we passed the test. 
Now it was time for the races.  
First Oliver and Caitlin were in the Obstacle 
race. They had lots of fun and our cart was 
given a safety sticker to say it was roadworthy.  
Then we competed in the sprint relays and the 
adventure relays.  
We had lots of fun but  were all sleepy by the 
time our bus arrived back in the Valley. 

By Olivia H.  
Public speaking 
 

Small Schools Public Speaking Competition 
On Monday the 15th of August, Daisy, Olivia, 
Erin, Sascha, Tessa, Charlie, Maya and 
Isabella went to Shoalhaven Heads Public 
School to compete in the Small Schools Public 
Speaking Competition.  
In class they had been working on a speech and 
chose one of these topics: 
 Money doesn’t make you happy ( agree or 
disagree) 

A good leader is……. 
If I could be anyone for a day I would be…. 
Young people can make a difference 
We should all save electricity 

The day was divided into two parts with the 
year 3/4 students up first. Charlie presented a 

magnificent speech and wowed the judges and he 
came first.  
Isabella was also successful and received Highly 
Commended.  
Maya and Tessa prepared great speeches as well.  
Then it was time for year 5/6 to present their 

speeches.  
Daisy and Olivia gave fantastic speeches 
and I also did well and came third.  
Daisy was very enthusiastic and received a 
Highly Commended.  
All the valley kids tried really hard and 
enjoyed the yummy morning tea! Thank 
you to all the parents who provided 
transport. 

By Erin J  
Open Day and Book Fair 
On Thursday August 4, Kangaroo Valley 
Public School held an open day, where all 
parents could come and observe the work 
that the children had done during the past 

few weeks.  
Many parents came and enjoyed a glorious 
sausage sizzle (supplied by barbeques galore). 

ANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICESANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  
MINI DINGO DIGGER HIREMINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE  

MOBILE LOG SPLITTINGMOBILE LOG SPLITTING  
JOHN MCKINLEY 
KANGAROO VALLEY 
MOBILE - 0428610 508 
A.H. - 4465 1181 
FAX - 4465 1904 

* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING 
* CHAINSAW OPERATING  
* LAWN MOWING  
* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES  
* 4 IN 1 BUCKET  
* TRENCHING  
* POST HOLE BORING  
* SOIL LEVELLING  
* POLY PIPE LAYING  
* ROTARY HOEING  
* STUMP GRINDING  
* ANGLE BLADE  
* RUBBISH REMOVAL  

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS  

The library was 
also open selling 
new books to all 
the children.  
All of the profits 
made on the day 
are donated to the 
school. After 
viewing their 
childrens’ school 
books and artwork, 
parents sat down to 
watch a wonderful 
percussion 
performance by the 
K1/2 classes.  
Mrs Nickell’s choir 
sang ‘Chim 
Chimminy, 
‘Singing in the 
Shower’ and ‘Ain’t 

No Mountain High Enough’ and 4, 5, 6 recited 
the poem ‘We’re All Australians Now’ by A.B. 
Paterson. Over all it was a wonderful day!!!!!!! 

By Lily 
 
Mind Marathon 
On Monday the August 8, Josh, Jenson, Jaxon 
and I awoke at 4.30am to go to The Mind 
Marathon at East Hills Boys School.  
There was a huge marquee where all the 
groups were gathered at round tables.  
The first challenge was knot tying.  
There were lots of difficult knots but we pulled 
through.  
After that there were Writing tests, Geography 
and History tests, General Knowledge tests 
and, hardest of all, the Maths test.  
It was like a really long NAPLAN test that 
lasted almost all day!!!!!!!!!!!!  
Finally, after a quick trivia quiz, it was time to 
go home.  
It was really fun , but it was definitely hard 
work!!!!!!!! 

By Oliver 
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Kangaroo Valley 
 

Garden Group 

August is VIAGM time in the Garden 
Group (our Very Important Annual 
General Meeting), the only “meeting” 
we have all year.  
This year for a change, instead of holding 
it at one of our gardens, we went to the 
Lyrebird Ridge Organic Winery – a great 
idea! 
 

This winery is on 40 acres at 270 Budgong 
Road, Budgong and about 500 metres in from 
the road along a quiet dirt laneway, really 
making the visitors feel as if they are in the 
depths of the country (even though it is 
apparently only about 20 minutes from 
Nowra). 
 

Firstly we listened to a very informative talk 
by Anne Edmistone, one of the owners.   
All their wines are certified organic, chemical 
free grapes and preservative free wines.   
 

The whole process is performed on their 
property: from the growing of the chambourcin 
vines to the making of the wine and then the 
individual bottling, hand waxing of the necks 
and corks and pasting of the labels.   
This is extremely labour intensive and as they 
do all the work themselves their output is 
limited and only sold from their cellar. 

Members of the Garden Group at their VIAGM at the Lyrebird Winery 

Then we tasted their 2007 and 2010 vintages and 
their delicious brandy port while wandering 
around the beautiful cellar and tasting other local 
produce from their cheese plates. 

After a lunch in the gardens we wandered around 
their vines, watching their chickens keep the 

bugs at bay and the baby lambs gambol exactly 
as they are supposed to do. 

The website for the winery is: 
www.lyrebirdridgewinery.com.au    
They are open on Saturdays and Sundays from 
10 am-5 pm or by appointment. 

Lee Sharam 

FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Dozers 
 

Graders 
 

Excavator 
 

Trucks 
 

Rural roads 
 

House/Shed       
sites 
 

Clearing 
 

Horse arenas 
 

Dam design & 
construction 
 

Decorative          
 Rock work 

Geoff & Tania Sharman 
Geoff 0409 289 122    Tania 0409 289 123 

 

44 651 177 
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Kangaroo 
Valley -
Remexio 

partnership 
 

 
After the destruction and killing which 
swept East Timor in September 1999, a 
small group of KV residents felt a need 
to do something.  
A partnership was discussed with an East 
Timorese village and the Kangaroo Valley 
-Remexio Partnership (KVRP) was 
formed.  
Remexio consists of a main village (about 25 
kms south of the capital, Dili) and a number of 
satellite villages.  
Beyond these are a scattering of smaller 
communities, difficult to access, rarely visited 
and with progressively poorer standards of 
living. 
KVRP is a "bottom up" or "grass roots" 
approach to helping the East Timorese help 
themselves.  
It hopes to assist the East Timorese achieve 
dignified living through health, education, 
justice and ecologically sustainable industry.  
It selectively tries to help in ways that are 
different from those of the UN and other 
NGOs, by fostering long-term personal 
relationships with East Timorese people and 
actively encouraging this approach in others.  
KVRP has pursued a multitude of small, 
personal and usually integrated activities.  
Being substantially self-funded, and consistent 
with its philosophy, its material contributions 
have been small such as the provision of 
sewing machines, resurfacing of volleyball 
courts, a collection of musical instruments, the 
Kangaroo Valley Friendship Quilt and tertiary 
scholarships.  
A number of KVRP members have visited East 
Timor and stayed and worked in Remexio 
during the past 11 years.  
Their stories can be read on KVRP's web-site. 
Following discussions in 2008 with Remexio 
community leaders, KVRP decided to 
undertake the challenge of funding a Village 
Solar Lighting Project, initially for the benefit 
of three of the most remote communities. 

This series brought to you this month  
by the Kangaroo Valley Voice  

as a continuation of our commitment  
to community understanding and to  

stimulate the particpation of old and new residents alike  
In the wide range of activities available. 

People power 
By making things happen  

they are making a difference 

Funds for this project were 
raised from the Trek for 
Timor event in 2009.  
Later that year and again in 
2010 several KVRP 
members assisted the 
Alternative Technology 
Association (its partner in 
this project), in the 
installation of the solar units 
and establishment of village 
solar lighting management 
committees.  
In June and July this year, 
Les Mitchell taught English 
at the junior and senior 
secondary schools in 
Remexio and found this a 
greatly rewarding experience.  
Most of the students are keen to learn English, 
even though they are required to learn and speak 
Portuguese and have their local language called 
Tetun. 
KVRP is a loose collective of people with a 
similar philosophy, who meet every Saturday 
morning in Kangaroo Valley.  
They include Brian Bailey, John and Susan 
Ballinger, Janet Bundey, Lynne Dooley, Robert 
Farnham, Sandy Fritz, John and Helen George, 
Terry Hennessy, Diana Jaffray, Lynne Keevers, 
Trish Livesey, Les Mitchell, Michael Moore, 
Louise and Peter Morgan, Pam Morrissey, Chris 
Nobel, David and Sue Prescott, Chris Pryor, 
Peter and Rosemary Stanton, Kerrina Swords, 
Greg Thompson, Libby and Paul Turnock, and 
Martin and Peter Wesley-Smith.  
New members are always welcome, particularly 
in helping with KVRP’s fundraising activities. 
They have a lot of fun and there are no 
membership fees! 
The second Trek for Timor, sponsored by 
KVRP, will take place on 24 September 2011. 
The first trek, in 2009, was a great success, 
raising sufficient funds to allow KVRP to install 
520 solar lighting systems in the Remexio 
district.  
This was well past its initial target of 120 
systems. The aim for this year is to raise in 
excess of $60,000, with up to 300 trek 
participants.  
The trail will remain the same, taking in the 
beautiful countryside of Kangaroo Valley and 
Fitzroy Falls, winding through the Morton 
National Park and the Meryla State Forest.  
See KVRP’s website to register, donate or 
volunteer. 
KVRP members recognise the central role of 
education in building East Timor's future and are 

committed to assisting in every way possible. 
Providing scholarships to students who might 
otherwise be financially unable to undertake 
tertiary studies - or even complete secondary 
school - is right at the top of its agenda. 
Currently KVRP is funding 11 tertiary 
scholarships at institutions in Dili and Baucau 
and 11 secondary school scholarships at the 
Remexio senior school. 
For further information, please contact: Libby 
and Paul Turnock on 44651357, John George 
on 44651328 or Les Mitchell on 44651564 
Website: www.kvrp.org.au 
 

Kangaroo Valley Folk 
Festival 

 

Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival was 
established in September 2006 by Peter 
Watson, Janice Lunnon, Jane Richter 
and Rick Saur, who were all Kangaroo 
Valley residents at the time.  
At the end of 2008 Stuart Leslie took over 
as director and assembled a committee of 
Shoalhaven residents, which now includes 
Sally Leslie, Rob Cleary, Matt Prowse, 
Lesley Zandstra, Danielle Barby, Jane 
Richter, Michelle O’Shea, Bob Beasley, 
Allan Stone, Andrew Smart and Alison 
Smart. 
The Festival is a not for profit event which 
seeks to cover expenses.   
It aims to: 
§ be the best little folk festival in NSW 
§ support folk music in the Shoalhaven 
§ support local musical talent 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Moss Vale Road (near Dan the pharmacist) 

§ be a festival which has local community 
support 

§ provide a fantastic folk dance program  
§ support bush and performance poetry 
§ entertain and be a fun event for all ages 
§ help local tourism and local businesses, 

and  
§ be a long term successful community 

event. 
The Festival advertises nationally and draws 
music and dance enthusiasts from all around 
the country.   
It engages local performers and contributors, 
interesting acts from all around the country, 
and a wide variety of food providers and 
stallholders on site.  The program provides 
advertising opportunities for Valley businesses, 
and Festival goers patronise Valley food 
outlets, accommodation providers and 
businesses. 
The committee is confident that the program 
for the 2011, festival, to be held 21-23 October, 
is the best yet, including more than 50 
performers and acts.  
To name just a few: 
· “Tattie Jam”, a skilled duo from Scotland  
· popular national acts Frencham Smith, The 

Pigs, Rough Red, and The Wheeze and 
Suck Band. Local performers include Andy 
Gordon, The Thirsty Night Singers, 
Southerly Change and The Puddin’ Eaters. 
Youth is represented by Forever Archie, 
Replay and Clever Sunday. 

· The dance program now starts on the Friday 
night with a Bush and Contra dance and 
continues right through to late Sunday 
afternoon with a wide variety of dances and 

(Continued from page 26) workshops: Irish, Bavarian, 
Estonian, Bush, American Contra, 
Morris and international.  

A huge Saturday night bush dance is 
held at the Upper Kangaroo River 
Hall. 

· As well as the main showground 
venue, concerts and performances 
are staged in the township with the 
cooperation of the community, eg 
Anglican Church Hall, Catholic 
Church, Café Bella, the Bowling 
Club and The Friendly Inn. 

· Beyond the concerts, workshops 
and dances, community entertainment will 
include kids’ and adults’ art and craft, bush 
poetry including a poetry competition, market 
stalls, street performances, music from the 
back of a truck and, of course, the festival bar.   

· Following last year’s successful festival, 
expanded publicity by word of mouth is 
expected to increase the number of visitors 
and volunteers. 

· The Festival will stage a free concert at the 
local school for children on Friday 21 
October. 

· The local preschool provides catering on the 
Saturday in the hall, with all profits retained 
by the preschool. 

The committee is keen to have constructive input 
from more Valley residents.  
There are still not enough people to do all the 
committee jobs well, and anyone who enjoys 
organising or would like to contribute in some 
way to a happy and wonderful event is welcome. 
In addition, lots of volunteers are needed on the 
festival weekend to help in the ticket office, 

sitting at venue doors to check wristbands, 
helping with rubbish organisation etc.  
For the last two years about half a dozen 
generous families have put up one or more 
artists for the weekend, providing bed and 
breakfast in exchange for free festival tickets, 
and have thoroughly enjoyed the experience of 
being involved.  
This year more artists have requested billets 
and, as camping in the nearby camping 
grounds was full very early last year, the 
committee would welcome more KV people 
who would like to provide\accommodation. 
If you can help in any of these capacities, or 
require more information , please see the 
Festival website  

 

www.kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au 
email the Festival on 

mail@kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au,  
or phone Stuart or Sally Leslie on 4421 5538 

or Andrew or Alison Smart on 4447 5663  
 

Tony Barnett 

Ever a favourite: The Wheeze and Suck Band 
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Star struck    
By Gerard Keyser 

examples of this. Keaton's character is a film 
projectionist studying to become a detective. 
While projecting the film “Hearts and Pearls”, 
he falls asleep, and his dream-self enters the 
world of the film, leading to some very funny 
situations.  
This idea has subsequently been borrowed by 
many other films, including “Inception”. 
 

This show, an annual highlight of the cultural 
life of Kangaroo Valley, will again raise funds 
for education projects in East Timor.  
It's on at 7.30 pm on Saturday October 1 in 
Kangaroo Valley Hall.  

Tickets - $25, $5 (children under 16) - 
available from the Kangaroo Valley 

Grocery or by calling 4465 1299. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Observations Report -   
August to September 2011 
Meteor Showers  – The end of July saw three 
low level meteor showers over three nights.  
I’d be interested to hear if anyone noticed 
greater meteor activity. I had the telescope out 
observing Saturn on the 29th and saw a number 
of meteors originating low in the east. All were 
quite bright, very fast, and short of trail.  
Planets  -  Great news! In September we have 
both Jupiter and Saturn available for planetary 
viewing. Here’s the trick, though. Looking at 
our almanacs for September 3rd we see that 
twilight finishes at 7 pm, and Saturn is setting 
by 8:20 pm. Make the most of these few 
weeks.  Saturn will not be available to us after 

September as it disappears from view until the 
end of the October when it becomes a dawn 
object. Surface detail will be scant as it will be 
seen through extra atmosphere,  its moons and 
the rings will be your prime targets.  
My grandson Indy was sure he saw a dark band 
across the planet last night so the ring shadow 
is still visible. After Saturn sets we can turn 
our telescopes to the eastern horizon to await 

the rising of Jupiter 
around 9:20 pm. It’s 
not easy to observe an 
object low on the 
horizon but winter or 
spring weather means 
turbulence is limited 
so it’s worth a try. If 
you are viewing up to 
midnight you will get 
excellent views of this 
giant planet. Jupiter 
will remain our prime 
planetary target until 
the end of the year.   
Deep Sky –This 
month I want readers 
to try a little 
“Northern Exposure”.  While there are many 
spectacular targets in the northern reaches of the 
Milky Way there are two particular targets I have 
in mind. Nearly due north of Sagittarius, due 
north of us at 8PM,  look for the distinct 
trapezoid shape of Lyra, the Lyre.  It is marked 

by the 5th brightest star in the sky, Vega, at 
about 40° N or one wide hand span up from the 
horizon.  Vega, together with Altair in Aquila 
and Deneb in Cygnus make up the Summer 
Triangle (named for the northern summer). The 

(Continued on page 37) 

M57, the Ring Nebula   

Buster Keaton 
Ace detective 
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Firey Tales 
 by Cinderfella 

Wet weather is still with us and is 
causing problems with any planned 
hazard reductions and pile burns with 
most areas to wet to take our trucks off 
the road for danger of getting bogged. 
The long range forecast at this stage is for 
a wetter than normal spring so I 
encourage landholders to make the most 
of any opportunities to clean up any 
rubbish from the strong winds we had in 
the last two months. 
As we all know this can change quickly and 
once the weather warms up there will be a lot 
of new growth in the bush and surrounding 
areas that as it dry’s off in Summer will turn 
into combustible fuel. 
Only the one call out this month to a single 

vehicle car accident that had crashed into a 
power pole at the top of the town near the rectory 
at approx. 12.30 am in the morning, which 
resulted in the local driver being transported to 
hospital for treatment. 
The impact of the car snapped the pole off 
approx 1.5 m above the ground which blacked 
out most of the valley for some time.  
This is the second time in several years this same 
power pole has been snapped off as the result of 
an accident.   
Fallen power lines were lying around the vehicle 
and across Moss Vale Rd.  
This was an extremely dangerous situation not 
only for the driver but also local residents and 
passers by who rushed to the scene after hearing 
the noise of the impact and seeing the flash as the 
power lines shorted out.  
Thanks must be given to these local residents 
who put themselves in danger to assist the 
injured driver but unfortunately there was reports 

of some problems between friends of the driver 
and locals rendering assistance. T 
his accident is still being investigated by the 
police service. 
The danger of fallen power lines was 
highlighted in last month's article and the fact 
that even though they appear dead they should 
be treated as live until the Integral repair crews 
advise that they have been isolated.  
Power lines can be rerouted a number of 
different ways in Kangaroo Valley from a 
central remote location as they try to reconnect 
the power to the grid and a line that appears to 
be dead can suddenly be alive with no warning 
This is the second month in a row that an item 
that has been advised about in the previous 
months article has occured shortly afterwards 
so perhaps I should keep quite this month 
However I did witness a dangerous situation 
just the other weekend as I was pulled up 
waiting for a 4wd towing a trailer to cross the 
Hampden bridge.  
I noticed what appeared to be a cloud of smoke 
coming from the trailer and thinking that he 
may have had a problem with the trailers 
brakes, as it reached the very middle of the 
bridge where the deck had been removed the 
cloud increased dramatically in size causing 
the driver to stop and jump out of his car and 
race back to the trailer.  
What appeared to be smoke was in fact a cloud 
of LPG gas escaping from a large house sized 
gas bottle rolling around loose in the trailer.  
Luckily there was no spark from the car 
exhaust or trailer electrics to cause an 
explosion or else the bridge repairs may 
have been even more extensive than 
planned.  
After turning the valve off the driver was able 
to continue on. 
So this months tip is to ensure that any loads 
are secure to avoid problems with items falling 
out onto the road or becoming a deadly missile 
in the event of a sudden stop ar an accident 
Hopefully I will not be writing about this again 
next month 
At this stage the fire danger season is still 
likely to commence in the Shoalhaven from the 
1st of September which means after this date 
that you will need to get a permit from one of 
the permit officers in the Valley brigade to 
conduct any hazard reduction burns or pile 
burns that are not used for cooking or heating 
purposes in a properly constructed campfire 
 
Contact either 
David Smart        0427 651718     44651214 
Keith Nelson        0408 273057 
Bill Chittick         0400 873012  
 
Remember these people are all volunteers and 
may not be immediately available to issue your 
permit so try to give as much notice as possible 
The cost of running their private vehicles to 

(Continued on page 46) 

 
 
 
..say good bye to 

“power bill blues” 
With a solar hot water 

system or solar electricity  
Call 44 651 540 
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A couple of people have recently asked me 
whether they should choose butter or 
margarine. Whenever I write about this 
topic, I get angry letters from those who sell 
both, but here goes. 
For the record, I don’t eat margarine – and 
never will, but I cannot advise those with high 
blood cholesterol to eat butter. My abhorrence 
of margarine is longstanding and dates back to 
the days when I went to a factory and saw the 
stuff being made. (For similar reasons, I would 
never eat so-called ‘shoulder ham’, but that’s 
another story.) 
Let’s compare the yellow spreads. 
Taste? 
Butter wins this contest easily. A big pat of 
butter was once added to vegetables to 
encourage children to eat them. It worked, 
although a much healthier option is to follow 
the example of people in Mediterranean 
countries who use olive oil and herbs to make 
vegies more enticing. 
Baking? 
Butter is the product of choice for baking as its 
flavour comes through in pastries, cakes and 
biscuits. Few professional chefs will use a 
shortening other than butter – mainly because 
it tastes so much better than margarines. 
Naturalness? 
Butter wins this one hands down. Australian 
butter is not coloured and needs no 
preservatives or other additives. The only 
permitted additive to Australian butter is salt. 
Unsalted butter is also widely available and is 
the preferred spread in most European 
countries as well as being favoured by chefs 
and for many applications in baking. 
Australian butter is yellow because our cows 
live outside eating green grass containing a 
high quantity of natural yellow-coloured 
pigments. In parts of Europe where cows are 
kept indoors in winter and fed dried material, 
which has very little of the natural pigments, 
butter is paler in colour. Cows that are grain-
fed in the United States also produce paler 
milk and pale butter. 
Margarine was originally made from animal 
fats churned with milk and salted for flavour. 
At first, it was not permitted to be coloured and 
this curtailed its use. Some hard margarines are 
still made from animal fats but most table 
margarines are now made from processed 
vegetable oils. The processing includes de-
gumming the oils, treatment with a strong 
alkali, washing, drying, bleaching, filtering, 
deodorising and steaming to produce an 
colourless, odourless and tasteless oil. The oil 
is then hardened to form a spread. Some 
countries use a process called partial 
hydrogenation. This produces a nasty trans fat 
and this method is no longer used in Australia. 
Much of the material that circulates on the 
Internet assumes this process is still used. 
Australian producers use a different process 

that converts just enough of the oil's unsaturated 
fat into saturated fat to produce a spread. They 
then add whey, water, emulsifiers, salt, colouring 
and vitamins A and D. 
Health? 
Both butter and margarine are approximately 80% 
fat. Butter has about 60g of saturated fat/100g. In 
margarine, the saturated fat content varies, 
usually from 18-30g/100g. Some margarines now 
contain 70% fat and are legally obliged to be 
called a ‘spread’ rather than margarine, 
Manufacturers are generally happy about this. 
Butter contains a high content of pre-formed 
vitamin A (also called retinol) plus small 
quantities of vitamins D and E, and iodine. 
Butter also contains some ready-made 
cholesterol, but this is insignificant compared 
with the cholesterol in foods such as lean meat. 
For example, 10g of butter contains 14mg 
cholesterol whereas a piece of lean grilled steak 
has about 130mg. Neither is a real problem 
because most excess cholesterol is made in the 
body. A high intake of saturated fat encourages 
the body to make more cholesterol, so this is the 
real problem with butter. 
Some reduced-fat spreads have 50 per cent fat 
and extra water, often with milk powder and more 
emulsifiers added. Vitamins A, E and D are added 
to margarines with some products having a 
slightly greater content of vitamin E than butter, 
but less vitamin A. 
Olive oil margarines are made from a mixture of 
oils, usually including at least 50 per cent canola 
oil. Apart from the monounsaturated fat, they do 
not retain the beneficial components found in 
extra virgin olive oil. 
Plant-sterol enriched spreads 
Spreads with added phytosterols (or plant sterols) 

Butter or margarine? 
by Dr Rosemary Stanton, nutritionist 

are also available. The phytosterols are derived 
from soy beans and they prevent cholesterol 
being absorbed from the small intestine into 
the bloodstream. They are usually labelled as 
‘reducing cholesterol absorption’ because it is 
illegal to make a health claim that a food will 
reduce blood cholesterol. 
Short term studies show that phytosterols can 
reduce cholesterol levels by 8-10 per cent. 
Unfortunately, phytosterols also reduce the 
absorption of other valuable protective 
components of foods, including vitamin E and 
some carotenoids found in fruits and 
vegetables. CSIRO has found that eating an 
extra serving of fruit and vegetables each day 
can make up for the losses caused by the 
phytosterols. Unfortunately, few people eat 
even the recommended quantities of fruit and 
vegetables, let alone an extra serving. 
Five hectares (12.5 acres) of soy beans are 
needed to produce 1 kilogram of plant sterols 
and while the rest of the soy bean can be used 
for animal fodder, this seems to me like a poor 
use of land, fertiliser and water. And these 
products are still margarine. 
The take home message 
With my bias against margarine, but because I 
can’t ignore the high saturated fat of butter, my 
solution is to use olive oil for cooking and on 
vegetables and salads and try not to eat too 
much butter. A freshly made sandwich doesn’t 
need any kind of ‘yellow grease’.   
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My homing 
thoughts 

 
by Sean Scarisbrick  

KANGAROO VALLEY PHARMACY 
               SHOP 2 / 162 MOSS VALE RD. 

       PH. (02) 4465 2772     FAX (02) 4465 2773 
 

OPEN 6 DAYS: MON-FRI 9 am to 5 pm  
SAT 9 am to 12 noon  

 

        For all your Prescriptions and all Pharmaceutical Requisites.  
 NATIO (Natural Australian Beauty) COSMETICS 

Tired of misplacing your scripts..... 
We can take care of your prescriptions in our filing system.  

 
 See us about the Webster-pak System that sets out all tablets and capsules in blister 

packs for each time of the day, for each day of the week. 

 COME IN AND SAY HELLO TO JAN & DAN COLE  
AT YOUR   PHARMACY 

 

 Valley Guide to 
eating out 

 

Australian Bistro 
Visions at the Valley 

44 652 820 
 

Mediterranean 
Café Bella 

44 651 660 
 

Thai 
Jing Jo 

44 651 314 
 

A taste for all palates 
Jack’s Coffee House  

and Eatery  
44 652 796 

 

Modern Australian cuisine  
The Woolshed Restaurant 

Open Friday and Saturday  
from 6:30pm 
4465 0200 

 

Value—service and  
good choice it’s all here in  

Kangaroo Valley.  

Verandah Man 
 

I’ve stolen a few moments from the waning 
weeks of summer to ponder several of the 
ways in which our relationship with our 
land changes. 
 

I'm not the first person to consider such 
phenomena. Others have gone further and 
more thoroughly than this brief essay will. 
Two works in my collection come immediately 
to mind. The first is The Road to Botany Bay: 
An Exploration of Landscape and History, by 
Paul Carter. Among other things, Carter 
examines the impact that occurred when 
European concepts of geography collided with 
our antipodean ‘Botany Bay’. 
 

The other is Behind the Mountain: Return to 
Tasmania, an autobiographical exploration of 
Tasmania by expat academic Peter Conrad. 
Conrad teaches English Lit. at Christ Church 
College, Oxford, which I think is a nice little 

invasion inversion, and his tale is a rewarding, if 
demanding, read. 
 

My local landscape observations are simple and 
quite subjective. 
 

I was reading Conrad’s book this morning, 
cradling my hot cup of Irish tea on the verandah, 
when the various coursings and stayings of 
people in the park across the street arrested my 
attention. Two things occurred to me. 
 

The first is that every single bench in the park 
faces away from the sun. As a species, sun 
worship seems hardwired into our imaginings 
and memory. The pagans had Ra and Apollo, 
among the many. It is hardly surprising that early 
Christians chose to imagine a winter solstice 
messianic birth; the hope-filled emergence of the 
son / sun (a convenient pun in English). After his 
passing into night / the dark, we have the angelic 
messenger emerging from Jesus’ empty tomb 
‘just after sunrise’. 
 

Through our deep and dark northern winter 
months we crave the sun’s return, yet it is from 
that great, brilliant orb that we habitually turn, 
shielding ourselves from that oft too-harsh 
penetration. (Reminds me of Dostoyevsky’s tale 
of ‘The Grand Inquisitor’ from The Brothers 
Karamazov, but that’s another story…) 
 

Focusing again on my little park in Youngstown, 
then, how antithetical to our yearnings that this 
planned parkland purposefully tempers the sun’s 
impact. 
 

My second little insight here this morning is that 
in two great sweeping arcs every single bench in 
the park faces the children’s playground. The 
whole worshipful setup is focused on them. 
 

Yards away, the Niagara River flows violently 
into Lake Ontario, and over there on the 
opposing shore Canada squats peacefully.  
We’ve a newly established Peace Garden, 
celebrating the two hundred years of peace since 
the War of 1812. 
 

Yet our wooden thrones of passivity ignore it, 
and cast their watchful gazes on slide and swings 
and monkey bars. Even as I type this I keep 
looking up to see my kids are doing fine at the 
children’s play fountain. 

Turning from the sun and to our kids – such 
telling patterns emerge when we take the time 
to sit and watch. They emerged for me in a 
single, unifying moment of “A-ha”! – 
unplanned and unlettered. 
 

[Caveat emptor to my brilliance: I have been 
looking over at the park for seven years now. It 
is not as if a greater mind than mine might not 
have come to that conclusion a few years 
earlier....] 
Further observations: various vehicles continue 
to arrive in the parking lot, boots and backs of 
trucks stuffed to the gills with bikes.  
This village park, which I have always 
considered as a ‘destination’, is more than that. 
It is a launching site; a foundation for further 
adventures. 
 
While the park is a trailhead to further 
adventures, I need to note that these are 
adventures inebriated by peace. In 
Youngstown, the land is flat and no longer 
threatening: beyond the village spreads out 
acres of apple orchards and cornfields. Once a 
frontier, the land has been quite literally 
pacified. 
 

For the land was also a military thoroughfare. 
 

Fifty three years before the War of 1812, since 
which American forces have maintained 
undisputed control of the region, French Fort 
Niagara was under British siege. Anticipating 
French relief troops from the south, British 
troops under Lieutenant Colonel Massey 
marched three kilometres south on July 24, 
1759, through what is now ‘my park’, to a 
point where the portage trail opened into a 
clearing which is now known as La Belle-
Famille.  
 

Captain Le Marchand de Lignery’s relief 
troops were decimated as they wandered into 
La Belle-Famille’s open ground against 
Massey’s dug-in troops. After the victory, 
Massey returned north, and two days later the 
French surrendered, setting off a chain of 
events which led to the French losing the 
entirety of their North American territories… 

(Continued on page 46) 
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There are many steps, both wooden and stone, 
on this side of the mountain but there are 
wonderful burrawangs, birds nest ferns and 
some very thick liana vines to keep you 
enthralled.   
After reaching Geordies Flat there is a short 50 
metre walk along the road to the track once 
again through the bush and then a crossing of 
the road at the end of the gully to the last 
stretch of fern-lined path which leads you back 
to the Girl Guide Camp past an archery field.   
There is a third lookout, Five Island Lookout, 
but we had had enough for one day. 

Lee Sharam 

Eleven of us set out from Byarong Park where 
once the pit ponies from the coalmine were 
grazed.  This is a great spot for a picnic as there 

are toilets 
and gas 
BBQs.   
The path 
begins 
almost 
immediately 
past the Girl 
Guide 
Camp. 
Thomas 
Mitchell had 
surveyed it 
in 1834 and 
there is a 
wonderful 
feeling 

walking over the rocks placed there by 
the convicts, a definite link to the 
history of this old settlement of 
Wollongong.   
The path to Warra Trig starts as a steep 
climb up stone steps, known as “The 
Jumpers” but soon levels out until 
Robertson’s Lookout, from where you 
can see expansive views of the coastal 
plain and the escarpment.   
Retrace your steps from here and rejoin 
the ring circle walk, which now takes 
you to the northern side of Mt Kiera, 
through beautiful rain forest and tall 
eucalypts.   

Sandwiched between weeks of rain was 
one glorious Sunday, a day of blue skies 
and gentle breezes.   
This, luckily, was the Bushwalking day 
for August and we walked the Mt Kiera 
Ring Track.   
 

It has been called an iconic Illawarra walk: 
sweeping views from the lookouts, the first 
convict built cart-worthy road into the area, 
lush rainforests and tall figs that gave the early 
farmstead its name “The Figtrees”.   
The circuit is only 5.7 kms of moderate grade 
but we added on the 2.4 km return walk to 
Robertson’s Lookout.   
We chose to drive to the Mt Kiera Lookout at 
the end of the walk as the days in late winter 
close in so early that there is always the risk of 
daylight fading before we complete the trek. 
 

Bushwalkers get break from the weather 
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The great 
mulesing debate 

 

While the media in my part of the 
world is still full of discussion regarding 
the ban on Live Exports and the future 
of the northern cattle industry, it was 
interesting to pick up a copy of the 
“Weekly Times” (Victoria’s rural 
newspaper) the other day and see a 
front page article regarding US 
supermarket giant, Tesco, looking to 
transition to purchasing meat from un-
mulesed sheep (though most cross-bred 
meat lambs do not require the 
procedure.) 
 

The mulesing debate first appeared in the 
press around 2005 and 6 years later it 
seems it is still not resolved. So what is 
mulesing, why was it introduced and why 
is the debate still raging?  
 

When merino sheep (the main wool producing 
breed in Australia) were first introduced in the 

1800s, they were big animals with a large 
number of skin folds.  
These skin folds were seen as a way of 
increasing the surface area of the sheep and 
therefore the wool producing capability of the 
animal. However, once in Australia the sheep 
blowfly (Lucilia cuprina- introduced form 
South Africa in the 1900s) became a problem.  
The blowfly likes warm, humid conditions;  
wet, damp wool from rain and humid 
conditions, urine stained wool around the 
breech (in ewes), pizzle areas (in rams) and 
any open wound are ideal conditions for the 
blowfly to lay its eggs. This results in the 
condition called Blowfly Strike, with maggots 
hidden beneath the wool and feeding on the 
rich protein source of sheep flesh.  
While the maggots fall off after 3-5 days, these 
struck areas become attractive egg laying areas 
for other blowflies and the cycle continues, 
often resulting in death, as early detection is 
difficult.  
 

“Fresh from the Paddock”   

FIREWOOD 
 

Seasoned logs delivered to your 
door in time for winter.  
 

Split to fit your fireplace.  
 
$180 per 2 cubic metres 
 

Ring Jamie:  0412  424  069 

In the 1930s, when flystrike rates ranged from 60
-120 percent, JH Mules accidentally slipped 
when shearing a fly struck sheep and cut some 
skin from her breech area.  
He then tested this on more animals and saw that 
it reduced the incidence of flystrike (to 1-3 
percent).  
This is due to the fact that as skin either side of 
the rear and tail is cut away, the remaining skin 
heals and becomes tighter and has less dense 
wool follicles, while urine etc may stain the wool 
and create a desirable area to the blowfly. 
Mulesing is only allowed to be performed on 
lambs under 12 months of age and is usually 
performed when the animal is around 6 weeks of 
age - this reduces the amount of skin that needs 
to be cut away and facilitates faster healing.  
In the mid-2000s, there began calls for a ban on 
mulesing, largely brought about by PETA 
(People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals). 
This resulted in a large amount of research on 
alternatives to mulesing and an industry 
statement that mulesing would be phased out by 
2010. While much progress has been made on 
alternative treatments, few of these have been 
made economically viable and so the phasing out 
timeframe has been extended indefinitely. 

However, many producers have 
opted, where possible, to 
discontinue using the surgical 
mules method for flystrike 
prevention. The aim of Australian 
Wool Innovation (AWI), which is 
the body responsible for research 
and development of the wool 
industry, is to remove the need 
for mulesing and provide 
methods to replace the practice so 
that mulesing is no longer 
needed. Some of the most recent 
technologies available are:  
• Genetic selection for animals 
resistant to flystrike and with less 
breech wool cover (used 
extensively but has a slow rate of 
progress through breeding) 

• Welfare improved surgery through pain 
relief from anaesthetics and enhanced 
training (currently used extensively) 

• Flystrike prevention clips which clip over 
a pulled area of skin at the breech, causing 
this to fall off and a scar being left to heal 
(these are now commercially available) 

• Intradermal injections which cause skin 
contraction without a wound (not yet very 
successful) 

In order for transparency in the wool market, 
the National Wool Declaration has also been 
created. This allows wool producers to market 
their wool as either non-mulesed, Ceased 
mulesed (the property no longer practices 
mulesing at all) or pain relief treated and for 
purchasers to know the origins of their product 
for their own decision making.  
 

While much research is being undertaken and 
alternatives to mulesing being discovered and 
used, until new techniques become 
economically and mechanically viable, it is 
necessary for some producers to continue to 
use the mules procedure to ensure the on-going 
health and welfare of their stock.  

Fly struck sheep (TeAra, NZ)  

Merino Ram with skin folds, 1905  
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...the leading agent in Kangaroo Valley 

Ph:  0244 65 1404   165 Moss Vale Road  Kangaroo Valley  NSW  2577           
www.lindyross.com.au 

  

Lindy Ross 
With  20  years 
e x p e r i e n c e  o f 
successfully marketing 
p r o p e r t i e s  i n 
Kangaroo Valley, 
Lindy’s reputation 
speaks for itself.   
H a v i n g  l o c a l 
knowledge far surpassing any other 
agent, and consistently selling the 
majority of real estate in the area, she 
has now become the specialist in 
marketing properties over the million 
dollar mark in Kangaroo Valley.    
Lindy’s wealth of experience ensures that 
Vendors receive the very best of advice 
in relation to the marketing campaign 
best suited to achieving the optimum 
price for their property.   
Not all marketing campaigns suit all 
properties, and we would be happy to 
advise the positives and negatives of 
each of them. 

Budget Properties on Demand 
One positive for the Valley during the 
GFC has been the increase of people 
looking to move to Kangaroo Valley 
permanently.  
The majority of these are looking at the 
lower end of the market so properties 
priced below $500,000 are in high 
demand.  
Once upon a time, these sat on the 
market for years and years!  

Do you own a weekender in Kangaroo Valley?  ...only get down 
occasionally?    Would you like to see the benefits of your property earning 
an income, gaining tax benefits, and having  a licensed real estate 
professional attend to the repairs and maintenance when you’re not around?  

Under the umbrella of Lindy Ross Real Estate, Kangaroo Valley Getaways is 
the specialist in holiday accommodation in the Valley. Their expertise in the 
holiday accommodation industry assures owners of a trouble free 

What’s happening? 
It’s lovely to see the beautiful magnolia 
trees, the cedars bursting into leaf and 
blossoms bursting out  all over in  the 
Valley — it must be Spring! 

After all the rain the east coast has had 
over the past few months, Spring is 
bound to bring a new surge of energy to 
the real estate market. If you are thinking 
of selling, the next thee months is a great 
time to think about taking the plunge 
while properties are putting on their best 
face and there is an increase in buyers 
around. 

The Global Financial Crisis has certainly 
reduced the number of buyers in all ar-
eas of real estate — a good example of 
this was “The Block” auction which has 
been highly publicised over the past 
week. It certainly came over as a pain-ful, 
and very disappointing, experience for 
three out of the four couples on the night. 
Two more properties have since sold — 
one with a disappointing result, and one 
with a pleasing result. 

Not unlike the market in Kangaroo Valley.  

Just because one property sells for a 
great price does not mean the one next 
door will. It is simply a matter of an agent 
working hard for you to achieve the high-
est price possible in this market, and 
buyers’ perception of values vary greatly 
at the moment! Qualified buyers are out 
there though, and are prepared to pay 
the right price for the right property. 

Cheers, 

Lindy  

Best Buy No. 1 
Architect  designed home on over 
1200m2 with splendid elevated views. 
This one is a lovely mix of old and new 
and features a sunny northerly aspect, 4 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, great decks to 
soak up the sun and views, and lots of 
privacy.  $499,000 

Best Buy No. 3 
This one has beautiful creek frontage to 
Nugents Creek. How many of us would 
like to be able to hear the sound of water 
from our back verandah? 3 bedrooms, 
open plan living with polished floorboards 
recently renovated bathroom kitchen and 
sitting on over 1 acre!  $549,000  

Best Buy No. 2 
This lovely country cottage enjoys the 
best  of both worlds - village living and 
fantastic rural views. It has a spacious 
open plan living area, 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and a sunroom. The rear of 
the freestanding garage has been con-
verted to an office area.  $395,000  
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most beautiful planetary nebula, the Ring 
Nebula – M57, lies between β and γ on the 
south or upper end of the trapezoid. I can see 
this hazy smoke ring easily in a 100mm scope. 
The second object to look for in Lyra is the 
“Double Double”, epsilon Lyrae.  

Consult the adjacent  star atlas map to see 
which star is epsilon, very close to Vega.  
The star is naked eye visible, while the double 
is visible in binoculars.  
Sagittarius is right over our heads with 
Scorpius at 8 pm this month so start looking 
for Lyra low in the north east before that.      
You will need a low northern horizon for 
these constellations.  
Remember our latitude is about 34° S so our 
corresponding northern latitude is 56° N.  
 At around 40°N these objects won’t be that far 
above the horizon.  
I can see both from Kangaroo Valley so give 
them a try.  
A Moonless night is helpful to see the Ring. 
Next up for mention is the spectacular 
Andromeda Nebula, M31.   
It will be more readily visible toward the end 
of the month and in October.  
This is a must see, one of only three galaxies 
outside the Milky Way that are visible to the 
naked eye, the other two being the Magellanic 
Clouds.   
Andromeda is pretty much north of Jupiter so 
is observable in the hours after 11pm.  
Keep it in mind  as it rises earlier in the next 
few months. Andromeda is also at 40° N so 
just sweep your scope to the east, this 
spectacular galaxy is best observed in your 
FINDERSCOPE!  
Unless you have a Rich Field Scope use 
binoculars. A Rich Field telescope is a low 
power telescope with large field of view, for 
example a 100mm RFT will have a FOV of 6°. 
The galaxy is mag 3.4 so can sometimes be 
spotted with the naked eye but it is very large 
and difficult to fit in any eyepiece field of 
view.  
You may need a scope to pick up the 
companion galaxy M32.                                            

Clear Skies.  

(Continued from page 29) 

KANGAROO VALLEY EARTHMOVING  Owner operators 
 

ABN 24 427 930 266                          BLN 98125604 

GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE ON 
44 651 172 or mobile 0408 534 019  

Excavator—5 tonne IHI 
Bobcat with trencher 
Volvo tip truck 
Grader 
Roller 

Excavations 
Drainage 

Landscaping 
Grading roads 

Road repairs 
Water carting 

We supply 
Road base 
Sand and soil 
Rockbreaker 
Augers 

Rock walls a speciality 
Rocks of your choice 

Rural fencing 
Firewood  

Rubbish removal 

Andromeda Nebula, M31,  M32  is in the  halo and M110 above  

The Double Double, ε Lyrae                                          

Star struck    
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FOR ALL YOUR RURAL CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS 

Hay & Silage 
 

Direct drilling 
 

Ploughing 
 

Slashing 
 

Weed spraying 
 

ChemCert             
      accredited 
 

Consulting 
 

Property        
management 
 

Rural fencing 
 

Hay & Silage 
  sales 

Geoff & Tania Sharman 
Geoff 0409 289 122    Tania 0409 289 123 
 

44 651 177 

Valley finance views  
by Abacus 

The subject this month was going to be 
the critical financial security of our 
baby boomers (over fifty five years old) 
relative to the highly volatile stock 
markets, debt markets, geopolitical 
markets, and property markets.   
That is until I was proverbially knocked off my 
perch by news bigger than any market 
volatility [if you are a reader you must have 
expected the latter, so no new news]. 
 

Would you believe that on Monday August 22 
2011, Australia became the first country in the 
world to pass legislation granting carbon 
credits to farmers?? 
 

Not a Bill, not a debate, not a word, 
LEGISLATION.  It is now law.  
 

Carbon credits farmers can sell!!  They 
actually educate farmers how to do it as well.   
 

Well, I am writing this before publication of 
the Valley Voice, 24 hours after this event.   
By the time this article is published it may well 
be in mainstream media in Australia.  
But my research shows today that this has not 
been published in any Australian media 
whatsoever at the time of writing.   
 

I remain gobsmacked.   
If you read the international press it is in 
mainstream media, industry media, and 
“green” media all over the world.  You can’t 

count the number of independent reports and 
news articles on “Google”. 
 

Just don’t call Australian farmers, because they 
would never know about it. 
 

Naturally curious, I then went to the various sites 
to learn how I could understand more.  Okay, 
maybe make some money out of it on my farm.   
 

And I read the announcements, was directed to 
the website, and I am now a registered claimant 
on the Australian government website for the 
carbon credits available from my farm.  
My brief analysis suggests about $20,000 per 
annum pre tax.  Without moving a finger except 
at the computer. More active initiatives could 
create more.  
 

At first the barriers of working out how to 
quantify the credits [which are likely to sell for 
$20-30 per tonne] appear high.  The equations, 
took me back to when I used to be smart but 
somehow am not now. I thought toss that, the 
government is only looking after the big farmers 
who can afford expensive advisors.  Scientists 
maybe. WRONG.  They provide all the software 
and other tools required for farmers to participate 
in both unsophisticated and sophisticated forms 
to establish carbon measurement and sale.  
Online, Government registered, easy, and FREE. 
 

Although they do remind you in the small print 
that lying to the Government is a criminal 
offence subject to mandatory gaol terms.   
So care is still required. 
The Government site provides all the (very 
complex) software for the carbon sequestration 
identification, analysis, modelling and pricing. 

You couldn’t credit it.  Let alone afford it 
otherwise. Also the application forms, the 
“help” documents required to understand them, 
and even likely projects you could consider. 
 

Within a half hour, I had mapped my property 
and was well on the way to understanding how 
I could participate in this necessary legislative 
initiative, both make money, and help climate 
change.  Choose either one, making money 
and/or helping climate change.  I know that 
climate sceptic farmers, once they know how 
easy it is, will all be online, in spite of…..  
 

So this is not just new legislation, it actually 
already works. Ye gad!!  
 

Good luck!!.. Maybe it calls for a Kangaroo 
Valley community initiative to fully benefit all 
of us and also the farmers.  Certainly fits our 
community profile.   

In the meantime, all those over 55’s year olds 
should be out planting their veggie patches, 
patting those chooks, singing to their fruit 
trees, doing the rumba for the wombats, 
because your savings are under attack.  For a 
long time.   
 

Disclaimer:  This is not advice.  I am not 
licensed to give advice of any kind.  Advice can 
be understood as individual advice to a person 
about their particular financial circumstances, 
or general advice about investing.  So you 
cannot, and should not, rely on anything 
written here.  You should only rely on advice 
from a licensed advisor.  If this article has 
sparked interest please seek out a licensed 
advisor.   
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We specialise in all aspects of the pest control industry, including termites, soil treatments, general pests, building & pest inspections. 
 

We are certified for all physical barriers including granite guard, trithor, plasmite and many more. 
 

It's not the cost of the service, it's the quality of the service. 

EST 1890 

 

  44 651 520       0411 704 067 

Saludos Mis Amigos! 
 

with the seasonal Chef 
What is the proper way to serve tapas 
and what are the real Tapas?  
I have travelled to the most remote parts 
of Spain and then onto the most popular 
places where you can’t even find tapas 
through the hideously bastardized menus 
provided for the lobster red all inclusive 
Brit holiday makers.  
I remember thinking where do I go to find 
these elusive tapas everyone keeps talking 
about. Then by accident I stumbled across a 
small hole in the wall bar with a chalkboard 
menu on the wall which had been in the family 
for over 100 years. It was in the back lanes of 
the old town of Palma Mallorca and my friends 
the tapas were free! 
Tapas are basically a selection of small dishes 
offered in-between meals. You see in Spain 
you usually roll out later in the morning then 
have a siesta later in the afternoon which puts 
your stomach in the not starving but could go a 
small bite or a few small bites.  
Tapas are actually plural so when you refer to a 
single dish it is actually Tapa. Tapas also vary 
around Spain and in the Basque country it is 
referred to as Pintsos pronounced Pincho.  
Very similar to Tapas but usually served on 
bread and usually provided free while you at 
drinking at an establishment.  In Barcelona you 
can find tiny representations of haute cuisine.  
While Rioja region you will find simple 
selections such as grilled octopus and steaming 

bowls of patatas bravos(fried potatoes) simple 
but ‘oh so good’.  
 

The word Tapas is derived from the Spanish verb 
Tapa, “to cover”. It is said that Tapas 
traditionally began when King Alfonso X of 
Castile recovered from an illness by drinking 
wine and small dishes between meals.  
After regaining his health he ordered all taverns 
to serve a small snack with each wine sold. 
Although this is just one of many explanations 
throughout the country it is by far the most 
popular. Tapas have evolved through history 
influenced by the many different cultures that 
have settled in the country. 
Traditionally Tapas was served in small 
earthenware bowls but now it can be on the 
counter for self-service or you can order form a 
large menu with over 100 different options. 
There is no limit on what can be served as tapas 
everything from ham and cheese toasties to 
garlic mushrooms, jamon, octopus, potato salad, 
olives,  tortilla, prawns……. I think you get the 
picture. The only limits are what you can get 
down your throat and into your gut!  
I once had a night out with a few friends who 
had Friday night ritual to see who could pile the 
most plates of inhaled tapas, the winner a bottle 
of wine the loser the whole bill! 
Tapas is such a great food culture the freedom it 
gives to be able to have so much to choose from 
and to  share your  food with friends, order 
anytime you feel hungry not restricted to meal 
times or long winded menus with no light 
options. Just simple plates with fresh fast food to 
hit the spot… here’s hoping more Aussie 
establishments catch on to this but if they do 
please leave off the over inflated prices as it 

doesn’t take much money only your 
imagination to get these little gems on a plate 
and out to your customers.  
 

This month’s recipe is for Patatas Bravas 
 

For The Sauce 
3 tbsp olive oil 
1 small onion 
2 garlic cloves chopped 
1 can chopped tomatoes 
1 tbsp sweet paprika 
good pinch chilli powder 
pinch sugar 
chopped fresh parsley 
For The Potatoes 
900g potatoes 
1 glug of olive oil 
 

Method 
 

1.Prepare ahead by heating the oil in the pan, 
add the onion and fry for about 5 minutes until 
softened. Add the garlic, tomatoes, tomato 
puree, paprika, chilli powder, sugar and salt 
and bring to the boil, stirring. Simmer for 10 
minutes until pulpy. Set aside for up to 24hrs. 
 

2.To serve, preheat oven to 180C. Cut the 
potatoes into small cubes and pat dry with 
kitchen towel. Spread over a roasting tin and 
toss in the oil, then season. Roast for 40-50 
minutes, until the potatoes are crisp and 
golden. 
 

3Tip the potatoes into small dishes and  
spoon over the reheated sauce.   Sprinkle with 
Parsley. Serve with cocktail sticks. 
 

Great tapa with beer! 
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Kangaroo Valley’s own 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
32 Moss Vale Road, Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577  

phone (02) 4465 1986 

Watch for our weekly specials 

Open seven days a week from 6 am to 7 pm 
 

The best fresh fruit and meat and grocery choice 

Petrol, diesel, oils Bottled and refilled gas 
Ice and Telephone credits 

For Valley Voice  
advertising please phone  

44 651 621 

Although on a number of Saturdays we 
went very close to it, Saturday 23rd 
July was our first washout for the year, 
let’s hope it is the last.  
The following Saturday 30 July, although 
foggy and cold, was a lot better than the 
week before.  
We could play our July Medal and Medal of 
Medals round in reasonable golfing conditions. 
Mike Hinton, with his nett score of 69 had a 
very comfortable win to take out the Medal but 
as he had not won a Medal in 2010/11 he was 
not eligible for the Medal of Medals.  
This was won by the second placed player, 
Gordon Thomson, who had a nett 73 and Ron 
Bower was placed third with his nett 74.  
Sheila Young won the Stableford Competition 
on 6th August with  a respectable score of 38 
beating Peter Dumbrell into second spot with 
his 37 points.  
They were well ahead of the field as Ron 
Bower’s score of 34 points gave him third 
place on a countback.  
Saturday 13th August was our Monthly Par 
competition and one of the few days this 
winter that we didn’t have to tee off in fog. 
John Innes made the most of it with a great 
score of +6, 4 strokes ahead of the next three 

players with their +2 score.  
Joan Edwards was second, on a 
countback, beating John Rose who 

took third spot also on a countback.  
Saturday 20 August was anotherwet Saturday, 
with heavy rain at times, which made the 
conditions hard going for the Stableford 
competition.  
It was also the day of our AGM and presentation 
of trophies and a BBQ lunch, kindly supplied by 
the Resort, sandwiched (couldn’t resist the pun) 
the morning round and the Meeting.  
The outgoing Committee was thanked for their 
efforts over the 2010/11 season and were re-
elected for 2011/12 season.  
President; John Rose,  
Treasurer: Gordon Thomson,  
Club Captain Ron Bower;  
Ladies Captain; Suzie Wright  
and Committee members Dinny Mandalis and 
Ray Michelsons.  
The Club Champions for 2010/11 were  
“A” Grade- John Seyffer,  
“B” Grade- Rick Donaldson,  
“C” Grade- Gordon Thomson  
and Women’s- Lee Gilbert. 2010/11  
Medal winners were: July 2010- Steve Atkins, 
August 2010- Ray Michelsons, September 2010- 
John Innes, October 2010- Gordon Thomson, 
November 2010- Bill Clemens, December 2010– 
Leigh Gilbert, January 2011- John Seyffer, 
February 2011- Jeff Levey, March 2011- John 
Seyffer, April 2011- Peter Dumbrell, May 2011- 
John Rose, June 2011- Rod Ashbolt and 2010/11 
Medal of Medals- Gordon Thomson.  
The Eclectic Trophy was won by Ray 

Michelsons and the handicap  Match Play 
trophy by David Cochrane.  
A special “Hole in One” trophy was awarded 
Mike Hinton was his great effort of being the 
first person, to our knowledge, of holing out 
with one shot on the 190 metres, Par 3, 14th 
hole and if that wasn’t enough it was on 
Saturday the 10/10/2010.  
The morning Stableford Competition was 
again played on a really wet course with heavy 
rain showers during the morning and only a 
few courageous souls, I wasn’t one of them, 
ventured out to play.  
Steve Atkins and Bill Clemens managed 
respectable scores of 35 points with Steve 
winning on a countback.  
Shelia Young was third with 31 points.  

Until next time Seventy Plus 

 
Rick Donaldson being presented with his  

“B” Grade Championship trophy by  
Ron Bower the men’s Captain. 

Kangaroo Valley Golf Club  
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Peter Dumbrell being presented with his 

monthly medal by Ron Bower  

John Rose, the Club President, being presented 
with his monthly medal by Ron Bower. 

Gordon Thomson, the Clubs Secretary 
Treasurer, receives  his “C” Grade 

Championship Trophy by Ron Bower 

Bill Clemens being presented with his monthly 
medal by Suzie Wright the Ladies’ Captain 

Steve Atkins being presented with his  
monthly medal by Suzie Wright  

 
Club Championship Results 2010/11  

  
“A” Grade -  

John Seyffer beat Brett Morris 6 & 5 
 

“B” Grade -  
Rick Donaldson beat Dave Purll 4 & 3 

 

“C” Grade -  
Gordon Thomson beat Peter Dumbrell  

3 & 2 
 

Women’s -  
Lee Gilbert beat Suzanne Greer 5 & 4 

 
Congratulations to all the Champions  
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Them what whispers down the well, 
About the goods they ‘ave to sell, 
Will not make as many dollars, 

As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers. 

Kangaroo Valley Security 
Regular and casual patrols of  

properties and premises 
Alarm responses – Security signage 

Static guarding 
Sales of alarms and associated equipment 

Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley 
 

Ph 44 651 659  Mob: 042 865 1659 
Master Licence No: 407376632 

The Village Green Nursery 
 

Pot Plant to Paddock—Natives, Exotics, Fruit and Ornamental 
trees, Tubestock, windbreaks and Hedging 

 

Bare rooted stock now in 
 

 Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren 

for helpful service and advice  
“council carpark” Kangaroo Valley, open 7 days 

  
 
 

Ph 44651037     email: eccleselectrical@westnet.com.au 
 

*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial 
 

*Refrigeration/Air-con            *Plus Pump Repairs 
 

~Emergency Service Available~ 

Eccles Electrical 

              Ian McLean  
        Home Handyman  

               
     Tel: 4464 3267   Mob: 0427 643 267

$1,000 limit to  
any “building” work 

J. Brian. Davidson 
Painter & Decorator 

(35 years experience) 
including Colour Consultation. Fully Insured. 

Reasonable Rates Call Brian for free 
quotation for work under $1000  

0432 659 816 

This space could be yours 
 

Just telephone  
 

44 651 621 
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DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES 
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter 

 

7 Days, Emergency service 
Call Mark or Margo 

Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080 
Lic. No. 11234 

Servicing Kangaroo Valley for almost 20 years 

MTA Member   
Motor Mechanic Lic #: 106089 

All Mechanical Repairs 
    Log Book Servicing 

Brake & Clutch Repairs 
Slasher, Mower,  
Ride-on Repairs 

Mig Welding, Tyre Repairs 
On farm mechanical repairs 

   Plant/Heavy Vehicle Field 
Servicing 

19 years mechanical knowledge  
and Licenced Workshop experience.  

We provide full service for 4x4’s and motor vehicles 
 

John Wright 0411 619 179 
email Wassa@shoal.net.au 

 

Wrights Farm Machinery P/L 
Jenanter Drive, Kangaroo Valley 

Call Warren 0438 418 198  4465 1030 

Same day repairs 
 Kangaroo Valley 

Electrical services and renewable 
energy systems for your  

home or business    
  

Lic No: 46822C CEC Accredited: A3257263 

P: 44 651 540 
 

E:info@kangaroovalleysolar.com.au 
www.kangaroovalleysolar.com.au 

 

Mike and Cathy Gorman 
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Paul Obern Arborist Services 
Qualified Tree Surgeon with 15 years Experience 

 
Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, 
Thinning, Mulching, Fire Reduction Clearing, Dangerous 

Tree Removal – All Sizes 
Call Paul Tel 44651391 or Mobile No  0403610236 

Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area  

 

Domestic * New/Repaints  
*Commercial * Insurance Work 

ABN 64 835 636 910   
Lic.  Number: 197810C 

Kangaroo Valley’s Local Licenced Painter 

0411 361 981 or 44 651 920  
kvpainting@gmail.com 

P: 4446 0713     e : marknheidi@optusnet.com.au                

 
 

Free  
quotes 
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Specialising in Tung Oil for New & Old Flooring 
& Environmentally Friendly Coatings 

For expert, practical bookkeeping advice call:- 
 

BILL ALLDRITT BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 

 

Providing a complete range of                
 bookkeeping services using MYOB, including:- 
             general bookkeeping 
           bank reconciliation 
           accounts payable 
           debtors and accounts receivable 
           payroll services   
 
Registered BAS Agent (Reg # 07902 007).           

MYOB Professional Partner 
P.O. Box 6228 
Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577 
 

M:- 0408 32 55 88 
E:- billalldritt@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
W:- www.billalldritt.com.au 

This space could be yours 
 

Just telephone  
 

44 651 621 
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But many years have passed. ‘Old’ Fort 
Niagara up the road – once the vital linchpin, 
the gateway for the exploration of the interior 
of a continent – is now a manicured state park. 
The US Army officially deactivated Fort 

(Continued from page 32) 

My homing 
thoughts 
by Sean Scarisbrick  

Niagara in 1963, and the wooden arch 
proclaiming “Through this gate the world’s best 
marksmen pass” is now the entry to a vast 
complex of green soccer fields, where my kids 
and thousands of others spend their springtime 
evenings learning ‘the beautiful game’. 
 
Further evidence of how pleasant things here 
have become includes a father-son duo who just 
emerged from a green Buick sedan. Mountain 
bikes banged out of the boot (sssh – but there 

isn’t bloody mountain for fifty miles!) and 
helmets on, the father reaches into the backseat 
for their expedition provisions – and slings that 
plastic shopping bag over a handle bar, locks 
the door, and trundles off. 
Nothing says ‘adventure’ like a micro-thin 
supermarket shopping bag. 
Another family: Mom and Dad, a boy and a 
girl, return on bikes to their black Chevy 
Silverado. They present a perfect family 
picture: paper rolled under dad’s arm, one of 
the kids sucking on a plastic sports-drink 
bottle.  
But something is wrong with the picture. 
Where are the Big M’s or Oak cartons of 
flavoured milk? The grit of sand from the 
beach or the bush soil of eroded sandstone and 
loam? 
 

In my Australian imagination, the boy should 
be stuffing his hands into a scalding hot 
package of chips from the milk bar, bbq sauce 
both lubricating his descent and making it 
impossible to grab those last few fat chips at 
the bottom without squishing them open and 
bursting the hot starchy potato out of its 
chopped, rectangular casing. 
 

Even as I gradually accept the longevity of my 
American existence, there are these moments 
in which my ancient Australian reality breaks 
through: flickering jiffies of reality shimmering 
beyond the surface, perhaps beyond the 
artifice, of the landscape of my American life 
that I daily construct for myself. 
 

Even as I willingly engage in it, it appears as if 
this daily papering-over of my deeper reality is 
doomed. 
 

It is not as if I am inadept at creating my new 
life. It is more a case that the rocky geography 
of my own past, my own self, cannot be so 
rudely covered over by this flat landscape. No 
Niagara can wash away some of the essentials 
of my Australian self. It is a reassuring thing, 
even as it unsettles my vision from this porch / 
verandah. On the days in which I care enough 
to stare I am jangled out of domesticity into a 
new, and sometimes fearful, symmetry. 

Kookaburra 

J. T. Rebbeck - Earthmoving Contractor 
4465 1329 Mobile 0414 744 258 

Reliable service,                
excellent equipment, competitive quotes. 

check your planned burnoff also comes out of 
their pocket with no compensation for the time 
or expense. 
Permits are issued free of charge but a small 
donation to the brigade is always 
appreciated to assist with on-going expenses.  
They can be issued for a period of up to three 
weeks to give you time to conduct your burn 
when the weather is suitable. 
Training nights are still the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday night from 6 p.m. at the station 
If interested in joining please call down and 
introduce yourself as we are still desperately 
looking for new members to join our ranks 
Open to all over the age of 16 and would 
particularly encourage some of our males and 
females around the Valley to join and learn 
some new skills. 

Why not challenge  
your friends to join up 

(Continued from page 30) 

Firey Tales 

 
 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (now a Division of 
the Dept of Environment, Climate Change and Water) are 
conducting a 1080 fox baiting program in the Kangaroo 

Valley and Budgong areas for the protection of the 
Endangered Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby.  

The baiting is conducted on various private properties, 
NPWS estate, Sydney Catchment Authority estate  

and vacant Crown land.   
All bait stations in this program are permanently baited 
throughout the year and all properties being baited have 

baiting notification signs at their entrances  
with the dates when baits are out.   

Dog owners are reminded to ensure their dogs do not 
wander as dogs are highly susceptible to 1080 poisoning.  

 
For any further information please contact  
Melinda Norton or Alison Prentice at the  

DECCW Highlands Area Office, Fitzroy Falls  
on (02) 4887 8244. 
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Wot’s on in the Valley 
Special events September 2011 

Weekly events 
Mon – Fri  Bus Service to Nowra and   
 Highlands   -   4423 5990 
Mon –Tues-Thurs Mass  St. Joseph’s 8 am 
Mon 1-3 pm Women's Bible Study  
 Anglican Hall 44651585 
Tues Men's Bowling - 1 pm, Casual  
 Contact Club 4465 1175  
Tues 10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga  
 44 651 364 
Tues Cuppa & kids  
                    Sunday School Hall  from 9-30 am 
Wed Mass St Joseph’s 6-15 am 
Wed  Pioneer Park Men’s Shed from 9 am 
 Finishing round 4 pm with a pint at      
 The Bowlo Werner Bayer 4465 1058 
Wed            Mixed Bowling, casual, register by                           
                                         12.45 pm, play starts 1.00 pm. Contact    
                                          Club 4465 1175 
Wed KVRFS Training at Shed  6pm 
Wed             6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact  
                     44  651364 
Thurs          Pilates KV Hall 1 pm—2-15 pm 
                       Enquiries 44 651 958 
Thurs          5 pm Golf Croquet 
                    Walking group P.O. 10 am 
Thurs  1-3 pm Women's Care & share -  
 Anglican Hall 44 651 585 
Sat              Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 8 am 
Sat              1 pm Social Bowls KV Bowling         
Sun             Bowling Club 'Barefoot Bowls' 1 pm  
Sun Anglican Church 4465 1585   
 8-30 am Traditional service  
 10 am Contemporary service and  
 Sunday School     
Sun Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am 

Bi-weekly events 
Thursday (1st & 3rd) Men’s Group— 7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 4465 1056 

* 
The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley 

*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $48 per year  
  Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know. 

 
  Please tick the appropriate box:         I AM A NEW RESIDENT 
                                                              I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY 
                                                              SUBSCRIPTION  -  (Cheque or Money Order only thank you) 
                                                              CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS 
  Your Mailing Address:-         
                                         Name _________________________________________________________________            
                                                  
       
 Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________ 

 
 K.V. Voice Office:-  149 Moss Vale Rd , Kangaroo Valley 2577.   Phone (02) 4465 1621 

If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel  would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you 

Claim the date! 
 

Oct 1          Ninth Annual Kangaroo Valley               
                                           Buster Keaton Silent Movie   night       
 
Oct 11      K.V. Tennis Club AGM, Ambulance       
                                         Station Meeting Room. 7.30 pm 
            
Oct 15                              Noah’s Ark Challenge 
 

Oct 21 –23      Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival 
 
Dec 17                             Pantomime at the hall 
 
Dec 18              Carols in the Valley at the               
                                                       Church of the Good Shepherd 
 
 
Organisations are invited to use this page  
to claim the date for any events they are planning,  
so as to avoid doubling up and clashes with other groups 

 
Sep 7              The Pavillion Restaurant Berry Providore dinner featuring Kangaroo                
                                                     Valley Olives Telephone 4464 1074 for a reservation 
 
Sep 17             P & C Trivia Night KV Hall 
 
Sep 24                              Trek for Timor (around the Valley rim) 
 
Sep 25                Hampden Bridge restoration party 3-5 pm 
 
 

 

Monthly events 
 
 

Mon (1st) KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – David Smart 4465 1214 
 

Mon (2nd) Environment Group – 6 pm – The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley –  
            Peter Stanton 4465 1688 
 

Mon (3rd) A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Donna Parker, 4465 2170 
 

 Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare Workbee. Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147 
                                           for confirmation and location of meeting place.   

Tues (1st)        CWA 10 am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30 pm Combined Luncheon, 
           1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting 

 

Tues (2nd)        Pre School Meeting 
 
 

Tues (2nd)       KV Historical Society 10-30 am to  noon Garth Chittick 4465 1367  
 

Tues (2nd)   KV Pioneer Settlement Trust meeting 9 am to 10.30 am 
           Elaine Apperley 4465 2026  
 
 

Tues (4th)          Lions Club. Carolyn Green 4465 1384 
 
Wed (1st)         Pioneer Museum Park. Working Bee 9.00 am to 12 noon  
                                  Werner Bayer 4465 -105 or Phil Scott 4465 1968.   
 
 

Thurs (2nd) P. & C. Meeting – – KV  School  
 

Fri (2nd) View Club General Meeting and  Luncheon – 12 pm – locations as advised 
 
 

Sat (last)   Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482 
 
Sun (last) Fishing Club Competition day – Harold Sharman   4465 1140 
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KANGAROO VALLEY VOICE 
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OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
 

K. V. Show   Donna Parker             0411014493 
Alcholics Anonymous      Rick 4465 1113 
Brogers Creek Landcare    
                       Andrew Fitzsimmons  4465 1482 
Budgong Community Group  
                               Nicholas Carlile  4446 0591 
Historical Society Garth Chittick     4465 1367 
FYRE   Karen Harrison   4465 1699 
KV Arts Festival  
                            Denise Wright   4465 1963 
K.V.C.A..           Barbara Woodney  4465 1117  
KV Garden Group  Lee Sharam         4465 1756 
KVRFB Captain David Smart        4465 1214 
Iyengar Yoga Rose Andrews     4465 1364 
Osborne Park/Hall Jacqui. Lenz        4465 1272 
Pioneer Museum    Elaine Apperley 4465 2026 
Rock-Wallaby Melinda Norton 4887 8256               
Tourist Assn Lyn Obern 4465 1391 
Upper River Progress Assn   
                              David Loneragan 4465 1364 
 

EMERGENCIES  
Police  13 1444 or 4421 9699 
Ambulance 000  
Poisons 13 1126 
Integral Energy 13 1003  
Lifeline 13 1114 
Fire 000 

 

SPORTS & EXERCISE 
Bushwalking Fran Pritchard     4465 1599 

Cricket Club        Greg Thompson         4465 1531 
Croquet Club Mary McIntyre       4465 2757 
Fishing Club Vinnie Winch 4465 1448  
Golf Club John Rose 4464 2384 
Hockey Club       Sharon Gomez        4465 1580 
Ladies Bowling Margery Good 4465 1341 
Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick 4465 1035 
Pilates Kate Manka       0414 482 345 
Pony Club Ilse O’Reilly           4465 1767 
Rowing Club      Gerry Garrett          4465 1419 
Tennis Club Bruce Rodway 4465 1756 
 
Group Secretaries - please check & update details 

SCHOOLS & CHURCHES 
 

Preschool             Jacinta Powell       4465 1327 
P & C                    Bianca Murphy      4465 1182    
Public School John Bond             4465 1182 
Scots College Grahame Allen 4465 1089 
Anglican Church Andrew Patterson 4465 1585 
Sunday School Jeanette Dumbrell 4465 2708 
Catholic Church Anne Dynon 4464 1910 
 
 

CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS 
 

CMR Institute Isabel Butler 4465 1248 
Lions Club         Lorraine Mairinger  4465 1031 
V.I.E.W. Club   Betty Allan 4465 1154 
C.W.A. Gwen Nelson 4443 3409 
Amnesty Int. Libby Turnock 4465 1357 
Environment        Rosemary Stanton 4465 1711 
Wires  4862 1788 
 

AGES & STAGES 
 

Cubs/Scouting   Gary Thomas           4465 1485 
Cuppa and kids  Cecily Paterson       4465 1585 


