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Kidpower: Valley school triumphant
TechnoPush 2007
The media reports highlighted an
exciting and exhilarating event with 800
students and 37 schools involved!
It was both a privilege and a pleasure to
be supporting our energised students,
enthusiastic teacher, Kathy Davis and our
strong band of loyal parents at Eastern
Creek Raceway recently.
And what a day of enthralling participation and
success!
The pushcart lived up to its detailed design
requirement.
It was excellent, winning the Excellence in
Engineering and Design Award.
The students’ knowledge of scientific method
was deemed outstanding by the judges and this,
along with the presentation by the 3D Racers’
Media Team who detailed the investigative and
design process the whole class had been
involved in, computer research undertaken,
combined racing results, team spirit and look, a
wall length pictorial display, dance routine,
healthy menus and a whole lot more gave the
3D Racers the edge and gained them The
Overall Winner (Primary) Award.
Well done Mrs Davis, 3D and parent helpers.
What a day for our students to remember for a
long time.
Mark McCarthy School Principal
More on page 7

Mollie Mather and Ben Winch proudly accepting one of the two major awards on behalf of 3D Racers
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It was the French writer and
philosopher Voltaire in the eighteenth
century who said “I do not agree with
what you have to say, but I'll defend to the
death your right to say it”
That seems to be the correct sentiment to apply
to the issues arising from the RTA actions last
month to press ahead with their decision to
remove a great many trees from a section of
Moss Vale Road.
We present our lively letters page this month as
evidence that not all the community
unanimously agree on the worth of the RTA
decision nor the actions of those who protested
as the work started on an early misty valley
morning.
There has also been feedback in person and by
telephone of those wishing to express support
or lodge an objection.
Our pages as always, are open for expression of
differing viewpoints.
What may have been overlooked in the
heightened emotional setting of these past
weeks and the verbal and written exchanges
that have ensued, is that many among the
protesters were at the rally, not simply because
of the destruction of the trees, but because of
the attitude of the bureaucrats in the RTA, who
acted with unjustifiable haste, without due
notice and with a complete disregard for public
opinion.
Councillor Anderson said as much in his letter
to the Editor last month.
But as Voltaire suggests, we can defend the
right to free speech, without falling in with the
conclusions or the sentiments of the speaker.
Certainly it is the tradition in newspapers that
any subject is open for examination and opinion
in the editorial content of the paper, no matter
really about the accuracy or veracity of the
arguments for and against the proposition.
Name calling and personal abuse is not the
basis for reasonable discussion, on any subject
where there can be diametrically opposed,
strongly held views.
We still maintain some rights as citizens in a
free society, they must not be eroded by a
slavish disposition and kneeling to generally

Letters to the Editor

faceless and nameless bureaucrats.
That is why the Valley Voice adopted the
position of challenge in the August issue.
We do not accept that only those in official
positions are capable of interpreting the worth
of conflicting advice.
The edicts that flow from positions of authority
are not omnipotent, nor sacrosanct; they
sometimes deserve a rigorous examination to
justify the conclusions reached and the
decisions taken.
It is no surprise that now some senior officials
in the RTA have admitted they may have acted
inappropriately in the matter and are anxious to
commence a dialogue that could benefit all
sides and to attack the concern of all parties to
achieve improved road safety conditions within
the valley.
On other matters our thanks to Scott Styles and
Craig Winter for their report covering the
tragedy at Barrengarry (page 3).
There is good news about the bowling club’s
chances of survival, (see page 16) and the
generous response to the auction benefit night
for Clare McGlynn, (see page 3).
The final arrangements for the second folk
festival are in place; this time they deserve the
luck of a dry weekend, the offerings are
detailed on page 18 and 19.
In other matters musical there is a report on the
highly appreciated Simone Young concert at
Bellawongarah, which featured a Wagner piano
piece for four hands, in a brilliant setting.
It is good to see a return of a variety of sports
news in this issue which reminds me that the
position of sports reporter is available (call 44
651 621) while our regular contributors provide
their entertaining and informative columns.
But the best news of the month is the success of
our tiny public school, against major
competition taking out two awards (including
best overall) in TechnoPush 2007.
Whether it is sporting, academic, cultural or
social participation in the wider community, the
pupils and staff of Kangaroo Valley Public
School have developed a deserved reputation
for excellence in a variety of endeavours.
Congratulations to them all.
Carl Leddy
The Editor

Name calling not needed
All letters must be signed by
the writer and give both
business and home phone
numbers so letters can be
verified.
Mail to :
The Editor
c/o Post Office
Kangaroo Valley. 2577

In the South Coast Register of 3 August, four
“original locals” are reported as claiming there
was strong support within Kangaroo Valley for
the RTA’s controversial decision to remove 97
trees from Moss Vale Road.
One of them is quoted as describing as
“ratbags” the majority of those who attended
(Continued on page 4)
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Tragedy at Barrengarry
On Friday August 3, a terrible tragedy
unfolded that left a large number of
people in a state of utter helplessness.
An excavator and operator were working
for the Department of Lands doing creek
bank stabilisation opposite the old Smart’s
dairy.
At 11:57 the Kangaroo Valley Ambulance
received the initial call to respond to an incident
on Graham’s road to an excavator rollover in
the Barrengarry Creek with the operator still
trapped inside.
Let me assure you we were not expecting what
we were about to stumble upon.
The accident was witnessed by the operator’s
colleague who initiated a rescue attempt before
getting help.
On the arrival of the first Ambulance we were
confronted with the excavator lying on its left
hand side in a water hole approximately two
metres deep, with the operator’s compartment
totally submerged.
The operator’s colleague along with Officer
Styles entered the freezing water in a second
rescue attempt aided by John Smart who had
obtained a hose and a steel mallet.
John and Officer Harvey became an integral
part of the rescue attempt by having the
presence of mind to contact Dave Selby for his
assistance.
This forethought was an integral part in later
raising the submerged excavator.
At 12:18 the pagers for the Kangaroo Valley
RFS were activated with their first unit with
three members on board arriving at
approximately 12:30.
They were met on scene by John Allen who had
proceeded directly from home.
Valley 2 arrived a short time later with a further
six members on board. Kangaroo Valley RFS
members where than briefed on the situation by
John and Officer Harvey as to the situation,
however at that stage all that could be done
with the resources available had been
attempted.
During the initial stages a number of other

vehicles arrived this included
NSW Fire brigade from
Nowra, Helicopter Rescue 26
from Wollongong,
Ambulance Rescue from
Nowra, two more crewed
ambulances and up to six
Police vehicles, along with a
number of other locals some
of whom had offered their
assistance.
A crew member off rescue 26
donned his wet suit and
goggles in an attempt to see
what he could, this again was
to no avail due to the
murkiness of the water.
Not long after Dave Selby
arrived with his excavator
he was coupled to the
submerged unit with the
assistance of a further
colleague of the excavator
operator who had arrived
from Moss Vale
and the Rescue crewman off
rescue 26.
On Dave’s second attempt he
managed to right the
submerged excavator which
unfortunately displayed the
fate of the trapped operator.
As a result the area was now
declared a Crime scene and police forensics and
work cover were notified.
As a result both Kangaroo Valley fire units,
ambulance rescue, Rescue 26 and other non
required services were stood down all returning
to their respective stations around 2.30 pm.
The colleague who witnessed this terrible
accident was then transported to Shoalhaven
Hospital by the Kangaroo Valley crew for
further treatment.
Police remained on scene late into the night
along with Police rescue who later recovered
the operator’s body.

“We would particularly like to thank the
National Trust for the support of Ms Jacqui
Goddard and Mr Graham Quint, Conservation
Director and Deputy Conservation Director of
the National Trust, and for their determination
to take up the issue of protection of State
Tourist Drives across New South Wales,” said
Chris Warren of RAG.
Ms Goddard said at the end of their visit “The
National Trust is very impressed with the
campaign by the local residents to protect

Scott Styles and Craig Winter
Photograph courtesy South Coast Register.

RAG thanks it’s supporters
The Moss Vale Road Action Group
(RAG) has expressed its thanks for the
extraordinary level of support it has
received from across New South Wales
for the campaign to try to save the
avenue of trees on Moss Vale Road.

The exact cause of the accident is still to be
determined by authorities.
On a personal note I’d like to thank all those
who offered their assistance and suggestions.
Unfortunately due to the nature of this incident
there was absolutely nothing anybody could
physically do and as a result left all of us with a
sense of utter helplessness and extremely
frustrated.
Our thoughts go out to the victim’s family,
colleagues and friends.

Kangaroo Valley’s special scenic values and
believes that the action by the RTA must not be
allowed to set a precedent for further
destruction in the Valley or on other scenic
drives around New South Wales.”
RAG is continuing its efforts to achieve
legislation to protect State Tourist Roads and is
determined to save the next trees earmarked for
removal on Moss Vale Road.
"We may have lost the battle to save these 97
trees but our resolve is even stronger to save the
remaining trees," said Chris Warren. “We want
to achieve a safe road that still has scenic value
and we need to do that with a whole host of
other measures that include lower speed limits.
Unfortunately the measures taken by the RTA
in the last week will only increase speed on our
road.”

Bonzer Benefit
Bonanza
More than 100 people attended the benefit
auction night for Clare McGlynn and
contributed nearly $5500 to purchase an
amazing variety of goods and services
donated by individuals and businesses
throughout the Valley.
Organised by Dr Bob and wife Tracey,
compered by an energetic and extremely funny
Sean Cramer, with back up entertainment by
Marty, Lance and Gina, the event provided an
evening of rollicking fun.
Ticket sales of more the $1000 and an
anonymous donation of a further $1000 have
given the appeal a flying start.
There is still the major raffle and a special day
at Operation Challenge which will provide
further contributions to the worthy cause.
Congratulations to all participants.
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I would also hope that they continue in the
Valley and don't take their efforts elsewhere
where they are more appreciated.
I would also like to reassure the Valley people
that the section of road that is being improved
was a very picturesque, beautiful area before
the trees grew and hide the rural view.
The rich agricultural land and the little creek
plus the mountains in the background was a
sight worth painting.
Taking out some trees I feel will give us the
best of both worlds as we still have an avenue
of trees plus glimpses of the rural setting
through the trees.
I am disappointed that the organisers of the
protest did not seek advice from some of us
who have lived here many years and know the
Valley very well. I also feel we have looked
after the Valley until the influx of people of
more recent times.
I realise that we don't want the place to change
but no matter what we do change is inevitable
and we are lucky we live in a very forgiving
place where no matter where we live there is
always something beautiful to see, be it the
mountains, the streams or the rich agricultural
land or all three combined.
John Walker
Farmer and Land Holder,
Age 76 yrs

the public meeting called by the RTA, which
overwhelmingly condemned the decision.
It is interesting to note that, no sooner had the
trees been destroyed, allegedly because their
proximity to the road constituted a safety
hazard, than the RTA began widening sections
of the road where the trees had been.
That action only serves to reinforce the
suspicion that the RTA’s real motive in
removing the trees was to accommodate the
large trucks which present a far greater danger
to other users of Moss Vale Road than the trees
ever did.
Fortunately, two invaluable rights have to-date
substantially survived in our shrinking
democracy – that of free speech and that to
peaceful protest.
I may strongly disagree with the “original
locals”, but I respect their right to express their
opinions.
However, it does them little credit, especially in
a small community like ours, to denigrate those
who disagree with them.
I was not born into Kangaroo Valley.
I chose to live here, because I value the sense of
community, and value even more our beautiful
environment.
If trying to protect that environment makes me
a ratbag, I wear that badge with pride.
Yours faithfully The Editor
Tony Barnett
The Editor

Editorial: “biased, melodramatic”

Disappointment for some

When last month's Voice arrived in our home
we saw the cover and our first impulse was to
throw it into the recycling bin, however we
were curious to read your Editorial.
We have never seen such a biased,
melodramatic piece of journalism and your
misrepresentation of the actions of the Roads
and Traffic Authority, but we were not
surprised.
We have been told by a number of very
reliable attendees of the Public Meeting
convened by the RTA that, contrary to your
accusations of arrogance, lying and rudeness,
the reverse was the case.
Your claim of "no meaningful dialogue" (we
will not continue in your prose - some of us
mere mortals may have found it hard to
comprehend), between the RTA and the
Community is a complete untruth.
The RTA personnel were available for
consultation and information for a number of
hours during one particular day, a Public
Meeting was then convened at night.
However, we must agree with you that the "23
July 2007 was indeed a day of shame for this
valley".
Never before have the original locals of
Kangaroo Valley ever seen such a display of
reprehensible behaviour, including abusive
and ignorant conduct toward workmen,
contractors and local business people carrying
out their duties in the days after the rally.
Sometimes you need to look to the past to
understand the present.

I am disappointed to see so many Kangaroo
Valley residents so against the RTA making
our much used road safer for us to use.

John and Joan Good

Page 4
The Editor

Letter sent to Joanna Gash MP
Re: Recent public forum on OPEL regional
network held in Nowra and Kiama
As a resident of Wattamolla I was keen to
attend the forums to hear Senator Coonan speak
about the proposed regional
telecommunications network to see whether this
would address the poor telecommunications
services available in Wattamolla.
Poor service consists of no mobile reception, no
access to broadband through ADSL or wireless
broadband and noisy phone lines.
I didn’t feel that my questions about WiMax’s
ability to cover the Wattamolla were answered
in a satisfactory manner by Senator Coonan’s
team. I remain concerned that $2 billion dollars
spent on this network will not achieve anything
for Wattamolla residents and also for the
Shoalhaven area.
Many questions raised at the Nowra public
forum were concerned about the lack of ability
to receive wireless broadband due to line of
sight issues. This issue will remain even if we
have the new OPEL Wimax network.
I do not consider the ABG (Australian
Broadband Guarantee) scheme a satisfactory
answer for Wattamolla residents either.
An expensive slow satellite link with latency is
not a substitute for a decent broadband
connection.
We spoke after the public forum and you
indicated a willingness to meet with the
Wattamolla households affected by poor service
to discuss these issues and some solutions.
Wattamolla residents are keen to meet with you
and we have an email list of approximately 70
email addresses.
Many residents meet on the last Saturday of
each month for Landcare from 2:30-4:30pm
and we invite you to speak with us on either
25th August or 29th September 2007. If neither
date is suitable then please let me know so we
can arrange another meeting time.
Yours sincerely
Elizabeth Aitken
The Editor

Where are the Politicians now?
Now that the TV cameras and news reporters
have gone where are our politicians when we
need them most?
July 23 saw Federal, State and Local
politicians ensuring they had their photo
opportunities fulfilled at a rally guaranteed to
be seen by huge numbers of the voting public.
Call me a cynic but for a politician to be taken
seriously they must be seen when there are no
cameras to be seen.
The removal of trees may have divided
opinion within the community, but the safety
of the Valley has unanimous support amongst
a l l the valley community.
I wait with baited breath for our local
politicians to now support the Road Users
Group for a pedestrian crossing outside the
primary school, for flashing school zone lights
(Continued on page 8)
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KVTA to become Carbon Neutral—the Valley can too!
The Kangaroo Valley Tourist
Association is implementing a program
that will enable the members to become
carbon neutral.
This would make Kangaroo Valley a
principal eco tourist destination in NSW
and build on its reputation of offering
pristine nature experiences through the
high quality tourist operators.
Climate Change is severely affecting our
weather. It is generally agreed worldwide that
man’s pollution through carbon emission is a
primary cause.

…and here are
Les Mitchell’s
recommendation
of suitable trees

Trees-for-Carbon Workshop
The Kangaroo Valley Environment Group will
be holding a half-day workshop this month for
landholders interested in planting trees for
carbon offsets.
As well as a bit of hands-on planting, the
workshop will address aspects to consider
when deciding where and what to plant, how to
prepare you land for planting and how to
protect plantings from animal and weed attack,
so that trees can be assured of lasting long into
the future to absorb the carbon for which they
are being planted.

Meet at KV Show Ground
9am Friday 7 September
Mayor Greg Watson will be
meeting the community in
Kangaroo Valley on Friday, 14th
September, 2007 at 10 am outside
the Kangaroo Valley Post Office.

If we ignore the growing public concerns then
we leave ourselves vulnerable for a further
decline in the domestic tourism market and
extremely vulnerable to a downturn in
international visitors.
If we delay in tackling our emissions we also
will continue to worse the environment.
What is carbon neutral?
The average household emits 14 tonnes of CO2
per annum through energy use, vehicle fuel and
waste. By saving energy, using 100%
accredited green energy we significantly cut our
CO2. By planting trees we can offset the
balance remaining carbon.

The Kangaroo Valley Tourist Association has
appointed Hatch Associates to help us with
energy saving, selecting renewal energy sources
and offsetting our carbon.
Our objective is to become carbon neutral i.e.
the total CO2 emissions from the KVTA and its
full membership are to be offset.
As part of this program the KVTA with the
assistance of the Kangaroo Valley Environment
Group and Hatch held a free seminar for their
members and members of the community at the
Kangaroo Valley Hall at 6:30 p.m. on August
21 with an attendance of more than 80.
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TechnoPush 2007
The Judge’s Comment:
“An outstanding presentation.
You were able to clearly and confidently
articulate the design process and the process
your class went through in participating in
the design challenge. Your overall display
was excellent and highlighted a variety of
cross curricula activities.
Congratulations on a wonderful result!”

...and the participants
Indiana Nutter Year 5
At 6 am on 9th August, 2007, we were about to
see for ourselves the results of five months’
hard work.
It was the day we had all been waiting for – The
KDC-NRMA TechnoPush Challenge.
I was feeling excited as we drove to Eastern
Creek Raceway.
When we arrived, I ran straight to our garage
and, soon enough, the Design Team to which I
belonged, had assembled our pushcart.
Soon after, I was watching the pushcart, 3D
Racers, fly around tight corners.
The brake test was no worry, the cart pulled up
like a car hitting a brick wall (only gentler!)
We had our heat of the Endurance Course down
pat.
The gaps between us and the other teams
increased, until we were so far ahead that 3D
Racers was nearly half the course ahead of
“Black Lightning”, and it was coming second!
We then watched the Sprint and, despite a slight
problem with our seatbelt, we still came second
in our heat.
As the award presentation rolled out, we won
two awards!
One for best design, and the other was for
overall winner!
I had a great time at the TechnoPush, but sadly
I won’t be going again.
Good luck to the next 3D Racers!
Declan Moore, Year 6
At 5:30 am I woke up with sleep on my eyelids
but coals in my chest ready to burn for the
TechnoPush.
I shovelled down 10 Weetbix to fuel the fire.
At 6:25 I met Rory and Aaron at the school
because Rory and I were going with Aaron and
his parents.
So we left the Valley, bouncing around like

Sophie, Eloise, Rory, Declan, Max C, Brooke
and Cameron, giving the team presentation to
the judges.
Visual presentation in the background.

Kangaroo Valley Voice
sausages in a frying pan, filled with excitement
and sleep.
As the trip went on we started to get bored so
we started a name game which was kind of
confusing but fun.
After two hours of non-stop talking we arrived
at Eastern Creek Raceway where the event was
to be held.
It only took us a few minutes to see familiar
faces beaming at us.
We walked into our garage and saw where we
would be assembling our pushcart.
We started to build our pushcart.
Beforehand, we had allocated jobs for each
member of the design team and my job was to
attach the front wheels onto their axle.
While the back wheels were being fastened
onto the back of the push cart I had a brain
wave:
Why don’t we work on both the front and back
wheels at the same time?
After that the MC announced that the obstacle
course was about to begin so Aaron and Eloise
strapped up in their safety gear (helmets,
gloves, elbow pads and knee pads) jumped in
the pushcart and rolled down to the obstacle
course.
After a few other teams the 3D racer trundled to
the starting line.
It was hectic weaving this way and that,
weaving in and out of cones accelerating and
reversing like a herd of springboks running
through the South African jungle.
After the race, Aaron and Eloise were
interviewed by ABC Radio.
Not long later, we marched up to the endurance
course which was usually used as a drift track,
you could tell because of all the skid marks
around the corners.
We were in the second heat of races and, after
watching the first heat, we knew that we had
fierce opposition.
The flag dropped and we sped off running as
fast as we could.
We turned a corner and then completed a quick
changeover and raced off again.

Page 7

3D Racers with the disassembled pushcart at
the beginning of the day.
We were coming first and everyone was
jumping up and down with excitement when we
completed the team swap and went speeding up
the hill then back down it, completing another
leg to cross the line first.
After that we had our presentation.
Following our talk, the officials asked us a few
questions like, “What were the design faults in
your time building the push cart?”
And we answered.
After lunch Mr. McCarthy asked me if I would
like to be interviewed by the Sydney Morning
Herald and of course I accepted (you probably
saw it) and went to talk with the journalist.
Then we were called for our sprint race.
It was a 200 metre straight strip and you would
change over driver and pusher at each end for
six lengths of the course, then you would cross
the finish line.
We were in the last heat.
There were spills and thrills, crashes and bashes
in the heats and then, finally, we were called.
The flag was dropped and off we went charging
like red rampaging rhinoceroses from first to
second and vice versa.
We found ourselves at the turn around point,
did a quick turn around and raced off to the
other side.
After four more laps we charged across the
(Continued on page 14)
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Credibility is important.
The two photos on page 15 of the August 2007
(Continued from page 4)
Valley Voice titled before and after are not of
at the primary and pre-school and for
the same piece of road.
pedestrian and cycle ways at the very least
from the 50 kilometre hour signs at either end We criticise our leaders when they distort the
facts, please don't be measured the same way.
of the valley township.
Name and address supplied.
Only then can our community feel some
Withheld on request
comfort that the politicians have helped us
Editor’s
note:
when we needed them, and not just show up
for a photo when they know their actions will Our correspondent is correct about the
not change anything except perhaps, win a few photograph’s on page 15 in the August issue.
We actually labeled them “from this to this”
votes at a future election.
seeking to convey an impression of change without
A wise old head once told me "Challenge
those issues you can't win, but fight for those ever claiming that the pictures were taken from
exactly the same spot.
issues you can win".
Once the words "Road safety", "Duty of Care" If that conclusion was reached and offended others
of our readers, we apologise for the upset.
and "Potential Liability" were used by the
RTA, the battle was lost because public safety The Editor
became the issue.
Now it is the responsibility of those leaders
(politicians) who lead the public challenge on Best wishes from Doris
July 23 to lead the fight to win the battle for
road safety in the Valley, particularly around I am just writing a short note to send best
wishes to all my friends; not to say goodbye, as
the school zone.
I haven’t moved far, only just over the
Lets not waste time on a witch hunt to
mountain and I will be pleased to see any of
attribute blame for the removal of the trees.
you.
Instead lets spend time to hold our political
leaders, particularly the local council and state After eighty-nine happy years in the Valley it
was hard to make the decision, but I feel sure it
politicians to deliver on road safety in the
was the right decision.
valley.
This place is so friendly and warm, no fogs to
One good turn deserves another.
The rally organisers gave these leaders a photo contend with.
opportunity in the Valley on July 23, now they I will still enjoy to have a drive back home
owe us a pedestrian crossing, school lights and occasionally.
God bless you all
a cycle way.
Doris Good
They will be measured on delivering
Clelland Lodge, 201 Illaroo Rd, Nth Nowra
something they can be held accountable for.
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Not a good example
You will have heard that Queensland has
halved its local Councils.
The simple answer is to save money and
increase efficiency by decreasing altercation.
However the developers are in there well set up
and we shall now see the Sunshine Coast follow
Florida with 'Slums in the Sun', not to mention
high rise apartments wherever you look along
the sea shore.
We believed (in 1980 when we purchased an
acre ) that the hinterland would be spared but
now it will not.
So to be selfish we can say that we wont be
here to mourn the past !
What price the future for KV ?
Warwick Deacock
Dalmeny Qld
The Editor
The National Trust and Kangaroo Valley
Many people may not realize that the National
Trust is a community-based (non-government)
charity formed in 1945 originally to protect the
beautiful Australian countryside.
Since those early days it has continued to
campaign for landscape protection and in 1975
the Kangaroo Valley Landscape Conservation
Area was listed on the National Trust Register
in recognition of its scenic, nature conservation
and historic values.
(Continued on page 34)

from concept to completion,
developing communities

David Neate
Design Manager
Proposed Eco Village in the Valley ….
“We have started our community consultation process with a very productive meeting
with one of the many active local interest groups.
We look forward to future meetings with this group and other Valley community members
to progress our initial concept stage of this landmark project.”

The Colys Group
Helping to build even better places in which to live
We invite your enquiries and comments about the initial plan published in the May issue of the Valley Voice
You can contact us on Telephone 9531 8566 or Facsimile 9531 8499
or visit our web site www.colys.com.au
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Toy Fund Raiser.
Pre School has toy catalogues from our pre
school equipment suppliers.
These catalogues sell toys, some not readily
commercially available.
The toys make great presents (and stocking
fillers if you are thinking that far ahead!)
There is minimal postage if you put your order
in the bulk pre school order.
Pre school gets vouchers to the value of 20% of
all orders.
This is a great top up for our toy cupboard, so
please come in to pre school, pick up some
catalogues and order some great toys!
Orders need to be in by September 28.

Fire Brigade Visit.
The fire brigade visited pre school
and the big school one Wednesday.

The
fire fighters
showed us
the fire truck
and taught us
how to
“Stop, Drop,
Cover and
Roll” if our
clothes ever
catch on fire.
Austin demonstrating drop, rock and roll

We also had to crawl through a cubby house
down low under pretend smoke.
We now know to “get down low and go go go!”
if ever we are in a fire, and to have a family
meeting point to go to. It was great fun!

Jake and Elroy need a home!
The Blue’s Brothers were not put on silent
auction at the winter dance as we thought they
were on loan.
Adane furniture has kindly donated them to the
pre school!
If you would like them to be yours, ring or
come into pre school
and make a bid for
them. We have an
opening bid of $50.
Bidding will close 4
pm Friday September
28.

Get down low and go, go, go!

Wait at the meeting point
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A man and his memories
Bede Walsh was 91 on July 8 and
though he walks a little slower these
days and has little interest in driving
semi-trailers, his mind is sharp, his
memory very good and his hearing,
excellent.

Just try a ‘quiet aside’ and his quip will
shoot straight back, even though you were
not addressing him and he, was in earnest
conversation with someone else.
Bede grew up in Kangaroo Valley where his
parents had a dairy farm at Upper River.
He remained there until moving to Sydney in
1958, to start a Transport Business.
He can remember who owned what farm, even
what paddock, in the 1940’s and 50’s and still
keeps up with what is going on in the District.
Bede has some wonderful tales and anecdotes
of his family and neighbours in the Valley and
also very good knowledge of his colourful
predecessors who emigrated from Ireland, one
way or another!
The family history is interesting.
In 1812, in Belfast, Co. Armagh, Ireland, John
Walsh was born His parents were farmers.
He came to Port Jackson, on the ‘Guilford’, at
‘His Majesty’s pleasure’ and was assigned to
David Berry on his substantial Estate at
Coolangatta.
John was granted his ‘Freedom Certificate’
after the required time, vouched for by David
Berry, who valued his hard work ethic and
desire to prosper in this new country.
In the same year, a seven year old girl arrived
at Sydney town, in the sailing ship ‘Edward’,
with her family.
They were also eager to improve their fortunes.

Catherine O’ Meara was born in Laois Co.
Queens, [now Cork] Ireland, in 1822.
Her parents were Michael [1795-1844] and
Mary Fitzgerald [1796-1879] and she had four
siblings.
The O’Meara family were free settlers and
obtained land at Druewalla, Jamberoo, where
they established a dairy farm.
Their son Patrick, had an eye for the sea trade
and when he grew up, plied the route
between Sydney and Kiama, bringing supplies
and new settles to the Illawarra coastal towns.
Naturally being of Irish heritage he included
potatoes in his cargo and operated two vessels,
the ‘Lapwing’ and the ‘Dolphin’.
He was the first person to bring the humble
spud to the South Coast/ Illawarra district.
Catherine became the comely bride of John
Walsh and the couple went to live on the
family property at Jamberoo,
where a son Peter was born in 1852.
They had a large family of twelve children.
Peter Walsh was Bede’s grandfather and it was
he who rescued the O’Meara estate when
Patrick was facing ruin after the shipwreck of
his ‘Dolphin’.
This property remains in the Walsh family to
this day.
Meanwhile the family had crossed the
mountain, via the Woodhill/Wattamolla track
from Broughton Creek [now Berry] and taken
up selection of 360 acres in Upper River.
In 1860, there was a government initiative,
following the Robinson Land Act, to offer land
to settlers for a small deposit and a contract to
pay back the loan over an extended period,
providing the land was developed.
Many families took advantage of this scheme
and the ‘Kangaroo Ground’, as it was then
called, became home to scores of industrious
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Kangaroo Tales
By Joan Bray
small property owners who had adequate farm
help from their large families.
Cedar had been cut in the Valley since the
1840’s and some of these settlers had already
made money from this activity so they were in a
good position to know where the best land was
situated.
Bede’s grandfather, Peter married Julia
O‘Sullivan in 1881 and their son, Thomas, born
1885, married Mary Stewart.
Tom and Mary were living on the Jamberoo
property for the birth of their first three children
and so Bede was born at the Kiama Hospital on
July 8, 1916.
They later moved to the Upper River farm and
when it came close to the time for Bede’s
mother to give birth to his later siblings, his
father had a well worked out a plan.
Mary was made comfortable in the sulky and a
saddle stowed under the seat.
Tom drove over the Cambewarra Mountain to
Berry on the ‘Butter Track’ and thence to
Jamberoo where he left Mary in the safe
keeping of his brother’s family.
He then saddled up the horse and returned to
the Upper River property to care for the other
children.
When it came time for Mary to leave the small
private hospital in Kiama, he rode to Jamberoo,
collected the sulky and mother and baby would
accompany him home.
Bede’s parents were talented musicians.
Tom played the violin and Mary the piano.
The Walsh Band increased in number as the
children grew up and added more musical
talents and instruments: Bede played the
trumpet and the saxophone.
There was not a Hall between Kiama and
Ulladulla where the Walsh’s Band had not
entertained and Bede remembers sitting a top a
(Continued on page 12)

Kangaroo Valley
Supermarket
4465 1512
Hello and welcome to the Valley!
We have the one-stop-shop for all your
everyday and weekend needs
Groceries Specialty breads
Delicatessen Frozen foods
Fresh fruit and vegetables DVD hire
Chemist lines Video hire
Newspapers Magazines

Moss Vale Road Kangaroo Valley
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It was 1978 before the present suspension
bridge was constructed over the River.
By Joan Bray
In 1888, the Hillcrest School Upper River was
established on hilly land half a mile from the
(Continued from page 11)
junction of Gerringong Creek and the Kangaroo
box on stage when he was very young, tapping River.
his feet to the rhythm.
The site was not really suitable for any sporting
His sister still plays the piano for the pleasure
activities.
of residents at a Retirement Village.
* Bede’s father went to school there but his
Bill Scott was a keen participator in many a ‘
grandfather had been a pupil at the first school
jam session’ at the old homestead of
in the area, in Kelly’s Road.
‘Glenmurray’, together with Harry Cox from ‘ For quite a few years both schools operated, but
Melross’ and Mrs Cullen, on the piano.
falling attendances and poor maintenance
The cows, grazing on their lush river flats, must forced the closure of the one at Kelly’s Rd and
have loved it!
pupils transferred to Hillcrest in 1913.*
There were three or four Bands as regular
In early1888, financial aid to build the new
entertainers in the Valley and surrounding areas
school was given by the government:
and Bede recalls that the four Thurgate Brothers
$90 in today’s currency.
were popular.
A slab building, 20 feet by 16 feet was
Crossing the Kangaroo River and
constructed by Jules Schreiber.
Gerringong Creek was done by means of
It was not a very satisfactory design, as it faced
footbridges, just logs and a hand rail.
the wrong way for comfort in the summer and
Floods made short work of these.
winter and soon became overcrowded.
In 1907, a suspension bridge was built over the
Despite some renovations, by 1921 the building
River by Jack Whitehall and in 1924, it was
had seriously deteriorated.
replaced.
The guttering and downpipes rusted, windy
In 1930, a concrete crossing at the foot of
draughts came through the vertical slabs and
Walsh’s Hill was constructed by voluntary
floor boards, which had been attacked by
labour and maintained by the farmers.
termites; plus the roof leaked.
Bede remembers heating a bucket of tar in a 44
The chimney did not work and smoke from the
gallon drum of hot water, coating the top
internal fireplace billowed around the students’
surface and applying a finish of sand.
heads.
Very good traction was achieved.
There were continual complaints and petitions
The suspension bridge became unsafe and was
from parents, but Government money for
replaced by the Sawkin’s Bridge which was
educational facilities in rural areas was a low
washed away in the 1975 floods.
priority until well after WW1.

Kangaroo Tales
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Finally in 1922, as a matter of urgency for
the safety of the children, the new unused
school building of Jerunga,
near Glenmurray Road on the way to Berry,
was moved to a level two acre site
acquired from John Graham’s land.
This was well above flood level and closer to
the Kangaroo Valley suspension bridge.
The children must have thought they were in a
palace!
Florence Bayliss was the teacher and then Alice
Murray until her retirement in 1931.
Attendance fell during the Depression years and
the school was closed until 1941 when it reopened as Kangaroo Valley Upper School and
Bede’s children were pupils there.
During the years from 1932-1940, those
children whose parents were able, transported
them daily to the main Village School or
instructed at home with the aid of
Correspondence lessons.
After 1941, the school flourished and parents
and grandparents of some of the children
attending Kangaroo Valley Primary today
would have been educated there.
Graham Ford was the last teacher before final
closure in 1969.
Following his school years, Bede worked on the
farm at Upper River and helped out on the other
property, 140 acres at Broughton Creek.
He was keener on the former as Gwen
Schreiber lived next door.
After a few yeas of courtship, Bede and Gwen
married on 30th October 1941, and farmed the
Upper River property.
(Continued on page 34)
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Shoalhaven multipurpose centre
halfway to completion
It will also be an attractive venue for
conventions or other group meetings.
Nowra will become a truly regional centre for
performing and visual arts when the
multipurpose cultural and convention centre
is complete in early 2008.
We already have a fine Arts Centre which
showcases the best of our city’s visual artists
Work is expected to be completed in April
and craftspeople.
2008.
This new flexible and state of the art cultural
Shoalhaven City Mayor Councillor Greg
and convention centre will also allow
Watson said the new centre will see many
exhibitions of many different magnitudes on
performing arts and conventions coming to the display in Nowra.
Shoalhaven.
There will also be a space for experimental
“With this new centre nearing completion, the theatre or small performances, where you
city will have both the means to showcase the require no more than about 180 guests.”
best performing artists in Australia and to host The new cultural and convention centre will
conventions of a reasonable size in the city
have seating for up to 930 in the main theatre,
This venue will also encourage more
while up to 530 people will be able to enjoy
performing artists to visit the Shoalhaven when the centre in dining mode.
considering tours.

Work is now more than halfway
complete on the Shoalhaven’s $23.5
million multipurpose cultural and
convention centre.
Work began on the centre in Bridge Road
Nowra in September 2006, when Edwards
Construction Pty Ltd took over the site.

Human interest
stories, news and
happenings from our
Kangaroo Valley
churches
Compiled by
Ron Bower

Anglican Church Church of the Good Shepherd

Friends in the Baptism of their son, Jackson
James, at our 10 am service on Sunday 26th
August.
Two members of our church, Bob Dunn and
Ron Bower, are organising a charity Golf Day
to raise funds for SECET (full time high school
scripture teachers).
It will be held on Monday 8th October at Nowra
Golf Club and the entry fee includes lunch and
a range of prizes.
Registration form can be obtained from Ron,
4465 2041 or Bob, 4465 2044.
Male and female golfers at any level can join in
the fun by playing and supporting a great cause.

Graham and Elly Castle are on long service
leave for 10 weeks and the Rev. Geoff Taylor,
from Camden, will be the substitute (locum)
minister.
Uniting Church
He will be on duty Sundays, Mondays and
On Sunday 5th August we screened the movie
Tuesdays during that time.
“Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace.”
In emergencies, on other days, contact the
Parish Rector, Rev. Neil Percival, on 4464 1058 This movie tells the story of Dietrich
or the Church Wardens.
The new Crossfire Group, for years 7 to 10
boys, has commenced and both the boys and
leaders are having a great time.
Mary Preston organises their afternoon tea and
also takes a turn in leading a short Bible based
discussion on the Christian life.
Graham has completed his sermon series on the
book of Revelations.
The final couple of chapters gave us a glimpse
of what we can expect in heaven.
As all that is good comes from God it is better
to spend eternity with Him rather than eternal
separation.
On Saturday 8th September, from 9:00 am to
noon, Father Ronan will be conducting a prayer
retreat at the home of Bob and Irene Dunn.
Bring a Bible and lunch will follow.
The retreat is open to anybody who wants to
improve their understanding and application of
prayer. P
lease let Bob or Irene know if you are coming
(Phone 4465 2044)
It was great to share with Chad Pinney and
Ailsa Chittick-Pinney and their family and

Bonhoeffer, a highly regarded Lutheran
minister, who actively opposed Hitler and the
Nazi regime during the Second World War.
It was the Winner of Best Film at the Monte
Carlo Television Festival in 2000.
There were a number of visitors to see this film
and that is how we like it.
There is no compulsion to come every month
but if you would like to join our monthly
activity you can check on the notice boards at
the church and in the community box to see
what is offering, which may interest you.
Commencing in August we will not be having
our usual morning services except on special
occasions.
Instead, our services will be held at 6.30 pm on
the first and third Sundays of each month.
We will continue to have a tea and speaker
(Continued on page 34)
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Medical musts and mentions
As you read this,
Spring will be
upon us.
Hopefully that will
mean an end to the
cold, wet weather and, with it, an end to
the terrible Flu and associated illnesses
that have plagued us throughout the
Winter months!
With respect to illness this was surely the worst
Winter that I have seen for many a long year.
So if you were caught unawares by the dreaded
bug remember to have your Flu shot in
preparation for next Winter!
While it doesn’t guarantee immunity in every

WANTED:
The Pioneer Museum Park requires
someone with attractive and neat
handwriting or who has calligraphy
skills to write a short but special
notice for us for public display.
Please contact

Elaine Apperley on 4465 2026
if you think you may be able to help.

case, at the very least, a less severe form of
illness will result.
Complications of Flu were rife this year,
especially Pneumonia.
Remember also that there is an immunisation
available against certain strains of Pneumonia
and that this can be given at any time.
So, with the change of season and (hopefully)
warmer, drier weather the flowers bloom, grass
grows and the trees regain their leaves.
And those who are prone to allergic problems
once again welcome sneezing, runny noses,
itchy, watery eyes and possibly hives or other
itchy rashes!
There are a host of nasal sprays, eye drops and
creams available for topical use, as well as
antihistamine tablets, which are not only helpful
but are constantly being improved and updated.
Should you be unfortunate enough to be allergic
to something which is always around and
simply cannot be avoided, desensitisation with
drops or injections is often successful.
Severe or potentially life-threatening allergic
reactions can in some cases be aborted by selfadministration of adrenaline using an Epi-Pen.
Ask your doctor.
Spring often also heralds an increase in activity
around the house, tidying up and attending to
those little jobs that make outdoor living more

Dr Bob (Sims) MB, BS – Family Doctor
Kangaroo Valley Ambulance Community Complex
DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND HIS CONTROL,
Dr BOB IS NO LONGER ABLE TO PROVIDE REGULAR CONSULTATIONS
ON MONDAYS.
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 9 am – 12 pm, 2 pm-5 pm
(by appointment) – REMAINS UNCHANGED
Available at other times for urgent attendances

For appointments and enquiries phone: 0403 037 309
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pleasant and enjoyable.
Puncture wounds to soles of feet and palms of
hands are easily sustained in these
circumstances.
Make sure your tetanus immunisation is up to
date.
Recommendations have changed significantly
in recent years.
Current teaching is that if your routine
childhood and adolescent immunisations are up
to date then a further booster at or around age
fifty gives protection for life.
So enjoy watching the Valley come into bloom
again and stay well until next column!

VIEW Club news
The guest speaker at our August
luncheon meeting was Beverley Lindsell,
who spoke about “Glaucoma, the sneak
thief of sight.”
Glaucoma is far more common than most
of us realize and is one of Australia’s
major causes of blindness, affecting up to
300,000 Australians, but only half that
number are probably aware that they have
the disease.
Glaucoma destroys the optic nerve at the back
of the eye, and the damage is permanent.
It is generally caused by increased pressure
inside the eye, which can be due to a number of
causes.
Unfortunately the disease creeps up gradually,
with no warning signs or pain.
For this reason it is highly recommended that
people over the age of 40 should have regular
eye examinations, for although it cannot be
cured it can be controlled successfully.
The earlier the condition is treated the greater
the success in preventing more visual loss.
Our next meeting on September 14, will be
much lighter in subject matter as we will be
finalizing plans for our Gala Day on September
26.
It would be appreciated if as many members as
possible were present on the 14th to ensure our
20th birthday celebrations are a great success.
Jenelle Brangwin

BerryVets
TechnoPush 2007
in
KangarooValley
(Continued from page 7)

Consultations between 10 and 12 am Tuesday

(House calls available after 12 noon)
Consultation by appointment
Please phone: 4464-1899
Address: 11 Rectory Park Way, Kangaroo Valley

finish line placed second.
Then came the awards presentation (it took
twenty minutes of waiting) they first announced
who had won the obstacle, endurance and the
sprint.
Next the officials announced who had won the
trophies.

The first was for design and we won!
Then, the voice on the loud speaker said,
“….and the winner of the overall prize
goes to 3D RACERS!!!!!!!”
Shortly after that we headed off home.
We were still full of energy (well Aaron, Rory
and I were) and, as we tried to get out of the
hustle and bustle of Sydney, we talked about
the day we were so fully involved in.
I’m never going to forget the TechnoPush it was an awesome day!!!!.
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DARNED DUCKS!

Until it was time for the chickens to return for
the night, which takes us back to the beginning
of the story where we were stumbling around in
“Where’s it darned well gone?” yelled
the dark. Every afternoon the chickens would
Chris as we scrambled around in the
dutifully take themselves back into their yard
and shed to roost for the night. But not this
bush in the 5:30 darkness of a wintry
night. There was no way they were going in
evening.
What were we doing trying to find a black with those big, quacking monsters splashing
around in their coop. As the evening steadily
chicken in an even blacker darkness?
And what does that have to do with this piece, became darker and darker, we tried coaxing
them with food, rounding them up with lengths
which was supposed to be about ducks, not
chickens? But this story is also about learning of wire netting, throwing a cord net over them
to catch them. Eventually we succeeded with all
curves and life in Kangaroo Valley.
but one, and that was the one that simply
We already had chickens and had decided it
disappeared in front of our eyes; or we
was now time to have some ducks swimming
on our dam, just to add to the bucolic nature of presumed it was in front of our eyes. We
couldn’t see a thing. We stumbled around in the
our new home. But they couldn’t be just any
rainforest, tripping over rocks and roots, our
ducks. They had to be the big, glossy, black
and green Cayuga ducks that Chris had seen on torch as good as useless. We’d throw a net
where we thought the chicken was, only to have
a friend’s farm in Scotland. Not the easiest
breed to locate in Australia, but eventually we it disappear under the ferns.
Finally I said: “Come on, after all, it’s only a
found a breeder near Windsor, so on the way
chicken. We can’t stay out here all night.
back from Sydney one weekend we did a big
Hopefully it will fly up into a tree and
detour to the northwest, then drove back to
roost there for the night.”
Kangaroo Valley with five ducks and one
The
next
morning,
sure enough, there was the
elderly Labrador eyeing each other off in the
chicken
busily
catching
worms in the paddock,
back of the Landrover.
There was much nervous quacking from the but keeping well clear of the chicken coop.
ducks and sniffing from the dog (he could no That was absolutely awash with water from the
longer see very well) and as little sniffing as wading pool. The ducks were having a lovely
time, whilst the chickens were cowering in a
possible from us because before long
corner. We had to find another solution.
the smell became absolutely putrid.
“Well, the veggie garden hasn’t got much in it
In preparation for the ducks Chris had built a
at the moment. We could put them in there,” I
duck house, an A-frame complete with side
decks, which was floating proudly on the dam. said. Fine, except first we had to catch them.
Of course, they raced right into the corner
“Oh, no!” said the duck breeder, “absolutely
where the chickens were cowering and then we
useless. Foxes can swim too, you know.” So
had chickens and ducks going everywhere. But
here we were, arriving with five ducks and
finally we got the ducks and their wading pool
nowhere to protect them.
into the veggie garden. The garden was
Not to worry, we thought.
enclosed and relatively safe but there was no
We’ll put them in with the chickens until we
shelter from the elements. So we piled into the
build another yard. The chickens raced out as
Landrover and drove the fifteen kilometres to
soon as we opened the gate and quickly
the tip to find enough materials to provide a
disappeared into the rainforest for their daily
temporary shelter as well as the permanent one
scrounging. That made it a lot easier for us to
Chris was now going to have to build beside the
unload the ducks into the yard and set up a
child’s wading pool as a substitute for the dam. dam. Two hours and one groaning trailer load
later we were back with what we thought were
We shut the gate, well pleased with this
some marvelously inventive finds, particularly
temporary solution.

30 years Electrical experience
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Reflections

for their temporary
house. A long, low
steel structure
would be a perfect
shelter with some
straw on the
bottom and some
iron on the top. We
put our special
duck pellets in it
and waited for their
thanks. Do you
think they would
go near it?
Absolutely not. Do
by Jenelle Brangwin
you think they
would eat the food?
Absolutely not. So we rang up the breeder.
“Oh, no” he said. “I told you that they won’t go
in anything less than six feet high.” I was
starting to think these beautiful ducks were
acting like and had been treated as, little prima
donnas.
A week later Chris was still hammering away
down by the dam, the ducks were still in the
veggie garden, they refused to go under any
shelter we built, and refused to eat anything that
we provided. They found plenty of worms and
snails, and absolutely loved the chicken poo
contained in the straw I’d cleaned out from the
coop and put into the garden, so they weren’t
starving. But they and their yard were
dominating our lives. It had seemed such a
simple, pleasant idea, having some beautiful
looking ducks swimming on our dam. But
now? Roast duck sounded pretty good.
However, the ducks survived and eventually the
duck house was built, and our veggie garden
restored to its original purpose.
We laugh now at our early efforts, but we have
learned a lot. In fact, breeding ducks has been
just one of the many learning curves in our
efforts to adapt to our new lifestyle, but that is
one of the joys of trying something different.

Curse though we may at the time, it is
these experiences and memories that
have made our life here so enjoyable.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
August 19, 2007
What great news!
On Saturday, August 18,
more than 60 members
gathered at our Club to
hear directly from Nowra
Bowling & Recreation Club
representatives, how the
proposed amalgamation
with them would proceed.
Nowra’s Secretary Manager
Stuart Christison outlined
in reasonable detail the steps
that will be taken to re-open,
beautify and enhance our
beloved Club.
Nowra President Max Watt
and accountant Kade Wallace
from Booth & Co supported Mr
Christison.
Mr Christison outlined how our
Club would be part of their
enhanced program of Inter-Club
visitations, which are being
professionally managed by
Nowra staff.
Our Club will also be advertised
in “Bowls Alive” to further
enhance our profile in the
Bowling fraternity.
Nowra intend to fully renovate
our kitchen and bring it up to
“HACCAP” standard allocating
in excess of $60,000 on a fully
commercial stainless steel fit
out.
Our restaurant will provide
low cost Australian cuisine to
attract families and visitors.
Our Club and surrounds will

Kangaroo Valley Voice

also get a makeover to bring it
up to an attractive standard for
the comfort of all.
Works will also include a
revamp of the Cellar Room.
“Keno” and satellite TV will
also be reinstalled.
Membership will cost $5 per
annum and members will be
able to enjoy the facilities of
both clubs and similar benefits
will exist for all members.
The Nowra Board of Directors
will include two (2) KVBRC
directors on their Board,
which will ensure our Club
still has input on our Club
decisions and operations.
Proper signage will be put in
place so our Club can easily be
found.
Prices for beer will be reduced,
making our restaurant and bar
very competitive.
Staffing at our Club will initially
be from Nowra for the first few
months and then they will seek
locals to fill the positions.
Nowra have proposed to invest
$500,000 into our Club in a
minimum three (3) year period,
with regular reviews aimed at
supporting our Club well into
the future.
Ultimately, the Community
will need to patronise and
support our Club, if we are to
survive past the initial three
(3) year period.
Nowra will be taking steps to
advance funding to commence
renovations at our Club, but
some legal safeguards need to
be put in place before funding
will flow.
A Deed of Amalgamation is
currently being drafted and
several statutory requirements
need to be met before the
amalgamation can be
completed.
The entire process could take
up to twelve (12) months.
However, Nowra is keen to
reopen the doors as quickly
as possible.
To do this, our Club needs to
pass a resolution that allows
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our Board to commence the
process of amalgamation with
Nowra.
To that end, the Board of
Directors of KVBRC will be
calling a meeting to propose
such a resolution and the
Board is urging members to
attend and vote to proceed
with amalgamation.
Your Board of Directors have
been very energetic and
dedicated to the task of
ensuring that our Club remains
part of our landscape and that
it has a future for many years
to come.
The task has not been easy, but
a more dedicated and
determined group of people I
have yet to meet.
We have received a great deal
of encouragement and
support from the Community
for our efforts and we wish to
thank one and all.
We still have some way to go
before we can back off the
throttle.
With all this positive news, their
still remains some protagonists
who do not see this
amalgamation as a positive
step.
However, our Directors have not
seen or heard of a more detailed
and progressive plan from any
other entity to date.
The Board has had many
expressions of interest
including several site visits from
other Clubs, but none have
realised the potential that exists
and the beauty that surrounds
our Club.
Fortunately, Nowra has seen
what could be achieved and is
prepared to extend their
support.
The Board of KVBRC remains
confident that members will
seize this unique opportunity
and empower the Board to
proceed.
Signed
Martin Barclay
President KVBRC
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Audience spellbound by performance of Parsifal
The full house sign went up for the
performance of Wagner’s Parsifal, by
Simone Young and Alexander Soddy, on
a misty, August, Sunday afternoon, at
Villa Music on Tourist Road.
The audience were soon swept away by the
skill and emotional playing of the pianists
and the support given in the English and
German narrations by Greg Condon.

This was a stirring presentation in an unusual
but effective performance space and all the
performers and organisers were congratulated
with sustained and enthusiastic applause for the
quality of their efforts.
Their generous contribution in providing
support for the Remexio partnership, by
providing the venue at no charge (courtesy of
owner Mr Strachan) and waiving of fees by the
performers
added to the
worth of the
occasion.
There was no
doubt about
the genuine
appreciation
of the
audience in
being able to
enjoy a world
class concert,
right here in
the Valley
and the
production
now takes its
place among
the many
cultural
enjoyments
Alex Soddy, Martin Wesley-Smith (concert organiser) Simone Young,
that Valley
and Mr Strachan (Villa Music) were all pleased with their afternoon’s work
people have

The performers, Simone Young, Greg Condon
and Alex Soddy relaxing after the show.
been afforded in the past few years.
Far be it for me to provide an educated review
of the technical or physical aspects of the
performance of Englebert Humperdinck’s
arrangement, but in terms of aural enjoyment
and the sight of two superb artists thoroughly
engrossed in their enjoyment of their work was
a joy and a revelation of it’s own pleasure.
For details on further concerts of this standard
coming to the Valley, please visit this website.

http://www.shoalhaven.net.au/~mwsmith/
Carl Leddy

GUIDEPOST TOURS, established in Gerringong in 1976, have a continuing programme
of special interest tours exclusive to our agency. * Celtic Tours to Scotland and Ireland, Christian Heritage Tours including Oberammergau in 2010, Rail Enthusiast
Tours worldwide, ‘Battlefields’ Tours, Garden Tours and leisurely sightseeing tours to
places like Fiji, New Guinea, Sabah, New Zealand and more, where you can explore
fascinating destinations in the company of other likeminded travellers and our experienced
tour escort.

Guidepost Tours
Phone 1300 733323
Head Office: 131 Belinda St, Gerringong
Branch Offices: Canberra & Wollongong
Travel Lic: 2TA5895

* NORTH BORNEO & SANDAKAN 13 days
21 Oct 2007, coach tour from Kota Kinabalu
* FIJI COACH TOUR 7 days
13 April 2008, visiting several islands plus option Yasawa Cruise
* CELTIC SCOTLAND 19 days
14 August 2008, in depth tour including the Orkneys, Western
Isles and New Hebrides, Edinburgh Tattoo and Cowal Highland
Gathering
* WALES & SOUTHERN ENGLAND 19 days
Extensive touring through Wales, Devon, Cornwall and historic
southern counties.

Visit www.guidepost-travel.com for more tours and itineraries
GROUP TRAVEL: Our office has over 25 years experience in organising group travel for
clubs, sports groups, schools, church mission teams and conferences. Don’t leave
anything to chance, talk to the experts.
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They won’t
disappoint.’
The
Kangaroo
Valley Folk
Nowra favourites, The Festival is also keen for the region’s young
Summertime Band
people to come to the festival with a newly
and Sonreir will join minted ‘Youth Ticket’ for the afternoon
Vincentia newcomers available for just $10.
The idea is to encourage youth to check out all
Arc Rising and Strung6teen from the
that’s on offer at the festival.
Southern Highlands to showcase our
best regional youth music at the FYRE The FYRE Youth Stage will kick off with
WildFYREfest Battle of the Bands winners,
Youth Stage at the Kangaroo Valley
Sonreir.
Folk Festival from noon on Saturday 8 The band, comprising Alex Intihar on vocals
September.
and guitar, Joey Panucci on guitar, Simon
Last year, the FYRE Youth Stage was an
Panucci on drums,
unexpected highlight of the festival, with
Patrick Langdon on
trombone and Tom
the acoustic jam session following the
bands’ main sets outside of the main arena Wade on bass, all come
from Nowra
wowing audiences across all ages.
Technology High.
This year the high standard of our region’s
Their tight musicianship
youth bands has been honoured by a 12-3pm
and sense of fun as they
slot at the main marquee.
played across folk, jazz
‘This is a great honour for youth music.
and rock genres won
We’re really proud of our bands from the
them ten hours’ studio
WildFYREfest’ commented the FYRE event
organiser, Karen Harrison. ‘It’s interesting that time at Main Street
all these youth bands play across genres, so the Recording Studios in
Fairy Meadow.
festival is a comfortable fit.
George Bishop,
Members recently
toured jazz festivals in
the USA and played alongside jazz legend Don
Burrows in the Hunter Valley, so it should be a
knockout show!
Other highlights include rock/folk cross-overs
from Strun6teen with guitars, violin and
percussion; female vocalist Jaimi Collins with
alt-rock band Arc Rising; and the general jam
session following the main event.
The festival will also be a rare opportunity to
catch The Summertime Band.
Well known in the Shoalhaven for their original
world music repertoire, its members have called
back from study in Canberra and across the
state especially for the festival.
Sonreir L-R Simon Panucci,
It’s not to be missed!
Alex Inhitar, Joey Panucci.

FYRE Youth
Stage at the
Folk Festival
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Folk Festival has attracte
Well, here we are with the Folk Festival
almost with us again.
The weekend of September 7-9th will be an
outstanding event for the Valley with more than
150 staged performances by individual artists
and groups in the two main marquees on the
oval and in selected venues around the town.
The program for the festival will shortly be
published on the website:
www.kvfolk.shoalhaven.info
In order to operate the festival in its second year
we have incorporated the Shoalhaven Folk
Club.
The club will run a monthly music event,
sometimes in the valley and sometimes on the
coast.
Notices with details are around the town.

Poetry
As last year the popular Poet’s Breakfast will
take place in Café Bella on both Saturday and
Sunday mornings.

“I saw the beauty of the world
“But all I saw was you”.

A Tribute to Denis Kevans at the
Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival
12 noon-3 pm
Saturday 8 September
Upper Kangaroo Valley Community Hall
Upper Kangaroo Valley River Road

Vic Jeffries
Master of ceremonies

Sonia Bennett with Loosely Woven
Just a Little Burn Off (song)

Vic Jeffries
We Coulda Won That (poem)

Sonia Bennett with Loosely Woven
Learn All Their Songs Sweet Lyrebird
(song)

Carl Leddy
When the Monkeys Rode the Greyhounds
Round the Track at Harold Park

Wyn Jones
Title TBC

Kate Fagan
City of Green (song)

Arch Bishop
The Sacred Transplant (poem)

Gregory North
Ah, White Man,
Have You Any Sacred Sites? (poem)

Bob Fagan
Monuments (song)

Enda Kenny
Your Friends Will Never Forget You
(song)
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ed a sensational line up of diverse talent and entertainment
These events are staged by the heroes of the
good old Aussie bush yarn: you are guaranteed
a couple of hours of humour and hyperbole
from the classics (Lawson, Patterson…) as well
as a front row seat at the public launch of any
“new classics” from the pens of the modern
poets.
Come and have a coffee and a laugh.

Dance
For those with light feet (and those of us who
may like to have) we are staging two main
evening dances in the Hall.
On Friday night we have a Bush Dance to the
music of Celtic Craic: this is a great fun event
for families and dancers who enjoy easy fun
dances and music.

For more serious exponents of the traditional
dance measures the inaugural Shoalhaven Folk
Club Ball is being held on Saturday night.
Ball guests will be piped into the Hall by the
Shoalhaven Scottish Pipes and Drums and will
dance to the music of the well-loved local
Scottish fiddler Bob McInnes.
Several leaders of traditional dance groups have
been approached for dance lists from the Irish,
Scottish and Australian Colonial repertoires and
these will shortly be available on the website.
For those dancers a little rusty on the steps, a
series of workshops leading to the Ball will be
held on the Saturday afternoon, please consult
the program.
Entry to the Ball is by ticket purchased from the
Festival Office.
This is a supper ticket, the proceeds of these
sales goes to the P&C which is the caterer for
this event.
If you enjoy a freer dance style, the late night
acts in the marquees may be of interest to you.
Again this year we will enjoy the company of
EcoBeat (popular local folk with a Balkans
flavour), AllezGator (Cajun and Zydeco band
from Canberra), The Lawnmowers (Bluegrass)
and The Wheeze and Suck Band (good, old
rompy (a bit bawdy) Morris tradition).

If you are a dance spectator, look our for the
display by “BlackJoke Morris” who can show
you how to dance and fight with sticks at the
same time.

traditional Celtic, Cajun,
Australian colonial, Gaelic
traditional and
contemporary, various
choral traditions and some
Workshops
good fun parody.
We are delighted to provide a tremendous array Our artists have travelled
of workshops for children and adults alike
from as far away as
including harmony singing, song writing, music Queensland and
(including possibly: Whistle, bodhran, harp,
Melbourne while the local artists of the
guitar and others to be confirmed) and a great
Illawarra, Shoalhaven and Southern Highlands
variety of dance displays and workshops.
are our most well-represented group.
Children’s activities are a big part of Folk
Look for the performer photos and bios around
Festival tradition and concerts during both days the town over the next few weeks.
in the dedicated Kid’s Festival tent will have
enough variety to please anyone. In the evening Fund Raising
Tickets are about to go on sale for the major
it is planned to turn the kid’s tent into another
“real’ venue: see the program. raffles of the festival with any number of CDs
and event tickets available to the prize-winners.
Artists
The premier prize, however, is a Mandolin and
The Artists for the concerts at a case donated by Phil Haworth of Kiama (the
folk festival have often
donation was obtained for us by John Spillane
travelled considerable distances of the Illawarra Folk club, whose assistance to
to perform and to enjoy the
us has been invaluable for both festivals).
atmosphere of the community Photographs of this beautiful instrument will be
where the event is being
displayed around the town.
staged. Most are not solely
Tickets on sale in the town and at the festival.
dependent on the music for
their livelihoods and often take Volunteers
As with every festival we are in great need of
time out of their day job to
volunteers in every area.
attend.
We need office staff, shop staff, gate stewards,
Many are teachers (active or
cleaners, tidiers, builders, un-builders, bar staff,
retired) and university
put-uppers and pack-uppers, Some of the jobs
academics proliferate.
are outside festival time and others are during
Some work in the public
the festival.
service, unions, community
Volunteers usually find that they miss very little
assistance, conservation and
of the festival fun as they are amongst the
some are students of music,
science, and anything else you events for most of the time they are ‘at work’.
Forms for applications are available in the
can think of.
Folk is the music of the people website or be email to kvfolk@bigpond.com
Of course you get a season ticket for your
of the world.
trouble.
The artists at this festival can claim to cover
Jane Richter
styles as diverse as Appalachian roots and
blues, bluegrass, Renaissance historical pieces,

Shoalhaven Spring Water Pty Ltd
ABN: 48 114 801 259

PO Box 4050, East Nowra

NSW

2541

Phone:
(02) 4423.3316
Fax:
(02) 4422.6073
Email:
sswater@optusnet.com.au

Delivery to Kangaroo Valley on Fridays
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CARBON NEUTRAL CHECKLIST
Immediate Actions for Reducing carbon
emissions

Going Carbon Neutral
Both the Tourist Association and the
Environment Group are delighted with the
support that the Going Carbon Neutral
project has gained. More than 80 people
attended the Carbon Neutral seminar on
Tuesday 21st August where Christopher
Warren, president of the KVTA, presented
his vision for ‘Carbon Neutral’ tourist in
Kangaroo Valley.

KVTA retain the services of Stephen Gale, a
senior consultant with Hatch, to advise on
going carbon neutral. Steve summarised
present knowledge on global warming and the
need for energy savings. He highlighted energy
saving strategies (see his Carbon Neutral
Checklist), how to do your own CO2 audit and
what options exist for offsetting your carbon
emissions. One avenue immediately available
for CO2 offsetting is tree planting. Les Mitchell
listed the tree species that suit different parts of
the Valley, and the advantages of local plants.
KVTA has already received nearly 25% of
its membership support – that is within just
a few days of starting the project!
We have gained support from operators like
The Man From Kangaroo Valley Trail Rides,
restaurants like Jing Jo Thai and Café Bella, so
we believe it will be possible to achieve our
target of being carbon neutral by 30 September.
KVTA members and the community will be
able to use the Carbon Neutral ‘tool box’ on our
website www.visitkangaroovalley.com.au by
5th September, or people can visit Wendy Caird
at her shop, Collections in the village and
collect the Pledge Forms and audit sheets.
The Environment Group will be running a
workshop for landholders who want to plant
trees for carbon offsets. This will address all
the aspects that we feel need to be considered
before deciding were and what to plant. We
don’t want to see the Valley covered with trees,
but this is an opportunity to revegetate some of
the gullies and drainage lines. We should plant
tree where they will offer other benefits, as
wind-breaks, animal shelter, or as wildlife
corridors joining some of the existing forest.

Some of the simplest measures around the
home or workplace can provide maximum
energy savings and carbon reductions.
Here is a short checklist to get your carbon
neutral efforts off to a great start!
! Replace all lighting with energy efficient
lights and switch off whenever not in use.
! Install Water Saving Showerheads and
flow restrictors to reduce hot water consumption. Reduce the time spent in the
shower.
! Manage the temperature thermostat on
Water Heaters, heaters and air conditioners. 1-2 degrees can make a large energy
difference.
! Wash clothes in cold water.
! Install thick curtains and pelmets around
all windows to reduce the transfer of heat
between the internal and external environments.
! Seal gaps or draughts around the house
using door stoppers or gap sealer.
! Switch your computer defaults to the
maximum energy saving setting.
! Turn off electric appliances at the wall,
rather than using standby power.
! Switch to Renewable Green Power.

Controlling Rabbits
in Kangaroo Valley
A 2-hour training session on the use of
pindone for rabbit control and how to
undertake a follow up control to
maintain rabbit numbers at low levels

Saturday September 15th
Between 9am and 11am
At the Red Shed
Jenanter Drive Kangaroo Valley
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Greener Eating
by Dr Rosemary Stanton
When marginal lands were used for grazing
animals or when families kept a few animals,
which ate grass and household scraps and
produced eggs, milk – and eventually their flesh
– sustainability was not an issue. But when
land is cleared to grow grain and legumes for
animals, and we add water plus transport of
grains to feedlots, the environmental costs of
consuming meat from intensively-reared
animals is high. One person switching to a
vegetarian diet saves 1.5 tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions a year. For comparison,
switching to a hybrid car saves 1 tonne a year.
Action: If a vegetarian diet doesn’t appeal, at
Eat only as much as you need.
least eat less meat and ensure it comes from
Eating too much leads to obesity. Australians
grass-fed animals. A quick rule of thumb is to
also waste 25% of the food we buy - equivalent fill three quarters of your dinner plate with
to $5.3 billion a year. Our wastage also uses
plant-based food, with only a small portion of
finite reserves of energy, soil and water and
meat.
each kilogram of wasted food generates a
kilogram of greenhouse gases as it decomposes Use your backyard
Producing even a little of our own food saves
in a landfill site.
fuel costs, gives fresh produce and creates
Action: Buy only what we need.
healthy and relaxing physical activity. Children
Choose foods with less packaging.
are also more likely to eat what they have
Packaging has benefits. It can extend shelf life grown. Chooks are useful to consume
so we don't need to shop as often (which saves household scraps so they’re not added to
landfill and they also eat green weeds and give
fuel), reduces food wastage by keeping foods
fresh eggs. As a bonus, their manure can be
fresh, and makes distribution of foods easier
aged and used for compost on non-edible plants
and safer.
to save buying ready-bagged materials.
But packaging also has downsides. It
Perhaps we could also encourage the Council to
encourages us to consume less fresh food and
opt for processed foods, with their high content plant fruit trees as street trees, so neighbours
can share the produce.
of sugar, fat, salt and various additives. And
Action: Get out the gardening gloves. Compost
the production and disposal of packaging
materials for these foods creates huge quantities scraps or get a worm farm. Write to the
Council about suitable street trees.
of greenhouse gases. The average Australian
disposes of 2.25 kg of packaging each day,
Consider 'food miles'
creating problems with littering and landfill.
Transporting food is environmentally
Water is a prime example of our modern bad
expensive. Where possible, choose local foods.
habits. Since bottled water became popular,
over 400 billion plastic water bottles are now
made from fossil fuels, transported (sometimes
for many thousands of kilometres) and add to
the world's yearly rubbish. Of the 118,000
tonnes of drink bottle plastic made each year in
Australia, only a third are recycled.
Action: Minimise waste. Avoid, reduce, re-use
or recycle. Fill reusable water bottles from the
tap. Buy foods such as yoghurt or dried fruits in
larger quantities and spoon them into reusable
containers for children's lunch boxes.
The Valley is looking closely at ‘going green’
with energy conservation and carbon offsets.
But our food choices also have a huge impact
on the environment.
Australians create more waste per head than
almost any other nation on earth (beaten only
by the USA) and food is a big contributor. By
making some relatively small changes to what
we eat, we can reduce the size of our
environmental footprint and change water
usage, land degradation and the massive
problem of waste. Here are some ways to put
the green theory into practice.

Choose more plant foods
Producing vegetables (including legumes),
fruits, nuts, seeds and grains uses much less
water than producing meat or milk. A hectare
of land used to grow plant foods can support 15
-23 people, compared with one or two people if
the land is used to produce meat. Beef and
sheep also emit large amounts of methane – a
potent greenhouse gas – and the disposal of
animal waste (as occurs with lot-fed cattle and
intensively reared pigs and poultry) causes
further environmental problems.

This may not apply to foods such as coffee or
chocolate, which provide the only income for
people in some of the world’s poorest areas.
Coffee can be grown in rainforests without
removing the rainforest itself. Our aim should
be to ensure we buy coffee sourced from
farmers who are using organic methods and are
paid properly for their product.
Avoid foods that are out of season and consider
the environmental absurdity of buying bottled
water from as far afield as Europe! Look for
labels that say food is a 'product of Australia'
and check the supermarket signage on fresh
foods.
Action: Consume locally grown food, in
season, where possible.

Go organic
Locally grown certified organic produce avoids
pesticides and chemical fertilisers that take
huge energy resources to produce and transport.
Food authorities check the levels of individual
pesticides in foods for human safety, but
environmental effects on birds, insects and
aquatic animals get less consideration. There's
little virtue in buying organic products that have
been transported halfway round the world.
Action: Buy organic, but check its origin.
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KANGAROO VALLEY
SAFARIS

Huge Winter Sale
New & Ex Hire
Canoes, Kayaks, Sea Kayaks

Dagger Drifters

Australis Bushrangers

Dagger Sea Kayaks

Gecko Sea Kayaks

Dagger Cortez

Prijon Kodiak & Seayak

Making room for New Fleet arriving in Spring
Plenty of choice, lots of colour combinations, paddles included

Call Glyn anytime for prices …….. Phone 44651502

www.kangaroovalleycanoes.com.au
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We now have a total of 17 active members in
all who live in the valley.
The positions that some of these members are
doing apart from rescuing and fostering are:
flying fox coordinator, bird and reptile
coordinator (valley only), phone roster team (3
members all in the valley), statistics officer,
fund raising officer, executive committee
member and news letter officer.

Hi again for this months WIRES
update.
As mentioned in last months update the
removal of the tress along Moss Vale
Road.
I rang A and D tree services through the course
of that week and again at the end of the week to
see if any animals lost their homes as a result.
According to Adrian from A and D there were
no animals spotted by the workman during the
lopping process.
He said all the trees were healthy and solid all
the way through.
This maybe the case but birds and other species
which make their homes not in hollows, may
have lost their nests and homes as a result.
Some birds come back to the same spot every
year to raise their chicks.
So we will never know what the true affect has
been on animals in that area.
Well we now have a further seven members
now in the valley who have just completed their
basic training in July.
They are starting to get their teeth into things
and some of them have put their hands up to
take on committee positions in the branch as
well.
The majority of them are also doing phone duty
which is a great learning experience.
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They are both on 4 feeds a day and nibbling on
gums leaves.
They will be care until they are around 9-10
months of age.
They are housed in a cat carry cage at the
moment but will move into bigger cages and
aviaries as they get bigger. Great little animal.

TIP OF THE MONTH
Every year hundreds, if not thousands of native
Great effort.
animals die in barbed wire and in nets –
Something that has comes up quite often in the including threatened species.
valley is local residence contacting members
If you live on a property, don’t use barbed wire
directly instead of ringing the rescue number.
unless you absolutely need to.
It is always better to ring the rescue number and In most cases it is not needed.
allowing the person who is on phone duty to
In NSW, if commercial fruit growers put up a
contact members directly.
netting structure, they must make sure that the
This way they do the ringing around and find a structure does not trap or injure protected and
person who can best handle the rescue and who threatened animals.
is able to attend to the matter promptly.
You could be prosecuted if you fail to do this.
Sometimes messages are left on members
There are guidelines on the National Parks and
phones and may not be picked up for a few
Wildlife Services website that show how to net
hours, mean while the animal is still waiting.
correctly on your property or backyard.
So please ring the rescue number 24/7.
From a WIRES volunteer
There are signs around the valley to ring a
here in Kangaroo Valley.
number for injured wildlife.
This is the Native Animal Network Association
(NANA) rescue number; if this is rung they will
contact Wingecarribee WIRES to do the rescue.
But use our number if you can.
See below for cut out, put it in your mobile
phone now.
I now have two joey brushtail possums in care
which have come in since my last update.
They are both around four months old weighing
approximately 160 – 200 grams each.

Wingecaribee
WIRES
Rescue number

4862 1788

Going to Sydney or the airport?
Going to Canberra?
Sporting events in Sydney?
Weddings?
Formals?
Social functions?
Special Occasions—up to 20 passengers
Wine & Garden tours of the Highlands
“Anywhere—Anytime”

Highlands Chauffeured Hire Cars
Are at your service:
24 Hours Seven days per week
Ring 0400 921 239
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Colliery was operating directly
underneath the four hectares of
gardens.
Gaye Porter and her husband
bought the land and original
house in 1997 and they began the
As our August Garden Group activity
arduous task of eliminating the
was still to be held at time of printing
lantana, privet and weeds and
(the Workshop on pruning Australian
clearing what had also been used
natives; photos and information in the
as a rubbish dump.
next edition), I thought that I would tell The idea was to recreate a
you about a very interesting excursion
distinct Illawarra rainforest
that you can easily undertake yourself. garden, so they removed the
During the week I was lucky enough to visit the exotic species such as camellias,
Wombarra Sculpture Garden in Wombarra, just magnolias, roses and jasmine and
above Coledale on the coast.
planted the local species of the
This area was the home of the Tharawal
area, such as Red Cedars,
aboriginal tribe and the name means “black
Turpentines, Illawarra Flame Trees, Cabbage
duck”.
Tree Palms and Tree Ferns.
As with our valley, the area was first developed They needed to build retaining walls as so
by cedar getters in 1812, with the area depleted many trees had been previously cut down
by the 1850s.
(perhaps to expose the ocean views) so Gaye
But then came coal mining and the Bulli Main used fallen trees and branches to collect the
leaves and mulch, thus recreating the soil.
The garden is a place to enjoy nature and art,
May I help?
where all sculptures are original and designed
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KangarooValley
Garden Group

for the specific areas, a place to enrich the
spirit.
The Garden is open on the first Saturday and
Sunday of each month from 10 am to 4 pm.
Adult entry is $6.
Our Very Informal AGM will be held at the end
of September, so come and make suggestions of
activities you would like to see for the Garden
Group and enjoy the friendship of others who
are interested in gardening.

TRIBAL RUGS: TREASURES OF THE BLACK TENT.
also be illustrated and discussed.
The lecture will illustrate the wonderful, free
expression of the art of the weaver prior to the
20th Century and the subsequent degeneration
This lecture includes a brief history of the
Eastern carpet: how rugs are made; materials of design under the demands of the
As your Federal member, it is my role to
used and comparisons of natural and chemical commercialism of the 20th Century. the
audience will then be introduced to some of the
facilitate and assist you and your family
dyeing.
21st Century vegetable-dye projects that are
with any concerns you have, please ring me on
The audience will then be taken on a journey
now reviving ancient skills and designs.
4423 1782 or toll free on 1300 301 790
beginning in Central Asia, the cradle of
Brian MacDonald lived and worked amongst
weaving,
and
continuing
through
the
Caucasus,
I regularly visit Kangaroo Valley
two tribal groups in 1972 - the Afshar of
Anatolia, Persia and Afghanistan.
and am more than happy to call or visit
Kerman Province and the Qashqa'i of Fars They
will
be
introduced
to
the
tribes
of
these
you if you cannot get to my office.
making him one of the very few world dealers
countries and their woven rugs, carpets and
Joanna Gash MP
dowry bags, with particular emphasis on those to have to actually spend time "in the field".
He has travelled extensively in Iran, Afganistan
Federal Member for Gilmore
of the 19th Century. the importance and
and Turkey.
meaning of the symbolism in tribal rugs will
In 1990 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society for his work amongst the
Persian tribes.
He has returned to Iran several times in recent
years, travelling and collecting amongst the
Bakhtiyare, Qashqa'i and Shahsavan tribes.
Today he runs Samarkand Galleries in
Edinburgh specializing in antique and old
Eastern rugs, carpets and tribal weavings, plus
Excavator
the best of contemporary vegetable-dye
projects.
New IHI 5 tonne with rubber tracks
Brian's book "Tribal Rugs- Treasures of the
Includes:
Black tent" was published in October 1997,
All buckets—Rockbreaker—Augers—Levelling blade for
receiving a warm reception from collectors,
Dam clearing—Landscaping—House & shed sites & footings
dealers and enthusiasts worldwide.
Ghereh International Carpet & Textile Review
Rockwalls & rocks supplied
(Spring 1998) described it as "one of the finest
Bobcat
books written on tribal rugs".
4 in 1 bucket - trenching
He is currently working on a new book "Dowry
post hole boring - backhoe attachment
Weavings and Persian Tribes".
Tiptruck Vibrate roller Dozer D4
He has been a NADFAS lecturer since 1986.
soil, gravel, rubbish removal
The ADFAS September meeting will be held
Caterpillar, site levelling, roads, dams, small clearing
in the Berry School of Arts
Also 2 coat cold bitumen driveway seal with own equipment
on Thursday 13 September,
Fully ticketed as required. Fully insured
commencing at 7.30 p.m.
Mobile phone number 0408 534 019 Home phone 02 44 651 172
Visitors welcome, $15 at the door.

The September ADFAS lecture will be
given by Mr Brian Warner MacDonald
FRGS. NADFAS.
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The use of fibre allows a high speed
bandwidth internet connection but does not
Herald and The Age on the 14th July 2007 refer solve the “last mile” issue.
While the August print
deadline was missed by yours to a special unit with a budget believed to be in The “last mile” is the final leg of connecting
excess of $1million and staff of at least 10
truly, an article in The
our homes with a communications provider. It
people whose sole brief is to promote the
Australian IT 1st August 2007 echoes the
is seen as an expensive challenge due to the
July Voice article written four weeks earlier. Federal government’s plan and discredit
number of cables that must be laid.
“THE Howard Government must be relying on Labor’s.
How close do we need to be to the node to
the fact that most voters don't comprehend the Information kits will be produced and
enjoy reasonable bandwidth?
distributed to Coalition candidates detailing
reality behind the eye-glazing, mind-bending,
Many residents in Kangaroo Valley are a
tongue-twisting telecommunications jargon.
points of attack and reinforcing positive points significant distance from the node.
about the governments plan.
Otherwise they might clearly understand that
Telstra still owns our phone lines.
John Howard's proud boast that 99 per cent of
So what is Labor promising on this issue and
How will this affect the cost of the service?
why is the federal government so nervous that Will Telstra allow the use of their phone lines
Australians will have access to high speed
broadband within two years is complete piffle. they would fund a propaganda unit.
to carry high speed internet.
Labor is proposing to build a national network It should be noted that Labor’s plan will not
And such clarity is not part of the grand
political plan.
of fibre to the node at a cost of $4.7billion.
bring fibre-optic cable to our homes but is
Not at all. Instead, the basic principle seems Any reasonable human being would ask what is cheaper to deploy. We will still be hamstrung
“fibre to the node” and how does it work?
to be to try to obscure and delay the
by Telstra’s ownership of our phone lines.
Fibre to the node (aka FTTN) is when fibrefundamental conflicts, at least until safely
Can anyone bring a reasonably priced
optic cables are run to the cabinet or box
after the election.” [Jennifer Hewitt
broadband solution for our valley
st
serving a neighbourhood.
1 August 2007 The Australian IT]
residents who live outside the village?
The Federal government’s plan is a response to Homes then connect to the fibre enabled cabinet
Labor’s broadband plan released in March
via our existing phone lines.
2007. Articles published in the Sydney Morning

Computers for Wrinklies with Mr Floppy

Valley Tourist
attractions and
activities

evening but still perfectly placed for viewing
until at least midnight.
By Gerard Keyser
If you can get a look at Jupiter through a small
telescope or good binoculars you may also
At time of going to press we are eagerly glimpse the asteroid Vesta in the same field of
awaiting the Total Eclipse of the Moon view. It will be brighter than any of the planet's
four moons.
(August 28th).
Today the weather is perfect and is expected to On the 16th we see a lovely crescent Moon
nestling between Antares (( Scorpii), the bright
remain that way for a few days so by the time
you are reading this you should have enjoyed a red star in the thorax of the Scorpion, and
Jupiter, about to moon diameters away.
beautiful eclipsed Moon, bathed in red light.
I have been lucky enough this month to visit
If you were actually standing on the Moon the
the "Border Stargaze" in Albury and also do
Earth would appear to you with a ghostly red
some outback stargazing from Kinchega
ring encircling it.
The only other eclipse that will occur this year National Park near Menindee.
The Stargaze was staged by the Astronomical
is a partial solar eclipse on September 11th,
Society of Albury-Wodonga and held at the
visible in parts of South America and
Great Aussie Resort. Bowna.
Antarctica.
Demonstrations for all ages, a continuous
Three quarters of the Sun will be obscured.
For the planets this month we have two special Planetarium display, telescope making,
excellent guest speakers and fabulous door
viewing moments from two of our smallest
(Continued on page 29)
solar system companions.
Mercury, now our "Evening Star", is heading
for greatest elongation by the 30th, the furthest
it appears from the Sun as seen from the Earth.
As it climbs to its highest point in the sky it will
pass extremely close to the star Spica
(( Virginis). the brightest star in the
constellation Virgo.
On the 22nd Mercury will appear only 6
minutes of arc form Spica and only those with
exceptional eyesight will be able to separate the
two. Try your binoculars this time.
Now supplying ‘Carlton’ chainsaw chain
On the 29th of the month Mars will appear to
be amongst the stars of the Open Cluster
and spare parts
NGC2129 in Gemini.
Once again, you won't see these stars with the
New chain for all makes and models
naked eye but you can certainly find the planet
Professional chain sharpening service available
easily, it's small, reasonably bright and orangered in colour.
Specialising in the servicing of chainsaws, as well
Then go for the binoculars and it will swim into
power equipment, lawn care equipment
view amidst this lovely cluster.
Unfortunately Mars rises after midnight but the
and farm machinery
weather is getting warmer so it's not so hard to
get up for a special event.
Complimentary pick-up and delivery
Jupiter remains the dominant planet, beginning
Call Simon on 4465 2328 or 0438 274579
to move down our western sky through the

Star struck

Canoeing
Kayaking Hire
Kangaroo Valley
Safaris
44 651 502

The Man from
Kangaroo Valley
Horse riding
44 651 912

MAINTENANCE SOLUTIONS

as
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SPRING! Balmy evenings in August, no fog and magic days – doesn’t life feel
good! We trust this beautiful weather will continue through to the Folk
Festival Weekend and the hardworking committee amply rewarded. It looks
like Kangaroo Valley is going to be buzzing on this weekend, as not only do we
have the Folk Festival happening, but we also have half of Sydney escaping the
APEC weekend.
Kangaroo Valley Getaways has been fully booked for
weeks, with continuous email enquiries still coming through (anyone not
booked in Kangaroo Valley, please let us know!).
Real estate sales over the
past month continue to be strong. Most of the lower priced property within the
village has been sold, small vacant rural acres continue to be slow, and we
don’t have enough houses on small rural acres to satisfy the demand. Sales
in Kangaroo Valley have included two commercial premises as well as a
business in town, two houses on 2 acres, 1 house on 1 acre, a house in town
and a record price for two large rural acreages.

The battle for your listing
Right across NSW, the number of houses listed for sale dropped in recent months,
real estate agents are as keen as ever to get your listing this spring.

3 Bedroom house on Tourist Rd

The number of houses offered for sale in NSW dropped from 9510 in May to just
7079 in June - a 25 per cent fall, according to Australian Property Monitors.
It may be usual to see a drop in housing stock as the market moves into winter but
there was also a 10 per cent fall in stock recorded this June compared to June last
year .
Promises of low commissions, high property valuations, guaranteed sales and
even luxury car giveaways (not in Kangaroo Valley!) are just some of the tactics
agents are using to lure vendors to sign on the dotted line.

40Acres on Bugong Fire Trail

4 Bed home, on Moss Vale Rd

Kangaroo Valley Pottery Business

House on 2 acres with creek

Home owners often presume a low commission equals a better deal. But many in
the industry claim an agent who discounts fees has little else to offer. "If an
agent's only way to get a listing is through cut-rate commissions, you have to
wonder if he is the best person to entrust with the sale of your home," Geoff
Smith, of LJ Hooker Mosman, says. "Experience, results and knowledge speak
much louder than a fee. At the end of the day you get what you paid for."
It is of course an owner’s intention in selling their property to net the highest
amount of $’s possible (and a good agent will make sure this is the case). In
order to achieve this some owners will choose an agent whose fee for service is
possibly only .5% less than a competing agent (a mere $4,000 on an $800,000
property), not realising that at the other end of the deal, when negotiations are
taking place, an inexperienced agent’s inferior negotiating skills could result in a
sale price $50,000 less than an experienced agent (sometimes more!). Moral of
the story? Entrust such an important transaction to an agent you have chosen
carefully – by all means look at negotiating commission – but remember that the
agent with the most experience as well as the highest level of sales in the area,
most often results in the highest sale price for you – regardless of the commission
rate.
IF YOU ARE THINKING OF
SELLING,
TALK
TO
US
ABOUT
OUR
SPRING
MARKETING CAMPAIGN ITS
GOING
TO
BE
FANTASTIC!
Shop on Moss Vale Rd

...the leading agent in Kangaroo Valley
www.kvre.com.au

165 Main Road

Ph 44651404
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No sooner had we, and the other standby
In all, our crew worked quite hard as we
eventually had the 1st aid reel off the tanker and
tankers, arrived at fire control and invited to
six additional lengths of canvas hose attached to
grab a coffee we were requested to respond to
get us 200 metres into the scrub to put out very
Yalwal Rd just past George Evans Rd and be
Since the last Valley Voice the brigade
little fire that was left and commenced blacking
tasked
by
Deputy
Group
1,
the
incident
has been called out on 5 occasions.
out.
Our first call was to a very tragic scene at controller for this fire.
Our task was to await the fire coming out and to All crews bar three, us included, were stood
Barrengarry.
then use foam to stop and suppress the fire and down as we continued blacking out whilst being
Pagers were set off at 12.18 pm on Friday
filled with water by the Cambewarra tanker.
stop it jumping Yalwal Rd and thus head for
August third for Kangaroo Valley to respond to
With our job done and black from head to toe
South Nowra.
a person trapped industrial accident on
We waited patiently for 1.5 hours watching the from the burnt scrub we backtracked to the
Grahams Rd, approximately two kilometers
fire doing erratic things 100 metres in the scrub tanker, dragging hoses as we went.
from Moss vale Road.
We left the fire ground at 3.30 am, stopping
as the wind was gusting to 60 kph.
For details of this incident see separate story
briefly back at fire control, then back to K V
The head of the fire was being knocked down
page 3 co-written by Ambulance Officer Scott
station at 4.15 where we dropped blackened
and earlier arriving crews were being stood
Styles and myself.
hoses and replaced with others from Valley 2.
down as the fire risk dropped.
Our Second and third call came nearly the
We were then asked if we were prepared to run Paperwork, then bed at 4.30 am, with some
same time on Saturday August four at 4.08pm
members back at station at 10 am to wash and
hoses to attack the southern flank as we had
for Kangaroo Valley and Beaumont to
waited long enough and the fire was just toying hang hoses and replenish tanker.
investigate a smoke sighting at Upper Kangaroo
with us all.
(Continued on page 31)
River area.
The call had come from 000 via a resident at
Beaumont who could see the smoke.
As we arrived at station for that call another
000 call came through fire control Nowra to a
possible bush alight at Cavan Road
Barrengarry, behind the old store.
It was more than likely that both of these were
the same incident but, due to the separate
callers and different locations given it was
treated as two incidents.
Valley 1, with five crew members, went in
search of the smoke in Upper Kangaroo River
without success whilst Valley 2, with 3 crew
members, headed up to the fire at Cavan road.
Valley 2 found a controlled pile burn in
operation with the owner on site with a tractor
and water supply.
With this, both tankers returned to station
within a minute of each other.
Callout times were around an hour for each
tanker.
Callout four for the month was for Kangaroo
Valley and Beaumont to respond to an MVA on
Moss Vale Rd at the “s” bends just after
Kangaroo Valley Rd.
A crew of four in Valley 1 responded to find K
V ambulance on scene treating the single
occupant of the vehicle.
It was on the night of those strong wins on
Friday 10 August at 7.27pm when the driver
lost control on the bend after her car was hit by
a strong wind gust that lifted her car and was
pushed sideways, lost control and rolled onto
her roof.
She was very lucky to get away with no
! COMPETITIVE RATES
injuries.
! COMPETENT OPERATORS
Police and tow truck were quickly on scene so
! FREE
we returned to station within an hour, which is
a miracle for an MVA.
Callout five happened on the same night at
11.51pm for Currarong 1, Erowal Bay 7,
Sanctuary Point 1 and Kangaroo Valley 1 to
proceed to Shoalhaven Fire Control Centre
4WD Backhoe –with augers (300 mm, 450mm, 600mm)
Nowra to standby for deployment to a fire on
Bobcat with trencher and augers
Yalwal Rd West Nowra where there were
Bulldozers
already a number of tankers in attendance.
Excavators
We gathered a crew of six to head to Nowra.
Tip Truck (sand, soil & gravel supplies)
Shoalhaven heads 1 + 7, Illaroo Road 1 + 7,
Cambewarra 1 + 7, Falls Creek 1 + 7, St
Excavator Bulldozer
Georges Basin 2, Erowal Bay 1 and 3 tankers
from NSWFB Nowra were already in
attendance.

KVVRFB Report

SELBY’S EARTHMOVING

“Your Local
Earthmoving
Contractor”

Phone David or Sharon on 4465 1186 or 0428 429 398
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Harcourts
Are you reaching
all the buyers?

Market review
The last two months have seen
strong inquiry resulting in plenty
of sales. The source of this inquiry
has been from all over the country
with some buyers originating from
Tasmania, others down the coast,
some from Sydney and some
locals. We’ve had inquiry from
Perth and a few from overseas.
Regardless of where it comes from
the most pleasing factor has been
the great results being achieved for
our vendors.
The properties sold have varied
from three of the villas selling to
small acreages to a large home in
Jenanter drive.
The abundance of small vacant
acreages on the market hasn’t
helped their prices there but as the
cycle of the market turns we are
finding inquiry
increasing for the vacant land and
with a few negotiations under way,
hopefully the market will continue
its strong surge well into the
spring.

Accommodation
and APEC
influx
As the worlds
leaders descend
upon Sydney, the
city of Sydney
descends on us.
The long weekend
in September
hurriedly booked out with no
vacancies available anywhere
and with School holiday and the
October long weekend coming
very soon, we are expecting
much of the same. Leanne and
her team have been flat out with
inquiry in the last few weeks
with many people wishing to revisit our beautiful part of the
world.
It has been lovely to hear the
feedback we’ve been receiving
from our guests about how much
they love to come and visit over
and over again. If you would like
to know how to go about making
letting your holiday home a
stress free experience, talk to
Leanne on
4464 2477 or visit our web page

As Australia increasingly sits in
the international spotlight from
those looking for a safe clean
naturally diverse haven to live,
Harcourts continues to receive
increasing numbers of inquiries
from keen overseas purchasers
looking for their own slice of
Australia’s natural wonderland.
Up to a third of all visitors to the
Harcourts web site
www.harcourts.com.au come from
overseas including the USA and
the UK and parts of South East
Asia. Recently at the Harcourts
National Conference it was
revealed that Harcourts Kangaroo
Valley was the most visited web
site from over seas visitors in the
Harcourts group in Australia.
While technology will never replace
the skills of a Professional Real
Estate Professional it was playing a
crucial role in ensuring top
agencies provide even better faster
and even more comprehensive
service. With Spring upon us and
more people looking to buy during
this time, recognize the importance
of marketing your property to as
many potential buyers as possible.
To experience the Harcourts
difference please phone Matthew
and Sandra on 4465 1996 open 7
days.

www.accommodationservices.com.au

Newsletter well
Received
Thank you for all those people
who have commented on our
monthly newsletter known as
“Your home your community”
For those of you who may miss
receiving a copy each month,
please give a call and we will be
happy to forward you a copy. It
is 4 pages of tips, industry
updates and market reports plus
loads of other bits and pieces.
Don’t miss the September copy
due out next week.

P: 4465 1996
www.kangaroovalleyharcourts.com.au

Open 7 days
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Personal reflections on living with chronic pain
KV Physiotherapy:
Doug Moore (Physiotherapist)
and Kate Moore (O.T., Ergonomist)

Kate’s younger sister, Emma Gee, was
only 24 years old when she suffered a
stroke after undergoing brain surgery to
treat a congenital AVM (arteriovenous
malformation) diagnosed in 2005.
Although Emma has made significant
progress, she still requires a frame or stick
to walk and continues to experience
chronic pain in her left arm, leg and head
which is not relieved by medication.
Here are some of Emma’s insights into how she
deals with pain on a daily basis:
“Two years later I have regained the ability to
speak and swallow and although I face huge
mobility, sensory, balance and pain issues, have
now begun to accept the longevity of my
chronic conditions. Managing chronic pain
when it can’t be physically seen is extremely
challenging. Medication no longer masks the
aches and I can’t ‘bandaid’ the hot graze
feeling I now encounter.
Tips that I find help my Chronic Pain:
Regular exercise: As I no longer can run
(because of balance problems) I swim regularly
instead. This not only reduces my joint stiffness
and muscle aches but also distracts me from my
ongoing pain.
Treatment: Regular physio sessions ensure that
my headaches or back pain are more
manageable.
Compensate: Learn the factors that exacerbate
your pain. I find that tiredness, becoming
sedentary and changing temperatures
exacerbates my pain levels. So to minimise my
pain, I wear gloves and beanies to bed to ensure
I stay warm and always follow a heavy task
(swimming) by a lighter one (reading) to
prevent getting too tired.

Star struck
By Gerard Keyser
(Continued from page 25)

prizes made for an interesting and informative
gathering.
It was a great success and I highly recommend
it, especially for families.
I'll give some advance notice when they plan
next year's event.
They still have the information on the web,
just type in Border Stargaze.
For those of you thinking about Christmas for
your budding astronomer, Fred Watson will
have a new book out soon, Qasar publishing
will be bringing out their outstanding almanac
Astronomy - Australia 2008, and the Sky and
Telescope Pocket Sky Atlas is a very useful
tool for all levels of interest.
For the record, my only interest in any of these
publications is that they are good enough for
me to use them all the time.
Remember, I'm happy to reply to e-mails
about astronomy, my e-mail address is
gerardk@snoopashoal.com.
Clear Skies.

Acknowledgement: By acknowledging that I
can function despite my pain I control it rather
than letting it run my day. Knowing also that
I’ll have ‘good’ days and ‘bad’ days, I take
each day at a time.
Acceptance: l daily remind myself that this
pain will not heal with time. Instead, I realise
that it’s a condition that I have to manage. I’ve
also found it vital to remember that my pain is
not visible to others, so it’s important for me to
clearly communicate my varying abilities.
Emotional Management: The impact of
dealing with a chronic illness can become
emotionally overwhelming. It is really
important to manage this, as chronic pain can
lead to depression and other emotional
conditions. I have found it helpful to debrief
with others and health professionals about how
I am going. Carrying out my normal daily
activities and setting achievable goals for
myself has helped me to get through tough
times.
Occupations: I have found there are many
activities I no longer can do. For example,
writing increases my pain so I now type instead.
Distracting myself by engaging in daily
activities that I can still do helps me to manage
my condition.
Unfortunately for many people who suffer
chronic conditions, there is often not a cure or
treatment which will 100% relieve their pain.
But I am a strong believer that by engaging in
meaningful occupations and preventing/
managing both physical and emotional
symptoms, you can take control of it!”
Emma is organising a photographic exhibition
in Melbourne in mid October called
‘Shoestrings’, to help raise much needed funds
for the National Stroke Foundation, to help
build awareness and educate others in stroke
prevention. You can check out Emma’s
website at http://shoestrings.bradduns.com/
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Valley Guide
to eating out
Thai

Jing Jo
44 651 314

Mediterranean

Café Bella
44 651 660

Modern Australian
Source at Kangaroo
44 651 969
Value—service and
a good choice it’s all here in
Kangaroo Valley.
you wont want to leave,
but over the hill at there is also

Gabbys at Berry
open 7 days and nights by appointment
For bookings

Carolyn on 44642349
or
0410 648 338

For Valley Voice
advertising
please phone

ANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
MINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE
MOBILE LOG SPLITTING
JOHN MCKINLEY
KANGAROO V ALLEY
MOBILE - 0428 610 508
A.H. - 4465 1181
FAX - 4465 1904

* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING
* CHAINSAW OPERATING
* LAWN MOWING
* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
* 4 IN 1 BUCKET
* TRENCHING
* POST HOLE BORING
* SOIL LEVELLING
* POLY PIPE LAYING
* ROTARY HOEING
* STUMP GRINDING
* ANGLE BLADE
* RUBBISH REMOVAL

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS
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The Sports Report
Kangaroo Valley
Pony Club news
Kangaroo Valley Pony Club rally days
(which are just normal instructional
days) are held the 2nd Sunday of each
month on our Pony Club grounds
behind the community pool.
Well, we are supposed to meet but with
more than 20 inches of rain in recent
months we have not had a rally day for
four months.
Membership is however strong and everyone is
biting at the bit, so to speak to get together.
We are still very competitive within the Zone
with the girls often coming home with a swag
of ribbons from whatever events they attend.
With Alison McLeod’s departure we have lost
our chief instructor and a most valuable
member of our pony club, you don’t see many
instructors on horseback, the kids loved her.
Anyway, with her legacy of “The idiots guide
to running a rally day—the unofficial 2007
Kangaroo Valley Pony Club Instructors
Handbook “we will soldier on.
We are also fortunate to have some new mums
who are also competent horsewomen and I
think Elise Ahling as well have been roped into
sharing some of their knowledge with our
members, we really appreciate it.
Yep, I nearly forgot its all about having fun,
being safe and catching up with friends and
their trusty mounts.

We encourage new membership but we do have
a few rules which must be adhered to as horseriding is deemed as a dangerous sport.
So there are membership fees to be paid to the
NSWPCA, risk waivers to be filled out and a
few Zone rules which include no parent or
guardian supervision—no riding.
Please contact me on 44651186 or
earth4@bigpond.com if you require any further
information.
Sharon Selby Secretary KVPC

Riders for the month
Elise Selby and Mikaela Smith on their
trusty mounts Beauty and Lennie.
Beauty is a 13.2 pony and Lennie is a
16.1 thoroughbred but at Berry
Gymkhana in pairs their sheer riding
ability shined and they were
rewarded with first place.
Well done girls.

Young Kangaroo Valley soccer players efforts were inspiring
The Kangaroo Valley U9's (Illaroo
White's) have just completed an
exciting season of Soccer.
This years team was a mix of seasoned
players with some new signings ( No
Salary Cap issues).
'Uber' Coach, Ian Boyle , has managed
to develop these players into a committed,
skilled and cohesive group.
Throughout the season there were numerous
highlights, from individual efforts such as
great saves from our goalkeepers and
defenders to brilliant attacking movements
and of course the goals.
The effort on match days, where
occasionally the team was a player or two
short was quite inspiring .
The team has done themselves proud and had
fun to boot.
Thanks to all the parents who assisted on
training nights and of course for supporting
your team each Saturday.
Oliver Radic,
Assistant Coach.

Back Row L - R Joshua Styles, Danny Thomas, Jaxon Boyle, Thomas Peterson.
Front Row L - R Leon Rebbeck, Jacob Radic, Gabby Knight, Emily Rutherford.
Absent; Jensen Barker and Ross Carter
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flanker, halfback,
five-eighth inside
centre or wing.
At this stage in his
Local rugby player Ben Selby has been Academy of Sport Programme for 2006-2007
rugby career he is
for
elite
athletes.
named in the U15's NSW Country
certainly what is
Ben was selected in the U15's Southern
Rugby Union Side for 2007.
Provincial Side at the State Championships held commonly referred
Ben commenced with Shoalhaven Rugby
to as a utility player.
in Port Macquarie this year.
club playing under U 11's.
Well done and good
He was then selected in the U15's NSW
He has won the club premiership every year
luck.
Country Side.
including U11's-U15's since playing with
He is to play several matches in a program
Shoalhaven.
which then culminates in a development tour to Right: Ben Selby a
He has represented the Illawarra in his
picture of
Samoa and New Zealand in October this year.
respective age group from 2002.
His early days playing rugby were as a hooker concentration.
He is also a successful applicant in the Illawarra
but he now can be seen playing anywhere from

Valley rugby star on the rise

Special mention to Dave Kent their coach again
this season, this will be his 5th season coaching
the boys and he always gives his best and is
always fair. So thanks Dave for your efforts.
We would also like to thank Kangaroo Valley
Escapes for sponsoring the U15’s this season.
They supplied the boys with canoes on their
presentation day where they left from the bridge
and canoed down the river to Bendeela where
the rest of the crew were getting ready for the
presentation and BBQ.
The boys were also awarded with a jacket each
supplied by Kangaroo Valley Escapes which
Kangaroo Valley U15’s football team Bottom Row L
was presented to each player by Rob
to R: Alex Ivanoff, Julian Segar, James Knight,
McGregor.
Michael Winch, Calum Shillinglaw, Andrew Kent,
So a big thanks to Rob McGregor, Chris Treuen
Eddie Meade. Top Row L to R: Donna Parker
and Mike Hayes for their support.
(Secretary/Treasure), Danny Byrne, Aaron Parker,
The
Regan
Cup team has also finished their
Henri Rutherford, Pat Apperley, Blake Dryden, Liam
season in 5th place making it to the semi finals.
Pollock-Watson, Richard Hooten (Assistant Coach)
Unfortunately they were beaten on the day by
and Dave Kent (Coach). Missing Dash Moore.
Albion Park 18-12, good effort boys.
Well the U15’s have finished their
The team has some great players and a lot of
season in equal 6th place out of 15 teams ability and could have beaten any team in the
but unfortunately they only take the top competition but just couldn’t finish it off on the
day. At times the team struggled with injuries
4 teams through to the semi’s.
and numbers but did extremely well.
The boys played very hard all season and at
Big thanks to the coach Peter Warburton.
times struggled to field a full team and at best
We would also like to thank all of the sponsors
one reserve on the bench.
But they kept going and never gave up all year who put their hands in their pockets; with out
them we would not have been able to have a
and always tried there very best.
Regan Cup team. They are,
We have some great players in the team and
The Friendly Inn
they all get on very well so we hope they all
Bomaderry Hotel
return next season to field an U16’s team.

Rugby League update

Sports
stop press

Glenmack Caravan Park
Kangaroo Valley Earthmoving
Kangaroo Valley Plumbing (2 jerseys)
Kangaroo Valley Golf & Country Resort
John Rebbeck Earthmoving
Kangaroo Valley Supermarket
Café Bella
Shine Maintenance Solutions
Dryden Plumbing
Uncle Ard (2 jerseys)
Errol and Jo’s Krambach Hotel
Kangaroo Valley Pizzeria and Takeaway
Dynamic Tennis Courts
V & A Winch Rural Contractors
Smart Farming
SM & TR Hindman Carpentry
Bruce Soper Fencing
M & J Pest Control
I Wire Web Developments on the shorts
Harcourts Real Estate sponsored the training
shirts
Also a big thanks to Richard Hooten, Andrew
Kent, Laura Kent, John Smart, Kate Rutherford,
Margo Dryden, Mark Dryden, Sue Meade, Gib
Lidbetter, Scott Burnie, Peter Wilson, Cory
Bailey, Vinni Winch, Dave Kent, Donna Parker
and Jackie Lenz for helping out through the
year without these people the club would not
exist. Thanks to all the parents and supporters
of the valley teams this season hope to see you
all again next season.
Donna Parker
Secretary

J. T. Rebbeck - Earthmoving Contractor
4465 1329 Mobile 0414 744 258

Meaghan and Zoe Binder finished the
City to Surf this year in around
79 minutes, and in the process, took out
first prize for Mother and daughter
under 11 years.

KVVRFB Report
(Continued from page 27)

What may seem like a bit of overkill with the
amount of appliances in attendance was a good
call as the prediction of 125 kph wind gusts and
the threat of the fire impacting on the university
campus and/or South Nowra if it jumped
Yalwal or George Evans Roads, had all crews
ready.
Craig Winter

Reliable service,
excellent equipment, competitive quotes.
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Them what whispers down the well,
About the goods they ‘ave to sell,
Will not make as many dollars,
As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers.

Eccles Electrical
Ph 44651037

email: chamalon@optusnet.com.au
*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial

*Refrigeration/Air-con

*Plus Pump Repairs

~Emergency Service Available~

The Village Green Nursery

Paul Obern Arborist Services

Pot Plant to Paddock—Natives, Exotics, Fruit and
Ornamental trees, Tubestock, windbreaks and Hedging

Qualified Tree Surgeon with 10 years Experience

NEW SEASON FRUITAND ORNAM ENTALTREES AND ROSES
Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren
for helpful service and advice
“council carpark” Kangaroo Valley, open 7 days

Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, Fire
Reduction Clearing, Thinning, Mulching, Dangerous Trees
Removed – all sizes

Call Paul Tel: 02 44651391 or Mobile No. 0403 610 236
Free quotes—Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area

Miss Shelleys Flower Shop
shop 1/98 queen street Berry, (behind newsagents)

bh.02 4464 3674 mob. 0422 687 854
Innovative, Creative, Original and Traditional
Flowering Hours
Monday to Saturday 8.30 am - 5.30 pm
Sunday and public holidays 10-4 pm

For all your electrical, data & telephone requirements

Phone: 4422 3588 Mobile 0427 442 004

DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter

"Your local 'easy being green' Tradesman."
Offering FREE watersaver shower heads & energy efficient light globes
with any callout.

Call Mark or Margo
Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080
Lic. No. 11234
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MIKE & CATHY GORMAN

Massage Therapist
Karen Palmer DRM
0417 407 212
ATMS accredited
Health fund rebates
Deep tissue, remedial, relaxation and pregnancy treatments available
Monday (all day), Wednesday and Saturday mornings

Commencing June 4
Ambulance station community complex

!
!
!

Electrical Installations – Home/Business
Smoke detectors, Surge protectors, Safety switches
Garden and Entertainment lighting

Mobile: 0427651540
Phone/Fax: 44651540
1005 Wattamolla Rd Wattamolla, 2535
Lic No. 46822C ABN 76 031 101 072

Ian McLean
Phone 4464 3267
Mobile 0427 643 267

Kangaroo Valley Security

“KANGAROO VALLEY” WATER CARTAGE

Regular and casual patrols of
properties and premises
Alarm responses – Security signage
Static guarding
Sales of alarms and associated equipment
Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley

LOCALLY OWNED DOMESTIC WATER CARRIERS

Ph 44 651 659 Mob: 042 865 1659
Master Licence No: 407376632

Call us for all your:
1: domestic water needs
2: swimming pool fills or top ups
3: when installing septic tanks or water tanks
4: roadwork or driveway wet downs
5: any other of your bulk water requirements
Local rubbish service on a weekly or fortnightly basis
Call: Mark & Jodi: 4465-1042 or 0418 426343
Craig & Donna: 4465-2170 or 0421 857207

KANGAROO VALLEY
PLUMBING SERVICES

Lee Dale:
Tel 0405 224043
Licence No: 158073C
KANGAROO VALLEY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
Doug Moore

24 hours—7 Days Emergency Service
15 years experience

Physiotherapist
Mobile: 0439 401 120
Email: Thevalleyphysio@hotmail.com
KV Ambulance Station, Mondays

Same day
hot water system replacement
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Kangaroo Tales

You can take the man out of the Valley, but not
the Valley out of the man.
By Joan Bray
There are always stories about the ‘characters’
of a township remembered by each generation
(Continued from page 12)
and the one about Charlie Brooks keeps coming
They had a family of five boys.
to the fore.
Bede has noticed many changes in the
Charlie lived in the ‘Hollow’, which is where
environment in the Valley.
Willow Glen Road is today.
The increase in vegetation down the
He grew vegetables and sold them locally and
escarpments has altered the topography, but
in Nowra.
deterioration in the health of the river, even
His horse would amble up the mountainside
before the construction of Tallowa Dam, was
dragging Charlie and a cart load of fresh
evident in the late 1950’s.
produce and often come home when the light of
Gerringong Creek used to be a haven for
day was fading.
herrings.
The local policeman was concerned for their
Bucketfuls could be fished out daily and were
fed to the chooks: making eggs rich in omega 3. safety and suggested a hurricane lamp on the
front shaft would be a good idea.
Then there were ample supplies of the
Charlie was an amiable man and humoured the
migratory species of Macquarie perch,
local keeper of the peace, for a few weeks.
Galaxias/native trout and Bass,
However he was heard to remark that it was a
in the Kangaroo and Shoalhaven Rivers,
waste of time as the animal knew the way home
besides their creek tributaries.
and could see better without the lamp’s aid!
Bede used to leave his line in the river on the
He stopped selling eggs in consideration for the
way to school and take home the ‘catch’ for
chooks and ‘wear and tear on their backsides’.
dinner.
Charlie and his wife worked very hard
Throughout the conversation with Bede he
producing vegetables and never had a holiday.
mentioned instances of the friendly cooperative community spirit that existed and still When she died he was sagacious in his advice
to all married men.
does in the Valley.
Gerald, one of his sons thinks of the Valley as
‘Make sure your wife gets a holiday’.
his spiritual home and remembers his childhood
years there with infinite pleasure.
2 Many tickets have been sold for our table at
the Parish Dinner in St Michael’s Hall in
Nowra at the end of September.
(Continued from page 13)
3 A new lighting system is to be installed in the
before the service on the first Sunday.
church, and we await the arrival of two new
Please feel welcome to join a happy and
stained glass windows.
informal time of fellowship and celebration.
4 We are looking forward to the ecumenical
th
On Sunday September 9 - THE FOLK
retreat on prayer to be held on 8th September.
FESTIVAL weekend there will be a service
(See details in the Anglican news.)
which will celebrate the positive contribution
5 Last Sunday we considered the dissension and
that folk artists make to the whole world
persecution being suffered at the time St Luke
through poems and songs.
was writing his Gospel, and thought of the
The service will include folk music and poetry
social pressure that we are under to compromise
performed by the artists taking part in the folk
what we believe.
festival and the service will be preceded and
We agreed that while cowardice asks ‘is it
followed by the group Madrigala
safe?’ expediency asks ‘is it politic?’ vanity
This group has particularly beautiful meditative
asks ‘is it popular?’ it takes courage to ask ‘is it
folk music suited for listening to within a
true?’
church. Check for times on your Festival
Please God we will hold fast to our baptismal
program. Blessings to all…..John Brentnall
faith, and declare in the words of St Thomas
Catholic Church - St Josephs
Aquinas’ hymn:
1 There was a successful meeting to arrange
‘What God’s Son has told me,
for the World Youth Day Cross and icon to be
take for truth I do,
received at the Church next year on its way to
Truth Himself speaks truly,
World Youth Day in Sydney.
or there’s nothing true’.

News from the Pews

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Janice Lunnon
Dip Rem. mass
ATMS
(over 25 yrs. experience)

Mobile service
FRI / SAT / SUN

Ring after 6pm 44652063
Specialise in tourist/clientele,
bed & breakfast
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Bert Brookes was the best, well the only,
mechanic in the Valley and there was never a
problem that he couldn’t fix.
A very obliging man, whose work load
increased when more ‘fancy new Buicks’ made
their appearance; acquired by farmers eager to
dispose of any extra income before the tax man
claimed his share.
Bede is particularly proud of his association
with the Light Horse in the Valley.
Some of the team were George Brooks, Frank
Coleman, Alex Nelson, Jack Condon, Jack
Purcell and Lindsay Cochrane and they were a
fine group of horsemen.
The 1/21st was presented with the Annual
Challenge Trophy by the then Prince of Wales,
later George V, in 1904.
He was their Colonel-in-Chief.
In 1931 and 1933, they were the proud
winners of this prestigious Cup and there are
wonderful photographs at the Pioneer Park
Museum of the men and their Regiment.
Content now in his retirement, he is always
pleased to have visitors, talk about the ‘old
days’, show off his immaculate workshop and
revive memories of a way of life that has faded
into history.

Thank you Bede and Gerald for your
hospitality and to Alex Sourdin
for introducing me
to this interesting teller of yarns.

to discuss ways to protect the Valley from
unsympathetic over-development and to protect
the all important tourism industry.
If you are concerned about the future of the
Valley and want to lend your support please
consider becoming a member of the National
Trust. Your membership fees go towards the
Trust’s advocacy work and a large membership
allows the Trust to more effectively lobby for
protective legislation and to prevent destructive
developments within the Valley.
The National Trust for Scotland has 250,000
members in a population of about the same size
as New South Wales. It is the National Trust’s
aim to grow to a similar size and, by sheer
weight of numbers, convince government at all
levels that our unique places of historic, scenic
and nature conservation significance deserve
better recognition and protection.
Your membership can help ensure that the
National Trust can also manage significant
historic properties and their collections
throughout New South Wales, run educational
programs for all age groups and continue to
manage and expand our bush regeneration
programs that were pioneered by the Trust in
the 1970s.
More letters to the Editor
The Trust is currently offering a 15% discount
(Continued from page 8)
Many individual buildings and structures such on its membership fees and by taking out a
as Hampden Bridge have also been listed on the membership you have a chance to win a luxury
European holiday, and most importantly, as a
Trust Register.
National Trust member you have free
months the Trust has joined the campaign to
admittance to Trust properties throughout
save the scenic Moss Vale Road from the
RTA’s proposals for major tree removal and the Australia and 800 National Trust properties
Trust has lobbied politicians and spoken to the worldwide.
Please support the work of the National Trust –
media on this issue fearful that other scenic
roads around New South Wales may also be at become a member – go online at
www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au, ring (02) 9258
threat.
0123
or complete a membership form available
Senior Trust personnel recently visited
at the Kangaroo Valley Post Office.
Kangaroo Valley and met with local residents
Graham Quint, National Trust of Australia
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Wot’s on in the Valley

Claim the date!

Special events September 2007
October 20

School Trivia night

October 27

Buster Keaton Festival

January 27

Kiola Harp Ensemble

September 7

Trees for carbon workshop KV Showground 9am

September 7—9

Folk Festival

September 10

CWA Festival day KV Hall

September 13

ADFAS lecture Berry 7-30 pm

September 14

Mayor’s visit 10 am KV Post Office

September 26

VIEW Club Gala day

Organisations
are invited to use this page to claim the date
for any events they are planning, so as to avoid doubling up
and clashes with other groups.

Monthly events
KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – Bill Chittick 4465 1242
Senior Citizen’s Meeting - 10.15 am – Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club.
Environment Group – 6 pm – The Ambulance Community Complex –
Peter Stanton 4465 1688
Pioneer Museum Park – 1 pm – Garth Chittick 4465 1367
Pioneer Settlement Trust—Pioneer Museum Park - 10.30 am - Garth Chittick 4465 1367
A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Betty Allan 4465 1154

Mon (1st)
Mon (2nd)
Mon (2nd)
Mon (3rd)

Tues (2nd)
Tues (3rd)
Tues (3rd)

CWA 10 am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30 pm Combined Luncheon,
1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting
Pre School Meeting
Pioneer Museum Park Trust 10-30 am Elaine Apperley 4465 2026
KV Historical Society 1 pm Garth Chittick 4465 1367

Thurs (2nd)

P. & C. Meeting – – KV School

Fri (2nd)

View Club Gen Meeting & Luncheon – 12 pm – Source at Kangaroo

Tues (1st)

Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482
Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare, meet at Upper
Kangaroo Valley Hall 9-11 am Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147
Sun (1st)
Family Friendly Contemporary Service – 9.30 am – Anglican Church 4465 1585
Family Evening Service 6-30 pm Uniting Church 4464 1034
Sun (2nd)
Communion & Traditional Service – 9.30 am – Anglican Church 4465 1585
Communion Service 9 am Uniting Church 4464 1034
Sun (3rd to 5th) Worship Service 9 am Uniting Church4464 1034
Sat (last)
Sat (3rd)

Bi-weekly events
Tuesday (2nd & 4th)

Lions Club – 7 pm Carolyn Green 4465 1384

Thursday (1st & 3rd)

Men’s Group7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 4465 1056

Weekly events
Mon – Fri Bus Service to Nowra and Highlands 4423 5990
Mon –Tues-Thurs-Fri Mass St. Joseph’s 11 am
Mon
Bingo – 5 pm KVB&RC
Mon
1-3 pm Women's Bible Study
Anglican Hall 44651585
Mon&Wed 10-12 am Women's Bible Study Anglican Residence 44651585
Mon Wed Thurs 1-3 pm Women's Care & share Anglican Hall 44651585
Tues
9 am Association Croquet
Tues Men's Bowling - 1.30 pm, Casual
Contact Club 4465 1175 & leave name
Tues
10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga 44 651 364
Tues
8 pm Meditation Group ph 0427 383 645
Tues
Cuppa & kids Sunday School Hall 10am
Wed
Mass St Joseph’s 6-20 am
Wed
Tai Chi Hall 8.30 am 4447 8332
Wed
Croquet Club 9 am Valley Club
Wed
Rural Fire Service Training at Shed 6pm
Wed 6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact 44 651364
Thurs 5 pm Golf Croquet
Exercise Class 9-15 am KV Hall
Walking group P.O. 10 am
Fri 2 pm Association Croquet
Sun
Bowling Club - 'Barefoot Bowls'
From 11.00 am
Sun
KV Rural Fire Service Training –
Fire Shed 9 am
Sun
Anglican Church
8-30 am Traditional service
10 am Contemporary service and
Sunday School
Sun
Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am
Sun
Uniting Church Worship 9 am (2nd to
5th Sun) and Worship 6.30 pm (1st)

*
The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered free to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley
*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $36 per year
Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know.
Please tick the appropriate box:

I AM A NEW RESIDENT
I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY
SUBSCRIPTION - (Cheque or Money Order only thank you)
CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS

Your Mailing Address:Name _________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________
K.V. Voice Office:- Pioneer Farm, Kangaroo Valley 2577. Phone/facsimile (02) 4465 1521
If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you
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SCHOOLS & CHURCHES
EMERGENCIES
Preschool
Jacinta Powell
4465 1327
Police
13 1444 or 4421 9699
Public School
Mark McCarthy 4465 1182
Ambulance
000
P&C
Dougall Blanch 4465 1182
Poisons
13 1126
Scots College
Ian Boyle
4465 1089
Integral Energy
13 1003
Bomaderry High Marylin Henderson4421 0699
Lifeline
13 1114
Anglican Church Graham Castle
4465 1585
Fire
000
Sunday School Irene Dunn
4465 1056
SPORTS & EXERCISE
Cuppa and kids Shannon Chittick 4465 1367
Nigel Lewis
4446 0638
Catholic Church Anne Dynon
4464 1910 Tennis Club
Greg Thompson 4465 1531
Uniting Church John Brentnall
4464 1034 Cricket Club
Golf Club
John Rose
4464 2384
Canoe Club
Graeme Mounsey 4465 1597
CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS
Sharon Selby
4465 1186
CMR Institute
Isabel Butler
4465 1248 Pony Club
4465 1341
Lions
Tony Barnett
4465 1800 Ladies Bowling Margery Good
4465 1035
V.I.E.W. Club
Betty Allan
4465 1154 Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick
Vinnie Winch
4465 1448
C.W.A.
Gwen Nelson
4423 1193 Fishing Club
Heather Kelly
4465 1608
Amnesty Int.
Libby Turnock 4465 1357 Croquet Club
Environment
Pamela Davis
4465 2285
Wires
4862 1788 Group Secretaries - please check & update details

AGES & STAGES
Nursing Mothers Karen Beeston
Cubs/Scouting
Cathy Gorman
Senior Citizens
Bez McKenzie

If undelivered please return to :-

SURFACE MAIL

KANGAROO VALLEY VOICE

4465 1098
4465 1540
4465 1873

OTHER ORGANISATIONS
Brogers Creek Landcare Andrew
4465 1482
Pioneer Museum Elaine Apperley 4465 2026
Historical Society Garth Chittick 4465 1367
Osborne Park/Hall J. Lenz
4465 1272
A & H Society
Betty Allan
4465 1154
K.V..Rural Fire S Bill Chittick
4465 1242
Tourist Assn
Sue Foster
4465 1165
Iyengar Yoga
Rose Andrews 4465 1364
Rock-Wallaby
Melinda Norton 4887 8256
Alcholics Anonymous Rick
4465 1113
Upr/Rvr Prog Assn D. Loneragan 4465 1364
K.V.C.A..
Tony Barnett
4465 1800
KV Garden Group Lee Sharam
4465 1756
FYRE
Karen Harrison 4465 1699

C/O POST OFFICE, KANGAROO VALLEY 2577
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