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Just the usually festive and energetic few weeks 

of community life in Kangaroo Valley  
pictured here (and there is more inside). 

Clockwise from top left: the start of the Trek 
for Timor which so far has raised more than 
$94,000 (story starts on page 15). A relaxing 

spot for these folk festivalers at Osborne Park. 
Superb staging by the Shoalhaven Folk Club 

and well appreciated by K.V. (see letters page 
4 and story page 8). The start of the Valley 
inspired, inaugural Noah’s Challenge in 

Nowra. Another outstanding fund raiser in 
excess of $64,000. Lastly the 3-400 partygoers 

who walked acrossHampden Bridge to 
celebrate the completion of the work. (p18). 
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Kangaroo Valley Voice was originally established 
under the Small Towns Program (an initiative of the  
Department of Business & Regional Development). 
K.V. Voice Inc. aims to support & develop the Valley’s 
economic, social & communication infrastructure. The 
Committee & Assistants are all volunteers, who donate 
their time and expertise for the benefit of our readers. 
All Valley residents, clubs & organisations are invited to 
forward editorial submissions.  
The K.V. Voice is financially self sufficient due to 
income received from local businesses and advertising. 

DISCLAIMER 
The statements and opinions expressed in this publication are 
made in good faith by Kangaroo Valley community members. 
K.V. Voice Inc., Committee, volunteers and contributors do not 
take responsibility for any statements advertisement, notice, 
letter or opinions published. Such are published at the risk of the 
contributor,  who accepts liability for any intended publication. All 
contributors agree to indemnify the publisher and warrant that 
the material is accurate and is neither deceptive or misleading, 
in breach of copyright, defamatory or in breach of any laws.  

Letters to the Editor 
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Before we look at the variety and 
outstanding success reported on in this 
issue, I want to ventilate my feelings 
about the continual misuse of the word 
hero, particularly by sports journalists 
but also sometimes by other specialist 
writers covering politics for example. 
This is because on page 5 we cover the 
passing of Michael Neale, who at one time 
was a member of the Valley Voice team. 
He had relocated from the Southern Highlands 
after a long period of recovery from extensive 
and hideous burns to a large portion of his body 
suffered in the Wingello fires, which started on 
New Years Day 1998. 
Michael was not at the fire scene when his truck 
and crew were sent into the fire area to complete 
a backburn but when he did arrive the tanker 
appeared to have lost contact with the command 
post. 
Mike and a fellow fire fighter courageously 
entered the fire zone and found the truck with the 
eight crew had been engulfed in a savage 
firestorm, with one person already dead and the 
others (including Michael’s son) badly burned. 
When the fire returned Michael Neale covered an 
already burnt person with his body, to protect her 
and took the brunt of the damage. 
That was the act of a hero, not someone who can 
run, tackle and kick a ball or a batsman who can 
hold the bowlers at bay for a long time. 
Firefighters, police, surf lifesavers and serving 
members of the armed forces are heroes, they 
confront danger head on to protect others. 
I am pleased that Michael received a farewell 
befitting a true hero. 
On our front page we lead into the outstanding 
fund raising efforts for worthy causes by The 
trek for Timor (more than $94,000 to date) and 
the inaugural Noah’s Challenge (in excess of 
$64,000), truly exceptional efforts from a 
reasonably small population base. 
The Bridge party was also a success and we hope 
to provide a more extensive souvenir coverage in 
next month’s edition and more on the Folk 

The Editor, 
 
Many hands on the wheel 
 
I refer to your Editorial celebrating the 
‘Voice’s’ 16 th Birthday (July 2011 issue) and 
wish to thank Geoff Butterworth for his kind 
reminiscences of the early days of the 
Kangaroo Valley Voice and the part the 
Marcus family played.   
However, it would be unfair of me to accept 
these kind words and not acknowledge the 
several other Editors who have taken the reins  
of our dearly loved paper, over the years.   
They are Win Palmer, Gail Chittick,  and 
Maureen Brown, (my apologies if I’ve 

(Continued on page 4) 

True heroes 

Festival as well. See our letters page (4) it is 
awash with congratulations to the organisers. 
More big news from the Bowlo (page 3) where 
the chips are down, perhaps for the last time. 
The survival of the Bowling Club is dependent 
on a successful trading quarter which will 
either prove that the bridge closures had no 
effect or that the urgency of better trading 
through increased patronage has fallen on deaf 
ears. 
This month in other news we have provided a 
crossword all based on the Valley, a new 
column from resident Gerry North, there is a 
giveaway of tickets to The Song Company, 
(page 9) and further information re the Art and 
Soul of the Valley project (undertaken in 
partnership between the KVTA and the Voice. 
If you, the reader, know of people actively 
engaged in growing produce, making things, 
creating works of art or music then let us know 
about them or ask them to contact us (detaiils 
page 11). 
Our aim is to produce a top quality book that 
will showcase the talent, the landscape, the 
produce and the ethos of Australia’s most 
beautiful valley which we are proud to and 
fortunate enough to call home. 
Two other things to cover. 
Firstly the hospitalisation of the Member for 
Kiama (Gareth Ward) following some chest 
pains. 
The eventual diagnosis was pericarditis not a 
heart attack, but a serious cardiovascular 
condition nonetheless. Gareth was soon out of 
hospital and judging by the number of press 
releases is back in the thick of the action. 
Lastly, it must have been a terrifying 
experience for Bill Attard of the IGA and 
petrol station to have been confronted by 
armed robbers on Saturday October 8, just as 
he was opening up for business. 
Faced with a knife and a crowbar would scare 
anyone and then to watch as cash registers 
were ripped out would add to the terror. 
Those acts are foreign to our valley. 
Let’s be alert to keep it that way.     Carl Leddy 
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Local Directors of the Nowra Bowling 
Club made a determined stand at the 
board meeting after some weeks of 
intense negotiations, once the intention 
of some Nowra based directors to close 
down the Kangaroo Valley operation 
became known. 
Ken Crocker and Ron Burcher prepared 
arguments persuasive enough to achieve 
the passage of the resolutions above and 
gain some “restoration or breathing 
space” for the Valley Club. 
Ken Crocker said “The vote was close at four 
to three  but if the club does not turn a profit in 
this quarter then we will probably no longer be 
able to continue”. 
“I appeal to all residents and visitors to the 
Valley to make use of the facilities of the club 
which are first class”. 

The Editor 
 

Scotching the rumours about the 
Valley Club and asking for support. 
 

As you know a meeting was held at the 
Nowra Bowling Club on Tuesday 25th 
October 2011 to discuss the current 
financial position and future of the 
Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club.   
This meeting came about due to the 
continuing losses at the KVBC and the 
extreme pressure it is putting on the NBC 
finances and its ability to continue to 
carry these losses.    
 

The outcome of this meeting is that a special 
Members Meeting will be held on Sunday 
December 4, 2011 seeking the Members 
approval to convert the Core Assets (Land and 
Buildings) to Non-Core Assets for the purpose 
of selling those assets if necessary to recoup 
the money invested by the NBC over the past 5 
years that we have been involved.    
The financial position of the KVBC is to be 
reviewed each quarter and it will be those 
reviews that will determine whether or not the 
Club is kept open.  
 

This news should not be a shock to those who 
attended the Members Meeting held 2007 
where the then President of the NBC, Mr Max 

Watt and I attended an open meeting to discuss 
the proposed amalgamation and answer 
questions.   
At that meeting, I was very clear that the KVBC 
wanted the NBC to get involved and this meant 
that the Valley Club had to be strongly supported 
because the NBC wouldn’t be in a position to 
carry losses at the Valley for year after year.   
They were told that if it didn’t get to a breakeven 
point and start to show a profit, we would take 
the assets and sell them to get our money back.   
They were also told that we would never allow 
the Valley Club to drag the NBC down to a point 
that put the Nowra Club at risk.    
Unfortunately we are now at a point where this 
may happen and things need to change and the 
first change must be the KVBC.   
The continuing losses and the threat of massively 
expensive “pre-commitment technology” being 
forced upon us means that we have to take steps 
now.  
At the same meeting in 2007, I outlined what the 
NBC was prepared to do to get the KVBC up and 
running again and what improvements and 
services we would introduce to give the Club a 
fighting chance at survival.   
To-date we have fulfilled those commitments 
and done even more than we said we would do.  
Examples include a total refurbishment of the 
Club, purchase of a Courtesy Bus, introduction 
of Keno, Tourist Information Centre to name a 
few.   
 

What have we done so far to help stem the 
losses?  Over recent months we have spent 
additional funds on a new marketing strategy and 

most recently we were forced to make harsh 
but necessary cutbacks to the operational 
expenses.   
 

Over the past two years, the Staff at the 
KVBC has had to endure a constant barrage 
of nasty rumours and accusations of wrong 
doing by the NBC toward the KVBC.   
The most disappointing of these is that the 
NBC was only ever interested in getting our 
greedy hands on the assets to sell them out and 
leave with a massive profit.   
This is totally absurd, what sort of business 
plan is that?   
Why would we invest over $500,000 and put 
ourselves though this much stress to sell it all 
and walk out maybe breaking even?   
If that was our plan, we could have easily done 
that for a lot less expense and heartache.   
The person or persons responsible for starting 
these rumours should be ashamed of 
themselves and if they put as much effort into 
promoting the positive aspects of the Club as 
they have into trying to tear the club down, 
maybe we wouldn’t be at the point we are at 
now.  

To date we have been unable to make a profit 
at any time at the Valley and the Club is now at 
a critical point.   
What are you going to do about it? 
 

Yours Sincerely 
NOWRA BOWLING & RECREATION 
CLUB                                      

Stuart Christison 
Secretary Manager 

Resolutions passed at the Nowra Bowling Club Board Meeting  
on October 25, 2011. 

 

1 A Special General Meeting of financial members to be held on 
Sunday December 4, 2011 where members will be asked to vote on 
changing the KV Assetts from core assets to non-core assets so that if 
necessary the KV assets could be sold. 
 

2 (a) That the two Kangaroo Valley businessmen be asked to provide 
reports on exit or development strategies. 
 

2 (b) Club to trade until the December results are to hand and 
analysed at the Janauary 2012 board meeting. 
 

2 (c) Volunteer labour program of surrounds maintenance be 
continued. 
 

2 (d) Advise KV members of clubs financial position and request 
support via the Kangaroo Valley Voice. 

Valley Club saved again but is under constant review 

Statement by  
the Secretary Manager 

The Kangaroo Valley Voice believes that the continuation of the Valley Club is in everyone’s interest. 
Not only for members and visitors who use the facilities,  

but also the many groups and service organisations who are regular patrons of the Club,  
as well as the growing number of tourists who are attracted to the Valley following marketing 

campaigns undertaken by the Kangaroo Valley Tourist Association, the Shoalhaven Tourism Board 
and the many individual accommodation providers and activities operators. 

 
We urge all Valley residents to patronise the Club and encourage others to do so.  

To lose this important part of Valley life would be a severe blow to the local economy and hurt us all. 
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Letters to the Editor (continued) 

Written & authorised by Joanna Gash MP 
24 Berry Street  NOWRA   2541 

Getting the Job Done! 

Joanna Gash MP 
Federal Member for Gilmore 

 

May I help you? 

My office is open 8am to 6pm Monday to 
Friday and is located at 

24 Berry Street, Nowra 2541 
Ph: 4423 1782   Fax: 4423 1785 

joanna.gash@aph.gov.au 
www.joannagash.com.au 

The Editor 
 

Festival a success and could get better 
 

Many thanks to the organisers of the Folk 
Festival over the weekend.  
It just gets better and better with a wonderful 
diversity of acts this year that variously 
touched everyone in our family.  
We love the atmosphere of the Showground 
with all its venues and the colour and friendly 
bustle of the stalls.  
It was good to be able to buy some wholesome 
food too rather than the usual dodgy crud that 
only serves to poison the temple. 
 

Our youngest son, Reuben, who at age 11 is 
already a stallholder at the monthly markets, is 
now a committed Festival junkie.  
On Sunday morning, before our house woke up 
he was in his room strumming away on his 

forgotten anyone) all of whom have given their 
time and expertise, free of charge, for the 
benefit of all Valley residents.   
The Voice has surely come a long way.   
In the early days all editorial was hand typed, 
as few contributors had programs compatible 
with MS Publisher.   
The internet and email didn’t exist and there 
was no such thing as a digital camera.   
This brings to focus the speed at which 
technology has progressed.   
Lastly, I’d like to thank our longest serving 
Editor, Carl Leddy, for continuing the Voice’s 
remarkable progress. 

Paul Marcus. 

guitar before heading down to the Showground 
for another day of Spooky Men, stories of 
Uruzgan and inspiration – what more could you 
ask for? 
 

I’m sure the organisers are tired of hearing this 
but amongst the non-folk community the word, 
“Folk” gets pretty bad press.  
We can’t get any of our friends to come because 
they “don’t like folk music.”  
Well we’re not that keen on folk music either but 
we never seem to hear much of it at the festival. 
We hear lots of blues and reggae and rock and 
bluegrass and world and Andy Gordon and lots 
of really funny stuff but never much of anything 
we think of as folk.  
It would be very nice if we could persuade our 
friends to come next year.  
Perhaps the organisers could just play a little 
trick and in future call it the, “kloF Festival.” 
“What’s kloF?” “Oh, it’s a sort of mixture of 
blues and reggae and rock and bluegrass and 
world and Andy Gordon and lots of really funny 
stuff.”  
Thanks again for the massive effort of everyone 
involved in organising and running the weekend. 
It was brilliant. 
Our favourite act? The Pigs - of course. 

John Bacon 
Kangaroo Valley Rural Supplies. 

The Editor 
 

Festival a joy to behold 
 

What a joy to hear great music all weekend at the 
Folk Festival.  
From the jammers to the performers in the 
Showground, to the dancers and singers in the 
various halls, it was a wonderful event cast in 
perfect weather.  
It's a big production only made possible by some 
very altruistic and hard working volunteers and 
organisers and the result was clear from the 
generation of goodwill and harmony amongst 
those who attended.  
It's right up there as a KV celebration along with 
the Arts Festival and the Agricultural Show.  
Lucky us.                                 Bruce Maclachlan 

Moss Vale Road 

The Editor, 
 

Another wrap for the Folk Festival 
 

We would like to congratulate the organisers on 
a great Folk Festival last weekend. 
The venues were very good (excellent acoustics 
in the lovely St Joseph’s Church) and the variety 
of acts meant that there was always something on 
of interest (whether it was learning songs in New 
Guinea Pidgin with Fred Smith, doing all the 
actions to the songs of Kate Rowe and Ryan 
Morrison, laughing and crying with the poets at 
the Poets’ Breakfast at Café Bella, dancing with 
the wonderful array of dance bands, or listening 
to our very own Andy Gordon and Thirsty Night 
Singers.) 
The volunteers were friendly and helpful, there 
was plenty of choice for a tasty meal or snack 
and we saw no evidence of unsightly rubbish or 
behaviour.   
Plus, the weather was perfect, at last! 
We look forward with anticipation to next year’s 
Folk Festival. 

Lee Sharam and Bruce Rodway 

The Editor 
 

Top quality folk festival 
 

I would like to congratulate the organisers, 
volunteers and performers on another 
wonderful Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival.   
It was a joy to see so many people in and 
around the village and the show ground, 
enjoying the great weather. 
The quality of the performers  was generally 
excellent while the variety of acts was 
unparalleled with a very cosmopolitan 
atmosphere around the show ground.   
There was something for everyone, regardless 
of age.We are very fortunate to have both a 
Folk Festival and an Arts Festival in our 
village - long may they continue! 
Thank you to all who give their time and 
energy to make it happen.    Jennefer M Hutton 

The Editor 
 

Folk ain’t Folk 
 

WOW - what a great weekend that was - the 
2011 KV Folk Festival.  
And totally confounding; just what is folk 
music? If you know the answer, please let me 
know.  
I experienced a melange of images, sounds and 
styles:  klezmer, reggae, sea shanties, blues, 
boogie, doo wop, gospel, gypsy, jazz, soul, 
bush songs, acapella, jazz acapella, 4-part 
harmony, a cappella 50-voice choir, flamenco, 
Morris Dancers and a maypole!   
Music from the Appalachians, Australia, 
Balkans, Bavaria, Bulgaria, England, Estonia, 
Ireland, New Orleans, Pacific Islands, Scotland 
and Spain.... on guitar, mandolin, bouzouki, 
whistles, sax, drums, harp, double bass, 
clarinet, trombone, tahu, harmonica, 
glockenspiel, bongos, cajon, recorder, cello, 
fiddle, uillean pipes.... giving us songs, dances, 
poetry and stories of anguish, poignancy, 
humour, passion, love, romance, hate, war, 
birth, death, protest, harmony, discord, pain, 
suffering .... and peace. 
And the stars of the show for me?  
Firstly, Fred Smith with his heart-breaking 
reflections on life as a diplomat, or as an 
Afghan, on the front-line in Uruzgan, 
Afghanistan.  
‘You had to be there’ moment number 1. 
Secondly, our own Thirsty Night Singers in the 
very special space of St Joseph’s Church 
(thank you, Father Ronan) performing a 
stunning a cappella Bohemian Rhapsody. ‘You 
had to be there’ moment number 2. 
And most importantly, our glorious 
showground, being used as intended – to 
benefit all KV residents and visitors. Such a 
wonderful venue: for adults to drift around 
from session to session in the valley’s wrap-
around scenic beauty and, most importantly, 
for kids to wander, skip and run around in total 
safety, dressed up and face-painted, without 
care, experiencing the magical world of music 
and dance. You can’t put a price on that! 
A round of applause for the organisers, all the 
sponsors, volunteers, those who billeted 
performers, those who made available other 
venues and those who went along to join in the 
fun.  
THANK YOU.                                Chris Pryor 
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THE FIREFIGHTERS PRAYER 
 
When I'm called to duty God, wherever flames may rage 

give me strength to save a life, whatever be its age 
Help me to embrace a little child before it is too late 
or save an older person, from the horror of that fate 
Enable me to be alert, to hear the weakest shout  
and quickly and efficiently to put the fire out 
I want to f i l l  my calling and to give the best in me 
to guard my neighbour and protect his property 
And if according to your  will I have to lose my life  
bless with your protecting hand my children and my wife. 

A real hero laid to rest 

Vale Michael Neale 
8. 4. 1948—26. 9. 2011 

Michael Neale lived in the Valley for the 
last decade of his life. 
Originally residing at Glenmack and then in a 
cottage on Moss Vale Road, he came to the 
Valley after a long recovery period following 
terrible injuries he received while fighting the 
Wingello fires in 1998. 
Soon after settling into the Valley, Michael 
joined the Valley Voice team for a while, 
helping with administration and accounts and 
that helped him meet and make new friends. 
We are indebted to Chris Maguire who cared 
for Michael professionally for a number of 
years, taking over from another Valley “angel” 
Sue Bunn and who provided this information. 
These ladies were able to make Michael’s life 
more comfortable with their dedicated and 
selfless service and we congratulate them for 
their work with Michael during the years he 
was here. 
The rememberance service was held in the 
Church of Christ at Bowral and conducted by 
Celebrant Michael Bourke. 
Here are some of his remarks. 
Welcome everyone, my name is Michael Bourke 
and I am civil celebrant, we come today to 
reminisce a little, share some memories and 
celebrate the life of Michael John Neale. 
But Michael we also come aside for another 
reason and that's to say thank you.  
Thank you for being a, a father, father in law, 
grandfather and a friend, thank you for being in 
our lives, for making us laugh, for caring, and 
thank you for letting us in your life.  
You were certainly one of a kind, you taught us 
so much through the way you lived and the 
values you have lived by in your life.  
Mate we are going to miss you more than you 
will ever know. 
To Michaels family, his children, Andrew and 
his wife Carole, Gareth and Bryana, his 
grandchildren Travis, Cooper and Brodie, we 
offer you our sincerest condolences. 
For most people, today is just another 
Wednesday, they got up, had a shower, a coffee, 
and got on with their lives.  
But for all of us here we gather in remembrance 
of a very special man in our lives, and in doing 
so we become aware that all our lives are 
interrelated. 
Our being here today is yet another meaningful 
experience of love and friendship for Michael. 
His Death reminds us of the fragility of our 
relationships, it reminds us of the special and 
unique way in which we relate to those people 
who cross our paths in life. 
It is at a time like this we realise the debt we 
owe to those gone before us. And how they have 
contributed to our own lives both in the past and 
in the future. 
As we celebrate his life today you can take 
satisfaction that he has been and still is a prt of 
your lives. His influence endures and will 
continue to endure in the unending 
consequences flowing from his character and 
deeds. 
 
Other speakers were Michael’s son Andrew, 
(also a firefighter and also injured in the same 
fire), Michael’s stepfather John Harris, 

Michaels sister in law Kerry (with Tracey Everett, 
Michael’s niece) and John Brock (RFS). 
Mr Brock read the Firefighters prayer while the 
Rural Fire Service provided a guard of honour.  
Fitting indeed for a man of unquestionable courage 
and devotion to his service.                    Carl Leddy 

The Rural Fire Service provided a guard of honour led by the Fire Service Commissioner, the 
Southern District Fire Service Manager and the State Fire Service Chaplain. 
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VIEW Club Community corner 
Once again we gathered at the Bowling 
Club to enjoy each others company and 
a nice lunch.  
We welcomed three visitors and hope they 
enjoyed themselves. 
Barbara Bloom has done a great job in finding 
interesting speakers for us this year.  
Our guest speaker for this lunch was an 
Australian author who proved to be a great 
story teller and kept us all entertained with his 
accounts of his life adventures and the people 
he has met on the way who have provided  
inspiration for his writings. 
His name is Robert Gordon Menzies- a name 
chosen for him by his parents in honour of the 
Prime Minister at the time of his birth.  
He says that his name has proved to be more of 
a burden than a bonus.  
He also celebrates the same birthday as the 
former Prime Minister.  

The Prime Minister was well known for his 
quick wit.  
Young Robert attended a small country school at 
Dorrigo.  
When the headmaster heard the Prime Minister 
was driving past the school on the way to 
Armidale he managed to prevail on the entourage 
to stop at the school.  
Young Robert was introduced to his namesake 
and announced that they shared the same 
birthday, to which the great man replied. “You 
have held your age well”.  
It took a while for young Robert to get the joke. 
He did not understand why all the adults 
laughed. A memorable experience nonetheless. 
When Robert graduated from Macquarie 
University with a degree in Politics a report 
appeared on the front page of the Sydney 
Morning Herald.  
The reporter had asked Robert why his parents 
had named him in this way to which he replied 
that they must have had a sense of humour.  
This appeared on the front page of the paper and 
unfortunately his parents, who had high 

expectations of their son, were not amused. 
Another learning experience. 
Growing up in a small country town gave 
Robert many opportunities to meet all different 
kinds of people from timber mill workers and 
potato farmers to iterant seasonal workers. 
After graduation he went to England expecting 
to find work as a teacher not realising this was 
not an option at the time.  
Because he left Australia with only $300 his 
money soon ran out and he found himself 
living on the streets for four years.  
He says he was saved by a wonderful woman. 
On return to Australia he was able to find 
positions at a number of Sydney private 
schools.  
Now he is retired he has drawn from his wide 
ranging experiences to write four novels (so 
far). 
Culture Shock is based on a story about a 
young girl he knew at school. 
Webs of Deception comes from his 
experiences at the schools where he worked. 
His latest book Beyond the Labyrinth comes 
from the experience of meeting a strange 
person in the local caves where he grew up. 
This man had many interesting stories to tell. 
Robert also talked about the book industry and 
the demise of bookshops in Australia.  
He says he never knows where or when his 
books are for sale and he sells more books over 
the internet. Internet sales do not give much to 
the author. Robert thinks that authors are going 
to have to have other jobs to support 
themselves or wait until they retire to write. 
Only 7% of Australian authors can make 
enough money to sustain them. 
Robert lives on the Gold Coast and travels 
around talking to groups like VIEW Club and 
promoting his books and we thank him for 
coming.  
He is certainly good at telling stories so his 
books should be worth reading. 
The next meeting and lunch will be held at the 
Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club on Friday 11th 
November-11.30 am for 12 noon.  
Elections for some committee positions will be 
held at this meeting.  
Lyn Gerstenberg our district representative will 
be our guest and she will be giving a talk about 
the founder of VIEW, George Forbes and the 
present CEO Lisa O’Brien.  
Please phone Jan Starkey on 4465 2080 or 
email her jjstarkey42@bigpond.com by 6 pm 
on the Wednesday before the lunch if you are 
unable to attend.  
It is necessary for us to provide the caterer with 
accurate numbers for our luncheon otherwise 
our club will be charged. 
New members and guests are welcome.  
Please phone our President Margaret 
McLachlan 4465 1946 for details. 

 

Jeannette Dumbrell              
Publicity Officer 

Wingecaribee WIRES  
Rescue number  

4862 1788 
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 Growing up, my parents instilled in me 
a strong sense of community and I was 
indeed fortunate to be part of a strong 
Italian community.  
Today I find myself part of a different 
community although clearly one with a 
social conscience.  
It never ceases to amaze me how generous 
people are with their skills, knowledge, money 
and time and particularly the people of 
Kangaroo Valley and surrounds. 

The Noah’s 
Challenge event took 
place on Saturday 
October 15.....by all 
accounts it was a 
huge success raising 
in excess of $64,000 
net of expenses at 
last tally and a fun 
day had by all. 
To run the Noah’s 
Challenge event, we 
were fortunate to 
have a talented and 
dedicated committee 

to bring the concept of an adventure race to 
reality.  
In addition we had a wonderful group of 
volunteers, in particular, the Navy (816 
squadron) who provided the majority of 
volunteers.  
It was no easy feat and at times a struggle for 
those on the committee to manage working for 
a living and volunteering their time and 
expertise.   
We managed it and I am proud to say that we 
did it with a collaborative and consultative 
team approach.  

Each member of the committee contributed and 
each member had a role to play. 
Roles entailed many hours of designing the 
course, planning, marketing, writing submissions 
and operation manuals, creating a logo and web 
site, attending to risk and compliance /license 
requirements and lobbying council.   
The hard work was about creating a blue print 
for future events.   
As a committee we are really serious, firstly 
about making Noah’s Challenge a significant 
event on the Shoalhaven Events Calender, and 
secondly, in the future, building a much needed 
new premises for Noah’s special children. 
Quite a few residents were among the 150 
participants and some were winners.  
Zoe Binder (Ambassador) and her mother, 
Meaghan won the “Non-Corporate Female” 
category, while Sam Brinson and Campbell 
Harvey came 2nd in the “Non-Corporate Youth 
Team” category and two Glengarry boys, Hugh 
Adamson and Ned Taylor came 3rd in the same 
category.  
The Scots College, Glengarry also took out the 
fastest squad, that being the fastest time for five 
teams of two. Well done boys!!! 
Photos from the event and results have been 
uploaded on our website.  
Photos can be downloaded free of charge by 
right clicking and then saving to your computer. 
If you wish a high resolution photo please 
contact Norris Ingrisch on 0432 414 629 or 
contact him on norrisingrisch@westnet.com.au. 
Having now completed the 2011 Noah’s 
Challenge we will shortly commence preparation 
for the next event.   
We have learnt a great deal but it is important for 
us to receive feedback from all parties in order to 
make improvements, and do better next time 
around.   

We invite our sponsors, volunteers and 
participants to forward any comments 
regarding this year’s event and proposals for 
next year’s event.  
This can be done via contacting Victoria Levey 
or me. Contact details can be found on our 
website www.noahschallenge.com.au 
I would like to thank my team members, 
Sandra Knight, Sharon Morris and Sandra 
Robertson.  

(Continued on page 37) 

Community spirit raises more than $60,000 for Noah’s Ark Centre 

The moment of truth: the inaugural Noah’s Ark challenge gets underway with plenty of Kangaroo Valley residents taking part 

Winners: Zoe Binder left with mum Meaghan 
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Although entries were down a little the quality of 
work displayed in the finals of the 2011 Poetry 
competition was remarkable. 
The winners were 
 

Adult Winner: 
Terry Norwood, Young   
‘Spasmodic Throes' 
Adult Runner Up: John 
Davis 'Remembering 
Marysville' 
 

Junior Winner:  
Olivia Clifton 'My Secret Bay' 
Junior Runner Up Maggie Leonard In the Bush 
 

Crystal Creek Meadows Award  
Theme Travelling Lightly: 
Winner: Aaron Strickland 'Our Greatest Mate' 
Runner Up: Ella Edwards 'Travelling Light'  
 

Packers Award (as Archibald Packers choice) 
Bev Stewart 'Red Crabs are Marching on 
Christmas Island' 
 

Poetry is acknowledged as a subjective pursuit 
but we thought that an excellent poem and one 
engagingly presented by Valley resident Bruce 
Latham was refreshingly different as a creation 

Dr. Jeanette Keir MBBS (NSW),  
Has opened rooms at the Kangaroo Valley Community Centre (Ambulance Station). 

Hours 
Mondays 2-30 pm to 5-30 pm 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9-30 am to 12-30 pm  
and 2-3o pm to 5-30 pm 

Thursdays 9-30 am to 12-30 pm 
Consultations and house calls by appointment 

44 652 007 and 0467 492 524 
 

Dr Keir will be away Monday October 31 to Thursday November 3, 2011 
Declan Coman, Receptionist will be at surgery in normal hours. 

If you need medical care during this week please see another doctor. 

T’was the month of May, with the sunshine still warm 
When I noticed a Jacaranda, bent by a storm 
I thought, “To straighten it back …I know the ticket” 
“I’ll tie it back …to a spare star picket”  
 

No sooner had I driven it deep in the ground 
Than to my lament, I looked up and then found 
That for all my effort … all that it I’d got 
Is that I’d hammered it deep, in the bloody wrong spot. 
 

 I spat. I swore. I wiped the sweat from my face 
“How’d I do that?”…”What a bloody disgrace!” 
To right the wrong, there was only one chance 
I had to coax that thing out …with the star picket dance.  
 

Well  I made my approach, all tentative and slow  
Took her by my hand…we had a long way to go. 
At first it was gentle, we swayed side to side. 
Small little movements…step and then slide 
But still rigid and straight, no hint did she yield 
That she was ever gonna move, from that spot in the field. 
 

So I changed my style, and started moving her around 
She seemed to enjoy it…I felt her give ground 
Side to side, back and forth, round and round with care 
She was my Ginger Rogers…and I…Fred Astair 
But for all of the rhythm and grace we portrayed 
Still ... in that hole … she stayed. 
 

It was getting kind of hot, I was starting to perspire 
But if she was gonna move…I’d have to light her fire! 
So I ripped off me shirt, and got down to me pants of elastic 
It was time to start tripping the light fantastic. 
 

So I raged and I moshed with vigour and glee 
I threw her around…even bent her over my knee 
Fandango, Lambada, Sirroc and Flamenco 
I was dancing a storm…and finally feeling her let go 
 

I knew it was time… when she went loose in my arms 
I’d eventually won her over with my stamina and charms 
So I stepped up real close, and with legs wrapped around 
Gave a thrust from me hips…and she lifted clear off the ground! 
 

We both collapsed to the grass, it was clear I was spent 
But if I thought I had it tough … that  poor girl was bent 
We gazed up at the sky, for it was clear we were done 
I took big gulping breaths and enjoyed that warmth from the sun 
 

And in that quiet moment, I knew the gallant thing to do 
I turned and spoke softly, “Was that good for you?” 

 

The  
Star Picket  
Dance 
 
By  
Bruce Latham 
Kangaroo Valley 

As already confirmed by the letters of 
praise and support on page four, the 
sixth Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival 
could easily be regarded as the best yet. 
 

Fine weather helped but the organisers 
were well prepared and ran a smooth 
show much appreciated by the increased 
numbers of participants and spectators 
enjoying the three days of the event. 
 

Folk Festival full of fun and fandangling finesse 

Members of the Wheeze and Suck Band 
(always a popular gig) enjoy relaxation time 

Terry Norwood 

of individual talent and imaginative imagery 
that we wanted to give it a “little more air”. 

Carl Leddy 

Fittingly the honour of the last gig went to 
“The Pigs” who were one of the most 

popumlar acts at the 2011 fesival 
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another of her 
pieces, Gone with 
the Waltz 
featuring six knife-
sharpening 
singers, will also 
feature in Sweet 
Dreams. 
Integrating images 
and music in a 
way few would 
dare, the Song 
Company will 
interact with 
Mushin’s shadow 
forms, manipulate 
the shadows and 
become the 
shadows 
themselves. 
“There’s a 
wonderful 
playfulness to this 
concert that is 
destined to delight 
children and the child within us all,” said 
Peelman. “In a sense it’s the perfect musical 
tonic to end the year, with a selection of songs 
and stories relating to our childhood and the 
fantasies that open up once we close our eyes.” 
As a special thanks to their friends in Kangaroo 
Valley the Song Company will give a pair of 
tickets to the two people who are the first to 
answer the question:  

The Song Company will transport 
audiences into a world of dreams, 
fairytales and imagination when they 
join forces with acclaimed shadow 
puppeteer Stephen Mushin for the 
spellbinding conclusion to their 2011 
season. 
Best known for his collaboration with singer 
Lior, Mushin will use simple silhouette cut-
outs, screens and the performers’ own bodies 
to create a visually spectacular theatre 
performance with Australia’s leading vocal 
ensemble for Sweet Dreams in Wollongong on 
December 5.  
Artistic Director Roland Peelman said he had 
first noticed Melbourne-based Mushin’s work 
– particularly the music video for Lior’s I’ll 
Forget You – several years ago and was struck 
by its beautiful simplicity. “Stephen has the 
ability to create so much using so little.  
He can conjure up an entirely new and magical 
world with just a piece of paper and some 
scissors,” said Peelman. 
A sensory experience for the whole family, 
Sweet Dreams will pair shadow puppetry with 
an enchanting mix of songs from around the 
world, from Maori to Mandarin and from 
English to Russian. Renowned Australian-
based composer Elena Kats-Chernin has 
composed a new work, appropriately titled 
Where do the Cats Sleep?, for the concert’s 
story of dreams and imagination. The work 
marks her sixth for the Song Company and 

Special ticket give-away for Song Company Christmas concert  

When was the last time the Song Company 
sang in Kangaroo Valley?  
Phone The Voice with your answer 44 651 621 
The concert is on December 5 at 7pm at the 
Wollongong Town Hall.  
Tickets can be booked by going to the Song 
Company website: www.songcompany.com.au 

 
Belinda Webster 
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services at berry:  
•            physiotherapy 
•            hydrotherapy 
•            falls prevention 
•            home visits 

services at gerringong  
are the same as at berry plus: 
•             womens’ health/continence 
• massage therapy 
• dry needling 
• gym membership 
• psychology 
• exercise programs 
• podiatry 

physiotherapists 
mark burns 
belinda henry 
barbara peattie 
pat moore 
doug moore 
alison crofts 

massage therapists 
laura stoertz 
luke bartolomei 
 

psychologist 
janine gent 
 

podiatrist 
nathan wolhuter 

for all appointments please call gerringong on   4234 4666 

Lion’s again was successful in securing 
some funding under the 2011 / 12 
volunteers grant.   
Under the terms of this grant the money is 
to be split three ways.   
Some to go to the Pathways Action Group to 
reimburse them for the green fencing that has 
already been installed near Jarrett’s Lane.  
Some will go to help pay for fuels and other 
consumables for service tasks.   

And finally the pride and joy of the club is the 
new shiny barbeque.   
This is a mean machine that will cook thousands 
of sausages before it needs replacing. 
Further on the Previous District Governors visit 
in September it made us all proud when he 
relayed stories from the Kangaroo Valley 
businesses that he frequented about how the local 
club has been strong for a long time and has 
supported many things within the community 
that often go unnoticed.   
I thought I would take the next few lines to name 
some of the things that have become part of your 
local club history, as a new comer (not charter), I 
am sure that I will forget some things but here 
goes.   
Ambulance station community centre, BMX 
track, open gardens, progressive dinners, yard 
clean ups, volley ball court, catering, swimming 
pool, garage sales, boots sales, district 
conventions, zone picnics, more catering, healthy 
communities, mowing, gardening, house 
cleaning, meals, firewood, projector screen 
Osborne Park, national conventions, computer at 
primary school, Pioneer Farm, footpaths, bridge 

tolls, dialysis centre, Youth of the Year, King 
of the Mountain, more catering, conventions, 
exchange students, overseas visiting clubs, 
mints, cakes, calendars, honey, peace poster, 
Bowlo Cup, more catering, Smith Family, 
campaigns such as cancer – sight-disaster – 
spinal cord – stem cell – youth, local 
scholarships, local families, street fairs, raffles, 
Kangaroo Valley Show, Anzac Day, markets, 
interclub visits, international conventions, tree 
planting, driver reviver just to name a few.   
Not bad for a club that started primarily to 
chop wood for the elderly.   
Bring on another 22 years. 
And to also be a little indulgent the club is very 
proud to have had their endorsement of 
Lorraine Mairinger for the position of Second 
Vice District Governor for 2012/13 voted on at 
the recent district convention.   
What this will mean is that in 2014/15 is that 
Kangaroo Valley will be the home of the 
District Governor, Lorraine Mairinger.   
The club and community are proud, well done. 

Jason Horton 

Shoalhaven City Council is combining with 
the Southern Rivers Catchment Management 
Authority to form the Shoalhaven Bushcare 
Youth Group to attract young members to the 
volunteer organisation. 
The 2011 NSW Coastal Volunteers Conference 
highlighted a state wide need for young 
volunteers to become involved in Bushcare/
Dunecare and Landcare organisations. 
Shoalhaven City Council Director of Operations 
and Services, Bill Paterson said with the area’s 
69 Bushcare groups currently having an average 
age of 54 it was important to increase 
involvement within the younger generations. 
“Bushcare groups provide immeasurable 
environmental, social and economic benefits to 
the area through the ongoing maintenance of our 

natural resources,” said Mr Paterson. 
“However, if the area’s Bushcare Groups are to 
remain sustainable into the future then it is 
essential that we begin introducing younger 
members into the organisation. 
“Bushcare Groups are an important element in 
the long term management of the city’s natural 
area reserves.” 
“The Shoalhaven is home to many young 
residents who have already demonstrated a 
passion and concern for the local 
environment.” 
Any residents aged between 16-30 and that 

are interested in joining the Shoalhaven 
Bushcare Youth Group can call  
4429 3592 for more information. 

 

Council to launch Shoalhaven Bushcare Youth Group 

Kangaroo Valley Post Office 

Stationery 
 

Ink cartidges 
 

 
Planet Ark recycling 

Think 
globally 
Transact 
locally 
 

Bendigo 
Bank 
 

CBA 
 

NAB 
 

St George 
 

IMB 
 

Illawarra 
C.U. 
 

Teachers 
C.U. 
 

Police C.U. 
 

Visa Cr 
 

Mastercard 
Cr 
 

+ 70 more 
financial 
institutions 
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The “Art and soul of Kangaroo Valley” 

Across 
2) (anagram) a hurlers torte (3, 5, 5) 
8) This is located near the bridge (7, 4) 
9) (anagram) unreal yak rag (4, 8) 
10) Quiet film actor (6, 6) 
12) (anagram) a door melting (8, 4) 
13) This year's pantomime character (7) 
15) Name of the Lions Club column in the 
Voice (5, 4) 
16) Section 3 of the 2012 Valley show 
schedule (4, 6) 
17) Annual event in October (4, 8) 

Down 
1) The month of the Valley show (8) 
2) This building is at 159 Moss Vale Road 
(3, 8, 3) 
3) Town formerly known as Osborne (8, 6) 
4) A nearby mountain (10) 
5) The Valley community are helping to build 
this (8) 
6) This structure has recently seen 
significant restoration activity (7, 6) 
7) (anagram) dot lama law (7, 3) 
11) This is found on Bendeela Road (7, 7) 
14) One of many activities available (4) 
 

ajl 

All about the Valley Solution page 46 

 Images such as that left, a misty shot of 
the showground on the second day of 
the 2011 Folk Festival are bound to 
inspire some of our local artists to 
provide their impressions of the Valley, 
its landscape and the people for 
inclusion in the exciting new book Art 
and Soul of the Valley which is in 
preparation by an enthusiastic team of 
writers, photographers, artists, 
gardeners and primary producers. 
Our aim is involve as many of those 
people in the book as possible and we 
would encourage contact with us at 
thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au or 
telephone 44 651 621 to join in the 
project. 
Sponsored by the Valley Voice and the 
Kangaroo Valley Tourist Association we are 
preparing a showcase of all the good things the 
Valley has to offer, produce or create and 
would appreciate participation by our 
enterprising and resourceful community. 

Carl Leddy 

Special notice 
Advertisers are reminded that 

there is no January edition of the 
Valley Voice but the December 

issue as is usual will have an 
increased print run at the 
normal advertising rates. 

Please contact  
44 651 621  

to save your space 
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important for our 
tiny pre school. 
State government 
grants do not fully 
cover the costs of 

running the pre 
school.  
Shortfall from these 
grants has to be 
made up by fees and 
fund raising.  

Without fund raising 
fees could possibly get 
to $50 per day!  
Perhaps some day 
governments will back 
up their view that early 

childhood 
education is of 
great 
importance by 
fully funding 
pre schools. 

extending their skills 
to try forward rolls 
and star jumps.  
Getting into the paint 
and art materials has 
also been a high 
priority for the 
children.   
There has been lots of 
creativity in our pre 
school. 
A big thank you to the 
community for 
supporting our toy 
catalogue fund raiser.  
We have received 
nearly $600 worth of 

vouchers! 
These vouchers 
will be used to 
purchase pre 
school 
resources 
including those 
most important 
art supplies!  
Thanks also to 
pre school 
parents, 
community and 
Folk Festival 
patrons who 
supported the 

pre school 
“Curry 
Kitchen” 
fund 
raiser.  
It looks 
like it 
may have 
raised 
around 
$2000!! 
Fund 
raising is 
very 

Preschool News 
The school holidays have ended and the 
children are enjoying being back 
together at pre school.   

The weather is 
warming up and 
we have filled the 
wobble mat with 
water.  
The children have 
been showing us lots 
of clever jumping 
and balancing tricks.  
The small children 
are learning how to 
balance while the 
older children are 

Above: 
Taking turns 
on the wobble 
mat 
Right: 
Rolling is 
fun! 
Below:  
With work 
experience 
students 

Making waves on the 
wobble mat 

Livia’s paint experiment 

Haydn and Maddie 

V & A.K. Winch 
Rural Contractors 

Over 25 years industry experience 
 

*          All forms of rural fencing          *      Enclosed gardens 
*          Slashing—Spraying                      *      Bridges and jetties 
*          Stables & day sheds                   *      Cattle yards and horse arenas 
*          Property management               *      Vineyards 
*          Rural consultancy                       *      Water carting 
*          Chem Cert accredited 
 

 

Vincent 0427 898 863 
Sean 0458 233 699 
Ph: 02 4465 1448 

 

ABN 890 440 920 83 

Engrossed in flour play 

Beautiful collage 

Lily at play 

Right:Ashley’s 
art work 
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I could never be 
happy in a 
minimalist house, 
although I fully 
appreciate the 
attraction of such 
homes to others.  
Glen Murcutt and I 
do not belong 
together. I would go 
mad and an 
architecturally 
recognized 
masterpiece would 
be destroyed. 
Wordsworth and the Romantics eulogized their 
love of nature as a force that was uncontrolled 
by human intervention. Unsurprisingly, I feel 
strongly attracted to the Romantic view.  
As much as possible the bush around our house 
is uncontrolled by any human intervention. 
However, that cannot apply to my garden. 
After all, it is something that I planted to create 
even more beauty, or at least, a different style 
of beauty. At the present it looks a neglected 
tangle and it is hard to find any beauty 
anywhere. Now it is up to me to restore it. 
There is only one way to do that: roll up the 
sleeves and pull out the spades and the 
secateurs and the mattock and get to work. I 
need to restore some order into my chaos. 

Reflections 

by Jenelle Brangwin 

Open 7 days a week 7 am to 6 pm 

We’ve just come home from a 
wonderful five weeks away to be 
confronted with a scene of vernal chaos.  
Weeds wave at me insolently as they daily 
grow higher and higher, smothering the 
plants that are supposed to be growing; 
they are asserting control and they know 
it.  
It’s not only those five weeks that have caused 
the chaos I have to admit.  
For the first half of the year I was heavily 
committed to other projects and then a 
damaged shoulder severely limited my 
movement.  

Excuses, excuses I know, but now the results 
must be dealt with. 
I actually like chaos, to a certain extent, just 
not quite as much as I currently have.  
I prefer a garden that is naturally wild or an 
integrated melee of colour and size as is found 
in a cottage garden. Structured flower beds and 
over-manicured lawns are not my cup of tea, 
nor are plants like the architecturally imposing 
bloomers such as Birds of Paradise and Gymea 
Lilies (except where they occur naturally in the 
bush) or even roses, unless they’re of a 
climbing or bramble variety.  

Chaotic order or ordered chaos? 
Waving mists of pastel colours that open and 
close to reveal further hidden treasures are far 
more my scene, as long as the waves aren’t 
created by weeds. 
The bush isn’t manicured; the rainforest in 
particular is a wild, tangled mass of trees and 
vines and creepers, there is nothing neat or 
planned there. It beckons you and encloses you, 
without confronting or attempting to make a 
dramatic statement.  
It isn’t chaotic, but nor is it very ordered. 
In the same way that I love the unpredictability 
of the bush I like the wild chaos and colour of 
Asia.  

I feel claustrophobic in the neat 
countryside of Britain and much of 
Europe, where everything seems to 
have its ordered place and there are 
relatively few areas to escape into 
the wilds of nature.  
Everything is so predictable. Asia 
is even more crowded but it could 
never be called predictable, other 
than Japan, which prides itself on 
its structured neatness and order 
and for that reason I have 
absolutely no desire to go there. 
None of this sits with my 
profession of librarian, which was 
all about order.  
In a library everything has its place 
and the entire system would 

collapse if that order were not kept. In that world 
I was perfectly happy in the knowledge that I 
could find any book at any time.  
That was the order and structure of the library, 
but it was probably the following of sometimes 
tortuous paths through the fabric, unearthing and 
discovering the often hidden treasures of 
information, that satisfied my need for the 
unpredictable.  
My desk certainly allowed my character to 
express itself. It was the one place in the library 
where chaos reigned. Is all this an indication of a 
split personality? 
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The Trek for Timor 2011 on September 
24 was an outstanding success with 
more than  $94,000 raised to provide 
solar lighting to homes in the Remexio 
district of East Timor.   
Once again Kangaroo Valley Remexio 
Partnership thanks all the participants 
and the donors who have given so 
generously to this long term project to 
provide renewable and more sustainable 
energy to the people of East Timor. 
In cool damp conditions 300 runners and 
walkers finished the Trek, with 28 teams 
completing the 14 km and 45 teams the 50km 
walks.    
Team Light House, Freckles and Moose and 
La Lao Halimar were the teams which raised 
most donations (each close to $5,000).  ‘Just 
the three of us’ were 1st team in the 14km 
event, while Trail(er)Trash was the first to 
finish in the 50 km event, running the course in 
6 hours and 25 minutes!  The fastest walkers 
for the 50km were the Bullants. 
 

The Trek is generally through a beautiful and 
varied landscape but approaching the halfway 
point of the 50km trail, and between Fitzroy 

Falls and Meryla 
Pass, there is a rather 
monotonous stretch 
of fire trail.  
Hoping to distract 
the walkers along 
this section, Libby 
and Paul Turnock set 
up a series of 11 
"installations" 
covering about 3 kms. Together the installations 

constituted a Song 
Quiz, with trekkers 
invited to guess the 
song being illustrated, 
then sing or hum it until 
the next one. The songs 
were well known, so 
most teams correctly 
guessed almost all of 
the them, and had a 

"photo op" after the 11th one where they could 
take a photo of their team on a dais under 
either a gold, silver or bronze "medal".  
 

 

(Continued on page 21) 

Trek for Timor 2011 an outstanding success 

The Creechies team –  
grandchildren Erin and Angus 

Stairway to Heaven  
on the Song Quiz 

Candle in the Wind  
on the Song Quiz 

Trail(er) Trash team– the fastest runners  
with Meryla pass checkpoint coordinator 

 Brian Bailey 

Jing Jo rings some changes 
David and Chai, (proprietors of Jing 
Jo) have a long experience record in 
running a restaurant. 
After 10 years running one in French’s 
Forest they moved to Kangaroo Valley in 
a tree change and have operated in the 
village since March 2005, initially in the 
village area and then to a beautiful and 
spacious property near Hampden Bridge. 
David (from Wellington New Zealand) and 
Chai (from Bangkok) have the perfect working 
arrangement for their talents. 
David is the “frontman” and figures guru while 
Chai rules in the kitchen and the cottage 
garden which opened in early 2010 after an 
intensive four months of construction and 
preparation which has resulted in an El Dorado 
of fresh produce. 

This has enabled Jing Jo to offer seasonal menus 
and to be guaranteed of source and delivery. 
“There has been such a positive feedback” says 
David, “customers are happy to know and see 
where their meals are coming from”. 
The growing list (in more ways than one) 
includes herbs, lettuce, cucumber, tomatoes, 
asian salad greens, silverbeet and zucchini to 
name a few. 
The hours at Jing Jo’s have changed (see 
advertisement on facing page), they will no 
longer open on Mondays and as a new departure 
the evening menu will now include modern 
Australian meals (including pastas) with the aim 
to eventually reach a 50/50 offering but their 
primary emphasis and focus is the continuation 
of their superb, popular and successful fine Thai 
dishes. 
The Voice congratulates Jing Jo on their efforts. 

David confident about the change of direction. 
Chai shown in the advertisement on the facing 

page busy in the verdant cottage garden. 
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Start preparing  
now for the  

K.V. Show 2012 

 

Shoalhaven City Council is calling for 
nominations for the 2012 Australia Day 
Awards. 
Local residents are being asked to nominate 
an outstanding community member for their 
ongoing contribution to the City. 
Council will presnt the 2012 Australia Day 
Awards in the categories of Citizen of the Year, 
Young Citizen of the Year, Senior Sports person 
and Junior Sports person. 
Shoalhaven City Mayor, Paul Green said the 
annual awards were a way of recognising the 
contribution and achievements of the 
Shoalhaven’s leading citizens and sportspeople. 
“The Australia Day Awards provide an 
opportunity for Council to recognise those 
residents who continue to give tirelessly to the 
community,” said Clr Green. 
“Shoalhaven City is extremely lucky to have so 
many hard working volunteers who dedicate 
their time towards making this area such a 
special place in which to reside. 
“I encourage all residents, community groups 
and organisations to nominate those tireless 

For the third year running, FYRE 
drama will present their latest offering 
of home-grown Kangaroo Valley 
theatre at the Upper River Hall.  
The community owned hall is set amongst 
paddocks of grazing sheep with the river 
running by, but inside the audience will be 
transported to a whole other world… a 
remote island where a cast of kings, dukes 
and princes are brought to their knees by 
the powerful Prospera and her band of 
spirited allies.  
 

Island is a re-imagined interpretation of one of 
William Shakespeare’s final plays The 
Tempest. It borrows the best of the original’s 
marvellous characters and plot: a whirlwind of 
storms and shipwrecks, magic and mayhem, 
murder plots and sword fights, madness and 
revenge, while telling the story in language 
more accessible to a wider audience.      

The ‘olde’ English of Shakespeare’s work is so 
often a barrier to people being able to 
experience and discover his wonderful stories, 
his timeless characters, his profound 
reflections on humanity and his brilliance with 
metaphor and language.  
A book I received as a child, that re-told the 
stories of Shakespeare in abbreviated and 
accessible language, was the beginning of my 
discovery and passion for Shakespeare’s 
theatre. It was through a desire to share one of 
my favourite plays and playwrights with my 
students that I decided to re-write and interpret 
The Tempest in a way that made it more 
possible for them to understand and perform 
and to hopefully ignite a spark of interest in 
Shakespeare’s other great works in their 

FYRE Drama’s 2011 production:  

ISLAND   
original glory. The result 
was Island and while 
Shakespeare’s epic has 
now been reduced to 
eighty minutes and 
characters have been 
added and changed, I 
have strived to keep as 
many of the bard’s 
wonderful moments of 
human interaction and 
delicious turns of phrase 
as I could.  
 

Island has something for 
everyone…with plenty 
of laughs, action and 
drama played superbly 
by a cast of seventeen 
talented young Kangaroo 
Valley thespians, it is a great outing for the 
whole family and a way to support local arts in 
your community. 
 

Our production of Island will run at the Upper 
River Hall, just 10 minutes from town, on Friday 

18 and Saturday 19 of November at 7 pm and 
an early matinee on Sunday 20th November at 
11am.   
Details in advertisement on page 48. 

 
Sarah Butler 

Call for 2012 Australia Day Award nominations 

Kangaroo Valley Markets  
 

are held on the  
2nd Saturday every month 

8.30 a.m.-2.30 p.m. 
 

with proceeds going towards the  
Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival.   

 

For more information contact  
Jane Richter 0402 635 785 or email 

 

 kvmarkets@gmail.com 

workers and sportspeople who are continuing 
to make a positive difference in the community 
for an Australia Day Award.” 
The Awards are divided into four 
categories: 
· Citizen Award – for a person over 25 
years; 
· Young Citizen Award – person 25 
years or less 
· Senior Sports Award – person over 18 
years 
· Junior Sports Award – person 18 years 
or less 
Nomination forms are available at Shoalhaven 
City Council Administrative Offices and 
Libraries in Nowra and Ulladulla or by 
contacting the Executive Support Section on 
(02) 4429 3264.   
Alternatively, nomination forms are available 
for printing and completion on Council’s 
internet site: http://shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/
MyCommunity/Awards/AustraliaDayawards . 
Nominations close on Friday 11 November 
2011. 
Nominations on the appropriate form should be 
submitted to: 
The General Manager 
Shoalhaven City Council 
PO Box 42 Nowra 2541. 
The Shoalhaven Australia Day Awards 
Selection Panel has already been appointed. 
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country Womens Association  
Kangaroo Valley Branch 

It’s a  
man’s  
world 

Bush walk on horseback 
through the rainforest 

& mountains of 
Kangaroo Valley 

Web site www.kangaroovalleyhorseriding.com 

The Man from Kangaroo Valley Trail Ride 

High country mountain ride 
Tel:  (02) 4465 1912 
24 Hillcrest View Lane 
Barrengarry 
NSW 2577 

I could hardly wait for the folk festival 
to start.  The twang of the banjo, the 
fury of the fiddle, the slightly off key 
mouth organ.   
It's all a part of the folk festival and I was 
so looking forward to it. 
I had already started to practice.   
I've got my "yahoo" down pat.   
It took a while to get it right. I didn't realise 
how much technology has taken over my life.   
It was the Leader of the Opposition who 
pointed out to me that it was just a "yahoo" and 
not a yahoo.com.au.   
I had my line dance steps perfect.   
But then I have been line dancing for years.   
I was even part of a line dance competition.  
We didn't even win a place.   
The others blamed me.   
I don't know why.   
I was perfect.   
My mate unfortunate O'Day told me that I was 
the only one in the group to get the steps right.   
It's a terrible burden to be perfect. 

I remember well the folk festivals of my youth.  
Hundreds of folk gathered in one place.   
Then, they were never called folk festivals.   
They were called family gatherings.   
My grandfather would give grand speeches.   

"Be proud." he would shout,  
"For we are the only family in Ireland who 

never had a king in it."   
On reflection, I realise that a couple of my 
cousins were queens.   
But we never had a king, which was, according 
to my Grandad, a priviliged position.   
His rationale was this:  what good was it to be a 
king without subjects and we being the only 
peasant family in the whole country, would be 
fought over by all the kings for the privilege of 
having us as subjects.   
Not much has changed over there.   
With a population of five million, Ireland has 
five million political parties.   
We are an opinionated lot. 
 
Another of my grandfather's quirky ideas was to 
have no national flag.  So whenever anyone saw 

an empty bare 
flag pole, they 
would think of us.   

He had a great interest in philosophy and 
philosophers.   
He told me once that Socrates, while sitting on 
a bench with a cup of hemlock in his hand 
said:"sticks and stones may break my bones, 
but names will never hurt me."  
Obviously", my grandad said,"he was never hit 
in the mouth with a telephone book." 
 
I must say, I enjoyed the folk festival and I am 
looking forward to the next one.   
We will be having a folk festival of sorts when 
we present this year's pantomime at the K.V. 
Hall in December.   
The proceeds of which will go to the 
preschool.   
I am looking forward to that.  Although my 
grandfather will not be available, I expect there 
will be some opinionated views expressed in 
the pantomime. 

Sean Kramer 

Folk festivals full of festive fun and frolics 

 Valley Guide to eating out 

 

Australian Bistro 
Visions at the Valley 

44 652 820 
 

Mediterranean 
Café Bella 

44 651 660 
 

Thai 
Jing Jo 

44 651 314 
 

A taste for all palates 
Jack’s Coffee House and Eatery  

44 652 796 
 

Modern Australian cuisine  
The Woolshed Restaurant 

Open Friday and Saturday from 6:30pm 
44 650 200 

 

Sweet Treats & Hand Made Fudge 
Kangaroo Valley Fudge House  

& Ice Creamery 
Open everyday from 8.30am 

44 651 375 

Value—service and good choice it’s all 
here in Kangaroo Valley.  

 

Valley CWA Branch reluctantly shuts down 

It is with sadness that I must tell you that the 
Kangaroo Valley Branch of the Country 

Women's Association has had to close, due to 
the dwindling of an aging membership and 
inability to attract new younger women.  

We will miss our  
involvement in the community. 

We hope you will miss us! 
Win Palmer (more in next month’s Voice) 
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Between 300 and 400 valley residents 
took the opportunity to take part in a 
ceremony on October 16, which was 
both a thank you to the RTA for their 
flexibility and efficiency in completing 
the necessary restoration work on the 
historic Hampden Bridge and a 
reclaiming of the link critical to the 
Valley’s economic well being. 
 

The Voice had plans for a major feature in 
this issue but the timing was a little tight 
to enable the deadline to be met. We are 
hopeful that a  more complete coverage 
will be part of our December issue. 
 

Bridge party proved a popular event 
Chairperson of the Road Action Group 
Wendy Caird was co-oridation and MC 
for the event and commented “The day 
was one for thanks and 
acknowledgements; firstly to 
acknowledge the original inhabitants 
of the area, the indigenous people who 
cared for and respected this beautiful 
place for 40,000 years, represented so 
well by the Doonooch Yuin 
Ghudjargah dancers. 

  

Thanks  to the RTA for financial support for the 
day, the Lions, the Pioneer Museum, the 
Glengarry pipers, Andy Gordon, many other 
individuals and especially Vicky MacIntyre for 
all her work.  

 Our pride in the bridge, its role in linking our 
community, our history and future.  
Its importance as a symbol of all that's special 
about Kangaroo Valley. 
 

The bridge story has many parts, the new part 
is the story of the restoration and the successful 
working partnership between the community 
and the RTA, based on shared love of the 
bridge. Initial RTA plans were of concern 
to the community and RAG was broadened to 
make sure all points of view were included. 
RAG developed options for discussion with the 
RTA. 
 

Credit to the RTA for its new approach and 
openness, especially to Brad Turner, Adam 
Berry, Julian Watson and Craig Robinson.  
All our input was taken seriously and helped 
shape the final decisions. 

(Continued on page 19) As it was in the beginning Hampden Bridge 
under construction 1898 

The large group of valley revellers led across the bridge 
by the Doonooch Yuin Ghudjargah Dancers 

Ken Novich, Chris Pryor, Jo Willmott and 
Glenn Bates were some of the keen partygoers 
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Human interest stories, 
news and happenings  

from our  
Kangaroo Valley churches 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
On Saturday November 5 from 7.45 
am, we’re holding a men’s hot brekky.  
It is in our comfortable church hall and 
cost is only $5.  
Come and meet other guys of all ages and have 
the best hot brekky you’ll have all year!  
Ray Beckman, the Anglican chaplain from 
Nowra Correctional Centre, will be speaking 
about his experiences.  
Should be a cracker.  

A thanksgiving ceremony to God was held for 
young Tia Barker on Saturday November 12 at 
the Barker’s place at Minimbah.  
Many will know that Tia’s mum Cathy had an 
extraordinarily difficult pregnancy.  
The community rallied around Cathy and Frank 
and their children in a wonderful way. The 
thanksgiving service was an opportunity to thank 
God and the community for their help.  
You are also welcome to come along to a special 
service on November 20 at 10 am. We’re 
baptising three adults over the course of the day - 
two in this service, then another in the afternoon 
at Budgong. All three have decided to follow 
Jesus this year and we want to celebrate! 
You may have heard of the Federal 
Government’s ‘Dollar for Dollar’ initiative. For 
every dollar contributed by individuals to the 
Horn of Africa through one of 18 charity 

organisations, the government will match that 
financial contribution made.  
On November 20 our church is hosting a bike 
ride from our site to Abernethys Road 
Budgong, starting at 11. 45 am.  
People can get sponsorship for every km they 
ride (little kids can do a safer adult-supervised 
ride on a private road in Budgong and get 
sponsorship per 100 m!).   
All the money raised will go to Anglican Aid, 
one of the 18 ‘dollar for dollar’ organisations. 
Please speak to Andrew on 4465 1585 for 
more info.  
Finally, don’t forget to ring 4465 1585 and 
book your spot for our Gingerbread House 
night on Thursday December 1.  
Cost is $28 per house which includes 
everything you need to make an amazing 
creation!                                Andrew Paterson.  

Credit too to our community for rallying around, identifying not 
just the problems but also potential solutions, and for accepting 

compromises. 

Finally I make the point that it's a bit sad 
the work has ended, the experience has 
been very positive, the workers friendly 
and patient and the commuter bus a 
great social scene (not to mention the 
opportunity to go out, have a drink and 
be driven home). 
 

As a gesture of appreciation we 
presented a set of photos to the RTA, 
depicting "then and now" images of 
bridge work and bridge workers, both 
bearing an inscription of thanks from the 
Kangaroo Valley community.  

(Continued from page 18) 

1898 

2011 
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Falls; The 
Kangaroo 
Valley Tourist 
Association; 
The Cedars, 
Kangaroo 
Valley; Cedar 
Cottages and 
wildlife 
sanctuary; 
Bushcraft 
Equipment in 
Wollongong; 
IGA Berry; 
Berry Wood-
fired 
Sourdough 
Bakery; Jing 
Jo Cafe/
restaurant; Bella’s Cafe; Derek Lucas and 

Irene Huetter; and 
the Kangaroo 
Valley Club.   
Finally the 
approval and 
cooperation of all 
the relevant land 
management 
agencies and other 
private property 

owners is greatly appreciated. 
 

The next round of 
installation of solar lights 
in many hundreds of homes 
in three remote villages in 
Remexio has already 
commenced!   This follows 
training of technicians and 
management committees 
undertaken in October by 
our partner organisation, 

Alternative Technolgy 
Association and three members of Kangaroo 
Valley Remexio Partnership – Lynne Keevers, 
Lynne Dooley and Trish Livesey.   
Long time campaigner and supporter for East 
Timor, Rob Wesley-Smith from Darwin, lent 
some logistical support to the team.   
They’ll have a comprehensive report on the 
project and their two weeks in East Timor in 
the December issue of the Voice.   Les Mitchell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here’s some feedback we have received from 
participants: 

 

‘I’d just like to say a 
big thank you to all 
the organisers of T4T 
this year. We 
thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves and 
appreciated all that 
you all did! The 
organization of it was 
seemless and our 
walkers and support 
teams really enjoyed 
the experience. In 

particular, 
the 
volunteers at 
the start, 
checkpoints, 
at the creek 
crossing, and 
along the 
way, were all 
very 
encouraging, 
professional 
and 
enthusiastic.’ 
 

‘Thank you 
so much for making the trek so much fun - 
loved the music trivia - more of it !! All the 
people at the check in stations were so nice 
and encouraging and made the day a fun one. 
Thank you all for the behind the scene stuff and 
I look forward to taking part next time.’ 
 

‘Congratulations on such a spectacular event – 
again. It was wonderful – every aspect – even 

(Continued from page 15) 

Trek for Timor report 

Vintage Blueberries team 

Tryhards team 

Winners dais on 
the Song Quiz 

Zara and Laura the second 
fastest runners in the 50km 

Jacks Corner coordinators  
Louise and Peter Morgan 

A well known couple 
recuperating at Meryla Pass 

Shadow Squad team 

the weather 
staying cool 
and overcast 
was a treat 
for the 
trekkers’ 
 

‘I loved the 
Trek. I cried 
as I walked 
through the 
mist, with all 
the birds, the 
trees and all 
of us walking 

together to Fitzroy Falls.’ 
‘Also please extend my thanks to the volunteers 
who were 
wonderful and 
also to the artists 
who created the 
music 
entertainment 
along the way.’ 
 

Special thanks to 
the amateur 
radio 
communications group WICEN who provided 
essential radio communications support, which 
meant that we were able to keep track of all the 
walkers between checkpoints; and to St John 
Ambulance personnel who gave us the 
reassurance that the physical well-being of all the 
participants was being covered.   
We are most grateful to Scots College, Glengarry 
where the walk finished and where trekkers were 
able to receive medical attention, shelter, 
refreshments and transport back to the start and 
to Paul and Jenny Marcus who gave us use of 
their paddock for parking at the start of the walk.   
KVRP thanks all the volunteers whose efforts 
were of enormous assistance and the following 
organisations and businesses who donated food, 
logistical support and equipment and prizes to 
the winning teams: The Falls Cafe at Fitzroy 

. Volunteers Sue Cochrane, Lies Paijmans and Janet 
Bundey at Jacks Corner 

Support crew for La Lao Halimar 

Beaumont Bushies set to leave Meryla Pass 

KV WOW team 



November 2011  Kangaroo Valley Voice     www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 22 

Climate watch 
It’s not the tax that will hurt 
It’s been suggested that the carbon tax 
will put jobs at risk and increase the 
cost of living.  
The tax is only one of a package of 
measures (collectively referred to as the 
Clean Energy Future plan, the CEF) that 
will support households and businesses in 
making the necessary changes to reduce 
climate change.  
The cost of the carbon tax and other measures 
in the CEF are insignificant compared to the 
cost of climate change.  
Australia has already warmed, on average, by 
about 0.7oC since 1960 with some areas having 
become 1.5 -2oC warmer. This is not projection 
– it’s observed data. It’s expected the 
temperature increase by another 2.2oC to 5.0oC 
by 2070.  
To put the carbon tax and other measures into 
perspective, this article describes the four types 
of cost associated with climate change that will 
affect our jobs, the cost of living and quality of 
life. The four types were identified by 
Professor Ross Garnaut who was 
commissioned by the Australian Government 
to provide an independent assessment of the 
effects of climate change on the Australian 
economy.  
Type 1 includes the costs to agriculture and 
infrastructure (e.g. commercial and residential 
buildings, water supply, electricity facilities 
and ports); the cost of reduced demand for 
Australian exports, particularly from 
developing countries which represent 
Australia’s major trading partners; and less 
demand for labour. 
There are claims that the carbon tax will 
increase the cost of food by up to $30 a week. 
These estimates haven’t taken into 
consideration the $150 million in funding 
available to food manufacturers to help 
businesses reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Food is expected to cost about 80 cents more a 
week – that’s insignificant compared to what 
food might cost if climate change is not 
reduced.   
For example, in good years, Australia typically 
harvests 20 to 25 million tonnes of wheat. 
Climate change is likely to result in production 
levels more like those of the recent drought 
when only nine million tonnes were harvested 
and Australians consumed seven million of 
those. It’s widely recognised that Australia 
could change from a big wheat exporter to a 
net importer in some years and it’s expected 
that irrigated agriculture in the Murray-Darling 
Basin would decline by 92 per cent. 
The rising cost of electricity has also been 
associated with the carbon tax. But of course 
the carbon tax will not go into affect until July 
2012. Fifty percent of the current price 
increase is due to replacing aging infrastructure 
such as poles and wires, and making expensive 
incremental extensions of old technology to 
meet increasing high peak demands. The hotter 
it gets, the more these costs are going to 
increase. As long as there is uncertainty about 
climate change policy, business is likely to 

continue extending old technology instead of 
making the necessary long-term investment in 
clean energy.  
Renewable energy does cost more to produce - 
wind is about $120 a megawatt hour as opposed 
to $40 a megawatt hour for black coal. But no 
one should kid themselves that $40 is the full 
price they pay for black coal. The cost of coal’s 
contribution to existing pollution and future 
extreme weather events (such as heatwaves and 
floods which will increase with climate change) 
must be considered. The floods that devastated 
south-east Queensland and northern NSW cost 
the economy about $12 billion in lost output. 
They pushed up the cost of fruit and vegetables, 
damaged homes and commercial buildings and 
disrupted crucial industries. A full recovery of 
mining in the area is considered unlikely before 
next year. And it’s not just the storms in 
Australia that affect us; Japan’s earthquake and 
tsunami caused world-wide economic disruption 
and depleted confidence in one of Australia’s 
biggest tourism markets.  
The price difference between renewable energy 
sources and coal must be considered in the 
context of what happens to our cost of living and 
quality of life in a world of unmitigated climate 
change. 
The CEF will increase the cost of living 
(including electricity and gas) by less than $10/
week and groceries by 80 cents/week. As for the 
carbon tax going “up and up” – the carbon tax 
will rise by about 5 per cent a year for the 
following two years. So the added cost of $10.80 
a week in 2012 will increase to $11.91/week by 
the year 2014-15. 
Climate change would not only more 
dramatically increase the cost of living, it would 
reduce demand for labour, effectively lowering 
real wages by about 12 per cent. 
Alternatively, at least three separate studies 
(from the Treasury Department, Access 
Economics and CSIRO) indicate that a carbon 
tax will result in additional jobs. A shift away 
from coal will have a net positive effect on 
employment with an additional 1.7 million jobs 
created from 2008 to 2020; with average annual 
incomes also projected to increase. 
A study by CSIRO showed that alternative 
energy sources, more energy-efficient buildings 
and transport options and changes in eating 
habits (of reduced meat consumption) would 
increase employment 60 percent above current 
levels by 2050.  
A United Nations Environment Program report 
concluded that, rather than killing jobs, 
environmental policies create new jobs; 
particularly in services including solar panel 
installation, LPG conversions, grey-water 
systems, green accounting, energy-efficiency 
monitoring and enforcement, public 
transportation, retrofitting buildings, appliances 
and machinery to be energy-efficient, and 
manufacturing. 
It’s not just public institutions that are revealing 
the need and potential for change to a more 
sustainable economy. ABC News reports that 
more than 50 businesses representing finance, 
energy, technology and retail have signed a letter 
supporting a carbon price and stating that a 
carbon price is critical if Australia is to reduce 
emissions and ensure the nation remains globally 
competitive.  

Type 2 impacts of climate change include the 
increasing costs of building construction; road 
and bridge maintenance; reduced tourism 
(which is otherwise expected to increase 
substantially); and political instability in the 
region requiring increased support from 
Australia - the scale of which is, for example, 
$700 million a year during Australia’s five-
year intervention in East Timor and $200 
million a year in the Solomon Islands. There’s 
been a ten-fold increase of refugees in the two 
decades since 1975 and there’s growing 
evidence suggesting that environmental decline 
is a contributing cause. The impact of floods, 
storms and droughts on countries in our region 
will reduce political stability by reducing 
carrying capacity and undermining government 
response capabilities.  
Type 1 and Type 2 costs of climate change 
represent approximately 10 percent of gross 
national product (GNP). Alternatively, 
reducing climate change cost only about 0.8 
percent of GNP spread over several years, 
drops to about 0.1 per cent per year until 2050 
and then starts adding to the growth rate of the 
economy. If technology improves more than 
anticipated (and there is good reason to believe 
that it will given incentives such as those in the 
CEF), the economy should grow marginally 
faster in the last half of the century than 
without mitigation. 
Beyond the cost of living and jobs, there are 
other climate change impacts that are 
important to consider. 
Type 3 costs represent worse-case scenarios 
that radically alter the natural environment 
such as the following.  With an increase of 
greater than 2oC the risk of the Amazon forest 
(covering 40 per cent of South America) dying 
increases from 20 per cent to 60 percent. Its 
death would contribute more CO2 to the 
atmosphere, triggering further climate change. 
Beyond a rather narrow range of temperature 
the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets would 
be committed to irreversible meltdown.  
Greenland’s ice sheet is currently shrinking by 
50 cubic miles each year. As the ice (which 
reflects sunlight) melts, it exposes ocean and 
land – both of which absorb sunlight making 
the planet warmer and the ice melt faster. If all 
of Greenland’s ice melts sea level will rise by 
about 8 metres, inundating coastlines around 
the planet. In Australia, about 85 per cent of 
people live in coastal areas; and coastal assets 
at risk are valued at more than $226 billion. 
Without mitigation the probability of these 
events by the end of the century is nearly 50 
per cent. Action against climate change is 
basically an insurance premium we pay to 
protect ourselves from these risks. The Centre 
for Strategic and International Studies says that 
the collapse and chaos of extreme climate 
change would destabilize virtually every aspect 
of modern life. Garnaut’s report to government 
adds that this perspective is not alarmist – it 
simply recognises the reality of rapidly 
increasing emissions and the possibility of 
catastrophic consequences. 
Finally, Type 4 is things which are difficult or 
impossible to cost such as our health and 
longevity (e.g., malaria and dengue fever are 
already spreading into previously malaria-free 

(Continued on page 46) 
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We welcome contributions from our 
readers.on all manner of subjects to  

 

thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
 

ANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICESANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  
MINI DINGO DIGGER HIREMINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE  

MOBILE LOG SPLITTINGMOBILE LOG SPLITTING  
JOHN MCKINLEY 
KANGAROO VALLEY 
MOBILE - 0428610 508 
A.H. - 4465 1181 
FAX - 4465 1904 

* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING 
* CHAINSAW OPERATING  
* LAWN MOWING  
* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES  
* 4 IN 1 BUCKET  
* TRENCHING  
* POST HOLE BORING  
* SOIL LEVELLING  
* POLY PIPE LAYING  
* ROTARY HOEING  
* STUMP GRINDING  
* ANGLE BLADE  
* RUBBISH REMOVAL  

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS  

The Hall was alive with the sound of 
music at the 9th Buster Keaton Silent 
Annual Film Show 
"That night was a really good night - it 
was just great!" 
Some in the audience reckon it was the best 
year yet, with the program combining one of 
Keaton's cleverest productions, the 45 minute 
gem Sherlock Jr., together with a most original 
treatment of the Aussie classic The Sentimental 
Bloke that gave new life to both film and 
poem.  
Although both films are romances in which the 
underdog eventually triumphs, the contrasting 
styles of the films, produced only five years 
apart, made for an absorbing viewing 
experience. 
 

Sherlock Jr. was full of wit and whimsy. 
Keaton used film techniques that were ahead of 
his time, such as double exposure to introduce 
a dream sequence.  
At one point the projectionist-cum-aspiring-
sleuth steps right into the film being projected 
on the screen and becomes part of the plot. 
There he lurches from one scene to another 
(e.g. diving into the sea in one scene, to find 
himself, in the next instant, not under water but 
upsidedown and waist-deep in snow). 
The abrupt changes of scene are utterly 

bewildering for the hapless amateur detective, 
played by Keaton, but hilarious for the audience. 
As one happy attendee recalls: 
"He [Keaton] used all the portals to another 
world in creating a wonderful fantasy for us." 
After interval, The Sentimental Bloke, cleverly 
edited by Peter Wesley-Smith, contained its 
own surprises.  
 Stanzas from the original C. J. Dennis poem 
were read by retired actor from Berry Earle 
Cross.  
His tone and delivery were perfectly matched to 
the work.  
Then when it came to the point in the film 
featuring the song The Curse of the Aching 
Heart, the local singing group, The Thirsty 
Night Singers, rose to their feet and sang the 
song in four-part harmony! 
Silent films remind us that we don't need 
dialogue to tell a story in pictures.  
But for a silent film to really delight us, there 
needs to be a "soundtrack" in the form of live 
musical accompaniment.  
And for the 9th time, Kangaroo Valley residents 
and visitors were privileged to have the services 
of professional musician and silent film 
aficionado Robert Constable.  
Once more travelling from New Zealand for the 
occasion, Robert's performance at the keyboard 
was masterly.  

His accompaniment to The Sentimental Bloke 
was especially impressive, with evocative 
wisps of familiar melodies dancing around the 
images. Happily the show was well attended.  
In addition to being thoroughly enjoyable, the 
event raised $2,600 for scholarships for East 
Timorese students from our sister village of 
Remexio.  
This will go a long way to supporting the 
students as they continue their secondary or 
tertiary studies next year. Without financial 
support from Kangaroo Valley, most of the 
students would be unable to continue their 
education. 
Every year organiser Martin Wesley-Smith 
ensures that something extra and different is 
included in the Buster Keaton formula to 
maintain the interest. This will surely be the 
same next year, when the 10th Buster Keaton 
Silent Annual Film Show may be the last. 
Don't miss it on September 29, 2012. 
 

Photograph bottom left: Gosefa is studying 
Portugese language at National University in 
Dili. Here she is framed by Les Mitchell  from 
KV and Padre David, the priest from Remexio 
who visited the Valley earlier this year.  
Les met Gosefa and the other scholarship 
recipients during the two months he resided in 
Remexio, where he taught English.        
 

                                                                                           Libby Turnock 

The Buster Keaton night lived up to past glories 
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On 16 October a large 
representation of the 
Kangaroo Valley 
community joined together 
to celebrate the completion 
of the restoration of 
Hampden Bridge.  
Five of the Glengarry boys 
piped and drummed in 
procession to start the 
celebrations and then 
paraded across the bridge after the 
townspeople had made their way over to the 
Pioneer Museum.  
There was a colourful array of helium filled 
balloons lining the streets and everybody 
enjoyed some speeches and light refreshments 
at the museum on what would have been a 
perfect spring day.  
Again, it was a privilege for our boys to be 
involved in this celebration and for The Scots 
College to identify with the community in the 
completion of this project. 

Grahame Allen  
Director of Glengarry 

72-76 Queen Street, Berry, 2534 (P) 02 4464 1074 (E) restaurant@berrymotel.com.au (W) www.berrymotel.com.au 

Christmas Day 25th December 
 

$110 pp including Wine 
 

Kia Royale on Arrival 
 

Amuse-bouche 
 

Beer and Nut Bread with Kangaroo Valley 
Olive Oil and Balsamic Vinegar 

 

Shoalhaven Hors d’oeuvres  
 

Avocado with Crab Claw Salad on Friss 
 

Chicken Consommé with Truffle 
 

Sorbet du Jour 
 

Three Fillets and Three Sauces 
Pork w/pink peppercorn, Beef w/ Red Wine, Veal w/ Mushroom  

With Snap peas – Carrots – Zucchinis – Parisienne Potatoes 
 

Raspberry Queen of Puddings 
 

Tea and Coffee With Petit Fours 
 
Pavilion Bar and Lounge Opening Times 
 

Monday:         Closed 
 

Tuesday through to Saturday Dinner only from 6 pm to  9.30 pm 
 

Saturday:     Breakfast/ Brunch/ Lunch   [Booking Essential] 
 

Sunday:         Breakfast/ Brunch/ Lunch   [Booking Essential] 
 

Sunday Night Roast:   From 6.30 – 9.30 pm [Booking Essential] 
 

Wine Bar & Tapas Menu 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights from 8.30 to 11 pm with a Tapas Menu 
 

September and October have been two 
months of partnering with different 
sectors of the local community to both 
fund raise and celebrate the restoration 
of the Hampden Bridge.  

At the end of the term The Scots College 
again partnered with the Remexio 
Partnership and availed the facilities at 
Glengarry as an operations centre for the 
Trek for Timor fund raising walk.  

Les Mitchell came out to 
Glengarry just before the boys 
went home for the October 
holidays and explained the 
purpose of the trek and how the 
local community in Kangaroo 
Valley is raising funds for the 
remote district of Remexio in East 
Timor.  
Les took up an offering after his 
presentation and the boys donated 
$210 towards the fundraiser.  
Dennis Nickell helped to 
coordinate things at Glengarry and 
we are proud to be a part of this 
wonderful aid to the families of 
Remexio. 

Partnering with the Kangaroo Valley community 

Special reminder 
 

Providores Dinner  
2nd November 2011  

Bedrock Oysters and 
MorrellisWinery 
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KANGAROO 

VALLEY 
LIONS CLUB 

 
Kangaroo Valley Lions Club officially 
came into existence with its formation 
meeting on 20 November 1989, but it 
was not until 24 February 1990 that it 
received its Charter from the 
International Association of Lions 
Clubs, the world’s largest service 
organisation.   
It was the 1529th Lions Club to be 
chartered in Australia.   
The Charter President was Franz Mairinger, 
Secretary John Warren and Treasurer Wayne 
Coulter.  There were 33 members named in the 
Charter, and coincidentally that is the current 
number of club members. 
The objectives of all Lions clubs are the same.  
Essentially, they are to serve the welfare of the 
community, to assist the disadvantaged of the 
community and to encourage others to serve.  
Over the past 22 years Kangaroo Valley Lions 
Club has sought to achieve those objectives in 
a number of major projects, in particular: 
• raising funds for the dialysis centre at 

Shoalhaven Hospital; 
• raising funds for and building the 

Kangaroo Valley Ambulance Station and 
Community Centre; 

• managing the Community Centre since its 
construction; and 

• managing the Swimming Pool for the past 
nine seasons, including training young 
local people as lifeguards and establishing 
a volleyball court in the pool grounds. 

In addition, the Club provides catering for the 
Kangaroo Valley Show, on Anzac Day and for 
other community events; it mows both sides of 
the footpath between Cullen Crescent and the 
Ambulance Station; it sponsors a local primary 
school in the annual Lions Peace Poster 
Competition; it joins Lions clubs in the 
Southern Highlands to provide an annual 
picnic for physically and intellectually disabled 
people; every year it assembles and raffles a 
giant Christmas “stocking” at the Friendly Inn; 

This series brought to you this month  
by the Kangaroo Valley Voice  

as a continuation of our commitment  
to community understanding and to  

stimulate the particpation of old and new residents alike  
In the wide range of activities available. 

People power 
By making things happen  

they are making a difference 

it has occasionally 
sponsored and 
hosted youth 
exchange students; 
and, looking to the 
future, every year it 
hosts the local (and 
sometimes 
regional) level of 
the Lions Youth of 
the Year Quest. 
Funds raised by the 
sale of raffle tickets 
and other means are 
donated to support 
the victims of 
natural disasters 
and other worthy 
causes in the local, 
Australian and 
world communities, 
some through Lions 
foundations which 
distribute funds to 
improve health care 
in areas such as 
eyesight, deafness 
and cerebral palsy.   
The Club has funded the purchase of a computer 
by the local pre-school; it donates two $500 high 
school scholarships to local students annually; 
and it sponsors photographic prizes at the annual 
Kangaroo Valley Show. 
The admission of female members several years 
ago – a reform still not embraced by some clubs 
– added immeasurably to the Club’s ability to 
serve the community.   
Unfortunately, the advancing age of its 
membership is beginning to have an impact on 
that ability.   
All new members are welcomed, but younger 
members especially so.   
The club has a dinner meeting at 7 for 7.30pm on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month.   
They are predominantly social gatherings, with 
an occasional guest speaker.   
Attending a dinner is a good way to find out 
more about the Club, its activities and its 
members.   
If you would like to see for yourself, please 
phone Carolyn Green on 4465 1384. 
 

For all other information please contact one of 
these Club officers: 

 
Howard Carter, President - 4448 8582  

Lorraine Mairinger, Secretary – 4465 1031 
Jason Horton, Membership Chairman –  

0411 151 639. 

KANGAROO VALLEY  
GARDEN GROUP 

 
Early in 2004 there was enough money 
left from the grant for the Healthy 
Community project to pay for one 
advertisement in the Voice, and thought 
was given as to what sort of activity, 
within the guidelines, might be 
welcomed by the Valley community.   
A garden group was the activity chosen.   
Its inaugural meeting was held at Lee Sharam’s 
home on 31 May 2004, when Jenny Marcus 
spoke on Wild Fruits and Vegetables in the 
Valley to Elaine Bower, Narelle Cochrane, 
Dawn Daly, Pamela Davis, Janette Gale, Jo 
Keane, Meryl McCartney, Margaret 
McLachlan, Heather and Kevin Powell, Lee 
Sharam and Linda Williams. 
The Garden Group is a very casual 
organisation, with no constitution or written 
objectives – hence “Group’, rather than 
“Club”.   
Members aim to learn from each other and 
from guest speakers, such as Greg Thompson 

(Continued on page 27) 

Bruce Preston (on the tools), with Suzanne Greer and Dinny Mandalis 
sharing a special moment at the Hampden Bridge restoration party. 
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FOR ALL YOUR RURAL CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS 

Hay & Silage 
 

Direct drilling 
 

Ploughing 
 

Slashing 
 

Weed spraying 
 

ChemCert             
      accredited 
 

Consulting 
 

Property        
management 
 

Rural fencing 
 

Hay & Silage 
  sales 

Geoff & Tania Sharman 
Geoff 0409 289 122    Tania 0409 289 123 
 

44 651 177 

who most successfully taught members how to 
eliminate fruit fly.   
They visit gardens, both in and outside the 
valley, some private and others public, 
including Botanical Gardens. 
Lee Sharam was the convener of the group 
until the end of August 2011.   
The group is now trying the system of each 
member volunteering to organise a month’s 
activities.   
Judy Inall inaugurated the new system in 
September, organising visits to the private 
garden of Helen and John George and the 
vegetable garden at the restaurant Jing Jo. 
The group currently has more than 70 
members.   
Anyone can join, simply by coming along to an 
activity.  Those with email addresses are 
contacted before an event and alerted to the 
details; others are phoned by Judy Inall with 
the same information.   
Lee also passes on any extra information about 
courses, Open Gardens and pleas for help from 
other groups, such as environment and 
landcare, and there are always a few members 
who go along to help. 
There is no membership fee.   
In the past members have contributed $10 per 
person or $15 per couple to cover the costs of 

(Continued from page 26) 

being the Saint’s Day of St Fiacre the patron 
saint of gardeners.   
This lasts about ten minutes:  
Lee gives the financial position, members offer 
suggestions for activities, there may be a 
speaker, and then members look at the garden 
and have a delicious lunch. 
For further information, or if you wish to be 
placed on the group circulation list, please 
contact Lee Sharam on 4465 1756 or 
leesharam@bigpond.com 

Tony Barnett 

thank you gifts to their hosts and any printing etc 
that may be done for the group.   
Lee collected these funds, effectively acting also 
as treasurer.   
With the recent changes, the group is using the 
accumulated funds to provide for its needs, and 
members are currently not making any further 
contributions. 
The group’s only meeting is the VIAGM (Very 
Informal Annual General Meeting), usually as 
close as possible to 18 August each year, that 

People Power 
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We welcome all  
contributions from our readers to  
thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 

Moss Vale Road (near Dan the pharmacist) 

Depression is a common complaint in 
rural communities however it is a 
treatable condition.  
Just about everyone suffers some sort of 
depression in his or her lifetime.  
The loss of a pet, the loss of a job or financial 
problems can lead to minor to moderate 
depression.  
Then there is the other type of depression 
known as clinical depression, a deep-seated 
state of melancholy.  
Many suffers of depression decide to keep it to 
themselves as they feel they will be letting 
people down if they share it.  
Keeping it to yourself does no favours to either 
you or your family and friends.  
Depression is so common in the human 
condition that you help others de-stigmatise it 
by discussing it.  
There are many ways you can manage 
depression.  
Consulting your GP is most important as is 
changing your lifestyle.  
Finally consider finding a counsellor who can 
take the time to treat your depression.  
A qualified counsellor is trained to assist you. 
Okay, how do you know you are suffering 
depression and to what extent? 
Take a look at these following questions and 
mark 1 for sometimes, 2 for often and 3 for 
always.  

Let’s go.  
In the past 2 weeks have you: 
1 Found little interest in doing things. 
2 Felt down, depressed or hopeless. 
3 Had trouble getting to sleep. 
4 Felt tired and little energy. 
5 Felt badly about yourself, a failure or letting 
your family down. 
6 Had trouble concentrating reading the paper or 
watching TV. 
7 Found yourself moving or speaking slowly so 
that others notice. 
8 Had thoughts that you would be better off dead 
or thoughts of hurting yourself. 
9 Poor appetite or overeating. 
A score of 4 or below means you have minimal 
depression, 5 -9 means mild depression, 10 -14 
moderate, 15 -19 moderately severe and 20 -27, 
severe depression. 
So what can I do about depression?  
Regular exercise, good diet, staying social and 
finding a meaningful activity (any work 
including volunteer work) have proven to be 
most beneficial in handling depression.  
Anti-depressants provide great relief to many 
suffers with moderate to severe depression and 
give suffers a starting point to improve mood so 
they feel like doing new things.  
Anti-depressants are not habit forming or 
addictive, as the myth goes, and gives great relief 
to many suffers.  
Anti-depressants can be given as a short or long 
course of treatment depending on the severity of 
the problem.  
Research has shown that when counselling and 

Depression in rural communities—are you a sufferer? anti-
depressants 
are combined 
they offer a 
greater degree 
of success 
than just anti-
depressants on 
their own.  
Now you have 
completed the 
test above how 
do you rate?  
Can you 
exercise a bit 
more, eat better, try to stay more social and 
find meaningful things to do?  
Whatever you do, seek help from your GP, 
share your concerns with family and friends. 
There is no need to suffer from this 
diabilitating common mental health problem 
on your own.  
And remember people suffering depression 
also impact others’ mental health; so seeking 
help will in the end make your family and 
community happier.  
You have right to be happier and enjoying life. 
Life after all is such a gift. 

 
Gerry North is a qualified  
counsellor in Kangaroo 
Valley.  
0411 368 142 
If you have an issue you 
want discussed you can 
email him on 
151east@gmail.com. 
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The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley     149 Moss Vale Road 
Open 10 am till 4 pm each day.  thegallery@kangaroovalley.nsw.au  44 651 621 

Some of our most recent works 

Above: Dancing Poppies. Oil on board. Framed under glass. Below: Calm before the storm. Triptych. Oil on stretched canvas 



November 2011  Kangaroo Valley Voice     www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 30 

Firey Tales 
 by Cinderfella 

The weather is warming up — just in 
time for the brigade’s skills refresher 
and BBQ days on 12th and 26th 
November, from 3pm.  
Phone Neil Breeze on (02) 4465 1005 or 
0458 453 546 for more info and catering 
arrangements.  
Existing members will have a chance to brush 
up on their skills and all in the valley are 
welcome to come along and meet the brigade, 
pick up your bushfire safety info pack, or get a 
photo with the trucks.  
After our membership drive, we have one new 
recruit — a great start — and look forward to a 
few more new members to keep him company 
in the training (Wednesdays from 6.00 p.m.). 
October call-outs 
With repair work on the bridge complete, both 
trucks are back in the fire station. 
1ST CALL-OUT this month was to assist police 
in handling a situation involving potential risk 
to life from fire.  
Luckily, this was resolved reasonably quickly. 
2ND CALL-OUT was to a smoke sighting, 
following a permit suspension being enacted. 
Fire control will suspend all permits if weather 
conditions are unsafe for lighting a fire.  
But, because there are many permits issued at 
any one time, Fire Control cannot ring around 
to contact each permit holder — it’s not 
logistically feasible.  
Instead, permit suspensions are broadcast on 
local radio 2ST (or confirm with your Permit 

Issuing Officer on the day you wish to start the 
fire).  
Each permit holder is responsible for checking if 
a permit suspension is in place.  
Before you light a fire, always: check your 
permit is current; check the weather forecast and 
fire danger status; mow or scrape back the 
perimeter of the fire.  
DO NOT light a fire on days of high temperature 
and low humidity, or when there is high fire 
danger.  
Listen to local radio station 2ST for notice of a 
permit suspension by Fire Control. 
Did you know? Grass fires can easily start with a 
spark from a mower, slasher, harvester, 
chainsaw, welder or grinder…and in this warm, 
dry weather a fire will burn fast and hot. These 
tools can’t be used during a Total Fire Ban.  
Keep equipment well maintained and fit a spark 
arrestor if possible.  
Always check the fire danger status before 
starting up tools or, of course, before lighting any 
fire — even with a permit.  
If you see a grass fire, call Emergency 000 
‘Triple Zero’ immediately. 
Guide to action: November 
From the RFS website: “With recent drought-
breaking rains resulting in significant grass 
growth, communities across NSW are facing a 
difficult fire season.  
Grass fires can be especially dangerous because 
they can start quickly and spread rapidly, 
catching people off-guard.  
They can…produce large amounts of heat which 
can kill anyone caught out in the open.”  
The NSW Rural Fire Service urge people to be 
aware and well prepared.  
So, what can you do? 

1 Have a Bushfire Survival Plan to help you 
and your family prepare and survive a grassfire 
or bushfire. 
2 Prepare an Emergency Survival Kit.  
Such a kit means easy access to emergency 
needs in the case of a fire, or other natural 
disaster. (You can find a full list of suggested 
inclusions on the RFS website.) 
Once you’ve prepared yourself, you should 
prepare your property.  
Things to consider include: 
3  Keep firebreaks mowed, ploughed, slashed 
or even grazed along fence lines or around 
your home, shed and storage areas.  
Well-maintained firebreaks can slow a fire’s 
spread. 
4 Have a well-maintained area around your 
home, such as lawns, paths or gardens. Keep 
the grass cut and free of leaves and sticks. 
5 Seal under floor spaces to stop embers 
entering under your house. 
6  Make sure you’ve got water for firefighting, 
in case a fire is on your property. Have water 
tanks filled and connected to a pump. 
7  Have a diesel pump. Electric pumps won’t 
work during a fire if the power goes out. 
8 Store things like fuel or woodpiles well away 
from your house, on the side the fire is least 
likely to approach. 
9 Check the access to your property. Ensure 
cattle grids or bridges can hold the weight of a 
fire truck. 
10 Make sure you’ve got adequate levels of 
insurance for your home, contents, machinery 
and crops or stock. 
(More information at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au or 
from your brigade.) 
 
News 
In November, 6 of our members are booked in 
to do the course in Safe Working on Roofs.  
We wish them luck for completing the 
training successfully.  
We also welcome new recruit Jack and look 
forward to more residents joinig.  
For anyone community-minded, being part of 
the brigade is an excellent way to give 
something back and the knowledge and skills 
you learn will come in handy around your 
property.  
Come down to the fire station on a 
Wednesday night, or drop in to the BBQ days. 

Training: Every Wednesday from 6.00 PM at 
the fire station 

Maintenance: Sundays, 9.00 AM to 10.00 
AM at the fire station  
 

Info: Contact Dave (Dusty) Smart on  
0427 651718 if you’d like to know more 
about the brigade and its activities, or come 
along to the BBQ days: from 3pm on 
November 12 and 26. 

 

KANGAROO VALLEY PHARMACY 
               SHOP 2 / 162 MOSS VALE RD. 

       PH. (02) 4465 2772     FAX (02) 4465 2773 
 

OPEN 6 DAYS: MON-FRI 9 am to 5 pm  
SAT 9 am to 12 noon  

 

        For all your Prescriptions and all Pharmaceutical Requisites.  
 NATIO (Natural Australian Beauty) COSMETICS 

Tired of misplacing your scripts..... 
We can take care of your prescriptions in our filing system.  

 
 See us about the Webster-pak System that sets out all tablets and capsules in blister 

packs for each time of the day, for each day of the week. 

 COME IN AND SAY HELLO TO JAN & DAN COLE  
AT YOUR   PHARMACY 

 

CARETAKER / PROPERTY MANAGER NEEDED 
 

For care and maintenance of buildings, livestock and infrastructure 
 on 160 acre property located in Kangaroo Valley. 

 

Possibility to live onsite. 
ABN, experience and references essential. 

Email  caretaker@hush.com 
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My homing 
thoughts 

Life 
I am in the midst of the kind of moment that 
every Jane Austen reading or ‘Dead Poets 
Society’ inspired English major has dreamt 
of when reclining ‘in vacant or in pensive 
mood’, and considered whether to take the 
plunge into teaching. 
It is 5th period on a rainy and gloomy 
suburban day.  
My classroom has been cold for weeks, but 
today the heaters are on and it’s finally toasty 
in here.  
When I nipped out earlier on to get some 
lunch, I also bought a fresh bag of coffee for 
my French Press.  
My Advanced Placement Literature students 
devour the stuff, and now here they are, 
steaming mugs at hand, deep into a worksheet. 
They are proving, along a series of eight 
elements, that Hamlet is, indeed, a tragic hero. 
I explained the parameters of their 
investigation at the beginning of the period and 
now they’re off, tearing across swathes of text 
in search of evidence for their various 
hypotheses. 
Van Morrison’s Astral Weeks is playing gently 
in the background. All that is left for me is to 
stand here and drink my coffee, offer an 
occasional point of clarification, and listen to 
the rumble of smart kids in discussion – iron 
sharpening iron – over Van’s murmurings: 

And I will never never never grow so old 
again…Oh my sweet thing… 

I sometimes wonder to myself what I would be 
doing if I had never left Australia. Who would 
I have become? What paths would I have trod 
on the journey to becoming that man? What 
would be my tastes? My desires? 

These are legitimate questions, because 
America has, indeed, shaped me. If objectivity 
were possible, arguments would probably be 
made that it has done so for the better and for 

the worse. But I suggest that 
objectivity is in fact not 
possible because those who 
knew me before I left 
Australia are necessarily 
prejudiced by Australia and 
their Australian experience 
and, for most of them, their 
status as Australians. Those 
whom I have met subsequent 
to my departure have seen 
me, for the most part, in my 
foreign lands and lives, and 
are necessarily prejudiced by 
those shared experiences. 

I can think of two very 
different creatures who have 
been with me through many 
of my formative experiences 
and whose ideas on whom I 
might have become would be 
interesting to hear: God, and 
my mate Nat. That would 
quite the conversation, but 
they have not been speaking 
much lately, and once they 
finally do reconnect and try 
to pick up the strands of long 
neglected conversation I 
believe they’ll have more 
pressing matters to discuss 
than my meandering journeys 
through Frost’s yellow 
wood. 

So I am left to wonder. To 
wander. 

Kookaburra 
 

Editor’s note  
The balance of this article by 
Sean will be in the December 
issue and will complete the 
series of a local expatriate’s 
view of world and Australian 
events from a distance.  
Our thanks for his regular 
contributions to the  
Valley Voice 
 

Dave Rebbeck—Owner operator 
KANGAROO VALLEY EARTHMOVING   

 

ABN 24 427 930 266                          BLN 98125604 

GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE ON 
44 651 172 or mobile 0408 534 019  

We also deliver drinking water all year round to your tank 

Excavator—5 tonne IHI 
Bobcat with trencher 
Volvo tip truck 
Grader 
Roller 

Excavations 
Drainage 

Landscaping 
Grading roads 

Road repairs 
Water carting 

We supply 
Road base 
Sand and soil 
Rockbreaker 
Augers 

Rock walls a speciality 
Rocks of your choice 

Rural fencing 
Firewood  

Rubbish removal 

K.V.  Ultimate Frisbee 
Well we had a bit of interest from our first 
game of the season.  
It was great to see some newcomers.  
Ultimate Frisbee is a game played by anyone 
who can throw a Frisbee.  
It is not a competition, just a game played by 
people who want a bit of exercise.  
The game is somewhat a mix of both 
American football and netball all with a 
Frisbee. There are no referees, even on an 
international level.  
The game is self-regulated by its players, this 
might seem unusual, but it works because 
everyone is there to have a good time.  
We have players ranging from 10 to 60 years 
old. If you can do a bit of light running there 
are plenty of players willing to teach you the 
game.  
The game is played on Monday nights from 6 
pm on the Kangaroo Valley oval, but we 
don’t play if it is too windy or it is raining. 
All are welcome, see you there. 

Mark McLennan 
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We’re eating more than previous 
generations and the size of our bowls, plates 
and glasses has a lot to do with it. 
Compare grandma’s wine glasses and the size 
of the bowls and plates in old dinner sets with 
modern utensils. Filled to the brim, an old-style 
wine glass held 90 or 100 mL at most.  
Most modern wine glasses have a capacity of 
350-450 mL, and even though (hopefully) they 
are not filled to the top, the average glass of 
wine poured in the home or in restaurants is 
175 mL. Grandma’s wine glasses held the 
equivalent of one standard drink whereas the 
larger portion (and higher alcohol levels in 
modern Australian wines) means that one glass 
of wine is now equivalent to two standard 
drinks.  
When two people share a bottle of wine, they 
each consume four standard drinks. That’s a lot 
of alcohol – and a lot of kilojoules! 
Bowls tell a similar story.  
An old-fashioned plate used for breakfast 
cereal held about 30g of puffed, popped or 
flakes grain. That looks pretty forlorn in a 
modern bowl. 
Earlier generations would have considered the 
deep bowls we use for pasta or soups as 
serving dishes to use on a communal table. 
Psychologist, Dr Brian Wansink from Cornell 
University, has shown that the size of food 
packages and the size and shape of glasses, 
bowls and plates increases consumption by 20-
30%. One of his studies found that switching 
from a 30cm (12 inches) to a 25cm (10 inch) 
plate reduced consumption by 22%. 
The shape of a glass also influences how much 
we drink. Most people, including experienced 
bartenders, pour at least 20% more into a short 
wide glass than a tall one.  
This has also been used to advantage with 
soldiers who were at risk of dehydration in 
extreme circumstances.  
Providing the soldiers with short, wide water 
bottles led to them drinking 38% more water. 
In all cases, however, neither those pouring nor 
those consuming liquids believed that they had 
consumed a different amount according to the 
glass or vessel used. 
Wansink and a colleague recently published 
data in which they estimated the size of plates 
and the amount of food and bread depicted in 
52 paintings of the last supper over the last 
thousand years.  
Overall, the main courses had grown by 69%, 
plate size by 66% and a serving of bread by 
23%. 
The increase in portion size starts with 
children, although it is not apparent with 
toddlers who seem to stop eating food (but not 
necessarily liquids) when they are full. But the 
ability to listen to internal cues seems to 

disappear by five years of age when the more 
children are offered, the more they consume.  
Researchers from North Carolina who checked 
portion sizes over almost 30 years, found big 
increases in how much children consumed both 
inside and outside the home.  
The modern child now consumes larger serves of 
pizza, burgers, French fries (only at fast food 
restaurants), salty snacks, fruit drinks and soft 
drinks. 
Average consumption of snack foods has been 
shown to be over 50% greater when nuts, pretzels 
or crisps are set out in large bowls.  
At a Chinese buffet meal, overweight people start 
by taking a larger plate compared with people of 
normal weight.  
They then tend to heap the plate without first 
walking along to observe what is available. (They 
also are more likely to use a fork rather than 
chopsticks and most sit facing the buffet table.). 
However, in spite of consuming more kilojoules, 
those given large portions rarely report increased 
feelings of fullness and satisfaction.  
Indeed many report satiety levels that are 
independent of how much they have consumed. 
One classic study involved giving participants 
soup. Half were given a normal bowl of soup; the 
others were given soup in bowls that 
imperceptibly refilled as the soup was consumed.  
These bowls resulted in over 70% more soup 
being consumed, although participants reported 
no greater satiety and did not believe they had 
consumed more. 
When moviegoers in Philadelphia were given 
large buckets of popcorn, they ate more than 
when they were given medium-sized buckets, but 

How big is yours? 
 by Dr Rosemary Stanton, nutritionist 

claimed similar satiety levels. When given free 
popcorn that was either freshly made or 14 
days old, those given a larger bucket of fresh 
popcorn ate 45% more. The container size is so 
powerful that even when they disliked the stale 
popcorn, those given larger buckets still ate 
over 33% more. 
Another study asked people to rate their satiety 
when they consumed a meal in the dark or a 
lighted room. Although those eating in the dark 
were served more and ate 36% more, they 
estimated their consumption as no different 
from eating a meal in a light-filled room. 
Serving sizes may also differ between 
countries. One study looked at similar foods 
available at fast food outlets and supermarkets 
in Paris and Philadelphia.  
In every case, the North American versions 
were bigger; soft drinks by 50%, a 
confectionery bar by 41%, a hot dog by 63% 
and supermarket individual yoghurts by 82%. 
This no doubt contributes to the fact that 
obesity is five times greater in the US than in 
France. 
There’s a fair bet that those selling us food or 
drinks have thoroughly researched the best 
way to increase purchase and consumption.  
My advice is to buy smaller packets that will 
be shared with others (for example cereals, 
juices, flavouring powders for milk), and with 
foods in individual servings, recommend those 
that are genuinely small.    
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Valley finance views  
by Abacus 
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Here in the heart of the Occupy 
London, we are reporting the facts on 
the ground, the real news from Europe. 
Of course the first person to ask about the 
economy when visiting a country is the 
local cabbie.  “How’s business”?   
Must have said that a thousand or more times 
all over the world. During a GBP20 trip 
[almost the equivalent of my weekly food 
budget in Aussie dollar terms], he says 
business is okay, that people are still going out, 
bankers still need cabs and he hasn’t noticed 
any real cut backs. I asked how he felt about 
the terrible headlines concerning the European 
financial crisis, and he said it seems to be 
happening to somebody else. 
The next of course is the local pub and 
restaurant.  The Eagle, in Farringdon, used to 
be the main watering hole for the journos from 
The Guardian, until the latter moved offices.  
Should be the hub of knowledge.  
“How’s business?” 
Oh concerned and careful with expenditure, 
but business seems to be holding up.   
Having dinner there, you could observe that it 
was a great favourite of the locals – and I know 
why – absolutely fantastic food and friendly 
service.  Things are pretty okay he said.  
Highly recommend with a KVVV 6/6 star 
rating. Strolling around everyone seems busy, 
either outside St Paul’s in the golden mile [of 
bankers] or in the inner city suburbs.   

There is substantial building, road works, buses 
galore, and when dining out in the evening in 
many local restaurants it is necessary to book.  
All looks good so far. 
Fantastic soya latte in the local boulangerie 
(always packed), with a breakfast cost of GBP10, 
and the Financial Times, get to meet some of the 
locals.  A mature woman is there every day, and 
very friendly;  we often discuss the news.   
One day she stays longer, saying she is waiting 
for her son to move out before she goes home.  
“Its about time” she says.   
A guy in his forties is there every morning and as 
all the locals seem to do, we get chatting.   
He has been a senior executive in IT for decades 
and for personal reasons 12 months ago decided 
to have six months off.  “Never been without a 
good job”.  And here he is today, unable to find 
any work at all in IT.   
He was slightly stunned as he told this story, but 
claimed that the banks and other institutions that 
are the largest IT users, have been cutting back 
sharply on staff and new projects.   
Even as the salaries they pay their chief 
executives reaches all time highs. 
Waitrose is certainly packed, and it seems that 
whenever I go in for a shop the lines for check 
outs are at least 50 -75 people long.   
And that is with at least eight check outs.   
The British love a good queue. Great fresh food, 
ready to eat and organic, is the reason.   
Woollies and Coles would die for this turnover.   
Of course this is not Spain, Greece, Italy, nor 
US, where the jobs situations are dire – not yet 
anyway.  However, there is a real disconnect 
between the so called crisis in the Eurozone 

which is on the front pages of every newspaper 
and what is experienced on the ground. 
And the reason could be this.  In research just 
published, from a database listing 37 million 
companies and investors worldwide, they 
mapped the structure of economic power using 
complexity analysis.  It revealed a core of 1318 
companies represented 20% of global 
operating revenues, and owned through their 
shares the majority of the world's large blue 
chip and manufacturing firms - the "real" 
economy - representing a further 60 per cent of 
global revenues. 
From this group,  147 companies controlled 
40% of total wealth.   
That is, less than 1% of the total companies 
and investors in the world, control 40% of 
wealth and 80% of global revenues.   
And they were mostly financial institutions.   
Yes that’s right, the ones we are still bailing 
out around the world and in Australia with the 
recent “covered bond” legislation.  No wonder 
the people on the street are yawning.  In the 
most part it is not their day to day problem.  
However Occupy London [and everywhere 
else] gets it.  Have you seen Blade Runner? 
Disclaimer:  This is not advice.  I am not 
licensed to give advice of any kind.   
Advice can be understood as individual advice 
to a person about their particular financial 
circumstances, or general advice about 
investing.  So you cannot, and should not, rely 
on anything written here.  You should only rely 
on advice from a licensed advisor.  If this 
article has sparked interest please seek out a 
licensed advisor.   
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Australians love fresh food 
and we have some of the 

best quality food in the world available 
to us, but are we running the risk of 
jeopardising this by constantly seeking 
the lowest price and not being prepared 
to pay for this quality?  
Every day I have the Queensland Country 
Life newspaper and the Beef Central 
website news delivered to my email inbox.  
In the last week there have been five articles on 
price wars and their effect on the profitability 
and viability of Australian producers.  
 
The best example we have seen is milk and if 
you do an internet search on it, you can see the 
debate has been raging since January. 
According to the latest newspaper article, milk 
producers in QLD, northern NSW and WA 
will be the hardest hit.  
In the far north of Queensland where I live, we 
once had 200-300 dairy farms.  
That number is now at around 60 and reducing 
at an alarming rate.  This is due mainly to the 
cost price squeeze being felt by producers in a 
challenging climate region for dairying, which 
requires higher feed inputs, has lower outputs 
than southern regions and therefore increases 
costs against production.  
In Kangaroo Valley where there were once 64 
dairy producers, there are now 6 and they too 
are facing profit losses due to the decrease in 
milk price as a result of the pricing war.  While 
producers may average around 48c a litre for 

We specialise in all aspects of the pest control industry, including termites, soil treatments, general pests, building & pest inspections. 
 

We are certified for all physical barriers including granite guard, trithor, plasmite and many more. 
 

It's not the cost of the service, it's the quality of the service. 

EST 1890 

 

  44 651 520       0411 704 067 
Licence No 15 004 265 003  

“Fresh from the Paddock”   
their milk, the fixing of pricing at $1 per litre 
(which incidentally was the price 20 years ago in 
1992) means that as input costs increase, there is 
no room for the manufacturer to compensate 
producers, as they have already taken their 
operating margin to its lowest point, and in some 
cases are operating in the negative.   
 
It seems though that it doesn’t stop at milk.  
The latest campaigns have targeted beef and 
lamb, bread and some vegetables are being set 
priced for 12 months in most states.  
While these cuts are not being transferred to 
producers at the beginning, it can have effects in 
the future as they don’t allow for inflation or 
increasing input costs to be taken into 
consideration and factored into pricing.  
There has been a push for supermarkets to show 
what price they pay for fruit and vegetables on 
the pricing label, as it has been suggested that 
some vegetables they purchase for 30c/kilogram, 
they sell for $3/kilogram, with little input costs 
in the middle as generally producers pack the 
product and supermarkets simply transport them 
as is.  
 
So what is the worst case scenario?  
We have already seen imports of prawns from 
Asian countries impact the Australian prawn 
industry, there is the potential for northern 
regions to be drinking only UHT milk and we 
know that imports of beef could potentially bring 
in diseases that we have both spent money to 
eradicate or don’t yet have in this country. 
Without a profit a business can’t survive and we 
will need to import our food from countries that 

cannot 
provide both 
the safety 
and quality 
of product 
that we 
expect every 
day.  
 

It is not 
wrong to 
want to save 
our own 
money and find the best priced produce, but 
often we don’t realise that this could be the one 
thing that causes Australia to become a food 
importer when we have ample land, technology 
and expertise to produce our own food and 
feed other countries of the world.  
We expect that we be remunerated at an 
appropriate level in our jobs to account for the 
cost of living so why should producers expect 
any different?   
The argument for raising the profile of 
producers and celebrating the contribution they 
make to our society and the economics of our 
country is gaining momentum.  
 

While I had pricing wars in the inbox last 
week, I also had a more positive email - the 
official launch of the Australian Year of the 
Farmer in 2012 at Farm Cove, Sydney (now 
the Botanical Gardens), with the slogan “Our 
Farmers, Our Future”.  
There are many details yet to come but if you 
are interested in seeing what they are planning, 
take a look at www.yearofthefarmer.com.au.   

And remember to… thank a farmer for your 
next meal!                                         Kiri Broad 
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Thanks for your patience and waiting for me 
on the course.....I promise to be fitter next 
year!!! 
I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank the following people, without whom this 
event would not have happened:- 
Committee members – Victoria & Jeff Levey, 
Karen Harrison, Bob Morris, Christian & 
Bronwyn Petersen, Liz Aitken, Belinda 
Watson, David Brinson, Peter Still, Di 
McNamee and Norris Ingrisch. 
Sponsors and supporters –  
The Hon. Shelley Hancock, MP (Patron) 
Jackie O (Ambassador) 
Zoe Binder (Ambassador) 
Ray White, South Coast 
Raytheon Australia 
AHA, NSW, South Coast Hotels 
McDonalds South Coast 
Murphy’s Funerals 

2ST Shoalhaven, Adam Straney 
ABC Illawarra, Nick Rheinberger 
Aboriginal Land Council 
Bunnings Warehouse, Nowra 
Bermagui Constructions Pty Limited 

(Continued from page 7) 

Noah’s Ark Challenge 

Bakehouse Delight – East Nowra 
Bakers Delight – Stockland Mall 
Bannisters 
Berry Rotary Club  
Bombaderry Bowling Club 
Chris Treuen 
Coca-Cola Amatil 
Coffee Fix, South Nowra 
Coles, Nowra 
Elite Energy, Ally Strand 
Essential Films, Michael Pignataro 
EyeCare Plus Optometrists, Nowra 
FLYBOX, Advertising Marketing & 
Design, Norris Ingrisch 
Folking Mad - Sound & P.A. Hire, Rick 

Saur 
FRF Sports 
GHD Australia 
Harcourts, Kangaroo Valley 
Harris Farm Markets 
HMAS Albatross, 816 squadron 
IGA Berry  

 IGA Nowra 
Jardine Lloyd 
Thompson 
Australia Pty 
Limited 
Jump on it - A 
living social 
company 
Kangaroo 
Valley 
Adventure 
Company 
Kangaroo 
Valley Arts 
Festival 
Kangaroo 
Valley Lions 

Club, Lorraine Mairinger 
Kangaroo Valley Primary School 
Kangaroo Valley Produce Company, David 
Cochrane 
Kangaroo Valley Scouts 
Kangaroo Valley Voice, Carl Leddy 
Lastover Accommodation, Victoria & Jeff 
Levey 
McGees Cycles, Bowral 
Milton Ulla Apex Club 

(Continued on page 46) 

Liz Aitken on volunteers desk 

Shelley Hancock wishes competitors well 

Sharon Morris, Vittoria Borzio, Sandra Knight 
and Sandra Robertson having a good time 

The Nutter and Harrison families ready to start 

Glengarry boys in the thick of the action 
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Edible Flowers! 

with the seasonal Chef 
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This month has been an odd collection 
of balmy days, cold nights and 
thunderous summer storms.  
I’m not quite sure whether to pack my 
bikini or my UGG boats  when I head  
down to the beach… best bet is have them 
both in the boot just in case.  
Even though this weather has me baffled our 
garden seems to be lapping it up.  
An abundance of broad beans, tuscan kale, 
snow peas, beets, rocket, luscious strawberries 
and crunchy snow peas.  
Most of the broad beans and rocket are now 
flowering which for the most part is visibly 
appealing but also absolutely delish in salads. 
Yep that’s right; plants are just as yummy 
when they grow out as when they are at their 
peak.  
The flavour seems to intensify in the flowers 
and can create another layer of texture to your 
dishes.  
One of my favourite salad extras is the vine 
from the snow pea.  
The sweet flavour of the flowers and pretty 
little curls from the vine create a layer of 
drama to the dish and take your salad from 
great to amazing! 
This month’s recipe is one of my favourite 
creations for summer.  
It has the heady spices of the Middle East 
mixed with the creamy salty tang of the feta 

finishing off with the soft sweetness of the snow 
pea vine.  
Felafels are an age old dish and can be spiced up 
or down to your liking this is my recipe but feel 
free to use your own. 
 

Falafel, Feta and Snow Pea Vine 
Salad Falafels 

 

· 2 cups of chickpeas-I like to boil 
my own but organic canned ones 
are fine 

· 1 tsp baking powder 
· 1 small onion 
· 6 garlic cloves-less or more if you 

prefer 
· 1 tbsp cumin seeds, toasted and 

ground 
· 1bsp coriander seeds, toasted and 

ground 
· ¼ tsp  red pepper flakes 
· 2 handfuls fresh flat leaf  parsley 

roughly chopped 
· 1 handful of coriander roughly 

chopped 
· sea salt and ground black pepper 
· vegetable oil for frying 

Put the chickpeas in a food processor and pulse 
to a course texture, making sure there are no 
whole chickpeas.  
Add the remaining ingredients and process into a 
smooth paste, if you prefer you can have it a 
little coarse but they may break apart while 
frying. Season with salt and pepper.  

Transfer to a bowl and refrigerate for one hour. 
Heat your oil ready for frying.   
Take the falafel mixture from the fridge and 
shape into ping pong sized balls.  
Slip the falafel into the oil and make sure they 
don’t stick to the bottom, fry for about 3-5 
minutes until you have a dark brown crust all 
over.  
Remove and drain on absorbent paper. Set 
aside while you mix the salad and dressing. 
 

Feta and Snow Pea Vine Salad 
 

· 100g good greek feta 
· big bowl of snow pea vines with 

flowers  
Arrange the salad on a large flat platter and 
break the feta into small chunks over the top. 
 

Tahini Dressing 
 

· ½ cup tahini 
· ½ cup plain yogurt 
· 1 lemon juiced 
· 2 garlic cloves-or more or less to 

taste 
· Water to thin out if dressing is 

too thick 
Processes in the blender until you have a 
custard like consistency.   
Season to taste. 
 
To assemble the salad places the falafels over 
the salad and drizzle with tahini dressing. 
Finish it off with the snow pea flowers and 
curly snow pea vines.  
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exposed, with 
a cave at the 
northern end 
that is fun to 
explore at low 
tide.   
From this 
beach take 
one of the 
paths about a 
quarter of the 
way along the 
sand and 
eventually it 
will lead you 
through pretty 
bush back to 
the village of 
Bendalong. 
 
 

We still had 
plenty of time 
so we all 
drove for about five minutes through Manyana to 
Cunjurong Point for another walk along the 
coast.  The tides were against us so we were 
unable to include a walk around Green Island 
(this can be accomplished easily only at very low 
tide and even then you really need to wear shoes 
with which you can walk around the black basalt 
rocks from a volcano that erupted about 30 
million years ago), however it is another easy 
walk and very picturesque.   
We started from the picnic area at the end of the 
dirt track leading from York Road and followed 
the rocky coastline of Lake Conjola to the bar 

Sixteen people and one little dog (Elsie) 
started early for our walk around the 
Bendalong coastline – we were anxious 
not to miss the start of the Bridge Party 
later in the day. 
 

The day started out as glorious, with the 
sun shining and a gentle breeze.   
The walk is an easy one and not too long, 
being only about 4.5 kms; dogs are 
allowed on a leash (and running free on 
Washerwoman’s Beach before 8am and 
after 4pm).  
There are plenty of toilets at each beach and 
even a play area for children at Boat Harbour.  
Bendalong village was established by 
Europeans in about 1880 as a timber mill and 

there are the remains of the tramway used to 
carry the timber to the jetty for transport on the 
ocean going vessels.   
Today there are ‘friendly’ stingrays in the 
shallows, which come for a feed of fish tossed 
out by the fishermen cleaning their catches on 
the shore.  As well we saw a pod of dolphins 
not far from the beach and the ubiquitous 
pelicans also waiting patiently, stirred to flight 
only when we came too close.   
 

From Boat Harbour there is a short uphill walk 
to the top of Red Head and a walk through 
bushland to a number of lookouts, from where 
we were lucky enough to see whales spouting, 
again not far from shore.  

There are a number of tracks: the first leads to 
the ironically named One Tree Beach, a quiet, 
protected and isolated sandy cove, the perfect 
place for a family picnic; the next three lead to 
Inyadda Beach which is much longer and more 

Sea breezes for  an 
early beach walk 

and then turned north along the sand of 
Cunjurong Beach.   
A huge sea eagle seemed to be following us, 
maybe eyeing Elsie as a tasty meal, but she 
escaped and we headed into the protective 
covering of the bush on the headland to make it 
a circular walk of about four kilometres. 

Lunch was at the picnic tables back near the 
cars, where we had a view over Lake Conjola 
to Pigeon House Mountain, by this time of the 
afternoon shrouded in rain clouds.   
Luckily, when we all made it back to the 
Valley for the party there was once again 
brilliant sunshine.                            Lee Sharam 

 
 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (now a Division of 
the Dept of Environment, Climate Change and Water) are 
conducting a 1080 fox baiting program in the Kangaroo 

Valley and Budgong areas for the protection of the 
Endangered Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby.  

The baiting is conducted on various private properties, 
NPWS estate, Sydney Catchment Authority estate  

and vacant Crown land.   
All bait stations in this program are permanently baited 
throughout the year and all properties being baited have 

baiting notification signs at their entrances  
with the dates when baits are out.   

Dog owners are reminded to ensure their dogs do not 
wander as dogs are highly susceptible to 1080 poisoning.  

 
For any further information please contact  
Melinda Norton or Alison Prentice at the  

DECCW Highlands Area Office, Fitzroy Falls  
on (02) 4887 8244. 
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Kangaroo Valley’s own 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
32 Moss Vale Road, Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577  

phone (02) 4465 1986 

Watch for our weekly specials 

Open seven days a week from 6 am to 7 pm 
 

The best fresh fruit and meat and grocery choice 

Petrol, diesel, oils Bottled and refilled gas 
Ice and Telephone credits 

For Valley Voice  
advertising please phone  

44 651 621 

Kangaroo Valley  
Golf Club   

The 
happy 
hooker 
 

by  
Chuck Burley 

Saturday September 24 was a cool, 
overcast day as we teed off for our two 
person Stableford aggregate teams 
event with also a singles Stableford 
competition held in conjunction.  
Within an hour it started to drizzle rain 
which continually changed the pace of 
the greens, so putting became extremely 
difficult.  
The teams event was won by Keith Van 
Klink and Karen Stasukaitis with a 
combined total of 72 points, Gordon 
Thomson and John Rose were second with 
68 points beating Mike Hinton and Dinny 
Mandalis on a countback. Gordon Thomson 
won the individual with 39 points, beating 
Keith Van Klink, on a countback and Dinny 
finished in third spot. Our Club Championships 
and September Medal round were planned for 
the October long weekend and although rain 
was forecasted for the whole weekend, 
Saturday, although cloudy, was a great day for 
golf.   
The Medal was won by Steve Atkins with a 
great Nett 67 (82 off the stick) with Dinny 
Mandalis finishing second with a Nett 69 and 
Brad Innes third with a Nett 70, beating Ron 
Bower on a countback.  

(Continued on page 41) 

No fishing news this month however do 
not forget that we have booked 73 
Haiser Road, Greenwell Point for our 
next safari, to be held from Friday 25 
November until Monday 28 November. 

Note that you can stay Sunday night and 
get an extra day fishing for the same 
normal weekend safari price.   
Numbers are limited so please contact one of 
our committee members to book.   
No booking, no bed.. 
Let’s hope that the weather will be better this 
time and the fish are biting. 
Remember we have available for sale:  
Club shirts, $20, caps $10 and badges $5. 
For membership and booking enquiries please 
contact Gavin Fox on 4861 4841 (email 
gav1960@msn.com) or Mark Collins on 4861 
1091 (email kiwiwingnut55@hotmail.com) or 
our local identity Vinnie Winch on 4465 1448. 

 

Enjoy your fishing   …..    Chuck 

Due to the inclement weather during July 
we had to postpone our social day 
however we will not give up so here we go 
again!  On Sunday the November 20 the KV 
tennis club will host it’s annual social day.   
All past, present and future players, are invited to 
join in the festivities.   
Our fun filled day will commence at 10.30am, 
with a light bbq lunch, tea and coffee provided. 
Byo “drinks of choice”. 
Our main event of the day will be a handicapped 
round robin singles and doubles tournament (all 
welcome).   
We invite all members and non members to 
register and join in what promises to be 
enjoyable fun competition.   
Our aim is to convert the non-members and to 
show you what fun you’re missing.   
Why not use this opportunity to catch up with 
friends, or indeed to meet some new ones. 
People wishing to play the round robin 
tournament will need to register by November 14 
by contacting Dion Larkins on 0403549074 or 
44651372 or email 
glenmackpark@bigpond.com ). 
So folks dust off your racquets, pull on your 
joggers and join in our social day and don’t 
forget to bring the kids because Jan will be 
courtside with some fun-filled games for the 
little ones.                                       Tara Larkins 

Tennis club  
social day 
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The morning 
round was 
followed by a 
BBQ at Rod 
Ashbolt’s 
cabin, thanks 
Rod.  
Fortunately the 
rain held off 
and we all had 

a great time discussing the ‘What 
ifs’ etc. Saturday night the rain 
came and by 11 a.m. on Sunday 
the course was closed with only a 
few managing to complete their 
Semis.  
This threw us completely and 
although Monday was without 
rain, the course was extremely wet 
and some of the semis were played 

and we expect the finals to be 
completed by the end of October.  

 

The Sports  
Report 

 

The Championship’s Semi-final qualifiers 
were: Women; Suzie Wright, Suzanne Greer, 
Joan Edwards and Shelia Young.  
Men’s “A” Grade; David Cochrane, John 
Seyffer, and Michael Owen. “B” Grade; Steve 
Atkins, Toto Mesiti, Rick Donaldson and 
Dinny Mandalis. “C” Grade: Ron Bower,  
Mike Hinton, Bill Clemens and Rod Ashbolt. 

(Continued from page 40) 

John, Gordon, Dave and Norris  
enjoying a drink at the Championship’s BBQ. 

Trying to steady the nerves on the practice green prior to teeing off 

The following Saturday 8 October the 
Stableford comp was won by Dinny Mandalis 
with 37 points beating Hugh Atkinson into 
second spot on a countback while Steve Atkins 
finished third with 36 points.  
Saturday 15 October saw seven players 
finishing with +1 or better in the Par event and 
Suzanne Greer was outstanding with her score 
of +5. Ray Michelsons was second with 
another great score of +4 and Peter Hughes 
was third with +3.  

Until next time Seventy Plus 
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Them what whispers down the well, 
About the goods they ‘ave to sell, 
Will not make as many dollars, 

As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers. 

Kangaroo Valley Security 
Regular and casual patrols of  

properties and premises 
Alarm responses – Security signage 

Static guarding 
Sales of alarms and associated equipment 

Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley 
 

Ph 44 651 659  Mob: 042 865 1659 
Master Licence No: 407376632 

The Village Green Nursery 
 

Pot Plant to Paddock—Natives, Exotics, Fruit and Ornamental 
trees, Tubestock, windbreaks and Hedging 

 

 Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren 
 

for helpful service and advice  
“council carpark” Kangaroo Valley, open 7 days 

  
 
 

Ph 44651037     email: eccleselectrical@westnet.com.au 
 

*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial 
 

*Refrigeration/Air-con            *Plus Pump Repairs 
 

~Emergency Service Available~ 

Eccles Electrical 

              Ian McLean  
        Home Handyman  

               
     Tel: 4464 3267   Mob: 0427 643 267

$1,000 limit to  
any “building” work 

J. Brian. Davidson 
Painter & Decorator 

(35 years experience) 
including Colour Consultation. Fully Insured. 

Reasonable Rates Call Brian for free 
quotation for work under $1000  

0432 659 816 
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DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES 
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter 

 

7 Days, Emergency service 
Call Mark or Margo 

Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080 
Lic. No. 11234 

Servicing Kangaroo Valley for almost 20 years 

MTA Member   
Motor Mechanic Lic #: 106089 

All Mechanical Repairs 
    Log Book Servicing 

Brake & Clutch Repairs 
Slasher, Mower,  
Ride-on Repairs 

Mig Welding, Tyre Repairs 
On farm mechanical repairs 

   Plant/Heavy Vehicle Field 
Servicing 

19 years mechanical knowledge  
and Licenced Workshop experience.  

We provide full service for 4x4’s and motor vehicles 
 

John Wright 0411 619 179 
email Wassa@shoal.net.au 

 

Wrights Farm Machinery P/L 
Jenanter Drive, Kangaroo Valley 

Call Warren 0438 418 198  4465 1030 

Same day repairs 

Electrical services and renewable 
energy systems for your  

home or business    
  

Lic No: 46822C CEC Accredited: A3257263 

P: 44 651 540 
 

E:info@kangaroovalleysolar.com.au 
www.kangaroovalleysolar.com.au 

 

Mike and Cathy Gorman 

This space could be yours 
 

Just telephone  
 

44 651 621 



November 2011  Kangaroo Valley Voice     www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 44 

Paul Obern Arborist Services 
Qualified Tree Surgeon with 15 years Experience 

 
Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, 
Thinning, Mulching, Fire Reduction Clearing, Dangerous 

Tree Removal – All Sizes 
Call Paul Tel 44651391 or Mobile No  0403610236 

Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area  

 

Domestic * New/Repaints  
*Commercial * Insurance Work 

ABN 64 835 636 910   
Lic.  Number: 197810C 

Kangaroo Valley’s Local Licenced Painter 

0411 361 981 or 44 651 920  
kvpainting@gmail.com 

P: 4446 0713     e : marknheidi@optusnet.com.au                

 
 

Free  
quotes 
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Specialising in Tung Oil for New & Old Flooring 
& Environmentally Friendly Coatings 

For expert, practical bookkeeping advice call:- 
 

BILL ALLDRITT BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 

 

Providing a complete range of                
 bookkeeping services using MYOB, including:- 
             general bookkeeping 
           bank reconciliation 
           accounts payable 
           debtors and accounts receivable 
           payroll services   
 
Registered BAS Agent (Reg # 07902 007).           

MYOB Professional Partner 
P.O. Box 6228 
Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577 
 

M:- 0408 32 55 88 
E:- billalldritt@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
W:- www.billalldritt.com.au 

This space could be yours 
 

Just telephone  
 

44 651 621 
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J. T. Rebbeck - Earthmoving Contractor 
4465 1329 Mobile 0414 744 258 

Reliable service,                
excellent equipment, competitive quotes. 

National Parks & Wildlife Service 
Nestle, Robert de Vere 

(Continued from page 37) 

Noah’s Ark Challenge Nowra Vello Club 
Officeworks, Nowra 
Olympus Sports, 
Neutral Bay 
Outdoors & Beyond 
Outer Edge, the 
ultimate adventure 
magazine 
Paul Sutton, 
Electrician  
Phantom Cycles, 
Tahmoor  
PORT Restaurant, 
Parramatta, Sam Issa 
Robert Glendenning, 

Traffic Management 
Consultant  
Ruthy Hudson, 
Entertainer 
Ryders Creek Retreat, 

Robert Morgan & Liz 
Aitken 
Shoal-Bites Cafe 
Shoalhaven City Council 
Shoalhaven Heads Hotel, 
Col Waller 
Shoalhaven Water 
Skye Dog Productions, 
Liz Aitken 
South Coast Dairy 

zones). It includes the welfare of those most 
directly affected, as well as environmental loss. 
At the high level of temperature increase the 
Great Barrier Reef would be destroyed within 
the lifetime of our children – what they would 
have is David Attenborough films of how it 
was. In the lifetime of our grandchildren the 
Kakadu wetland system would be inundated by 
sea water and 88 per cent of species would be 
at risk of extinction. 
 

To reduce climate change money must be spent 
now but the costs will stabilise, as stated 
above. The alternative is that temperature will 
rise and the impacts and their associated costs 
will continue to increase over this century and 
into the next. The estimated impacts of 
unmitigated climate change increase threefold 
during the lives of our children (2050 to 2075) 
and then threefold again for our grandchildren 
(2075 to 2100) and continue dramatically after 
that. I reckon it’s worth $10.80/week to avoid 
the larger costs and the un-costed impacts to 
Australia’s heritage and quality of life. 
Next month’s article is about the government’s 
CEF - generally describing how the plan will 
reduce climate change and the direct and 
indirect benefits of those policies. That will be 
the last in this short series of articles. I, along 
with a small group of others, invite questions 
to encourage dialogue (via The Voice or a 
forum) on this most important issue.  
References available on request 

S. Fritz 

(Continued from page 22) 

Climate watch 

David Brinson, Liam Brinson and Aaron 
Mcelhinney prepare to race 

Bob Morris (right) with 
Kye Hayman (Navy) 

Sharon Morris and Sandra  
Robertson after the race 

Karen Harrison (left) 
and Vittoria Borazio 

South Coast Register 
Southern Highland Wines 
Spin Monkey T-Shirts 
Sports Power. Nowra 
State Forest, NSW (Southern Region) 
The Athletes Foot, Nowra  
The Bike Shack, Nowra 
The Scots College, Glengarry 
The Man From Kangaroo Valley Trail Rides  
Top Cut Meats Pty Limited, Robert Borazio 
University of Wollongong, Shoalhaven 
Campus 
West Street Oval Management Committee 
Wilderness First Aid Consultants, Christian 
and Bronwyn Petersen 
Yarrawa Estate, Mark and Sue Forster 
 
Special thanks also go to: 
Ann Dorreen, Carol Swan, Gail Harvey 
Gary Thomas, Howard Scare, Ian and Sue 
Boyle Justine O’Reilly, Kathy and Simon 
Harrington, Kerry Patterson, Mal Dunn, 

Michael 
Glendinning, Mike 
Hinton, Pam Flynn, 
Peter McNamee, 
Sandra Knight, 
Sharon Morris, 
Anne Dynon, Nell 
Britton, Bernadette 
Pullen 

 
Arrivederci...... 
until next year! 

Vittoria Borazio 

Troy Nutter (stroke) with 
son on the canoe leg 

Crossword solution  
from page 11 
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Wot’s on in the Valley 
Special events November 2011 

Weekly events 
Mon – Fri  Bus Service to Nowra and   
 Highlands   -   4423 5990 
Mon –Tues-Thurs Mass  St. Joseph’s 8 am 
Mon 1-3 pm Women's Bible Study  
 Anglican Hall 44651585 
Tues Men's Bowling - 1 pm, Casual  
 Contact Club 4465 1175  
Tues 10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga  
 44 651 364 
Tues Cuppa & kids  
                    Sunday School Hall  from 9-30 am 
Wed Mass St Joseph’s 6-15 am 
Wed  Pioneer Park Men’s Shed from 9 am 
 Finishing round 4 pm with a pint at      
 The Bowlo Werner Bayer 4465 1058 
Wed            Mixed Bowling, casual, register by                           
                                         12.45 pm, play starts 1.00 pm. Contact    
                                          Club 4465 1175 
Wed KVRFS Training at Shed  6pm 
Wed             6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact  
                     44  651364 
Thurs          Pilates KV Hall 1 pm—2-15 pm 
                       Enquiries 44 651 958 
Thurs          5 pm Golf Croquet 
                    Walking group P.O. 10 am 
Thurs  1-3 pm Women's Care & share -  
 Anglican Hall 44 651 585 
Sat              Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 8 am 
Sat              1 pm Social Bowls KV Bowling         
Sun             Bowling Club 'Barefoot Bowls' 1 pm  
Sun Anglican Church 4465 1585   
 8-30 am Traditional service  
 10 am Contemporary service and  
 Sunday School     
Sun Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am 

Bi-weekly events 
Thursday (1st & 3rd) Men’s Group— 7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 4465 1056 

* 
The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley 

*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $48 per year  
  Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know. 

 
  Please tick the appropriate box:         I AM A NEW RESIDENT 
                                                              I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY 
                                                              SUBSCRIPTION  -  (Cheque or Money Order only thank you) 
                                                              CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS 
  Your Mailing Address:-         
                                         Name _________________________________________________________________            
                                                  
       
 Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________ 

 
 K.V. Voice Office:-  149 Moss Vale Rd , Kangaroo Valley 2577.   Phone (02) 4465 1621 

If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel  would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you 

Claim the date! 
 

Dec 1               Gingerbread House night 
                                                      7-9 pm Anglican Church Hall 
                        Cecily Paterson 4465 1585 
 
Dec 17                            Pantomime at the hall 
 
Dec 18             Carols in the Valley at the                 
                                                     Church of the Good Shepherd 
 

2012 
 

Feb 17—18     KVA & H Show 
 
Sep 29                               10th Buster Keaton Silent Annual             
                                                        Film Show  
 

Organisations are invited to use this page  
to claim the date for any events they are planning,  

so as to avoid doubling up and clashes with other groups 
 

 
 
 

Nov 5               Men’s hot breakfast at The Church of Good Shepherd Hall 
 
Nov 18 –20    Island. The 2011 FYRE Drama production at Upper River Hall 
                       (18 & 19 at 7 p.m.) 20 at 11 a.m.) See page 52 
 
 

Monthly events 
 
 

Mon (1st) KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – David Smart 4465 1214 
 

Mon (2nd) Environment Group – 6 pm – The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley –  
            Peter Stanton 4465 1688 
 

Mon (3rd) A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Donna Parker, 4465 2170 
 

 Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare Workbee. Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147 
                                           for confirmation and location of meeting place.   

Tues (1st)        CWA 10 am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30 pm Combined Luncheon, 
           1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting 

 

Tues (2nd)        Pre School Meeting 
 
 

Tues (2nd)       KV Historical Society 10-30 am to  noon Garth Chittick 4465 1367  
 

Tues (2nd)   KV Pioneer Settlement Trust meeting 9 am to 10.30 am 
           Elaine Apperley 4465 2026  
 
 

Tues (4th)          Lions Club. Carolyn Green 4465 1384 
 
Wed (1st)         Pioneer Museum Park. Working Bee 9.00 am to 12 noon  
                                  Werner Bayer 4465 -105 or Phil Scott 4465 1968.   
 
 

Thurs (2nd) P. & C. Meeting – – KV  School  
 

Fri (2nd) View Club General Meeting and  Luncheon – 12 pm – locations as advised 
 
 

Sat (last)   Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482 
 
Sun (last) Fishing Club Competition day – Harold Sharman   4465 1140 
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If undelivered please return to :- 

KANGAROO VALLEY VOICE 
C/O POST OFFICE, KANGAROO VALLEY 2577 

The monthly community 
newspaper of Kangaroo Valley 

SURFACE MAIL 
POSTAGE PAID AUSTRALIA 
 
PRINT POST No.201494/00039 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
 

K. V. Show   Donna Parker             0411014493 
Alcholics Anonymous      Rick 4465 1113 
Brogers Creek Landcare    
                       Andrew Fitzsimmons  4465 1482 
Budgong Community Group  
                               Nicholas Carlile  4446 0591 
Historical Society Garth Chittick     4465 1367 
FYRE   Karen Harrison   4465 1699 
KV Arts Festival  
                            Denise Wright   4465 1963 
K.V.C.A..           Barbara Woodney  4465 1117  
KV Garden Group  Lee Sharam         4465 1756 
KVRFB Captain David Smart        4465 1214 
Iyengar Yoga Rose Andrews     4465 1364 
Osborne Park/Hall Jacqui. Lenz        4465 1272 
Pioneer Museum    Elaine Apperley 4465 2026 
Rock-Wallaby Melinda Norton 4887 8256               
Tourist Assn Lyn Obern 4465 1391 
Upper River Progress Assn   
                              David Loneragan 4465 1364 
 

EMERGENCIES  
Police  13 1444 or 4421 9699 
Ambulance 000  
Poisons 13 1126 
Integral Energy 13 1003  
Lifeline 13 1114 
Fire 000 

 

SPORTS & EXERCISE 
Bushwalking Fran Pritchard     4465 1599 

Cricket Club        Greg Thompson         4465 1531 
Croquet Club Mary McIntyre       4465 2757 
Fishing Club Vinnie Winch 4465 1448  
Golf Club John Rose 4464 2384 
Hockey Club       Sharon Gomez        4465 1580 
Ladies Bowling Margery Good 4465 1341 
Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick 4465 1035 
Pilates Kate Manka       0414 482 345 
Pony Club Ilse O’Reilly           4465 1767 
Rowing Club      Gerry Garrett          4465 1419 
Tennis Club Bruce Rodway 4465 1756 
 
Group Secretaries - please check & update details 

SCHOOLS & CHURCHES 
 

Preschool             Jacinta Powell       4465 1327 
P & C                    Bianca Murphy      4465 1182    
Public School John Bond             4465 1182 
Scots College Grahame Allen 4465 1089 
Anglican Church Andrew Patterson 4465 1585 
Sunday School Jeanette Dumbrell 4465 2708 
Catholic Church Anne Dynon 4464 1910 
 
 

CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS 
 

CMR Institute Isabel Butler 4465 1248 
Lions Club         Lorraine Mairinger  4465 1031 
V.I.E.W. Club   Betty Allan 4465 1154 
C.W.A. Gwen Nelson 4443 3409 
Amnesty Int. Libby Turnock 4465 1357 
Environment        Rosemary Stanton 4465 1711 
Wires  4862 1788 
 

AGES & STAGES 
 

Cubs/Scouting   Gary Thomas           4465 1485 
Cuppa and kids  Cecily Paterson       4465 1585 


