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RTA bridge lunacy 

Rezoning proposal  
Q & A in letters pages 

Medical services 
under threat; page 7 

The proposal by the RTA to close Hampden Bridge, has 
resulted in a storm of protest against the suggestion by many 
concerned residents and organisations within the valley. 
Our sketches above are based on the original drawing by the designer of 
the bridge Ernest de Burgh (top diagram) and modified (diagram 2) to 
illustrate the effect of the maximum allowed vehicle weight (42.5 
tonnes) on the suspension system which makes such bridges possible. 
A meeting has been called by the RTA for 6-30 pm on June 29 at the 
KV Hall as a first step in community consultation and there is plenty to 
consider in the matter of making necessary repairs, while not destroying 
the village’s livelihood. Our coverage begins on page 3, editorial page 2 
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Editorial 

DEADLINES 
for the July 2010 issue of the ‘VOICE’ 

Advertising, 
Wot’s On , Calender 

& Sports Report  
June 22, 2010 

Editorial Submissions 
June 24, 2010 

Please do not leave your 
submission until the last day;  

being early is a great help to us.  
e-mail 

thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
 

44 651 621 

The monthly community newspaper of Kangaroo Valley 

Kangaroo Valley Voice was originally established 
under the Small Towns Program (an initiative of the  
Department of Business & Regional Development). 
K.V. Voice Inc. aims to support & develop the Valley’s 
economic, social & communication infrastructure. The 
Committee & Assistants are all volunteers, who donate 
their time and expertise for the benefit of our readers. 
All Valley residents, clubs & organisations are invited to 
forward editorial submissions.  
The K.V. Voice is financially self sufficient due to 
income received from local businesses and advertising. 

DISCLAIMER 
The statements and opinions expressed in this publication are 
made in good faith by Kangaroo Valley community members. 
K.V. Voice Inc., Committee, volunteers and contributors do not 
take responsibility for any statements advertisement, notice, 
letter or opinions published. Such are published at the risk of the 
contributor,  who accepts liability for any intended publication. All 
contributors agree to indemnify the publisher and warrant that 
the material is accurate and is neither deceptive or misleading, 
in breach of copyright, defamatory or in breach of any laws.  

The Editor 
 
“What do we do” dilemna 
 
We write as former residents of Beaumont who 
would have liked to retire to the Valley but 
chose not to do so due to a  lack of suitable 
‘over 55/retirement’ style accommodation 
options.  
The current ‘NIMBY’ attitude ignores the fact 
that there are many, other than those currently 
residing in the Valley, who would like to share 
in what it has to offer.  
We wonder what those who are so vociferously 
opposed to the proposed development will have 
to say when they, as many undoubtedly will, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Call to arms—on several fronts  

As foreshadowed in our May issue there 
were some clear signs that this indeed 
could be our “winter of discontent”. 
The RTA bridge closure plans had just been 
dropped on the community and the rezoning 
application for Marshall Street entered the 
“Gateway” process had been passed by 
Shoalhaven City Council 
What had not yet seen the light of day was the  
imminent closure of Dr Bob’s surgery for an 
indefinite time. The knock on effect of that 
action while matters are dealt with by the 
Medical Tribunal is a serious threat to the health 
and well-being of this community. 
Not only to our growing proportion of senior 
citizens, who would make up a large proportion 
of the patient roster and who need prompt 
access to a reliable health service as well as 
frequent emergency situations, but also the need 
to cover the many unfortunate accidents which 
human beings seem to find impossible to avoid 
and competent caring service to patients of all 
ages and varying needs, which only a capable 
resident doctor can reliably provide. 
Many of you will be aware of the”grassroots 
campaign” to assist Dr Bob in fighting the 
problems that he is facing. 
There are petitions of support already in the 
Post Office, the supermarket and the Petrol 
station; there is a detailed coverage and call to 
action by Lyn Obern (see page 7) and Doctor 
Bob addresses the matters himself in his regular 
column in the Valley Voice “Medical musts and 
mentions” (see page 23). 
The spectre of a huge disruption to this 
community by faceless souls sitting in 
judgement in Sydney, is the same in this 
situation of resident medical services (and the 
business health of the Chemist), as it is in the 
case of property rezoning and the inflexible 
approach to the question of repairing Hampden 
Bridge by the bureaucrats in the RTA. 
Admittedly in the latter case a public meeting 
has been convened by the department for the 

Village Hall at 6-30 pm on Tuesday June 29.  
It is extremely important that the hall is packed 
on such an auspicious occasion, where it may 
yet be early enough to head off the RTA 
juggernaut in providing ideas for a more 
efficient and effective program at a fraction of 
the proposed cost of $2.5 million. 
Our diagrams on page 1 and the articles on page 
3 and elsewhere should start alarm bells ringing 
in the halls of power that question the current 
thinking of the “working group” in charge of 
the proposal. 
There are elections to be held in this State and 
Federally not too far away. 
The time is opportune to make considerable 
noise about all these matters. 
There are serious questions that need straight 
answers arising from our page 3 submission. 
What was the original loading maximum for the 
bridge? 
How big a margin of safe load did that leave? 
How many “rotten” beams or trusses were not 
removed before and need be now? 
Why has there not been active policing of traffic 
infringements on Hampden Bridge? 
Why have the simple repairs ,“missing nuts and 
bolts” not been attended to. 
Why is there a seemingly desperate need to 
have a “specialist team of bridge workers” to 
be imported from Dubbo, when there are 
qualified and capable local tradespeople who 
could rebuild the decking (under qualified and 
experienced supervision) by adopting the 
concept of prefabricating 12 sections of decking 
off site (maybe the RTA depot in Bendeela Rd)? 
My thanks to the writers of the many thoughtful 
and detailed letters to the editor and articles of 
local interest such as the historic walk program, 
the rezoning proposal and the Dr Bob situation. 
It is a privilege to be able to provide the pages 
of the Voice for discussion of such important 
matters in earnest and honest debate. 
See you at the meeting on June 29!    

 

Carl Leddy 
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Editors note. 
Below we present a preliminary review  of the 
current state of deterioration of Hampden 
Bridge by a highly qualified and experienced 
bridge engineer ,who is also a resident of the 
Valley and concerned that the repairs needed 
are carried out with a due regard to history. 
 

Report 
1) The Tie down / horizontal movement 
bearings (Nowra side), are not performing as 
designed due to excessive wear in the control 
pins and centre span Pin Joint. 
This results in excessive upward movement (not 
designed for) at the bearing when high live 
loads are applied to the bridge.  
This upward movement has been observed  in 
the range of 50mm -75mm when measured at 
the abutment deck/road surface.  
As a result of this upward vertical movement , 
the hangers (suspension rods) nearest the 
abutment are relieved of their load, which in 
turn transfers the load that they would normally 
be carrying to the remaining hangers, resulting 
in high overload of these remaining hangers. 
Continual cyclic overloading of these hangers 
may result in hanger fatigue, resulting in tensile 
failure of the hanger. 
It would be expected that the bridge would have 
some redundancy factor due to the transfer of 
load through the stiffening trusses, whereby the 
load from the failed hanger would be 
distributed to the adjoining hanger.  
Secondary overloading could then result in 
subsequent hangers failing in a like manner. 
This may then result in catastrophic failure of 
all the remaining hangers (zipper effect), and 
the total collapse of the bridge deck. 
 

The RTA (Mr. Trevor Kennedy) was alerted 
to this situation nearly six years ago.  

However repairs to the bearings  
have still not been carried out. 

 

2) The original design by Ernest de Burgh 
provided for two layers of diagonal planking for 
the bridge deck. 
Diagonal planking working monolithically with 
the support stringers and main support beams 

provides a considerable amount of lateral 
stability. 
The current construction of the deck planking is 
orthogonal, resulting in the need for a retro-
fitted system of sway braces to be fitted.  
It is observed that some of the bolts connecting 
these sway braces to the underside of the deck 
are missing their washers and nuts, as such they 
are not working in the manner intended 
3) The underside primary layer of deck planking 
is in poor condition, a significant number of 
planks have rotted through.  
Within the last 12 months a repair team from 
the RTA replaced some of these rotting planks - 
but not all of them. The reasons for neglecting 
the remaining rotting planks is not known. 
 

4) A load monitoring system was set up on the 
bridge about five years ago, whereby strain 
gauges were placed on selected members of the 
bridge, including a selection of hangers. 
As a result it would have become obvious 
immediately to the RTA that the hangers were 
not performing in accordance with the design 
loading parameters. 

The ongoing nature (five years) of the 
monitoring emphasises the lack of care and 

extreme negligence of those responsible 
(RTA), for the safe operation of the bridge. 

Whilst the bridge has continued to support the 
loads being applied, the resulting Factors of 
Safety have been significantly reduced from 
those of the original design.  
The inherent structural problems induced by the 
non-performance on the Tie Down Bearings 
only exacerbate this safety problem. 

Over the years the bridge has had it’s live 
load dramatically increased over the original 
live load that it was designed for, without any 
major strengthening being applied in order 

to maintain the original design Factor of 
Safety of 3.0 being maintained. 

Since the original design was carried out, 
bridges of this type are required to have a 
Dynamic Factor of 2.0 applied to all Live 
Loads. 
When you consider all loads acting 
simultaneously (Dead, Live, Dynamic Wind and 

In response to the RTA’s proposal to close 
Hampden Bridge for repairs, a meeting was 
held on 24 May of Kangaroo Valley’s Road 
Action Group (RAG).  
The RTA is proposing to close the bridge 
for  up to five days per week, for up to six 
months.  
The Road Action Group has been reconstituted 
to ensure it includes broad community input 
and can respond to the RTA, confident that it is 
representative of the different interests in the 
village.  
The meeting included representatives from the 
Kangaroo Valley school’s P & C, the Pre-
school, the Tourist Association, the local trades 
people, the Environment Group, the Pioneer 
Farm Trust, local dairy farmers, the Community 
Association, the Pathways Group and two local 
engineers.  

Why Hampden Bridge is in urgent need of repair 

Temperature), then the original design Factor 
of Safety of 3.0 has been seriously eroded. 
The Factor of Safety of 3.0 assumes that all 
structural elements are working in accordance 
within the original design assumptions.  
 

Increased live loads, wear, corrosion and 
erosion of these elements reduces the ability 

of the structure to satisfactorily sustain  
the loads it was designed for.   

 

5) The Hampden Bridge, Kangaroo Valley is 
recognised by the engineering fraternity as the 
most historically significant bridge structure in 
Australia after the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
It is the last remaining example of a major 
timber suspension bridge still in operation in 
Australia. 
 

It is an iconic, historic structure well worthy 
of full heritage listing, on the national 

register and must be fully preserved in it’s 
original state as a working structure, both 

now and for future generations. 
 

Bruce Ramsay 
Bridge Engineer (retired) 

May 18, 2010 

Heavy use by heavy vehicles every day 

RAG builds a strong community base to fight “shutdown” 
The various problems caused by daytime 
closure of the bridge were discussed, including 
the detrimental effect on the daily life of our 
community, our local economy and our tourism 
industry.  
Of particular concern was the need to ensure 
children could safely get to school and pre-
school and also the need to ensure emergency 
access at all times.  
There's an impact on the whole region as a third 
of Shoalhaven tourism traffic travels through 
the valley. 
Each issue was discussed and by consensus 
RAG agreed that the best option to be put to the 
RTA was a call for any work that required 
bridge closure to be done at night (say 10 pm to 
6 am).  
We recognise that there would still be some 
inconvenience involved, but on balance it is 

seen as the one that best addresses the issues 
raised.  
RAG also agreed that we need to progress the 
provision of an alternate limited access road, 
particularly to be used for emergencies. 
The RTA is calling a public meeting late in 
June and this provides an opportunity to persue 
claim.  

RAG is also approaching Shoalhaven Council 
and our local MP for support and is seeking a 
meeting with senior RTA officers and the 
Minister for Roads to ensure that our village 
life and economy are not harmed in the process 
of preserving our lovely old bridge.                                  
Wendy Caird, Chair, Road Action Group 

Public meeting to consider the RTA proposal 
for repairing Hampden Bridge to be held at  

6-30 pm—KV Hall  
Tuesday, June 29 
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Letters to the Editor (continued) 

The Editor 
 
There’s a hole in your bucket,  
dear Henry! 
 
There is an ideological black hole in Ken 
Henry’s tax reform report released earlier in 
May. 
The Treasury boss’s report contains the 
equivalent of an outer space vacuum cleaner.  It 
aims to suck up and make financially unviable 
many of the families where mum stays home to 
give her babies the best possible care. 
Mr Henry wants to slash the baby bonus and 
abolish the FamilyTax Benefit B, which goes 
some way to compensating single-income 
families for missing out on the second $6000 
tax-free threshold enjoyed by two income 
families.   
He would simplify childcare subsidies – but 
only for those families who pay an institution to 
look after their children. 
Ken Henry has ignored the social impact of his 
recommendations.  
International research shows that parental care 
is best for babies, who need one-to-one bonding 
for most of the time up to the age of two or 

The Editor 
 

Obection to objections 
 

At the risk of being “keel-hauled” I would like 
to make a comment. 
If the Lord himself wanted to relocate heaven to 
a paddock in Kangaroo Valley, there would be 
a committee to object to his project. 
Over the years farms have disappeared, some 
residents have moved into manufactured homes 
in Glenmack or moved out of Kangaroo Valley. 
Many people moving in are using their homes 
as “weekenders”. 
Shops in the Valley are changing owners. 
They cannot rely on locals for an existence and 
the tourist trade depends on the weather. 
We do live in a beautiful village but it is 
important to use the phrase—”populate or 
perish”. 

Margaret Jones 

three.   
The federal government already makes it harder 
for families who choose to give their babies 
home care – but Ken Henry wants to make it 
even more difficult. 
We congratulate the Rudd government for 
rejecting the worst of the Henry 
recommendations – but we urge Mr Rudd to go 
further and treat all families fairly.   
In the best interests of Australian babies, 
childcare subsidies and parental leave payments 
should be paid equally to all families after a 
birth, whether or not both parents are in the paid 
workforce. 
The next generation of Australians is worth it!  

Ros Phillips 
National research officer  

for FamilyVoice Australia 

The Editor 
 

Congratulations! 
 

WHO IS GODOT? 
 

The answer was revealed in fine style on 
Saturday 8th May, in our own Kangaroo Valley 
Hall. 
It was my privilege to be in the audience to 
enjoy a thoroughly professional presentation by 
Sean Kramer and Lance Brown. 
Not only was the acting extremely convincing, 
but the script by Sean was compelling AND 
funny. 

The Valley is really blessed to have such a 
performance on it's "doorstep". 
So a BIG thank you from me, keep up the good 
work! 
Not only, but also, a great job by Gina for the 
excellent production ( not an easy job, I 
imagine).                                           Dawn Daly 

have to confront the ‘what do we do’ dilemma 
and are forced to leave their beloved Valley 
because the facilities they need in their later 
years just aren’t available. 
Surely it is short sighted to ignore the 
economic benefits such as the ongoing viability 
of essential services e.g. Doctor/Chemist/
Supermarket that will flow over time as well as 
the employment opportunities 
for today’s kids.  

Warren and Elaine Riedel 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Editor, 
 

Businesses under threat 
 
While I recognise the problems for all our 
community, I want to draw particular attention 
to the impact on local services and businesses 
of the RTA's proposal to close Hampden 
Bridge for essential repairs.  
The RTA's plan is to close the bridge for eight 
hours, three to five days per week over a six 
month period.  
This would create major problems for the many 
people providing services or 
conducting business back and forward across 
the bridge every day. T 
he retailers and restaurants in the town, while 
very appreciative of the support of our local 
community, are unlikely to survive without 
passing trade, or with many of our local 
customers cut off from us.  
Our businesses are small and while 
weekends provide a boost, we need the custom 
of the many travellers and holidaymakers 
through the week.  
Closure of the bridge on weekdays, or re-
routing traffic via a bypass, would mean many 
of our businesses simply won't be there at the 
end.   
For these reasons, and concern about the 
impact on our community, the KV Tourist 
Association is asking that work that requires 
closure of the bridge be carried out at night.  
We recognise that this may be inconvenient 
and some people are concerned about noise.  
Our plea is that the overall needs of our 
community and our town guide our response to 
the RTA, including the need to keep our 
services and businesses functioning.  
We believe any health and safety concerns can 
be addressed and money must be found, as it is 
for night work around Sydney. 
The recent accident on Barrengarry 
mountain also draws sharp attention to the need 
to have the bridge open when the largest 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Our readers write 

The State Government has confirmed 
an addittional $1,500 grant will be 
awarded to the Kangaroo Valley 
Pioneer Settlement Reserve Trust to 
assist the Kangaroo Valley Pioneer 
Settlement Reserve Trust with 
building repairs  
In announcing the grant, State Member 
for Kiama, Matt Brown said “I would 
like to congratulate the trust on their 
successful application and I’m sure these 
works will be appreciated by the 
community and the many tourists that 
visit the site each year”. 
The funding has been allocated through the 
Public Reserves Management Fund. 
This Fund will allocate close to $14 million this 
year across the state for improvements and new 
works at Crown land reserves, parks, 
showgrounds, caravan parks and walking 
tracks.  
Under the State Plan the NSW Government is 
aiming to ensure that Crown lands are 
maintained and available for community 
activities. 
Mr Brown also confirmed that this funding 
joins $16,500 funding recently awarded to the 
Kangaroo Valley Pioneer Settlement Reserve 
Trust from the NSW Community Building 
grants program. 
“The Trust is now in a better position to 
preserve its historic collection into the future, 
and this is a boost to the volunteers who have 
worked so tirelessly to make the Pioneer 
Settlement the attraction that it is today” he 
concluded. 
In accepting the welcome new Elaine Apperley 
on behalf of her hard working team of 
volunteers at the Park said “ How wonderful it 
is to have the finances to implement the 

Proposal to close the bridge  
I think most people accept the fact that our 
bridge needs fixing and the fixing it needs is 
major. (The issue of why it got broken and 
why it needs fixing is another battle, another 
letter.)  
To do these repairs, the bridge will need to be 
closed at some time or another.  
Those are the facts.  
However, with those imperatives, comes 
another...there absolutely must be a local 
traffic only alternative, while the bridge is 
closed, to get from this side (upper river) to 
that side (town) without needing to go via 
Robertson/ Macquarie Pass/Berry.  
Kids getting to school and people getting to 
work on the southern side of the river are two 
obvious issues.  
The RTA may suggest that if the bridge is 
closed between 9-3 pm for example, then kids 
and workers could go and come home outside 
these hours. However, not everyone works 
standard hours and there are many, many 
reasons why access to the other side is needed 

all day, every day. 
I won’t even touch on the impact to local 
business. Just as a resident there are 
innumerable problems associated with having 
the main artery of Kangaroo Valley severed.  
I know at least four residents (myself included) 
in the upper river area whose work requires 
them to go to and from town and/or Nowra 
during the day.  
What if kids get sick at school, how do we pick 
them up?  
How do parents on this side of the river get to 
school for assemblies, sporting events, tuckshop 
duty?  
How do artists and music groups visiting the 
school get through?  
How do residents on this side get to the doctor 
during the day?  
How do people on that side get to the tip or Jing 
Jos or Pioneer Farm? 
How does the ambulance and fire trucks get to 
this side if there is an emergency.  
How do we get our gas or other services 
delivered (my gas company only delivers to the 

valley on  a certain day in the middle of the 
day)?  
How do we get a plumber if the water pipes 
explode? 
No matter what time or days they close the 
bridge, these things will still be problems. 
Bottom line - they HAVE to provide an 
alternative for local residents. 
It seems to me the most logical place for this is 
the old Glenmurry Rd crossing of the river to 
connect with Upper River Rd.  
A temporary bridge, as used by the army, could 
be erected and the already existing roads could 
be graded and opened.  
This road would not be advertised to through 
traffic (what a great opportunity to start 
diverting heavy traffic away from the valley 
PERMANENTLY!) but service vehicles and 
clients of tourist operators could be advised of 
the alternative route and local residents would 
have a way to get from one side to the other, 
whenever they need to.   
It seems ludicrous that this isn’t a given.  
We need to make sure that it becomes one.      
                                                       Sarah Butler 

An alternative crossing must be provided 

$18,000 grant for Pioneer Museum Park 
necessary work to restore and ensure the future 
of the buildings at the Park. 
 

HOWEVER, 
1. We MUST use the money by December 
2010.  Work will commence July 1st. 
2. We DON'T have the finances to pay 
tradespeople to execute the work. 
3. We NEED volunteer labour to complete the 
work. The Trust will supply qualified building 
supervisors. 
We NEED to organise teams of three to four 
people on any day YOU can spare to do the 
necessary work. 
Please contact me any time” 
 

Elaine Apperley 
Phone/fax:  02-4465- 2026 
Email: elaine.apperley@bigpond.com 
Post:  P.O. Box 6164 Kangaroo Valley 2577 
 Good news for Mr Brown and Elaine Apperley   

Another win! Flashing lights for school crossing. 
The long delayed announcement by the RTA 
that flashing school zone signs will be 
installed at Kangaroo Valley Public School is 
welcome news even though the installation is 
still some months away. 
Deputy Mayor Gareth Ward commented “I 
congratulate the community for working so 
hard to achieve this long awaited result. We 
took up petitions, wrote letters and through 
community pressure ensured that the voice of 
common sense was heard.”  
During the last three years of this campaign, I 
simply couldn’t grasp why the NSW 
Government took so much convincing!  
Fog combined with a busy road and vehicles 
often unfamiliar with the area, was enough 
evidence to support parents, teachers and 
students in their calls for improved safety at 

Kangaroo Valley Public School. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the Public School P&C who 
worked so hard on this campaign.  
When I took this matter to Council on their 
behalf, we were unanimous in our support and 
I thank Mayor Paul Green and Shoalhaven City 
Council for their support of the Kangaroo 
Valley community.  
The local media for is to be commended for 
ensuring that this issue received the coverage it 
needed to ensure the safety and security of 
children, staff and parents at the school. 
It is important that as a community we 
continue to keep the State Government under 
pressure to ensure the announcement is 
followed through and lights are installed as 
soon as possible," Cr Ward concluded. 
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Can I help you 
Matt Brown MP  

can assist you with State matters and will 
be available 9.30 -10am  Monday  5 May, 

adjacent Pioneer Motel 
42321082 or kiama@parliament.nsw.gov.au  

Letters to the Editor (continued) 

The Editor, 
 
Children’s rights 
 
We live in a society that professes to care for its 
children but recent events in Kangaroo Valley 
lead me to doubt whether there is a genuine 
political will to give children the basic 
protections that we as adults enjoy. 
I welcome the recent announcement that finally, 
some extra protection, by means of flashing 
school zone lights, will be provided for the 
school children before the end of 2010. 
However, it has taken 15 years of campaigning 
by successive school  P & C’s and individual 
residents for the politicians to make an 

announcement for a school located on a major 
State road, situated on a bend and beset by fog. 
The recent cycleway/pathway amenity for the 
village has taken six years of campaigning and 
even then the community had to raise most of 
the initial money and provide all the labour. 
Shoalhaven City Council  has contributed a 
moderate amount, but its hands are tied because 
the State Government pegs rate increases and 
SCC has to cater for a growing population 
spread over 4650 square kilometres and 49 
towns and villages.  
The RTA, which advertises that it does provide 
funds for cycleways/pathways, has made 
miserly contributions.  
The bulk of its money  has only just been 
received ($10,000), when the project is nearing 
completion. 
It has been 40 years since seat-belts became 
compulsory in cars and more recently in bus 
coaches.  
But apparently school children travelling on 
school buses on foggy mountain roads are not 
considered to be important enough to be 
covered by State legislation!  
Let’s all demand that seat belts be fitted to 
school buses as a matter of urgency!  
Bus operators can be compensated for the 
expenses of installation by amendments to their 
contract price with the Ministry of Transport. 
At a national level the revelations of horrific 
sexual, physical and mental abuse of children 
by members of the institutions that were 
charged with their protection, over decades,  
further illustrates the hypocrisy  of our state and 
national institutions.  
Some powerful members of our important 
institutions apparently regard misguided loyalty 
to the institution as being more important than 
the neglected or abused children.  
Similiarly, misguided loyalty to a political party 
by its members when it is obvious children’s 
rights are being neglected, helps lead to these 
protracted periods of inaction by governments 
of all persuasions. 
It is our responsibility as adults to hold those in 
power accountable for their continued neglect 
of children in our society.             Bryan Barger. 

The Editor 
 
Confusion from simplicity 
 
Whilst I don’t profess to be an expert on 
planning law, I have been both amused and 
saddened at the way some in our community 
have attempted to entirely mislead residents in 
relation to Councillors actions over the Colys 
proposal.  
Whilst I have very serious concerns about the 
proposed development, what has been lost 
amongst the hysteria is the facts of what 
Council has done in relation to this proposal. 

Having read Council’s resolution, the motion 
carried seeks to engage independent consultants 
reports (with the consultants to be selected by 
Council in consultation with the local 
community) and then report back to the 
community before any further steps are taken. 
Nothing more nothing less!  
In spite of the claims of developments being 
approved and re-zonings gazetted and decision-
making power being handed to the NSW 
Government – nothing could be further from the 
truth – and what’s more its all on the public 
record – in Council’s minutes – for all to 
scrutinise.  
Whilst Council have suggested that the 
‘Gateway’ process could be employed – any  
re-zoning and/or DA would be subject to 
community consultation and public scrutiny.  
Whilst I have great difficulty supporting the 
concept plan proposed by Colys,  
I do believe in an informed debate.  
Council’s resolution does nothing except 
engage independent consultants so that we can 
have the facts and information necessary to deal 
with this proposal in a considered and sensible 
fashion.  
The conspiracy theorists contribute nothing but 
politically motivated anguish and personal 
animosity.  
To simply reject the Colys concept without due 
and proper process would have opened the door 
for a Land and Environment Court action – 
given the Courts track record on these matters, 
I’d rather Council control the carriage of the 
debate so that all concerned can be part of a 
considered, informed and consultative process.  
So let’s have the debate – but let the facts speak 
for us – rather than vitriol and rhetoric.  
I have no doubt that the facts will win the day! 

Jason Horton 

Apology 
Mayor Paul Green has pointed out that the 
yellow flier included in May’s “Voice” did not 
identify his support for the community in the 
voting on a rescission motion over the Colys 
rezoning/planning proposal in Kangaroo Valley. 
The KVTA, KVEG, KVCA apologises for this 
error and thanks him for his support. 

volume of traffic is on the road and the 
likelihood of accidents greatest, ie during the 
day.  
It also reinforces the need for an emergency 
access route into the Valley for ongoing 
reasons.                          

    Wendy Caird 
Kangaroo Valley Collections 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Dear Valley Community, 
This is a story that some may already be 
aware of, and others may not, but its 
impact affects everyone in the valley, its 
residents and future services of the valley 
community, and it could so easily have 
been one of us.  
We are all human, and all make mistakes. 
There was a doctor who delivered wonderful 
care to all his patients.  
He had a great future ahead of him in general 
practice, he was professional and gifted. Life 
was good. In 1995 he met a woman and fell 
madly in love with her, and made an ethical 
error that would come back to haunt him. 
His mistake was to fall in love with his patient, 
and commence into this relationship before she 
left his care. It was not something he thought 
would ever happen, but life is complicated at 
times, and love makes us do things we would 
never consider under normal circumstances.  
In 1998 they were married and apart from 
himself and his wife, this mistake, although 
unethical, had affected no one under his care 
either at the time or since the event.  
His care and commitment to all his patients was 
exemplary as he continued his career in general 
medicine. 
In December 2006, after eight years together, 
sadly, the marriage ended.  
In January 2007 (within weeks of the divorce) 
the doctors ex- wife wrote to the Medical 
Tribunal and reported that their relationship had 
commenced whilst she was still his patient.  
Their relationship had lasted for 10 years, yet 
this complaint was not made in those years 
together, and one would suspect they would 
never have come to light had the marriage 
remained a happy one. 
I am not condoning this professional error, and 
neither is Dr Bob. He admits it was wrong, and 
takes responsibility for his mistake.  
However, the potential decision by the Health 
Care Complaints Commission to remove Dr 
Bob from the medical register and stop a 
brilliant doctor working in a rural area when the 
shortage of rural doctors is a national dilemma, 
seems madness. 
No one died, nor was at risk from his unethical 
action. His action did not affect any other 
patients, and the only one it concerned was 
happy to remain quiet for 10 years, only 
deciding to report his error when their 
relationship came to an end.  
Obviously the complaint is valid as an ethical 
breach did occur, and once this complaint is 
made, the Health Care Complaints Commission 
is obligated to pursue it to a conclusion. We 
cannot interfere with this legal procedure, and 
we will have to wait until the end of June before 
we will know the penalty Dr Bob is to be given. 
The chance of him not being deregistered is 
small. The Complaints commission has been 
under scrutiny in the past few years relating to 
serious breaches of medical ethics and is not in 
a position to be compassionate. 
The advice from Dr Bob’s barrister is to cease 
his practice prior to the delivery of the penalty. 
This is good advice and there are legal reasons 

this has been given and that Dr Bob is following 
his barrister’s advice.  
In the long run it may be to his advantage, and 
also ours as a community. 
This quiet, friendly, valued and gifted doctor, 
who over the past three years has made his 
presence in the Valley an overwhelming 
success, will  stop practicing medicine and close 
his surgery permanently on the 28th May.  
He has no other option, and the Valley will once 
again be without a resident doctor. 
So what are we going to do about this?  
What can we do? We have one month before 
the tribunal gives out his penalty, and we will 
have to wait until this penalty is passed to know 
how we can or will move forward.  
There is the issue of medical services whilst Dr 
Bob is unavailable – some of his less regular 
patients may be able to wait out his month 
before they decide on what is best for them, 
seeking alternate Dr services if needed.  
Some of the patients may also have remained on 
their previous Dr’s list and can revert back 
temporarily to this service until an outcome is 
found.  The most vulnerable, the frail, chronic 
sick and children, who are no longer registered 
with any other GP are a major concern and their 
dilemma is whether to try and get registered 
with another GP again, which may prove to be 
difficult at such short notice, or use the 
ambulance service for access to hospital 
services, until some solution short term can be 
found for Valley services.  
However, initially I have contacted the NSW 
Medical Health Board, and also the Health Care 
complaints Commission and have been advised 
that community support in the form of letters, 
fax or e mails are of value to this case, and 
should be submitted to Dr Bob or myself to 
collate and to pass onto his legal representative 
for presentation.  
Do not think that these letters will stop a 
penalty  being  given, but it will highlight to 
the complaints commission just how valued Dr 
Bob’s services are, show them his practice and 
ethics are being upheld and how much he is 

respected in this 
small community 
and that this rural 
community needs 
his services.  
This solidarity and 
support is, at 
present, all we 
need to be giving, 
as too much too 
soon may 
jeopardise a 
sensitive and complex outcome. 
From this support, as a community, we may be 
able to ease or lesson the time of this 
deregistration and when Dr Bob reapplies to 
the commission to restart his practice, 
hopefully they will be empathetic and look 
favourably at his application and the speed in 
which he can rejoin his profession and the 
Valley returns to having a resident GP. 
A letter has already been sent to Matt Brown 
MP and also Joanna Gash MP to raise their 
awareness of:-  

• The plight of the Valley losing its GP 
and the possibility of its pharmacy, 
with all the other knock-on effects 
this will have to our community, and 
to the surrounding areas health care 
services.  

• Kangaroo Valley residents will need 
to seek alternative services and as the 
outlying towns practices are full and 
over stretched this loss will impact 
on these towns and their residents.  

• The local schools and tourism are 
seriously at risk, as are the elderly 
and frail, those who have no access 
to a car to reach outlying services,  

• Inappropriate use of our valued 
ambulance service will occur as sick 
residents have no alternative than to 
call 000 as no other services are 
available to them. 

(Continued on page 14) 

Your help is needed to preserve the Valley’s medical service 
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NEW WOMBAT BOBCAT. 5 TONNE IHI EXCAVATOR 
VOLVO TIP TRUCK, ROAD GRADER. ROLLER 

THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS COME also available, augers, trencher, rockbreaker, different sized buckets 

 
 

 

Owner operators 
GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE ON 
44 651 172 or mobiles 0408 534 019 or 0407 786 512 

Excavations, drainage, landscaping, small and narrow roads,  
(we have the ideal grader for these roads, dam cleanin. 

ALSO NOW SUPPLYING 
BUSHROCK from hand 

held sizes, to display sizes 
or for a large rock wall, or 

the small rock wall, maybe 
even rocking around your 

dam edge. 
Give us a call, this is  

OUR SPECIALITY. 

WE CAN CART roadbase, sand, soil, 
mulch, blue metal etc (13 tonne) 

KANGAROO VALLEY EARTHMOVING  
(ALSO TRADING AS KANGAROO VALLEY BOBCAT & TIPPER HIRE) 
ABN 24 427 N930 266 

When Mary and I came to Kangaroo 
Valley some thirty years ago to buy and 
run the K/V Newsagency and General 
Store, we had a young child of four and 
a half years and a six-week-old baby.  
At the time we worked seven days a week 
and from 6 am to 7 pm in the evening, 
Sundays were a little easier as we knocked 
of at 6 pm.  
We ran this enterprise for the next five years 
and then built and ran Trads Bistro, the only 
Restaurant (except for a dining room within the 
Pub) for the next eight years.  
In the mean time we were blessed with a third 
child. 
Why am I telling this story thus far?  
To that, in a moment, but first some facts. 
When we came to Kangaroo Valley the village 
consisted of mainly long-term local people, 
farming families certainly the majority.  
The population was quite small so we got to 
know almost every one very quickly.  
Within a fortnight of arriving I had been 
invited and joined the local Apex Club (who 
had earlier been motivators for building the 
village swimming pool).  
We very quickly integrated into the community 
and made many friends, some who are still in 
the valley to this day. 

As you will understand it was not easy to 
make a living from the village population, 

remembering that tourism was not  
yet established as it is today.  

So one had to be content to do well, but work 
hard for it.  
During that time my children went through our 
wonderful primary school over some fourteen 
years, we often lost a teacher in certain years 
due to falling numbers.  
At one time, we were to lose a librarian except 
for the very strong actions of the always, 
energetic P&C who made such a public fuss, 

Valley Views? 
the Education Department backed down. 
There were no B&B’s at all in those days and 
for many years only one, when Brian and Jan 
Ford opened a couple of rooms some years after 
we arrived.  

During this period we nearly lost both our 
Police Officer and our Ambulance Service 

but for the strength of this community  
and the Lions Club (formed some twenty 

years ago) who built the  
Ambulance and Community Centre  

with the help of this community.  
Let me add here that if you are not aware of 
what the Lions Club of K/V has done both in 
this valley and in Nowra at the Hospital, shame 
on you! 
There are of course a multitude of other things 
that have bloomed over the years.  
I instigated with Council, it must be fifteen 
years ago, a sewerage system for the village, 
which has been argued about since then.  
It appears that if there is no direct benefit, we 
don’t want it near us! 
So lets get to the point. I read in the Voice that 
some are saying to “leave the valley as it is”. 
What on earth does this statement say in all 
reality?  
Ask me (and I haven’t been asked for my 
opinion at all) whether in the last thirty years 
“has the valley changed”?  
There is only one word to describe it 
MASSIVELY!!!  
So how will it not change over the next few 
years? Is King Canute to visit us? 
There is now a plethora of B&B”S (11 at last 
count where the owners are permanent 
residents) and 97 self contained holiday lets 
(where there are absentee owners), all on 
subdivided land, a mass of new and renovated 
homes scattered about the valley mostly owned 
by people who have come here in the last 
twenty or so years.  
The people are diverse coming mainly (not all) 
from Sydney bringing with them a huge amount 
of talent and enterprise.  
The village and community are better for them. 

More eating places, fabulous celebrities coming 
to entertain us, arts of all types even a gallery, 
well organized fund raisers and the list goes on 
and on.  
This enterprise has opened up new 
opportunities for business people and workers 
of all kinds. 
However, there is a down side.  
I’ll be quite frank, I would not be able to buy 
into this valley on today’s ridiculous landand 
house prices, in some cases akin to Sydney’s.  
How has this happened?  
Simple, supply and demand, the valley has X 
amount of space, so unless you are very well 
heeled don’t bother.  
Even my own children have no chance (and 
bear in mind they grew up here).  
All the young people we trained all those years 
ago both in the Newagency and at the 
Restaurant, GONE.  
They don’t live here. They have been pushed 
aside by the life-styler’s and speculators who 
have come and gone over the years.  
This is of course happening elsewhere too, 
particularly in small villages close to Sydney. 
Let me be frank again in knowing what I know 
now.  

If I where a thirty some thing with small 
children who wanted to live, work and play 

in Kangaroo Valley, I would be a very strong 
advocate for affordable small block size land 
to build a reasonably priced house thereon. 

First homebuyers (our children) are being 
squeezed out of the market by high land prices. 
There are a number of factors causing this, the 
main being a lack of land supply, which has the 
effect of keeping prices higher than the real 
asset value.  
State Governments have not kept up with 
demand by holding back large tracts of land 
from development probably due to 
infrastructure costs and the lack of good 
planning. 
The following statement just about sums up 
Australia’s Housing problems. “Australia’s 
home shortage now totals about 200,000, 
according to government figures, as a growing 
population and a recovering economy spur 
demand, while supply remains hindered by a 
tangle of planning and building delays. ? 
The imbalance between rising demand and 
weak supply has pushed capital city home 
prices soaring 20 per cent in the year to March, 
according to ABS data”. 
I note with some interest the yellow circular 
attached to this month’s Voice, in particular the 
statement about senior accommodation and the 
fact that “we” should choose how this should 
happen and not a developer.  
We are not informed who would facilitate this 
multi-million dollar proposal, another 
developer?  
Common sense tells us that only a very large 
and experienced company could carry out such 
a proposal. 
It also stuck me that Council and for that matter 
State Government are Regulatory institutions 
and in a democratic society such as ours any 
one, a single person or corporation, can 
approach them and lodge a development 
proposal and it must be acted upon after the 
necessary fees have been paid.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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No doubt the developer in this case will take 
full advantage of their rights. 
Therefore it stands to reason that for any one 
who feels that the proposed development needs 
to be shaped in a particular way, would gain the 
biggest advantage by talking directly with the 
developer? 
It seems to me that the arguments used in the 
yellow sheet are weak in nature and reflect the 
same old rhetoric used by protestors all over the 
place and will have little weight in the long run. 
Rest assured Governments are looking for 
private companies to get them out of the 
housing mess and will look favourably on this 
type of development. 
We need a balance in our language and 
approach to this proposal and the community’s 
expectations on a realistic basis. 
Strong communities are made up of all socio 
economic levels, leave one out and one has an 
imbalance that may in time force an 
unfavourable outcome.  
We cannot hope to hog land and or the 
community for ourselves and not let others in, 
because progress has a habit of overtaking 

(Continued from page 8) 

“Our readers write” 
contributions always welcome 

inflexible influence. 
Best for us all to immerse ourselves in 
meaningful discussion with the people who will 
have the most authority to make decisions that 
produce an outcome that is both a compromise 
and a viable development that fits into this 

environment.  
Remember we do not own Kangaroo Valley; it 
belongs to Australia and Australians.  
Lets think of it that way and get the best result 
possible and an economic benefit at the same 
time for all.                                  Bruce Preston 

Valley Views? 

Competition in the Kangaroo Valley 
Show photographic section has always 
been vigorous.  
Each year visitors to the pavilion are 
delighted by an outstanding display of 
works by talented local photographers. 
It was a great year at the 2010 Kangaroo Valley 
Show for photographic exhibitor, Kylie 
Garstang, amateur Nowra photographer, who 
won both first prize in Class 13006 (Any Other 
Subject) and then Champion ribbon for Best 
Black and White Photograph for her wonderful 
photo of a peacock.  

Champion of Champions—South Coast and Tablelands 
a photographic success story from the KV Show! 

You may well recall Kylie’s stunning photo 
which so capably captured the beauty of this 
regal bird  
Kylie is quite new to photographic competition, 
with 2009 being her first year to exhibit at the 
Kangaroo Valley Show, so these two prizes 
represented a fantastic and unexpected 
achievement. 
Kylie’s success did not stop there, however. Her 
photo was now eligible for submission in the 
“Group 5” South Coast and Southern Highlands 
Champion of Champions competiton and 
Kylie’s peacock image once again took first 
prize.  
Kylie, who uses a digital camera, was delighted 
to take out this prestigious title.  

She is a self 
taught 
photographer 
who loves to 
take photos of 
people, 
animals and 
scenery and is 
continually 
honing her 
skills 
(obviously 
already well 
developed..she 
must be a 
natural!). 
Kylie is a 
member of the 
Shoalhaven  

Photography Club and regularly submits photos 
for critique by other members.  
She describes this opportunity as having been 
most helpful in fine tuning her work. 
Kangaroo Valley Show Society would like to 
extend their congratulations to Kylie for her 
great success.  
They also congratulate exhibitor Geoff Parsons 
who won Champion ribbon for Best Colour 
Photograph at our 2010 Show and whose work 
was also included in the Champion of 
Champions competition. 
It is a great privilege to have photographs of 
such a high standard entered in our local 
competition and for our Show to be so capably 
represented at the Group 5 level.  
At least eight other local shows entered photos 
in this competition, all the cream of the cream 
in their own competitions, so it is no mean feat 
to win. 
The Show’s photography section is under 
review for 2011 so we can bring yet another 
quality exhibition to Kangaroo Valley giving 
local photographers a terrific opportunity to 
showcase their talent.  
Again, well done Kylie, we look forward to 
viewing your 2011 exhibits with great 
anticipation!                            Cathy Gorman 
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Community Corner 
Country Womens Association  
Kangaroo Valley Branch 

VIEW CLUB  

Twenty people from as far away as 
Kiama, Adelaide and Gerringong 
attended the first of the Valley’s Biggest 
Morning Tea get togethers at Wombat 
Hill n Kangaroo Valley Rd. 
With donations from attendees plus others not 
able to attend we are able to donate a total of 
$439 this year to a great cause.   
People enjoyed meeting each other as well as 
walking around our garden full of autumn 
colour - a great morning.   
Hopefully the weather will be as kind for the for 
the Pioneer Farm function at the end of the 
month.                                            Trish Jessop 

This month the meeting was well 
attended and everyone had an enjoyable 
time. 
Our next meeting will be a lunch with a 
Scottish flavour as we celebrate the 
International Day.  
Members should bring a friend but this will not 
be a public meeting.  
Our Branch President, Gwen Nelson has 
promised that her grandson Felix will play the 
bagpipes for us as we eat our Cock-a-leekie 
soup and (maybe) some haggis!!! 
In August the Guest Speaker at the meeting will 
be Mr Dawes from The Leprosy Mission. 
Anyone interested in hearing him is welcome to 
come for a lunch of soup and sandwiches. 
Admission will be $6.00.  
There will be more information on this later. 
In October we hope to hold a street stall.  
It will be on the forecourt of Bill Lawson’s 
property next to the pub on the morning of 
October 2. 
It was good to be able to donate $76 to the 
ANZAC Day committee because so many 
people gave generously for the cups of tea and 
Anzac biscuits we served after the march and 
service. 
Thank you to all of those in the community who 
took part. 

Win Palmer 

The Australian Decorative and Fine 
Arts Society lecture for June is 
presented by Mr Michael Newton MA. 
Those interested in Archeology will not 
want to miss this interesting digital 
presentation.  
It is at the Berry School of Arts at 7.30PM. 
Cost to visitors is $20 which includes a light 
supper. The content of the lecture is as follows: 
In the 2nd century AD, Ephesus was the largest 
city in Roman Asia.  Boasting a population of 
approximately 300,000 it ranked fourth behind 
Rome,  Alexandria and Antioch.   
Its decline took a thousand years, and when the 
Crusaders entered Ephesus in 1300, the once 
great seaport was little more than a small 
village on a marshy plain.   
The millennium of Ephesus’ existence has left 
the largest collection of Roman ruins east of 
the Mediterranean.  Described as a jewel in the 
crown of the Roman Empire, an historian’s 
delight and an architect’s heaven, one cannot 
fail to be awed by the magnificence of what 
was once a great city of shining marble and 
untold riches. 

Members at our May luncheon were 
treated to not only a delicious lunch, but 
a thoughtful and inspiring talk from 
Rosemary Stanton.   
Rosemary spoke about the turns her career 
has taken, and how in many ways it has 
now come full circle.  
She started her professional life in the 
Department of Public Health, where she also 
began her long writing career, continuing to 
write from home after the birth of her first 
child. In 1973 she became involved in the 
Henderson Poverty Enquiry and came to realize 
how the very poor had no skills in cooking and 
nutrition and needed information that was 
directed to their needs rather than to academia, 
which is where all the texts of the day were 
directed.  
Following a year spent in Europe with her 
family, where she observed all levels of society, 
including children, eating healthily, she started 
advocating the Mediterranean diet, with its 
emphasis on vegetables, nuts, pulses and fish. 
Since then she has become involved in many 

ADFAS Lecture June 17 
Ephesus: the Glory of Rome in Turkey 

fields of research, most recently in the problems 
posed by the declining stocks of phosphorous in 
the world, particularly in Australia. Without 
phosphorous we cannot live, so we need to 
work on ways to preserve and recover this 
important resource. Plants require less 
phosphorous than animals, small animals less 
than large animals; therefore the more plants 
and small animals we eat the better, animals 
such as quails, rabbits and chickens. Plants and 
small animals are also more affordable than 
beef and lamb.  What is good for us is good for 
the planet. She is also a strong advocate of us 
getting out there and growing our own 
vegetables where possible – a great way to 
encourage children to have better diets. Thank 
you, Rosemary, for a really interesting talk 
Next month our guest speaker will be Bill 
Shields, who will be talking about “Money 
Matters”,  a very pertinent topic at the moment. 
 Please let Barbara Bloom know by the 
Wednesday before if you are not coming: 4464 
3808, 0417 290 397 or bloomfields182 
@bigpond.com.   
As usual we invite and welcome anyone who is 
interested to attend our meetings.  Please ring 
Margaret McLachlan, 4465 1946, for details. 

Jenelle Brangwin 
Publicity Officer 

Biggest Morning Tea— 
first at Bellawongarah 

Accommodation  
required urgently 

 
I have lived in the Valley for the 

past 22 years, but if I cannot find a 
house to rent soon, I will be forced 

to leave—and I do not wish to! 
 

If someone would like a solid 
tennant with impeccable 

references please give me a call. 
 

Virginia Nelson 
0409 826 656 

Wingecaribee WIRES  
Rescue number  

4862 1788 
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For Valley Voice advertising  
please phone  

44 651 621 

Flashing lights for school zone 
 

A victory at last! Kangaroo Valley Public 
School is getting flashing school zone lights! 
While they are not installed yet we have been 
assured that they will be soon.  
We are finally on the list for the next rollout.  
A big thank you to all our elected 
representatives at local, state and federal levels 
for taking up this cause on our behalf 
(democracy at work!) but a special thanks to 
our local councillor Gareth Ward and state 
member Matt Brown for their efforts in getting 
these lights for our children.  
Also a big thank you to Lucy Rodden and the 
P&C executive, Bryan Barger, the KV Road 
Action Group, all the parents and community 
members who signed petitions and wrote emails 
and letters and the local media for highlighting 
the issue.  
Well done everyone!   
 

Trivia 2010  
 

The date has been set for Trivia Night 2010: 
Saturday 11 September!  
So put that date in your diaries and stand by for 
news of this year’s theme and prizes!  
The school’s new library is finally finished and 
new books, paid for by funds raised at last 
year’s Trivia night, are currently being sourced 
and purchased.  
A big, big thank you to all the members of the 
community who come to our annual Trivia 
night and support the school through your 
generosity and spirit! 
 

Auditor 
 

Bruce Campbell has been the auditor of the 
P&C annual accounts for the last few years. 
Thank you so much Bruce, for all the time and 
effort you have put into this over the years. 
Unfortunately Bruce is leaving the valley and 
we are looking for a new auditor for next year 
and beyond.  
If there is anyone in the valley who would be 
willing and able to audit our accounts in 
January each year, please contact P&C 
Treasurer, Justine O’Reilly (4465 2087). 
 

School canteen 
 

We are always desperate for volunteers to work 
at the school canteen (Tuesdays from about 
9.30 am until 2 pm).  
Thank you to all those who have put up their 
hands to help but we still need more people… 
why don’t you volunteer with a friend and have 
a good catch up while making sandwiches and 
enjoying the sight of the valley children's sweet 
grinning faces staring at you over the counter.  
If there are any members of the community who 
would like to offer a day a term or even a day a 
year we would love to have you and would be 
eternally grateful.  

Our community website   
www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au has been a 
great plus for the Valley and for The Voice. 
It has meant that the wealth of information that 
we help circulate around our community each 
month in this printed journal can now reach 
many more people.   
The news items, events and regular columns 
have all proved popular with both locals and 
estranged Kangaroo Valley aficionados.   
The instant access to years of The Valley Voice 
archives has also been a popular feature. 

However the extra step of putting the 
information online has created an additional 
burden for our small but dedicated team @ The 
Voice so we are appealing for a little help 
from some dedicated community member.   
One to two days a month would be sufficient 
to ensure that all the information is posted 
online in a timely fashion. 

CAN YOU HELP?  All you need is access to 
the internet and basic computer skills and we 
will teach you all the rest.   

WANTED TO PURCHASE: 
METAL OR WOODEN SHED 

 
Approximate dimensions  

4m x 2m,  
but larger or smaller would do. 

 
I am happy to dismantle  

and remove. 
 

Please contact Chris 
Brangwin-  44651955 

Please contact the school if you are able to help 
out. 
The ARTS project 
 

Since the first round of the ARTS project and 
our fantastic exhibition at Jing Jos in 2009, the 
P&C’s ARTS project has continued bringing 
local artists into the school to work with the 
children and create wonderful art in many 
different forms and media.  
If there are any local artists who have a good 
idea and want to work with the lovely children 
of Kangaroo Valley, please contact Sarah Butler 
(4465 2632). 

KV Public School P&C full of new ideas, people and energy 
P&C Executive for 2010 
Ilse O’Reilly (President); Justine O’Reilly 
(Treasurer); Sarah Butler (Secretary); Lucy 
Rodden, Kate Britton (Vice-Presidents).  
A big thank you to the outgoing executive for 
all their hard work, especially our 2009 
President Lucy Rodden and Vice-Presidents 
Bianca Murphy and Jo Stirling. 

Our monthly P&C meetings are usually held 
on Monday afternoons and everyone – 
parents and community members - are 
welcome to attend and get involved!  
Please contact Sarah if you want more 
information.  

Updating a website can be quite fun and 
sometimes addictive…  Why not give it a go? 
 

Please call Carl on 44 651 621  
for extra information. 

Avid readers – help needed 
for community website 
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19  May and 
a committee 
was elected 
for the 
coming year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome 
and thank 
you to the 
2010 
committee. 
President:  Courtenay Russell 
Vice President: Simone O’ Halloran 
Secretary: Bruce Martin 
Treasurer: Lynn Robinson 
Committee members: Cathy Barker, Lisa 
O’Neill, and Miffy Llewellyn.  
Amazing Miffy has taken on the special sub 
committee role of Fund Raising Co-Ordinator 
once again! 
Thanks to everyone who supports the pre 
school and keeps it a vibrant learning centre for 
the children of Kangaroo Valley. 

Preschool News 
The cooler weather is here and our 
playground trees have turned to their 
beautiful autumn colours.  
We have been painting under our maple 
tree, making beautiful art works using 
reds, browns oranges and yellows.  

It was fun to 
experiment mixing 
the colours at the 
easel as we worked 
to create our own 
new autumn tones.  
The children were 
so interested in 
mixing colours at 

the easel we set up other 
activities to try this out.  
We used our hands and 
fingers to mix different 
coloured powder paints into 
shaving cream and corn 
flour mix to feel different 
textures and observe how 
colours blend. (We 
discovered that all the 
primary colours mixed 

together make brown!) 
The fallen autumn leaves have been raked and 
collected by the children to mulch our garden. 
The autumn weather has inspired lots of 
learning this year! 
Prac student Rachelle Potter has been at pre 
school over the last two weeks completing part 

of her course, 
Certificate 3 in 
Children’s 
Services.  
Thank you for 
your 
contributions to 
our pre school 
programme 
Rachelle! 
 

The winter dance 
“Cirque de 
Valley” will soon 
eventuate! June 
12 is the date.  
The Kangaroo 

Valley Hall (magnificently transformed into a 
circus tent) is the place. 6.30 pm is the time. 
Come along and enjoy this fantastic event.  
Tickets are available at the Pre school and 
Kangaroo Valley Woodcrafts.  
Event information including an event 
programme and lists of silent and live auction 
items is available on line at 
www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au   
Follow the links to  events - Winter Dance.  
 
The children have been making beautiful art 
works to decorate the hall as well as hand 

printed 
paper bags 
for the big 
event. 
Look out 
for them at 
the dance!  
 
The Pre 
School 
AGM was 
held on 
Wednesday Painting under 

the tree 

Alex and Jodi hand painting 

Alexia and Kiah , mixing colours  
in shaving cream 

Evan the artist! 

Mulching the garden 

Collecting the autumn leaves 

Above:Mixing paint Below: Livia’s Autumn art 
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got to ‘know’ well 
and that seemed to 
accept him.  
Peter thought his 
nightly explorations 
were as secret as the 
lives of the wombats 
he was recording, 
but in a small 
boarding school it is 
not easy to keep 
anything secret for 
long. The 
headmaster and 
science master were 
well aware of his 
excursions 
underground, and it 
says a lot for the school that he was allowed to 
continue. At the end of his time at Timbertop 
he wrote a scientific paper, which won a 
statewide Science Talent Quest run by the 
University of Melbourne. For years this was 
considered to be the best study ever done on 
wombat burrows. Many years later, Peter’s 
story was told in the introductory chapters of 
James Woodford’s book, The Secret Life of 
Wombats, but when we were at Timbertop he 
was still very much one of the more recent 
legends of the school.  
I can’t imagine crawling down a wombat hole; 
I’m quite content to watch them in their 
muddle-headed meanderings on the surface. 
Are they muddle-headed? James Woodford 
thinks not and I’m sure Jackie French would 
agree with him. This well-known children’s 
author has written two delightful stories of 
wombats, Diary of a Wombat and Baby 
Wombat’s Week, in which she uses actual 
observations of some of the hilarious escapades 
of wombats on her own property. Ours up here 
seem a little more staid. Maybe I’m just not 
observing them with quite the right eye. 
However, even though they blunder stubbornly 
wherever they want, I would hate it if they 
weren’t here. So wombats, enjoy your haven. 
After all, it was yours long before we came 
along. 

Reflections 

by Jenelle Brangwin 

 
We welcome contributions  

from our readers. 
on all manner  
of subjects to  

 

thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
 

 

KANGAROO VALLEY PHARMACY 
               SHOP 2 / 162 MOSS VALE RD. 

       PH. (02) 4465 2772     FAX (02) 4465 2773 
 

OPEN 6 DAYS: MON-FRI 9 am to 5 pm  
SAT 9 am to 1 pm 

 

        For all your Prescriptions and all Pharmaceutical Requisites.  
 NATIO (Natural Australian Beauty) COSMETICS 

 
Tired of misplacing your scripts..... 

We can take care of your prescriptions in our filing system.  
 

 See us about the Webster-pak System that sets out all tablets and capsules in 
blister packs for each time of the day, for each day of the week. 

 COME IN AND SAY HELLO TO JAN & DAN COLE  
AT YOUR   PHARMACY 

Wombat Hill, Wombat Grange, Wombat 
Heaven; judging by some of the 
property names around here, this Valley 
is an absolute haven for wombats, and 
we all know that that is the case.   
I’ve heard many visitors say it should be 
named Wombat Valley rather than by its 
current name.  

But that doesn’t quite have the same lilting ring. 
No, I don’t think that would be right and 
anyway, I think the increasing numbers of 'roos 
and wallabies in the Valley could well give 
wombats a run for their money. 
Most of us are very fond of the myopic, furry 
creatures.  I can remember being thrilled when 
we first saw them wandering around our place.  
However our enthusiasm was somewhat 
tempered when they began digging under the 
house, scaring us out of our wits when they 
started scratching noisily on the foundations in 
the middle of the night.  I thought someone was 
trying to saw down the house! They dug under 
the concrete borders we constructed around the 
vegetable garden; they dug up the pipes that 
Chris had recently buried. They crash through 
the gully in front of the house on nightly 
pursuits of passion, sending the horses racing 
off to quieter parts of the paddock. They get 
mange and then they smell; they leave 
uninvited calling cards in the most inconvenient 
places. Yet despite all this they remain 
unapologetically lovable. 
My first experience with wombats was many 
years ago when we were living at Timbertop, 
the “Glengarry” of Geelong Grammar, down in 
the Victorian Alps near Mount Buller. Next 
door to us lived the science teacher, David, a 
great lover of wombats.  At that time he was 

Wombat haven looking after a baby one, which spent most of 
its day standing between David’s empty 
gumboots. When David stepped into them he 
would follow behind; when David left them 
there he stayed.  I’m not sure whether he had 
bonded with David or the boots. 
A few years before we had arrived at 
Timbertop, there had been a student who was 
even more obsessed with these marsupials.  
One of the great things about Timbertop was 
that the boys could work independently on 

projects that interested 
them, and this 
particular boy, Peter, 
had commenced a 
study of wombats that 
was to become a 
milestone in scientific 
research. He would 
steal away from his 
dormitory during the 
night, searching for 
wombats and their 
burrows; he wanted to 
discover what 
wombats actually did 
down there 
underground. Over the 
course of the year he 
explored and mapped 
dozens of tunnels, 
wriggling forward on 

his arms and knees, letting out a ball of twine so 
that he could find his way back.  
Of course, inevitably, one night he ended face 
to face with a large wombat lying on its nest. 
Who was more shocked or frightened is hard 
to say, but incredibly the wombat accepted 

the boy’s presence.  
Peter returned to this burrow and several others 
time and time again, observing the wombats and 
recording all that he found, even measuring 
their tunnels. It was not only during the nights 
that he made these trips; there were several 
times during the day when he was free to slip 
away into the bush. He would spend an hour or 
more just sitting and observing a particular 
animal, and there were a few that he actually 
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It seems, we are at present, under constant 
attack from the RTA, re the bridge closure and 
from the Colys development proposal, but we 
are a fighting community and on both of these 
we have slowed down the steamroller effect, 
and have established a consultation, which 
was not going to happen had we not stood 
united, and used our resources to get some 
recognition for all the people who live and 
work and love this Valley.  
We took on the raising of the Tallowa Dam 
issue and stopped it going ahead. 
We are a great community; we are small and 
we stand loyal to all our residents and workers 
who keep this valley ticking over.  
We welcome new people into our haven, and 
are grateful when we acquire someone who 
can, and has, made such an enormous 
difference to the medical services within this 
community, who has complemented the 
wonderful ambulance service we also fought 
for and won. 
We are a strong community that have often 
taken on councils, RTA’s, Education and 
politicians when they have, in our opinion not 
acted fairly and whose actions impact upon our 
small and much treasured community to its 
detriment.  
We have won many of these battles by using 
the many professionals and talent within our 
residents to fight our cause, plus sheer 
volume of supporters. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Valley 
Medical  
emergency 

How wonderful it has been to have a resident 
GP, who makes house calls to the sick and frail.  
How different it has been to have a doctor 
within five minutes of the primary school and 
Scots boys, so when accidents happen, or 
infections suddenly appear, they are treated 
quickly and effectively, without a long journey 
to the casualty depts. in Nowra or the 
Highlands, where often we have waited for five 
hours to be seen, as there is nowhere else for us 
to go.  
How refreshing it is to have a doctor who 
knows us as his friends as well as his patients, 
which enables him to deliver holistic care rather 
than just treating physical symptoms.   
A  compassionate doctor who is supportive and 
honest in his bedside manner.   
How privileged are we are to have a  familiar 
face every time we visit the surgery and not see 
a different doctor every time we go.   
How lucky we are to be able to call the surgery 
and almost always get an appointment within 
the same day or the following one. 
With the arrival of Dr Bob Sims in the Valley it 
enabled the community to support the need for a 
pharmacy, long waited for and so wonderful to 
have. How convenient to have them side by side 
for those scripts we want processed.  
No more waiting days for a run to Nowra from 
the old newsagents, who kindly offered this 
service in lieu of nothing else being available 
for the elderly frail to get their repeat scripts. 
The impact of this dreadful news for Dan and 
Jan Coles is huge and they must be very worried 
about the loss of potential business for them at 
the pharmacy.  
We do not want to lose this facility as well, and 
must continue to use this service whilst we are 
fighting to re instate a doctor service.  
We need our local GP. We need a pharmacy. 
I am asking you, the Valley community, to rise 
up and fight for your right to have a GP service. 

Cleaning 
Berry Best  

Property Services 
Serving Wollongong to Sussex Inlet  

Including Kangaroo Valley 

“When only the Berry Best Will Do” 
 

Phone KIM 
4464 2688 or 0425 809 797 

 

* Domestic * Commercial 
* Holiday rentals * End of Lease 

* Builders/ Renovation cleans 
 

References available 
Fully Insured 

Free Quotes available 
berrybest@bigpond.com 

 

PO Box 52 Gerringong NSW 2534 
74 Borrowdale Close, Berry, NSW 2535 

To find a way forward in this matter, to enable 
this rural and often isolated area regarding 
services, to be given back their very 
professional, well liked and competent GP and 
to reinstate his license to practice within a short 
time span. 
E mail or write your support of Dr Bob and 
send them to doctorbob1950@yahoo.com.au 
or myself, lynobern@bigpond.com  or   
PO Box 6041 KV 2577.  
If you would like a template to follow, e mail 
me or call me on 44 651 391 and remember, 
this letter is about how we need doctor Bobs 
services, the impact of losing him to the 
community, his professionalism and proficiency 
as a doctor; NOT about telling the tribunal 
how to do their job, as this is not going to 
assist our cause. 
Don’t sit back and think it will done by others, 
do this for yourselves, your families, your 
grandchildren, parents and anyone who may 
suddenly need the service of a good doctor fast.  
How bad will it be when we have to return to 
the way it was – no resident GP, possibly no 
pharmacy, long waits to be seen, long waits in 
casualty. 
Do we want to go back to travelling over the 
mountain for every script and treatment, and 
have to return to booking appointments weeks 
in advance and waiting for hours in the doctor’s 
surgery waiting room?  
Or waiting for once a week visits only, which 
may not coincide with our sickness levels,or 
driving your sick and feverish child already 
distressed over the mountain to access the 
doctor available. 

Don’t let this happen without a fight! 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL GP.  

Or LOSE HIM.  
GET WRITING!! 

 
Lyn Obern 

The Value of Learning in the 
outdoors in Kangaroo Valley  
Recently a feature article appeared in the 
Sydney Morning Herald entitled, “Children 
respond to call of the wild”.  
This article addressed the issue of the outdoor 
environment in relation to the development of 
a child, and I quote: 
“Outdoor education is often mistakenly 
confused with physical education or 
development, which is the care and 
development of the body. Outdoor education 
takes a more holistic approach to education, 
encompassing leadership, risk management, 
problem solving and personal development… 
Outdoor education enables individuals to 
connect with nature, with other people, and 
with themselves. Associate Professor Tonia 
Gray, from the University of Wollongong, 
says: "We should be inspiring a sense of 
wonderment in our students, but many 
parents instill a fear of nature and the 
outdoors - clearing a path through it by 
killing every spider or insect in their way." 

(Continued on page 21) 

Glengarry  
news 
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We hear of sports men and women 
representing Australia in the 
International arena but not so much 
about our gifted academics.  
Not that Dominique Tynan cannot hold her 
own in the sporting fields for she is a top 
class athlete at Nowra Anglican College, 
but it is in the field of Science that she has 
been awarded a golden opportunity.  
Earlier this year Dominique attended the 
National Youth Science Forum in Canberra 
together with 450 students selected by local 
Rotary Clubs throughout the nation.  
That was an exciting twelve-day residential 
program and gave this talented student an 
insight into the varied possibilities of a career in 
Science at the completion of her Year 12 
studies.  
Imagine her delight at being selected from this 
elite gathering to attend the Canada Wide 
Science Fair.  
Together with five other students, she 
represented Australia at the prestigious event 

A remarkable young Valley lady 
staged at St Peterborough, Ontario from May 14 
to May 30. 
This Fair is indeed a meeting of young minds, 
to discuss how the youth of the world can use 
their ideas and aspirations to contribute to future 
global scientific knowledge and research.  
At Trent University Dominique will had the 
opportunity to meet people who share the same 
passion, create international connections and 
contribute her own presentation on Science in 
Australian Schools.  
This is seen by the organisers as a chance for 
students to develop themselves personally and 
learn about different cultures and career 
opportunities available globally.  
Dominique attributes this passion for Science to 
the encouragement and tuition she has received 
from her teachers at Nowra Anglican College 
and is grateful for the school’s financial support 
for this venture.  
The Rotary Club in Berry, The Zonta Club of 
Berry and Manildra, Nowra contributed 
generously to the expenses of the two weeks 
trip and further assistance was sought from the 
community to raise the necessary $9,500. 

By the time this story goes to press Dominique 
will have returned from Canada and we look 
forward to her comments on this exciting 
adventure.    

Joan Bray 

On Saturday  May 8, Kangaroo Valley hosted 
the world premiere of ‘WHO IS GODOT?’ 
What unfolded before us in this two-man, two-
act drama was electrifying.  
Written by Sean Kramer, who is one of 
Australia’s premier comedians, actors and 
writers and has been performing on stage, film 
and television and writing for more than forty 
years. Sean now resides in Kangaroo Valley has 
written this wonderful drama full of emotion, 
tension and mystery interspersed with witty 
humour. 
The full-house audience was enthralled by two 
excellent performances by Sean Kramer (left) 
and Lance Brown (right) under the direction of 
Gina Myers-Brown. Lance’s 20 year stage 

experience has mainly been musical theatre 
performance, directing and as a singer – cabaret 
artist. Lance is also a resident of the valley and 
is a part-time leadlight-glass artist. Gina’s 
direction, produced tight, well-balanced scenes, 
that captivated the audience in this thought 
provoking drama. 
The stage setting was minimalistic, accentuating 

the rawness 
of the 
secret 
detention 
facility 
interior and 
added to 
the 

desperate situation the characters were 
immersed.   
This is a must see for audiences who appreciate 
quality drama. ‘Who Is Godot?’ is about two 
men who are thrown into a secret detention 
facility. The tension builds as they both 
tentatively try to discover their identities. Why 
are they there? Where do they come from? 
What do they have in common?. 
But the biggest question….What, where or 
WHO IS GODOT? 
Future performances are proposed, but to be 
confirmed, at Nowra Players’ Bomaderry 
Theatre, Mittagong Playhouse Theatre and 
Milton Theatre - SUPPORT LIVE THEATRE! 

Dave Williamson 

‘Who is Godot’ - World premiere success for locally written play 

V & A.K. Winch 
Rural Contractors 

Over 25 years industry experience 
 

*          All forms of rural fencing          *      Enclosed gardens 
*          Slashing—Spraying                      *      Bridges and jetties 
*          Stables & day sheds                   *      Cattle yards and horse arenas 
*          Property management               *      Vineyards 
*          Rural consultancy                       *      Water carting 
*          Chem Cert accredited 
 

 

Vincent 0427 898 863 
Sean 0458 233 699 
Ph: 02 4465 1448 

 

ABN 890 440 920 83 
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Community Corner  
Human interest stories, 
news and happenings  

from our  
Kangaroo Valley 

churches 
 

Kangaroo Valley Post Office 

The Church of the Good Shepherd 
 
Being in community is a very important 
part of life.  
In the Valley we have a marvellous 
community spirit that makes life here 
really special.  
Unfortunately there are people in our wider 
community in the Shoalhaven who don’t have 
it so good. 
Sometimes they’re from troubled family 
backgrounds or elderly with not much to live 
on or disadvantaged in some other way.  
At our May 30 services we donated our entire 
Sunday offertory giving from both services to 
Anglicare in our region.  
Anglicare do a great job in the Shoalhaven to 
tirelessly help those less fortunate than us. 
On the topic of disadvantaged people, in our 
Sunday services we’ve been looking at the 
book of Ruth in the Old Testament.  
Ruth was a young widow who gave up the 
chance to secure her financial future with 
another husband to follow God and care for her 
destitute mother-in-law Naomi instead in a 
foreign land. God honours Ruth’s faith in him 
and by the end of her story we see God 
provides for all her needs (even a good 
husband!).  
God cares for people who put their trust in him 
today! ‘And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his 
purpose’ (Romans 8:28).    
Finally, our volunteer scripture teachers have 
started again for the next school term.  

We are very grateful for the opportunity to 
share the good news and life of Jesus at school 
with the kids whose parents have allowed them 
to be part of ‘protestant’ scripture.  
Bob Dunn (a former principal of KVPS), Di 
Nelson and Mary Preston have enthusiastically 
taught scripture to children for well over 10 
years together.  
They love caring and praying for all the 
children they teach! 

Grace and peace, Andrew Paterson      
 
From the  
Community at St Joseph's. 
 
We have come to the conclusion of 
Eastertide for this year.  
We considered the implications of the Rising of 
Christ from the dead from the Scriptures each 
Sunday for the 50 days that lead to the Feast of 
Pentecost.  
During this time Brendan O'Connell and Kim 
Fury were married in the Church with Fr Paul 
Gurr O.Carm. as celebrant. 
Maya Altramiranda and Riley John Duncan 
were baptised.  
On the Feast of the Lord's Ascension Joshua 
Luke Jones was received into full communion 
with the Church.  
He will marry Sarah Hill at a Nuptial Mass in St 
Patrick's Berry on 29 May. 
The six communities of the parish hosted a 
dinner for the clergy at the Nowra Golf Club 
Wednesday 19 May.  
It was much appreciated. 
Fr Ronan is to direct a retreat at the Jamberoo 
Abbey for eight Deacons preparing for 
Ordination to the Priesthood from 26 May to 5 
June.  
There will be no weekday Masses at St Joseph's 
during that time. 
Four of our children will receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation at St Michael's Church in 
Nowra on 5 June with Bishop Peter Ingham 
presiding.  
Others are preparing for their First Holy 
Communion later in the year. 
A thought from the Sermon on the Feast of the 
Ascension: 
In His Ascension the Risen Lord rose up above 
the clamour of our waring world to return into 
the peace and quiet of Paradise.  
And here is our secret.  
We can join Him there in our prayer. St Paul 
wrote: ‘in union with Christ Jesus, (God) has 
raised us up with Him to be with Him in the 
heavenly world’ (Eph 2:6).  
In prayer we are able to move through ‘the 
cloud of unknowing’, come into His 
presence, see Him ‘as through a glass darkly’ 
and rest with Him in the eternal silence of God. 

Pentecost Blessings, Ronan. 

A group of 40 year old girlfriends 
discussed where they should meet for 
lunch.   
Finally, it was agreed upon that they 
should meet at the Ocean View restaurant 
because the waiters there had tight pants 
and nice buns. 
 
10 years later at 50 years of age, the group 
once again discussed where they should 
meet for lunch.  
Finally it was agreed that they should meet 
at the Ocean View restaurant because the 
food there was very good, the wine 
selection was good also and the waiters 
were cute. 
 
10 years later at 60 years of age, the group 
once again discussed where they should 
meet for lunch.  
Finally it was agreed that they should meet 
at the Ocean View restaurant because they 
could eat there in peace and quiet, the 
restaurant had a beautiful view of the 
ocean and the waiters were sweet boys.  
 
10 years later, at 70 years of age, the group 
once again discussed where they should 
meet for lunch.  
Finally it was agreed that they should meet 
at the Ocean View restaurant because the 
restaurant was wheel chair accessible, they 
even had an elevator and the waiters were 
kindly.  
 
10 years later, at 80 years of age, the 
group once again discussed where they 
should meet for lunch.  
Finally it was agreed that they should meet 
at the Ocean View restaurant because they 
had never been there before.   
 

Submitted by a caring, thoughtful reader 
  
 

The times…. 
they are a changing 

K. V. Markets 
 

 

Dates until the end of 2010 
 

12 June 2010 
10 July 2010 

14 August 2010 
11 September 2010 

9 October 2010 
13 November 2010 
11 December 2010 

Stationery 
 

$4.99 ream June only 
 

 

Cards 

Think 
globally 
Transact 
locally 
 

Bendigo 
Bank 
 

CBA 
 

NAB 
 

St George 
 

IMB 
 

Illawarra 
C.U. 
 

Teachers 
C.U. 
 

Police C.U. 
 

Visa Cr 
 

Mastercard 
Cr 
 

+ 70 more 
financial 
institutions 

Coach crash on Barrengarry 
Moss Vale Road at Barrengarry was closed 
to traffic for several hours on the evening of 

June 14 when there was a fatal accident 
involving a bus load of carers on their way  

to a weekend in the Valley. 
The bus driver was killed and several 

passengers critically injured as the coach 
plunged off the road into a steep ravine. 
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I have just spent the most wonderful 10 
days at the Royal Easter Show courtesy 
of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
NSW.   
I was wined and dined and accommodated in 
fine style but it is Kangaroo Valley that I have to 
thank. 
I have recently moved to North Queensland 
after spending 23 years of my life living and 
working in and around Kangaroo Valley.  
I grew up on 12 acres and as such am not a 
farmer’s daughter, but I have a passion for 
agriculture and I just wanted to take time to 
thank some people of Kangaroo Valley for 
helping me along the way and assisting me to 
get where I am today.   
From a young age in Kangaroo Valley, my 
sister Ailie and I were encouraged to attend, and 
become involved in, the local agricultural show.  
Whether it was painting a picture for the art 
section, baking a cake, making vegetable 
people, competing in the lego section, the 
Friday bike races, the iron person, hay stacking, 
pet show or watching the wood chop, we always 
had something to do with the show.    
My parents were also involved at the grass roots 
level and I believe this is where my enthusiasm 
began.  
I attended high school at Chevalier College and 
my agriculture teacher was family friend and 
current A&H (Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society) president, Dave Kent.   
He sparked my passion for agriculture and got 
me involved with the Show Cattle team through 
his dedication and hands-on instruction.  
Through this I was able to “break-in” steers, 
learn how to parade them for a judge, prepare 
them for competition, learn how to judge cattle 
by sight and it gave me skills of responsibility 
and leadership.   
I also earned the right to compete at local shows 
around the district and at the Sydney Royal 
Easter Show.   
Many of my friends were involved as well and 
there is a certain satisfaction one gets from 
taking a crazy un-broken animal, working with 
it day after day, and seeing it finally as a quiet 
animal worthy of a ribbon.  
During and after school I continued my 
enthusiasm for agriculture by working at a local 

Kiri in 2001 practising in the paddock with 
Wattamolla Philip 

From Kangaroo Valley to Farm Cove Sydney 
dairy farm, studying at Sydney University and 
overseas for an Animal Science degree and now 
working as a Beef Extension Officer in Far 
North Queensland.  
Kangaroo Valley is a wonderful place for 
anyone that is fortunate enough to live in it and 
we should never take for granted that we lived 
there at one time, are now, or will in the future. 
Growing up in a place like Kangaroo Valley 
gives you a sense of community spirit and there 
are so many people who volunteer in various 
organisations and give their time to make it a 
better place.  
Working in community organisations can be a 
fulfilling role and gives you skills for life.   
Until recently, friends and I were stewards for 
the cattle section at the show every February.  
We took over from the older generation wishing 
to take a back seat in the Show Society and it 
provided us with the ability to speak with many 
different people and learn skills that we still use 
today.  
It was a wonderful time and I definitely believe 
we got more out of it than we ever put in, and it 
was fun!  I hope to return next year! 
The A&H in the Valley also gave me the 
opportunity to apply for the Royal Agriculture 
Society of NSW Rural Achievers Competition. I 
was fortunate to be chosen as a finalist and as I 
mentioned earlier, I recently attended and 
represented Kangaroo Valley A&H Society as a 
finalist at the Sydney Royal Easter Show.   
I was accommodated at the Ibis (not sleeping 
above the cows as I had done previously - and 
Dave Kent still does!) and was at the Show for 
10 fantastic days.   
I participated by stewarding livestock events, 
met industry representatives and leaders, had 
fun with fellow youth in Agriculture and was 
able to access a greater understanding of the 
NSW Agriculture industry and the important 
role it plays in so many people’s lives. We may 
not realise that we are linked to agriculture, but 
whether or not we play a primary role in 
farming, the truth is we all need farmers.  
If we let ourselves forget where our food comes 
from and the people who work so hard day after 
day to produce such a high quality product, then 
we run the risk of forgetting both our heritage 
and an integral part of the Australia that we all 
know and love.   
During my time at the show I was fortunate to 
see the birthplace of agriculture in NSW and 
Australia at Camden and attended a function at 
Government House in Farm Cove Sydney to 
meet with the Governor of NSW.   
That was a personal highlight for me as my 
great great grandfather was Sir John Robertson, 
a premier of NSW on five occasions and best 
remembered for land reform.   
His statue graces the Domain near the Art 
Gallery of NSW and the town of Robertson is 
named in his honour.   
I also took a tour through Parliament House and 
learned from people, who have a passion and 
enthusiasm for the industry, about where we are 
headed and the challenges we face.   
One of the biggest challenges we face is getting 
more young people into agriculture and losing 
the connection we once had with the land and 
how our food is produced.  

Kangaroo Valley itself plays an important role 
in agriculture.   
It has a long history of dairying, which still 
continues today and we need to make sure we 
don’t forget the importance of these producers 
both in the community of Kangaroo Valley and 
the wide world.   
There are also an increasing number of niche 
market enterprises within Kangaroo Valley, 
such as olives, alpacas, vineyards and small 
beef breeds, which all play just as important a 
role in wider agriculture.  
Sometimes we underestimate the role of the 
A&H Society in today’s world, in showcasing 
agriculture, but maybe we should all take some 
time and remember how important it is to us 
now and in the future, especially as more of us 
lose those close ties to food production.  
Kangaroo Valley is an agricultural area and we 
need to make sure we remember those who are 
contributing to Australian Primary Industries. 
We all love the Show and I would urge you to 
get involved and give some time to the A&H 
Society to make sure we can continue to teach 
the wider community about agriculture to 
ensure we keep that connection with our 
history. 
I know personally I have gained so much from 
my association with the A&H Society and from 
being given a chance by Garth Chittick and his 
family who employed me as a dairy hand.   
So I would like to say “thanks” for everything 
that has been given to me.   
I would also like us all to think about the quote 
written above one of the district exhibits at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show next time we 
wonder whether agriculture plays a vital part in 
our life:   
 
“Art feeds the mind, Farmer’s feed the future.”

  
  

Kiri Broad 

Kiri Broad at 2010 Sydney Royal Easter Show 
representing Kangaroo Valley A & H Society 

with President David Kent 
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2010 is the 25th year of The Braille Music 
Camp run by Ian Cooper AM and Roma 
Dix, together with their core of teachers 
and transcribers.   
The Camp was started to give musically 
interested blind musicians an opportunity 
to learn the Braille code of music.   
Ian, Roma and their team give their service 
voluntarily to help students learn and improve 
their Braille music skills. 
At the camp, students make friends and find 
role models.   
These friendships stay with them all their lives.  
The common interests of music, high standards 
of teaching and superb facilities of Frensham, 
keep them coming back every year. 
Some former students now volunteer as young 
staff members, assisting both musically and in 

Silver anniversary for the Braille Music Camp 
domestic chores.   
All enjoy making music together, and the 
culmination of each camp is a combined concert 
at the end of their week in residence at 
Frensham.   
Volunteers and students pay their own 
accommodation costs, offered at minimal level 
by Frensham.   
All the music facilities of the School are 
available for the activities of the Braille Music 
Camp. 
This year offers another opportunity on Friday 
July 2 to experience how independent the 
visually impaired can be when they develop 
their skills - from hard work, cooperation and 
the realization of their musical talents.  
The organisers’ on-going need is to subsidize 
airfares of students coming from interstate.  
Each student pays $140 towards the fare, 

regardless of distance.   
As it is a national camp, they feel it is essential 
for each student to have an equal opportunity to 
attend.    

Friday July 2, at 7.30pm 
 Clubbe Hall, Frensham Campus, 

Mittagong  
 
Editor’s note; In recent years there has been a 
substantial Kangaroo Valley presence at this 
unique concert, between 40 and 50 Valleyites 
make the short trip to Mittagong to be 
marvellouslly entertained by this enthusiastic 
and talented group of musicians. 
It is an awe inspiring occasion of a remarkably 
high standard performance. 
Application forms are available at Kangaroo 
Valley Post Office or you can ring Derek Lucas 
of Operation Challenge on 44 651 222 

The energetic Committee researching 
the history of Wattamolla and Woodhill 
area from the 1860s is progressing well 
and we are uncovering lots of interesting 
information about the area and the 
lifestyles of the early settlers.  
Listed below are the names of those pioneers 
about whom we are still seeking information.  
If you can help please ‘phone Joan Bray –
44651851 or e-mail –joanbray@bigpond.com.  

Wattamolla –Woodhill research project going well 
William Brandon, James and R Clark and 
William Clark, William Conway, the Colley 
family, Robert Cranston, Robert and TJ Erwin, 
Edward Mc Nab, Alex Freeborn, Patrick 
Guihen, William Hanlon, John Holland, the 
Knight family, Henry Lamond, Chris Lord-
Wren, W Norris, Henry Moss, the Nicholson 
family, and Mc Inally family, Verne Pepper, 
George Parkes, PG Pugh, Charles and Francis 
Quigen,  

The families of Robb, Short, Sanders, George 
Broadbridge and RG Griffiths. 
We would like to include the names of all the 
families who contributed to the early 
development of the area and interesting 
anecdotes are very welcome.  
Looking forward to hearing from any 
descendants or friends.  
Next meeting of the Committee will be on at 
11am on August 1 at the home of Louise 
Matheson, 18 Priddles Lane, Wattamolla.  
 

Joan Bray 
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On the first weekend in May Arts in the 
Valley staged two successful concerts.  
In Cedar Grove, the home of Denise and 
John Wright, we presented Canberra-
based fortepianist Geoffrey Lancaster, who 
opened our ears to the extraordinary world 
of Beethoven.  
He started the concert with performances of two 
very well-known solo piano works: Für Elise 
and the Moonlight Sonata.  
Both works sounded very new when heard on 
the 1819 Graf piano (which looked stunning in 
the huge loungeroom) and Geoffrey’s 
introductions were appreciated by the capacity 
audience.  
He was joined by fellow Canberran Alan Hicks 
for the Australian premiere of the Czerny 
arrangement of the Eroica Symphony – the 50 
minutes of well-known melodies were 
delightful to hear in this form.  
The choreography required to perform with four 
hands on one (small) keyboard were engaging 
to observe, and on the Sunday morning one of 
the pedals of the piano came off mid-
performance, so we were treated to the sight of 
Geoffrey on his hands and knees making an 
impromptu repair!  
We were also treated to he sight of the changing 
late-afternoon light on the hillside through the 
windows. Canberra piano tuner Fred Coutant 
came to the valley and made the instrument 
ready for performance.  
The trickiest job was that of the page-turner. 
Katrina Thomas handled this with aplomb. 

On the Sunday 
afternoon a new 
Sydney string 
chamber orchestra 
performed in the 
village hall. The 
Lurline Chamber 
Orchestra is in its 
infancy and 
performed 
beautifully. 
Especially intriguing 
was the new Violin 
Concerto by Tommy 
Tycho, who is well-
known for his 
television work.  
The piece was artfully constructed and made a 
terrific showpiece for concertmaster Maria 
Lindsay.  
Her arrangement of the Dvorak String Quintet 
also worked well and was well received by the 
small but appreciative audience. 
At this concert our first fund-raising raffle was 
drawn. It was a great success, and we thank 
everyone for their support.  
All wanted to win a helicopter ride, but there 
could be only one winner, and Sally Hackelton 
from Wollongong was very excited to be the 
one.  
We thank valley resident Peter Butler very 
much for his generous offer of a helicopter ride 
over Kangaroo Valley and Fitzroy Falls for two 
people (value $1000).  
The second prize was donated partly by Brian 

Arts Festival concerts a success 

and Lyn Povey,  two nights at their luxurious 
B&B “Figs” and partly by Café Bella, a dinner 
for two and a bottle of Penfolds 389 thrown in 
for good measure.  What a great prize!  
This was won by Peter Stanton from 
Barrengary (value $800). Sue Williamson 
donated a beautiful, framed Kangaroo Valley 
photograph for third prize which was won by 
Chris Bruno from Nowra (value $350). Belinda 
Webster donated 4 Tall Poppies CDs for fourth 
prize. This was won by Shane Hindman from 
the Pottery Shop (value $120). 
The Kangaroo Valley Arts Festival committee 
would like to thank all our donors for their 
generous gifts. 
We look forward to seeing you at our next 
event – the third biennial arts festival 6-8 May 
2011.                                        Belinda Webster 

Gray refers to ''the other three Rs'', namely 
relationship, resilience and reflection. "These 
are overlooked in the modern curriculum and 
we don't teach these concepts well at all, but 
outdoor education lends itself, beautifully, to 
doing just that. 
''The main aim is life ownership - you own your 
mistakes as well as your successes. Outdoor 
education is the vehicle for teaching life 
ownership - when you are in the bush using a 
compass and you make a wrong turn, you only 
have yourself to blame - not another student, 
not the teacher. There are consequences for 
your action, or inaction," she says.” 
This is definitely the case at Glengarry.  
For the last twenty years The Scots College has 
sent more than 3300 boys to reside at Glengarry 
for two terms at a time with the aim of getting 
these boys to learn all about ‘the other three 
R’s.  
The privilege for these boys and the staff who 
work at Glengarry is they get to do this in one 
of the most beautiful environments in Australia, 
namely Kangaroo Valley.  
Here we are surrounded by native bush land, 
rainforest, coastal landscapes, river systems, 
mountain regions and the Highlands; to say 
nothing of the native flora and fauna which the 
boys wake up to every day. 
The young man that leaves Glengarry is 
invariably different from the one who arrived a 
few months earlier.  

(Continued from page 14) 

Many parents have testified of these changes, 
and there is many a skeptic who doubted the 
validity of the program prior to their boy’s 
departure, only to testify upon their return of the 
wonderful transformation of their boy. 
During the month of May we have the second 
round of parent hikes where one parent joins 
their boy on a hike for the weekend.  
This is concluded on the Sunday night with a 
meal at a local restaurant, usually Jing Jo’s, 

Glengarry news 

 

Geoffrey Lancaster and Alan Hicks- - roundly applauded by the audience 

Café Bella, or more recently the Kangaroo 
Valley Golf Resort.  
We are so grateful that these local businesses 
who are so hospitable and accommodating to 
these families and who usually pack out the 
restaurant for the evening.  
Again, it is our privilege to be a part of this 
wonderful community that we know as 
Kangaroo Valley.                      Grahame Allen 

Director of Glengarry    



June 2010  Kangaroo Valley Voice     www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 22 

Further Symptoms 
 

My best mate, 
Nathanael O’Reilly, is 
a poet who recently 
had his first collection 
of poetry published by 
Picaro Press, who are 
based just out of 
Newcastle.  
I willingly admit my 
bias, but his work is 
good, and Nat’s is a 

strong new voice in Australian poetry.  
He deals in tangible experiences. Memories and 
imagination. Real objects. His work is uniquely 
Australian, but I believe he taps into longings 
and recollections that are common to every man 
and woman. Nat’s work speaks directly of the 
experiences of weary travelers and expats – 
especially those separated and homesick.   
We are both expats – he lives in Texas with an 
American wife who is smarter than him.  
Tricia has lovely long, dark hair, and together 
they have one daughter. I live in New York with 
an American wife who is smarter than I am. 
Laura has lovely long, dark hair and together we 
have two daughters. 
 

The title of Nat’s collection comes from his 
poem Symptoms of Homesickness. The poem 
was first published in the literary e-journal 
Transnational Literature (http://
fhrc.flinders.edu.au/transnational/current.html).  
I’d seen the poem in draft form several times 
before it was published, and upon seeing it in 
the book I was finally moved to respond in 
kind. If you like my poem, you might want to 
lash out five bucks and get a copy of Nat’s 
chapbook. You can buy it online from the 
publisher (http://www.picaropress.com/) for just 
$5, including postage. 
 

Nat’s work is better than mine. Probably. 
 

Further Symptoms 

My homing thoughts After Nathanael O'Reilly's 'Symptoms of 
Homesickness.' 
Replaying it over and again. Elaborating 
and further defining the conversation 
you’re not likely to have with your boss, 
the one where you inform him that despite it all 
you are leaving for home at the end of the 
semester and are not likely to return any time 
soon. 
 

Driving to Canada because it’s more like home, 
and because you’re bloody well sick of it over 
here. Little things add up to a vibe that simply 
seems ‘more right’. All the while knowing that 
all these little things, in and of themselves, 
appear silly and inconsequential. 
 
Scouring the Niagara Peninsular for British 
bakeries: scowling Scotsmen in pastry-caked 
aprons sell meat pies and sausage rolls and 
pasties from behind metal-framed glass display 
cases.Dragging yourself through the Caribbean 
grocery stores of Toronto at dawn, looking for 
an angry Milo fix. 
 

Sticking metallic decals of the Southern Cross 
and the pointers on your car’s rear window, 
and carrying receipts in your wallet from the 
pubs and country cafes you hid in on your last 
trip home. 
 

Going to the Outback Steakhouse¹. 
Avoiding the Bloomin’ Onion. 
Owning The Man From Snowy River and its 
sequel. 
Owning Mad Max and Road Warrior. 
Not owning Beyond Thunderdome, because it 
was crap. 
Seeing Baz Luhrman’s Australia, because it was 
glorious crap. 
Watching all eighty-nine minutes of the very 
crappy Olsen Twins film, Our Lips Are Sealed. 
 

It was filmed in Sydney. 
 

Shelling out a hundred bucks to watch 
the entire Ashes series online in the work day 
wee hours. 
Searching out unauthorized re-broadcast sites 
for the times we’re not playing the Poms, and 
putting up with pop-ups and flashing banner ads 
for semi-pornographic multi-player online role-

playing games 
and “good 
son” money 
transfer to 
mother in 
India. 
 
Finally nailing 
the tricky third 
verse of I Still 
Call Australia 
Home, as 
printed in The 
Aussie Shower 
Songbook your 
sister sent over 
for Chrissy one year. 
 

Dreaming of Olivia Newton John and Elle 
Macpherson – 
but still naming your daughters Olivia and Elle.  
 

A longing for the Gallipoli Peninsular 
and an inexplicable affection for Turks. 
 

Using phrases such as “Don’t go the raw prawn 
with me”, and “Are you putting on the dog?” 
which, if you’re honest with yourself, 
are archaic and you know it. 
You learned them from Gallipoli in 1983, 
but you use them anyway, fully aware that you 
sound like a dickhead. 
 

¹ The Outback Steakhouse is a faux-Australian 
restaurant chain that is popular in the United 
States. The walls are filled with retro-
Australian advertising memorabilia, and the 
menu is chock-full of ockerisms to the point of 
embarrassment. It is also home to the Bloomin’ 
Onion, which is quite possibly the world’s 
unhealthiest appertiser. The Bloomin’ Onion is 
a large onion cut and exploded out in the shape 
of a waratah, which is then dipped in batter and 
deep fried and served with a tart white sauce. 
An excellent article about American 
perceptions of Australian food can be found at: 
http://www.salon.com/travel/food/
feature/2000/02/25/aussie 
 

Kookaburra 
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million. This year we are 
aiming to raise $12 
million!” said Michael 
Cannon at Cancer Council 
NSW’s Southern regional 
office.  
“Without their support, 
Cancer Council would not 
be able to reduce the 
impact of cancer in the 
Southern Region, through research, prevention 
and support services like the helpline (13 11 20) 
which last year alone received 19,000 calls state
-wide and provided people in the local 
community with free, confidential information 
and support from cancer health professionals. 
“Thank you to everyone from the Southern 

The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley  
149 Moss Vale Road. 44 651 621 

Medical Musts and Mentions 
Hello again to all you Valley residents. 
There have been many times in the past 
when I have sat down to compose this 
column and thought "What can I possibly 
write about this month?". 
Now I have so much to say yet it is so difficult 
to pull all my thoughts together and spill out the 
words. 
Word travels fast in a small village such as 
ours, so I'm sure you are by now well aware of 
the predicament I find myself in.  
I don't think I need to spell things out any 
further, but this is truly a watershed moment in 
my life,and decisions made by the authorities 
may well make it a watershed moment for our 
community. 
By the time you read this (we have roughly a 
week of May left as I type),  it will be early 
June and the surgery will have closed. 
A period of limbo will be in place for all of us 
until the Medical Tribunal sits on 21 June to 
determine my fate. 
I hope to be informed of their decision fairly 
soon thereafter and will pass this on as soon as I 
am aware. 
Both Tracey and I have been overwhelmed by 
the spontaneous outpouring of support from the 
community since this all became public 
knowledge. Far too many people to name 

individually but you all know who you are and 
you have our most heartfelt thanks. 
It is difficult, no, impossible, to plot a course of 
action at this time. 
Once findings are known, then not only we, but 
the community, will be able to plot a course 
forward. 
I have been honoured and privileged to look 
after you for the past three years and a little and 
I sincerely hope I will be able to continue to do 
so in the future, even if it is deemed that there 
has to be a hiatus of sorts. 
Now let me speak medical for a short while, for 
that is my brief, if even only for a few more 
short days. 
I will be as boring as usual. 
There are a few simple rules for giving yourself 
the best shot at a long healthy life. 
 

1. Don't smoke. If you do, stop. Now. Your GP 
can help.  
 

2. Drink alcohol in moderation. Preferably 
quality red wine. If it gives you a headache, take 
Panadol!!! 
 

3. Drive safely. NEVER drink and drive. 

4. Eat a well balanced diet, including all food 
groups and don't overeat. 
 

5. Exercise regularly,within your limits. If you 
can, 20 to 30 minutes, three times a week at 
least. Mix it up. No better place than your own 
Valley, with the facilities for walking, jogging, 
cycling, swimming, bushwalking, rowing, 
kayaking.....and the list goes on. 
 

6. Have regular medical checkups. The 
frequency depends on your age,sex,past 
medical history and family medical history. 
Your GP can advise you. 
 

7. Never ignore warning symptoms-
unexplained weight loss, sudden appearance of 
lumps or bumps, blood in the stools or urine, 
chest pain, fainting episodes-to name just a 
few. 
 

8. Surround yourself with friends. Be there for 
them and they'll be there for you. 
 

9. Finally, take time for yourself. You are 
important and unique. 
I hope to bore you with another column sooner 
rather than later. 
                                           Dr Bob, in the valley 

More than 1,500 Southern NSW 
residents joined more than one million 
Australians as they tip their teapots, and 
help tip the balance in the fight against 
cancer.  
Whether they have experienced cancer first 
hand, or are supporting the 3,400 people 
diagnosed with cancer in Southern NSW 
each year, Cancer Council NSW says the 
Southern Regional community once again 
created a big stir for Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea.   
“Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea has a long 
history here in Southern NSW, with 
enthusiastic locals raising more than $374,000 
last year towards the national total of $10 

1500 kettles on the boil  
for cancer in Southern NSW 

Region for your effort once again, proving that 
every cup counts in the fight against cancer!” 
added Michael. 
 
Footnote: At the second Valley function held at 
Pioneer Museum Park there were 36 people in 
attendance and the sum raised was $375  

A new exhibition opens on June 3  
with a fine selection of 

original paintings, sculptures,  
photography and antique furniture 
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The KV Tourist Association has 
spearheaded a campaign to install a 
series of tourist information signs aong 
a designated route using the existing 
pathway from Barrengarry to the KV 
Community Hall 
The project is nearing completion and the 
location and details on each sign are 
presented in this article. 
Sign A  
Located at the start of pathway opposite 
Barrengarry dwellings 
Objectives: of sign A are to show the route, 
highlight the geology of KV and record our  
National Trust landscape (conservation zone) 
Illustrations: 
1.Map of historic walk with indicators to some 
of key heritage listed properties, National Trust 
listed properties, bridge, these will correspond 
with a free booklet which provides more detail. 
2. Illustration of the view and key geological 
features 
Text: 
Briefly outlines the geological history of KV 
and that it has been granted “conservation 
zone” status by the National Trust 
Welcome to the Kangaroo Valley Historic Walk  
This landscape is considered the principal area 
of outstanding natural beauty in the Illawarra & 
Shoalhaven by the National Trust. It began life 
under a shallow ocean 300 million years ago 
when sediments were deposited layer upon 
layer to form sandstone, shales and siltstones. 
The oceans receded and massive sandstones 
were deposited forming the Hawesbury 
Sandstone escarpments which ring the top of 
the valley (over 600 metres above sea level). 
Inset: Hawkesbury Sandstone escapements 
stand over 400 metres above sea level 
Parts of the land were then topped with 
volcanic basalt deposits 65 million years ago. 
The valley you now see and stand in was 
created over the last few million years by 
raging Kangaroo River and its many tributaries.  
They deposited alluvial sediments that helped 
create these rich fertile farmlands (in the 
northern part of the valley). Today the valley is 
256 square kilometers and home to 66 
significant species of flora special to this 
region, a wide range of wildlife including the 
endangered Brush-Tail Rock-Wallaby 
(threatened), wombats, 15 species of bats, close 
to 200 species of birds, and a warm welcoming 
rural community. 
Inset: Temperate rainforest cling to the valley 
sides with Cabbage Palms over a thousand 
years old 
Inset: Glistening waterfalls can be seen around 
the valley rim after heavy rains 
This walk passes seven National Trust listed 
attractions, many heritage buildings in the 
village and the Pioneer Museum Park.  
Kangaroo Valley is a responsible tourist 
destination. Save resources and keep rural 
Australia looking beautiful, refill drink 

Kangaroo Valley historic walk 
signs to be installed soon. 

trees you see here represent the five species in 
the Tree Bank - Black Butt, Grey Box, Iron 
Bark, Spotted Gum and Tallow Wood. The 110 
trees are planted in participating Kangaroo 
Valley tourism operators’ properties. 
Sign C  
Located beside the eastern entrance of the 
bridge 
Objectives: 
Explain the important of Hampden Bridge for 
the Shoalhaven region 
Highlight the tough conditions for 
communications/transportation 100 years ago 
Emphasis the National Trust listing 
Illustrations: 
The steel cables (original still in use) 
Sandstone towers (original)Timber 
construction, which combined to make 
Australia’s last remaining wooden suspension 
bridge.Image of locals with transport: horse 
and cart of the period. 
Text: 
Indicate the types of materials used in the 
construction of the bridge, the original 
remaining elements and acknowledge the team 
that built it. Draw the visitor’s attention to the 
harsh conditions and duration of local travel in 
those days and the contribution made by Cobb 
& Co. Emphasis the Bridge’s heritage value 
and the National Trust listing 
Kangaroo Valley Historic Walk – Hampden 
Bridge 
Beautiful and Rare 
This bridge is Australia’s last surviving 

(Continued on page 29) 

containers at the Village’s free water dispenser - 
please do not litter. Return your free booklets so 
they can be reused. Thank you for visiting our 
community and Australia’s most beautiful 
valley. 
Sign B 
Located opposite five specimen trees along 
Moss Vale Road 
Objectives: 
1. Explain the Tree Bank 
2. Highlight other harvests/produce over the 
years from the Valley  
Illustrations: 
Illustration of the five specimen trees 
Text: 
Explain the Tree Bank concept – restoration of 
Hampden Bridge and identify the species 
selected 
Draw a link to the land providing other produce; 
Cedar, dairy, milk and butter, ingredients for 
local moonshine and today’s vineyards, olives, 
honey, garlic and organic produce 
Kangaroo Valley Historic Walk – our rich land 
The rich fertile lands of this magnificent valley 
have been put to agricultural use since 1840 
when Henry Osborne cleared 2500 acres here 
for dairying. By the 1890s we had several butter 
factories and many (unofficial) stills for 
moonshine. Today’s visitors can be sustained 
with our wine from (official) vineyards, fresh 
olive oil, table olives, milk, honey, organic fruit 
and vegetables, preserves and fudge.  
Trees also provide a sustainable renewable 
resource so we’ve planted 110 trees as a Tree 
Bank for the future restoration of historic 
Hampden Bridge – Australia’s last surviving 
wooden suspension bridge of the Federation era. 
This Tree Bank celebrates both the Bridge’s 
110th birthday in 2008 and the extraordinary 
strength of our native trees. The five specimen 
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The above development is on land exactly the same size  
as the Colys site - 22 hectares. 

 
BUT ours would be bigger and twice as dense! 

It has 28 more dwellings. 
It would be squeezed onto less land as: 
 

• 2.5 hectares is assigned to the Tourism complex (40 apartments, convention centre etc) 
• 8 hectares are required for the sewerage plant, holding ponds and effluent disposal.  
(The pictured site has off-site sewerage.) 
 

That leaves 11.5 hectares for 255 dwellings 
 

If this picture shocks you, consider the concentration of houses on the Colys site:  
twice that shown! 

 

 RESIDENTS’ INFORMATION SESSION 
 
A residents’ information session has been organised by the KV Tourist Association, 

KV Environment Group and KV Community Association. 
This is to ensure that all residents have good information and can participate  
in the Council / developer consultative process when it is held later in June. 

 

Kangaroo Valley Hall 7pm, Tuesday 8 June  
 

This is a community information session free from political or developer influence. Please come! 

Is this how YOUR village should look? 
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A reply to Colys “fact sheet” (ex May Voice) 

 

There were a few important omissions and errors in the  
Colys advertisement in the Voice last month that deserve a response: 
 

Colys doesn’t mention how big and dense the proposed development is 
 
The proposal before Council is for: 
 

· 135 dwellings;  50 3-4 bedroom, 85 2-3 bedroom 
· 120 Seniors living; 2-3 bedroom and  high care facilities 
· Tourism accommodation: 40 hotel apartments and conference facilities 
· The development would more than double the population of the village  

 
Colys claims there is “limited choices in terms of the type of tourism accommodation” in KV 
 

· There are 1411 tourist bednights available in Kangaroo Valley ranging from luxury, through B&B and cabins 
· There are also extensive camp sites 
· There is existing approval for a further motel and a conference centre 

 

They claim the Valley has “the highest annualised 3-year sale and rental prices anywhere 
in NSW” and that the “remaining housing stock is not affordable” 
 

· The company’s consultant admits there is no “affordable housing data available at the local level”...”nor any mortgage 
information available” for Kangaroo Valley (the Hassell Report) 

· They have nevertheless drawn conclusions that are not credible. 
· Valley housing and business prices aren’t even as high as Berry or Bowral, certainly not Sydney! 
· There is a natural limit on the need for family housing as long as employment continues to be limited in Kangaroo Valley.  
· Colys’ consultant’s report claims that between 2001 and 2006, 86 Kangaroo Valley dwellings disappeared. Did anyone 

notice that happen? 
 

The proposal breaches current development controls in Kangaroo Valley 
 

· Development in the Valley has been guided by a Development Control Plan (DCP 66) which was adopted in 2000, after 
extensive community consultation 

· DCP 66 seeks to “maintain the unique rural character of the village” and all other developments, renovations and buildings 
have had to comply with it 

· Controlled, limited and appropriate development, guided by DCP 66, enhances our town 
 

Colys claim they will provide a sewerage scheme “similar to the town scheme” on site.  
 

· The town scheme needs 13 hectares for plant, ponds and dispersal of treated effluent. Note that the Colys site is 22 hectares 
in total 

· Assuming a smaller system on site using 8 hectares, and noting that the hotel and conference facilities are to occupy 2.5 
hectares, that leaves 11.5 hectares for 255 dwellings , built right next to the sewerage treatment system 

 

Recently Colys have stopped mentioning a high care facility. The seniors living 
component has already been rejected by the NSW government under its special 
legislation 
 

· Any seniors living in the village should be of a modest size, located close to the town and transport, not in a dense 
development at the top of a hill 

· A proposed “seniors” development in Cambewarra was recently deemed by Council and the Land and Environment Court 
as too far from services 
 

Prepared by  
KVTourist Association, KVCommunity Association and KV Environment Group 
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Wanted 
 

Open to House sitting or 
low rent accommodation. 

 

Have references of  
honesty and integrity. 

Also have 40 years experience  
as a man of skill (i.e. retired 

carpenter) small jobs or 
maintenaince my forte. 

 

Single man ready for your 
immediate contact on  

 

Mobile 0408 166 556 
Email mike2468@dodo.com.au 

Historic walk 

wooden suspension bridge of the 19th Century 
and one of the best known in New South Wales. 
Not only has it “enormous aesthetic 
appeal” (National Trust), but it is considered 
very rare because the majority of the structure is 
original.  
Completed in 1898 at a cost of 8,382 pounds, 
the bridge was a significant financial 
commitment when one considers that the whole 
of Cambewarrra Shire’s annual council budget 
was 1,774 pounds (1908). The sandstone was 
taken from the quarry (within the Pioneer 
Museum grounds) and timber selected locally. 
Only the 28 steel cables were sourced outside 
the area.  
The bridge is named after the Governor of New 
South Wales, Lord Hampden (1895-1899) who 
said “I should be very pleased to have my name 
connected with such a beautiful locality”. On 
19th May 1898, 400 people attended the opening 
ceremony which was followed by a banquet in 
the National Hall (destroyed by floods).  
Supplying Sydney and the Colony 
Originally designed for horse and cart this 
bridge provided an important link between the 
Southern Highlands and South Coast. All be it 
at a leisurely pace, for in 1908 Council decided 
that “the speed of motor cars within town 
boundaries and on the mountain passes be not 
more than 4 mph”. Local produce (timber, 
tallow and hides) was taken to the port at 
Bombo where the small coastal steamers 
‘Lapwing’ and ‘Dolphin’ sailed to Sydney and 
its markets.  
National and Community Value 
In 2002 the National Trust listed the bridge as 
an industrial heritage site because of its 
“significant technical achievement” and original 
surviving features. The bridge is revered 
throughout the Shoalhaven as a symbol of 
Australia’s early history and an icon of this 
historic pioneering community. 
Inset: Original 28 steel cables are 150 metres 
long, manufactured in England and have a 
tensile strength of 77 tones 

(Continued from page 25) 

Inset: The towers made of hand carved local 
sandstone resemble the turrets of an English 
mediaeval castle, made by the colony’s 
principal stonemasons Loveridge and Hudson 
Inset: Mighty native timbers span the 76 metres 
with the beams 360mm by 250 mm and side 
trusses 250mm by 200 mm.  
Sign D  
Located in the centre of village in front of 
Friendly Inn car park 
Objectives: 
Show the route. Highlight the sort of shops and 
trades of the old main street and how 
sustainable rural communities, local retailers 
and trades people were. 
National Trust listed buildings (church, rectory, 
war memorial, and court house) 
Illustrations: 
Map of historic walk with indicators of key 
heritage listed properties, National Trust listed 
properties, bridge, these will correspond with 
the booklet which provides more detail 
Image of early street scene/characters 
Text: 
Welcome to the Kangaroo Valley Historic Walk 
– The Pioneering Hamlets and Village 
By the early 1900s visitors on the thrice weekly 
Cobb & Co route would have seen a village 
with two banks, barber’s shop, billiards salon, 
butchers, three churches, courthouse, general 
store, newsagent, saddler, school and tailor. The 
bustling trade generated from many butter 
factories and sale yard (attended by the 
auctioneer and a dentist and solicitors!) ensured 
that the two hotels offered stabling that 
promised “no effort will be spared to ensure 
comfort and entire satisfaction in all 
departments” (Dan Condon – Pioneer Hotel).  
In fact the ‘department store’ of Karnofsky 
(junction of Bendeela Road and Moss Vale 
Road) was open until 10 p.m. so Kangaroo 
Valley offered almost everything a local (or 
traveller) could wish for!  
As the population swelled the Valley boasted 
several communities; Beaumont, 
Bellawongarah, Maguires, Wattamolla and 
Woodhill to the east, this village which was 
originally called Osborne, plus Barrengarry and 

Bendeela to the west and Upper River to the 
north.  
Today you can explore this historic community 
by taking this Historic Walk and enjoy the 
National Trust landscape, architecture, 
industrial heritage, our village’s charming 
heritage buildings and Pioneer Museum.  
Inset: Renowned colonial architect, John 
Horbury Hunt designed three buildings in the 
valley including The Rectory and the Church of 
the Good Shepherd, 1872 and Barrengarry 
School. 
 
Inset: The courthouse, 1904, designed by 
Walter Liberty Vernon, is of the Arts and 
Crafts Movement, using local materials and 
reflects the change in public architecture away 
from the grand and symbolic. 
 
Inset: Maxwell and Lidbetter – 1889, Saddlery, 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Toby  
and me  

Maybe Toby wasn’t as tough as he’d led 
me to believe.   
One morning we were engaged in our 
regular rough and tumble on my bed.   
Suddenly Toby squealed like a stuck pig.   
Not just once, but for what seemed an eternity.  
I rolled off him and he condescendingly 
submitted to five minutes of strokes and 
apologies.   
When I finally thought I’d done enough 
penance, I asked if he wanted his breakfast.  
All pain was instantly forgiven and forgotten. 
Talking of pigs, I don’t know if Toby is 
deliberately trying to make me appear a liar, 
but no sooner had I reported that he ignores 
what he sees on the TV screen than I 
discovered that this doesn’t apply to porcine 
programs.   
Indeed, so intrigued was he by the appearance 
of pigs on SBS that he went behind the TV to 
find them. 
One day, on the way back from the beach, I 
called in to visit friends in the valley.   
Toby was still damp and sandy, so I didn’t like 
to ask if he could go inside their house, but his 
lead was too short to tie him up outside.   
No problem: a long nylon lead was quickly 
produced from the garage (kept to walk a 
neighbour’s dog), and he was securely tied to a 

convenient pergola post outside the front door.  
As he’d never been tied up before, I couldn’t 
believe how well he behaved.   
We didn’t hear a peep out of him for over an 
hour.  Then he appeared strolling nonchalantly 
past the window.   
He’d spent that hour chewing through the lead. 
At the time, I felt almost proud of Toby’s 
determination.   
However, it wasn’t long before I leant that 
puppies don’t distinguish between acquiescence 
and encouragement and I was faced with a 
dilemma: how to make him understand that it 
was OK to chew some things, like bones or 
dental chews, but not others, like shoes or 
furniture.   
Toby had never shown any interest in shoes 
(although visitors quickly found that shoelaces 
presented an irresistible temptation), but at the 
age of seven months he discovered the edible – 
or at least chewable – qualities of furniture.   

I thought I was alert to the danger, but was 
lulled into a sense of false security.   
First, as usual, he was chewing a toy on my foot 
under the dining table.   
Suddenly I noticed that the sound generated by 
this activity had changed to a crunching.  He 
had diverted his attentions from the toy to the 
chair leg.   
Next he was chewing a rubber toy on a leather 
lounge - a common, if regrettable, practice.   
By the time I noticed the change to a softer 
sound, there was a small hole in the leather.   
My hand was hurting for hours afterwards.   
If Toby were a human child, I’d probably be in 
gaol by now. 
After five months’ training, (Toby entered my 
life at three months), I could count his 
achievements on two fingers: he would sit on 
command – the first, if a treat was on offer, 
otherwise after several repeats – and he would 
walk to heel – more or less, depending on the 
allure of odorous attractions.   
I didn’t want a show dog, but I did want a 
whole hand to list his accomplishments.   
To be specific, I wanted him to come when 
called, not to jump up on everyone he met, and 
not to chew their digits as a way of expressing 
his affection.   
It was clearly time to call in an expert, so I 
booked an hour’s private lesson for Toby with a 
professional dog-trainer.   
On arrival, two things quickly became apparent: 
she had some aura of authority which I sadly 
lacked, for he never even attempted to jump up 
on her, let alone nibble her hand; and it was I, 
not Toby, who was to be trained.   

(Continued on page 50) 
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Five kms south of Batemans Bay on the 
Princes Highway is the wonderful 
Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens, 
started in 1988 on a 42ha site in the 
Mogo State Forest.   
There were about 10ha of cleared land 
around Deep Creek Dam and all the 
facilities were built there while tracks were 
created through the other 32ha so visitors 
could see the natural bush and features of 

the site.   
Unfortunately 
bushfires roared 
through in 1994 
delaying 
development until 
the gardens were 
officially opened in 
2001. 

Eight members of the garden Group visited in 
autumn and were thrilled with the whole 
complex.   
It is only a two-hour drive from the Valley, 
making a round trip very easy in a day.   
There is a café that sells coffee and lunch with 
deliciously fresh salads and herbs; there are 
plenty of spots for a picnic and free gas 
barbecues are provided; many children’s 
activities and walks; on a Sunday there is a 
guided walk at 11am; a nursery to buy plants 

 

Kangaroo Valley 
 

Garden Group 
Eurobodalla Botanic gardens a thriller! 
from the area, that covers 4,500 square 
kilometres, that have been propagated by 
volunteers and six walking tracks that range 
from only 500 metres to two kms, many of them 
with disabled access. 
Some of the special features include a sensory 
garden with raised garden beds that allow 
access to the plants and with trickling water all 
five senses can be stimulated; a sandstone 
garden with the ‘Clyde River’ flowing through; 
rainforest and dune gardens; an interesting bird 
hide overlooking a lake, with blackboards to 
record the type of birds you can see and the 
times of siting (Purple Swamp Hens were 
prolific on the morning we were there); an 
arboretum and all trees and plants are named for 
easy identification.   
There is also a recognition that Aboriginal 
people have lived in Eurobodalla for over 
20,000 years with the prominent language being 
Dhurga.  There is a two km self guided walk 
where about 30 plants are grown and signs list 

their traditional uses such as for food, 
medicine, weapons, shelter, tools, ceremony 
and art. 
There is so much to see and do and as entry is 
free it is an exciting place to take the whole 
family.  
The opening days are from Wednesday to 
Sunday as the whole place is run by volunteers. 
We are certainly glad that we visited. 

Lee Sharam 
 

 

Wholistic Health and Beauty  
31 Bridge Road, Nowra 44212488   www.purehealth.com.au            

Free CPL Consultation and test patch  
 

Plus  
$50 off your first treatment  

 

Plus 
Prepay a series of 6 IPL treatments by the end of 

June and receive: 
2 treatments ABSOLUTELY FREE. 

 

You can have the most advanced technology in the world for permanent 
hair reduction on your underarms. Call Linda or Scout now on 44212488 

to book in for A FREE CPL Consultation: explaining all about CPL  
technology and how it can benefit you   

 
You must purchase your package before the 30/June  

Call Linda or Scout on 44212488 to book so you don’t miss out on this fantastic offer          
You may never 

have to wax again! 

The secret of  Permanent  
hair reduction for your underarms!  
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Garden Group visits Wildes Meadow 

In May the Garden group had a 
delightful return visit to Pat and Judy 
Bowley’s lovely garden in Wildes 
Meadow.   
We had been before in spring and wanted 
to return to see the autumn colours in the 
Highlands, although the winds of late 
April had blown many of these away. 
This garden is a maze of different ‘rooms’, 
from the planting down the long driveway to 
the jungle section before the house; the more 
formal vegetable garden and walled flower 
section to the sunken garden at the end; then 
there is the dry bed planting and the swampy 
area.   

 

Kangaroo Valley 
 

Garden Group The list goes on.   
Most of these are connected 
by water: rainfall in the area is 
now only half what it was a 
few years ago, but originally, 
to take the excess water away 
from the house, a stream was 
built that turns into a formal 
rill which feeds a dam and 
becomes water spouts and 
waterfalls throughout the 
garden. 
Pat generously gave his 
morning to show us around 
and answer our questions.   
How he finds the time to do so 
for the many tour groups is 
amazing, as he only has six 

hours of help in the garden per 
week and that is mainly for the 
pruning and shaping of the many 
hedges.   
He is able to provide both botanical 
and common names for all his 
plants, none of the “That’s a yellow 
flower” that can be common 
among amateur gardeners who 
have green thumbs but not the 
knowledge to go with them. 
We were able to visit thanks to 
Wendy and Dave Christian who 
organised it all with their friends 
the Bowleys.   

After the tour some of us were able to stay and 
have our lunch in the garden and enjoy the 
peace and beauty – all the pleasure and none of 
the work!                                          Lee Sharam 
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So, on the spur of the 
moment and as dusk 
approached preventing 
a full recce, we decided 
that our walk the 
following week would 
be to Rusden Head 
instead, trusting to 
everyone’s sense of 
adventure and the 
report in our National 
Park book. 
A dozen walkers 
trusted us enough to 
show up on Sunday 
morning and we headed 
south to Morton 
National Park.   
We included the lovely 
south coast view by 

tamely driving to the official Pointer 
Gap Lookout for our morning tea 
before we started the serious walk of 
the day.   
The walk begins with a short 750 
metres of Little Forest Walking 
Track through the heath with a 
number of interpretative signs and 
views over the waterlogged sedge 
lands to the surrounding stunted 
forest, which was decimated by a 
wildfire in 1988. 
The Rusden Head track is about 9km 
return and is a fairly easy walk with 
only a few stony areas; the boggy 
parts have raised boards to keep you 
dry but there had been no rain for so 
long these weren’t necessary for our 
trip.  Almost 
from the start 
there is a 
wonderful view 
of Pigeon House 
Mountain, called 
Dithol by the 
aborigines of the 
Beecroft 
Peninsula and 
considered to be 
a women’s 
dreaming site.   

Bush walk on horseback 
through the rainforest 

& mountains of 
Kangaroo Valley 

Web site www.kangaroovalleyhorseriding.com 

The Man from Kangaroo Valley Trail Ride 

High country mountain ride 
Tel:  (02) 4465 1912 
24 Hillcrest View Lane 
Barrengarry 
NSW 2577 

Once again Fran and I proved to 
ourselves how important it is for us to 
do a recce before the actual bushwalk.   
We had planned a 6 km walk to Florence 
Head in Morton National Park and 
although this is a pleasant walk with a 
wonderful viewing rock- ledge half way 
along, with a lookout over the south coast, 
the views at the end were a 
disappointment, as we remembered the 
spectacular panorama from our Mt. 
Bushwalker walk the year before.   

Valley walkers tackle 
Little Forest Plateau  

The wide track then runs through the forest of 
hakeas, mountain devils and coastal banksias 
with brilliant flowers before reaching a rocky 
ledge with a fabulous view over Pigeon House, 
Talaterang Mountain and the eastern edge of 
the Budawang Range.  About 20 metres before 
this there is a little trail that takes you to 
another rock ledge where the views are over 
Florence Head to the coast and it was here we 
ate our lunch before retracing our steps to the 
car park. 
It is definitely possible to do both Florence 
Head and Rusden Head walks without a map, 
but we would recommend that if you have time 
for only one walk in a day then Mt. 
Bushwalker is everyone’s favourite. 

 
Lee Sharam 
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We specialise in all aspects of the pest control industry, including termites, soil treatments, general pests, building & pest inspections. 
 

We are certified for all physical barriers including granite guard, trithor, plasmite and many more. 
 

It's not the cost of the service, it's the quality of the service. 

EST 1890 

 

Shoalhaven City is witnessing a once in 
a generation happening – the incredible 
breeding event of the threatened Green 
and Golden Bell Frog. 
Shoalhaven City’s Strategic Planning and 
Environmental Services officers are 
keeping a keen eye on the explosive 
population growth of the young froglets in 
a particular area east of Nowra. 
Shoalhaven City Mayor Councillor Paul Green 
said this is a wonderful event. “The entire flood 
plain area east of Nowra is hopping with these 
wonderful little creatures,” Clr Green said. 
“The frogs, although endangered, do have 
explosive growth events when the conditions 
are just right. And we haven’t witnessed one of 
these events for at least 20 years.” 
The timing and volume of Christmas rains and 
the pre-Easter rains were perfect for frog 
breeding.  
The tadpoles have now grown to froglets and 
they have dispersed together in large numbers 
around the edges of the Shoalhaven floodplain 
looking for food and habitat. 
Council is ensuring that its works, such as road 
side trimming or community events do not 
harm or endanger the frogs and their natural 
movement for food and a place to burrow. 
“Shortly the frogs will be looking for a place to 
burrow as the weather gets colder,” Clr Green 
said. “The frogs will hibernate during winter so 
until then we can only watch and make sure that 

Shoalhaven hops to a green and gold tune 
nothing unnatural harms these wonderful 
creatures. 
“The presence of these Bell Frogs is a sign of a 
truly healthy environment as they are a key 
species in the food chain of land and water 
ecosystems.  This mass breeding event suggests 
that water quality is good and there is suitable 
habitat for the species to breed, feed and move 
to areas we haven’t seen them before.” 
Green and Golden Bell Frogs may grow to 10 
centimetres, but most of the frogs around at the 
moment are first year juveniles about 2cm long. 
Individual frogs vary in colour from bright 
green to patchy golden/green to almost dark 
brown.  A creamish white stripe extends from 
behind the eye almost to the groin.  
Green and Golden Bell Frog are listed in NSW 
and nationally as a threatened species and 
protected by Federal legislation. There is 
concern about their future because overall 
numbers are continuing to decline, mostly due 
to: 

• a debilitating fungus that attacks the 
frog’s skin and is transmitted by 
human touch 

• the destruction and drainage of 
wetlands 

• predation by the introduced mosquito 
fish 

• inappropriate pesticide application 
• and feral animals. 

The Bell frog is an unusual frog in that it is 
active during the day.   

Staff from Council’s City Services and 
Operations Group have been working 
intensively to ensure construction and 
maintenance works do not have an adverse 
impact on the frogs. They have also been 
working closely with facility users to minimise 
disruption to planned community activities, 
such as the coming Polocross event at 
Worrigee. 
Council has already changed its operations to 
accommodate this breeding event.  In some 
areas of the city won’t slash or mow grass and 
many of our routine maintenance activities in 
and around drains will be placed on hold until 
the frogs go into hibernation for the winter 
months.   
Fines for harming a threatened species are 
severe.  If a person is convicted of a threatened 
species offence they face criminal penalties of 
up to $220,000 and / or two years in prison 

(Continued on page 37) 
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For Valley Voice  
advertising please phone  

44 651 621 

Firey Tales 
 by Cinderfella 

ANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICESANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  
MINI DINGO DIGGER HIREMINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE  

MOBILE LOG SPLITTINGMOBILE LOG SPLITTING  
JOHN MCKINLEY 
KANGAROO VALLEY 
MOBILE - 0428 610 508 
A.H. - 4465 1181 
FAX - 4465 1904 

* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING 
* CHAINSAW OPERATING  
* LAWN MOWING  
* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES  
* 4 IN 1 BUCKET  
* TRENCHING  
* POST HOLE BORING  
* SOIL LEVELLING  
* POLY PIPE LAYING  
* ROTARY HOEING  
* STUMP GRINDING  
* ANGLE BLADE  
* RUBBISH REMOVAL  

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS  

The last month has seen one significant 
callout for the brigade.  
As usual however, the brigade has been 
active with training and community fire 
safe programs. 
On Friday the 14th the brigade was turned out 
by pager to a motor vehicle accident not far 
from the base of Barrengarry Mountain.  
On arrival it was discovered that a charter coach 
had left the road and descended down an 
embankment.  
Crews were tasked with assisting rescue 
personnel in transporting patients to the road 
above for transport to local area hospitals, as 
well as setting up generators and lighting, and 
providing fire cover.  
Our crews left the police in charge after being 
on scene for approximately three hours.  
The brigade was re-paged to attend the incident 
at approximately four-thirty the following 
morning to provide fire cover after Police 
Major Crash Investigation teams deemed the 
coach ready for recovery operations.  
At this stage the police are still conducting their 
investigations as to the cause of the accident. 
Training has again been a major focus of the 
brigade.  

Members have been attending various courses 
in order to continue providing a professional 
response capacity to the public.  
Courses included: Basic Firefighter, Village 
Firefighter and Prescribed Burning 
Supervisor.  
The Brigade also sent one truck with crew to 
the Group 1 Field Day Exercise conducted in 
the Shoalhaven Heads area.  
This event saw members using all manner of 
skills in ‘real life scenarios’ 
As always, new members are encouraged to 
turn up on a Wednesday night at 6.00pm to 
see what we’re all about.  
There are operational and support positions in 
the brigade to suit everyone and although we 
encourage all new members to do firefighter 
training, there is no demand placed on 
members to go out on response calls. 
The public is reminded that there is no 
requirement for permits to burn.  
We do however encourage contact with 
Shoalhaven Fire Control on 4424 4424 to 
avoid the possible response of the brigade by 
good intent phonecalls etc. 
Don’t forget the NSWRFS website 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au has important 
information and advice on all things fire 
related. 
 
Until next time, be fire wise. 

under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974. If the case involves harming or picking 
threatened species, endangered populations or 
endangered ecological communities additional 
penalties of up to $11,000 apply to each species 
that was harmed. 
On-the-spot penalty notice fines can be issued 
for harming or killing a threatened species. 
These are generally used as a way to penalise 
breaches which are not serious enough to 
warrant prosecution in court.  The penalty 
notice fine amounts are $1500 for an individual, 
$3000 for a corporation who cause harm to an 
endangered species such as this frog. 
What can you do to help the Green and 
Golden Bell Frogs? 

• Enjoy the frogs around your home 
and be aware of their presence so you 
do not accidentally harm them.  They 
will not harm you. 

• Do not handle the frogs unless 
absolutely necessary and if so handle 
gently. If you need to move a frog, 
wear disposable gloves, place the frog 
in a clip-lock type plastic bag and 
take it to your garden or nearby moist 
creek or dam and release it there. 
Alternatively, ask an experienced 
person to assist. 

(Continued from page 35) 

Green and gold frogs • Avoid mowing on wetter days or 
times when frogs are moving over 
grass; and 

• Encourage your children to observe 
and appreciate wildlife. 

Visit the internet site http://
threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/
tsprofile/index.aspx for further information 
about Green and Golden Bell Frogs. 
If you would like any further information please 
contact either the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service on 4428 6300 or Shoalhaven City 
Council on 4429 3111.    

Position Vacant 
 

Lazyfish Technology - 
IT Sales and 

Administration 
 

Lazyfish has been proudly serving the Valley 
since 2003 and opened our well stocked 

Technology shop back in 2007. 
Unfortunately our main man in the shop  
has moved on we find ourselves in need  

of a trusty employee. 
 

We are a unique small business offering  
IP surveillance systems, computers and 

technical services.   
Being centrally located in the Valley we have 

built up clients throughout the  
Southern Highlands, Illawarra,  
Shoalhaven and South Coast. 

 
The successful applicant will be responsible for 

the day to day running of our technology 
store including customer service and sales, 

book keeping, administration, stock 
management, generating sales leads and 
business improvement recommendations. 

 
An advanced understanding of personal 

computers and associated hardware / 
software would be highly regarded. 

 
This is initially a part-time casual position. 

 

Please email  
your application to 

jobs@lazyfish.com.au 
by 5.00pm  

Friday 11 June 2010. 
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What’s in a name?   
Vegetarian or plant-based? 

by Dr Rosemary Stanton, nutritionist 

Much of my recent work – and indeed 
what I foresee as my major work role 
for the next few years – involves looking 
at the sustainability of our food choices. 
Climate change and decreasing rainfall, 
increased energy costs and the 
diminishing world supply of material 
used to make superphosphate fertilisers 
means we will need to change some of 
our dietary choices in the future.  
Fish stocks are also in peril throughout the 
world, so the type and quantity of seafood 
we consume will also need to change if we 
are to leave anything for future 
generations. 
From all sustainability perspectives, it’s clear 
that we need to give greater emphasis to a diet 
with more plant foods. The major change for 
most Australians will be to rely less on large 
animals such as beef cattle, especially if they 
are fed fertilised or irrigated pasture or grain. 
Cattle, including dairy cattle may only be viable 
in areas where they can graze on grass or feed 
that is grown with natural rainfall. 
Less meat does not mean that meat lovers will 
never enjoy another steak, but it will almost 
certainly mean eating less meat and changing 
the type of meat we consume. That’s not too 
difficult as only one generation ago, we 
changed to less beef and lamb and more 
chicken. The future is likely to feature farmed 
rabbit, quail and other forms of poultry, all of 
which are more efficient converters of feed to 
protein than beef cattle. 
For most people, the most difficult change will 
be to increase consumption of plant foods, 
including nuts, seeds, legumes, wholegrains, 
fruits and vegetables.  
Those whose beliefs dictate that they avoid 
killing animals for food are pleased that the 
world will almost certainly move to more 
vegetarian meals. Nutritionists are also pleased 
as less meat and more plant-based foods moves 
the dietary pattern more in line with healthy 
diet recommendations. 
Personally, I am not a big meat eater and I 
avoid some kinds of meat. I don’t like to eat 
meat or chicken from animals kept in the 
conditions that occur for many pigs, chickens 
and feedlot cattle. In our house, meat-free meals 
are common – and we think they’re delicious 
and nutritious. We’re not vegetarian, but I 
would describe our diet as largely plant-based.  
From a nutritional or environmental 
perspective, I don’t think the world needs to 
become vegetarian. Our chooks eat food scraps, 
give us eggs and fertilise the fruit trees. In 
many parts of the country, including Kangaroo 
Valley, cows wander over the paddocks and 

their urine and manure fertilise the soil. In 
many parts of Australia, beef and sheep graze 
on land that is not suitable for growing crops. 
But we can’t escape the fact that it makes good 
sense for both environmental and health 
benefits to bias our diets towards plant foods. 
Fruits and vegetables are health-promoting and 
almost all Australian diets would benefit if 
people ate the recommended daily 5 serves of 
vegetables. A serve is half a cup cooked or 1 
cup raw. 
We also need to pay more attention to legumes 
– chick peas, lentils and the huge range of dried 
beans. These foods are not only high in 
nutrients, but are environmentally desirable. 
Legumes add nitrogen to soils and thus enrich 
the soil for the following crop. 
Many people shy away from legumes. Some 
don’t know how to cook them. Others are too 
rushed to think ahead. Preparing legumes from 
‘scratch’ does require time, although it makes 
sense to cook plenty and freeze batches ready 
for quick preparation on the day you plan to eat 
them. Legumes canned without salt are now 
available and are top products, although not 
quite as cheap as dried legumes. 
Some people avoid legumes because they think 
it might brand them as ‘vegetarian’ – which 
they see as akin to being branded a ‘hippy’ or in 
some way ‘left-wing’. Others think vegetarian 
diets are all tofu and lots of wind! 
Perhaps we could influence more people 
towards a healthier, more sustainable diet if we 
used the term ‘plant-based’ rather than 
‘vegetarian’. A ‘plant-based’ diet doesn’t mean 

without meat, so it may not have the same 
connotations as ‘vegetarian’. Favouring a plant-
based diet simply means that vegetables and 
legumes take the major share of the dinner 
plate, with a small amount of meat added if 
desired. 
Winter is an ideal time to put this into practice. 
Cold nights are the ideal time to enjoy beans or 
lentils with lamb shanks, or an osso buco with 
white beans, or perhaps a chick pea, cauliflower 
and chicken curry, or a warming bowl of 
minestrone with kidney beans (or other beans). 
These dishes can contain lots of vegies and 
legumes and a little meat. 
I suggest we turn the tables  the tables and give 
the plant-based section of the meal more 
emphasis. Instead of saying we’re having 
chicken or steak or fish, let’s describe the plant 
section of the plate first and add the animal 
food as a minor component. 
I don’t deny that meat is a good source of 
protein, iron, zinc and many of the B vitamins, 
including vitamin B12. Plant sources of protein 
such as legumes, nuts, seeds, wholegrains and 
vegetables themselves can provide ample 
quantities of all these nutrients, with the 
exception of vitamin B12. Eggs and dairy 
products can also supply B12. Those who avoid 
all animal products need a supplement of this 
important vitamin. 
A diet dominated by, but not exclusively plant-
based can provide everything we need and will 
help leave the planet a healthier place for our 
grandchildren. ☼ 
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Readers will have heard of Madeira 
vine, the fast growing invasive climber 
that climbs over and smothers shrubs 
and trees.  Readers will recall that 
Madeira produces tubers along the 
climbing stems.  These tubers remain 
viable for years and are carried by 
floods to new areas.  Many consider 
Madeira vine to be the most significant 
environmental weed in the Valley. 
Landcare groups in the Kangaroo Valley 
have been attacking Madeira vine for 
several years.  Shoalhaven Council joined 
the Madeira control program two years 
ago, and has helped to make a major 
impact.  The Shoalhaven has over 300 
Madeira sites being treated, of which 80 
are in Kangaroo Valley. 
Work over these past two years has 
significantly reduced the size and extent of 
these Madeira sites.  This is scheduled to 
continue on the worst sites over the next 12 
months. 
Over 40 of the Kangaroo Valley sites have been 
reduced to such a level that they now only 
require a visit every couple of months to check 
that Madeira vine is not regrowing, and to do 
some minor removal of tubers.   

So the call is out now for some volunteers 
to assist in keeping this weed at minimal 
levels.   
If you are able to spare a couple of hours 
every 2 months, your help would be 
invaluable. 

Anredera cordifolia –  

Madeira Vine 

If you recognise this plant, and know of a site in the Valley 
we may not have identified, or if you can help us with its 

removal, please contact Greg Thompson on: 0431 133 000. 

Treatment of Madeira vine 
Manual removal may be effective if care is 
taken to remove all of the root system as well 
as the vine and tubers.  The roots spread and 
form tubers along their length, growing like 
misshapen potatoes.  Removal requires care-
fully following every root to remove all tu-
bers associated with each plant.  Follow-up of 
newly germinating fallen tubercles is usually 
necessary for several seasons. 
Another effective but time consuming method 
of control is the scrape and paint technique.  
Approximately 20cm of stem is scraped with 
a knife and painted with a 50/50 solution of 
glyphosate and water.  The most effective 
time for treatment is Spring to Autumn while 
the sap is flowing readily. 

Public meeting to consider the RTA proposal 
for repairing Hampden Bridge to be held at  

6-30 pm—KV Hall  
Tuesday, June 29 



June 2010 Kangaroo Valley Voice    www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 41 

Who is Julian 
Assagne? 

If you’ve been reading the tech press 
then you will know that Julian Assange 
is considered to be the founder of a 
website called Wikileaks (wikileaks.org). 
Julian Assange inspires devotion or hatred 
from the media.  
He is depicted as either the last bastion of 
journalistic freedom or a paranoid conspiracy 
theorist on the edge of sanity. SBS Dateline and 
ABC’s “Hungry Beast”, the Sydney Morning 
Herald amongst others, have interviewed him. 
The Wikileaks website is run by an organisation 
called The Sunshine Press and is based in 
Sweden for legal reasons.   
It describes itself as a whistleblowers site where 
anybody can submit articles and documents 
anonymously.  
Wikileaks was founded in 2006 and now has an 
archive of a over a million documents 
Wikileaks is not an offshoot of Wikipedia.  
The term wiki refers to the type of website.  
A wiki is a website that allows the easy creation 
and editing of any number of interlinked web 
pages via a web browser.  

   PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (now a 
division of the Department of Environment and 

Climate Change) are conducting a 1080 Fox Baiting Program 
in the Kangaroo Valley and Budgong areas for the protection of 
the Endangered Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby. The majority of 
baiting is now conducted continuously (1080 baits out every 
day) on various private properties, National Parks estate, Sydney 
Catchment Authority estate and Crown land.  However a few 
stations are still only operationally during the first week of each 
month.  All properties being baited are sign posted with the 
dates when baits are out. Dog owners are asked to ensure their 
dogs do not wander as dogs are highly susceptible to 1080 
poisoning. For any further information please contact 
Melinda Norton or Alison Prentice at the DECC Highlands 
Area Office, Fitzroy Falls on (02) 4887 8244. 

 Valley Guide to 
eating out 
Australian Bistro 

Visions at the Valley 
44 652 820 

 

Mediterranean 
Café Bella 
44 651 660 

 

Thai 
Jing Jo 

44 651 314 
 

A taste for all palates 
Jack’s Coffee House  

and Eatery 44 652 796 
Value—service and  

a good choice it’s all here in  
Kangaroo Valley.  

Computers for Wrinklies with Mr Floppy  
Wikileaks hit the media spotlight in April this 
year with the release of classified US military 
footage filmed from a US American Apache 
helicopter.   
The helicopter was operating in Baghdad and 
the footage clearly shows the gunning down of 
a dozen people.   
This incident occurred in July 2007 and 
amongst the casualties that day were two 
Reuters journalists who were killed outright and 
two children who were seriously injured.  
“Collateral Murder” http://collateralmurder.org 
contains the decrypted footage as well as 
timelines, stills and other background 
information on the incident.  
It makes for disturbing viewing.   
The US military have confirmed the 
authenticity of the footage and the world now 
knows what journalist’s families have known 
since 2007.  
In my recent article about the compulsory 
Internet filtering proposed by the Rudd 
government I mentioned the ACMA blacklist 
leaked onto the Internet.  
This list was obtained and published by 
Wikileaks.  
Other notable leaks include; 

• Kenyan corruption Daniel arap Moi 
family corruption 

• Sarah Palin’s yahoo email account 
• Guantanomo Bay operating 

procedures  
• Bank Julius Baer lawsuit  
• Toxic dumping in Africa: The Minton 
         report 

So who is Julian Assange?  
Julian Assange is an Australian born in the early 
70s who now travels the world with a backpack 
and a laptop. He is described as a journalist, 
hacker and activist. With no fixed home base it 
seems that he has been living and working in 
east Africa for the past 2 years. 
He recently returned to Australia, had his 
passport taken and returned in Melbourne by 
customs officials. Julian Assange says that he 
was threatened with passport cancellation. Is he 

paranoid, or wary of officialdom with good 
reason? While some media suggest that the 
published leaks cannot be substantiated there is 
no record to date of any “leaked” information 
being inaccurate.   
Authors Note: Julian Assange and his story are 
so intriguing that I deliberately wrote this 
article in a factual dry way.  
Check out the links and read about him for 
yourself.   
http://wikileaks.org 
http://collateralmurder.org 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_Assange 
 
 

 

With good rains falling during the 
summer period an early germination of 
Fireweed has been experienced in many 
areas of the Shoalhaven and South 
Coast.  
Council’s Noxious Weeds Manager Ian 
Borrowdale said that many landowners 
have reported Fireweed plants are 
beginning to flower at this early stage of 
the year. 
“All landowners should regularly monitor their 
pastures and if Fireweed is detected at any 
growth stage appropriate control measures 
should be implemented as soon as possible,” Mr 
Borrowdale explained.  
“These control measures can include slashing, 
spraying or hand pulling in the Fireweed 
management areas or spraying or hand pulling 
in the Fireweed control areas; which are situated 
in the southern Shoalhaven and Kangaroo 
Valley.” 
Mr Borrowdale reminded all landowners that 
Fireweed is a declared noxious weed in all areas 
of the City and that satisfactory control is 
required to be implemented by the owner/
occupier in accordance with the Noxious Weeds 
Act.  
More information can be obtained from 
Council’s Noxious Weeds Office on (02) 

4429 3832 or from Council’s internet site 
www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au.   

Time to control 
fireweed 

 

For Valley Voice  
advertising please phone  

44 651 621 
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This space could be yours - just telephone 44 651 621 

 

The Sports  
Report 

 

Kangaroo 
Valley Golf Club  

Although we all know we urgently need 
rain it has been great weather for golf 
with the days often starting rather cold 
and foggy but turning into wonderful 
warm days.  
25 April was no different for our Monthly 
Medal round which was won by Mark 
Russell from the Wentworth Club with a 
great Nett 66.  
Joan Edwards and Rod Ashbolt tied for 
second, each having a Nett 67 and Gordon 
Thomson finished fourth with a Nett 69.  
As Women play from the Red tees with a par 74 
and men play off the blue tees with a par of 71 
Joan and Rod finished with equal tied for first 
for the Medal.  
It was great to have Barrie Young join us for a 
round on one of his rare visits from the USA.  
I know he is an avid reader of the KV Voice so 
we are looking forward to your permanent 
return to the Valley.  
We don’t have -25o winters.  
Being the ANZAC Day long weekend 
a Stableford comp was played on the Monday 
and was won by Norris Ingrisch scoring 38 
points.  
Dinny Mandalis was second with 36 points and 
Suzanne Greer third with 33. 
May started with some great scores, with Sheila 
Young winning on Saturday 1 May with a great 
score of 42 points.  
Ron Bower wasn’t too far behind with 40 points 
and Ray Michelsons’ 36 was sufficient to take 
third place.  
Wednesday 5 May again saw some more good 
scores, Suzanne Greer won with 40 points, 
Gordon Thomson was second with 39 points 
and John Rose finished third with 36.  
On Saturday 8 May we had the additional 
challenge of only being allowed to carry 3 clubs 
plus a putter.  
Amazingly Ray Michelsons was still able to 
score 36 points, same score he had the week 
before with a full set, winning comfortably 
from Sheila Young with 30 points and Suzanne 
Greer in third place with 29 points.  
Saturday 15 May was a versus par comp and 
was won by Doris Hoare, a visitor from 
Belmont, with +5. Joan Edwards beat Dinny 
Mandalis, on a countback, for second place 
with +3.     
Seventy plus 

Some of us walk the course for the Wednesday Comps. Peter Dumbrell, Dinny Mandalis 
 and Gordon shows it’s not that bad they could even raise a smile with only 4 holes to go. 

Barrie Young contemplating his next shot, or was he thinking why did I leave the Valley? 
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Kangaroo Valley’s own 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
32 Moss Vale Road, Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577  

phone (02) 4465 1986 

Watch for our weekly specials 

Open seven days a week from 6 am to 8 pm 
 

The best fresh fruit and meat and grocery choice 

Petrol, diesel, oils Bottled and refilled gas 
Ice and Telephone credits 

The Kangaroo Valley Mens’ team had a 
wonderful season leading the 6A 
division at the end of the 10 week 
rounds with only one loss.  
The mens’ division 6 was split into groups 
A and B and to determine the champions 
of this division the winners of each group 
had to play-off. 
The finals event was hosted by Greenwell Point 
club which is looking great and created a 
perfect setting for several finals games to be 
played simultaneously.  
The atmosphere was full of excitement as many 
teams had their supporters appreciating the 
moment. 
The finals commenced at 10am and the green 
was running well with most teams handling the 
conditions.  

One hour later 
conditions varied as 
the green dried out 
and the breeze came 
into contention. The 
speed of the surface 
increased to such an 
extent that many 
bowlers began to 
lose the control they 
displayed in the first 
hour.  
The most consistent 
performers were 
few but they made 
the difference in 
each team. 
The three valley 
teams also exhibited 
variable 
performances 
throughout the day. 
 Outstanding 
performances by 
skips Phil ‘Jingles” 
Chittick and Adam Rigney made the difference 
in the valley winning two of the three rinks.  
Unfortunately the total scores of the three rinks 
did not favour the valley but their worthy 
opponents from Mollymook.   
Mollymook although only winning one rink, 
played with great  spirit and made it a most 
enjoyable day winning the divisional final by 
five points. 
Over the weekend WORRIGEE WANDERERS 
came into the fog veiled valley for a great social 
day of bowls.  

Kangaroo 
Valley 6A 

winners …  
but not the 
pennant! 

Organised by the valley’s’own ‘Jingles’ 
Chittick this mixed event was a fun-filled day 
with games of ‘triples’, ‘pairs’ and ‘fours’.  
Lots of great bowls were rolled without the 
pressure of pennant bowls.  
Everyone was a winner and after two and a half 
hours of play all cards were placed into a hat 
and prize winners were drawn during a 
delicious BBQ and salads.  
Enjoying the great outdoors and having fun was 
epitomised on this day.                 The Bias One 

Slim Ward - (reserve player) and Jess Arrends - (assistant manager), 
enjoying the contest at Greenwell Point. The two have been die-hard 

members supporting and competing with the KV pennant bowls for many 
years. As a trivia point Slim and Jess were at primary school together 

Kangaroo Valley  
Village Markets  

held 2nd Saturday each month 
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Airport Transfers • Winery Tours • Corporate Travel • 
Weddings • Theatre, Opera, Sporting Events •  

Sydney, Canberra & Southern Highlands 
Vehicles for all occasions 

 
 

At Your Service  
24hours a day & 7 days a week 

 
Contact HCHC  

M: 0400 921 239   
 

E: info@hchc.com.au • W: www.hchc.com.au 

 Sunday March 21 was a steamy 
afternoon at the Kangaroo Valley 
Bowling club’s ‘Boulledrome’ - (known 
locally as the ‘Pits’).  
This day 12 men gathered for the contest of 
the ‘Balls of Steel’ Trophy.  
Kangaroo Valley hosted this inaugural event 
and the Berry boys came boldly to challenge. 
The Valley were represented by six of their best 
– Dingo, The Godfather, King Cobra, Shiny, 
Browny and Tim.   
Berry stacked their team with Carlos, Nikko, 
Gavin, Strongy, Le’Sportif and their 
international star, Angel.  
Inside the clubhouse the friendly introductions 
were made and the home rules and etiquette 
finalised.  
The teams were now ready to write themselves 
into sporting history. 
The home team formed a guard of honor tunnel 
and clapped the visiting team onto the pits. 
Presidents Dingo and Nikko pegged for the 
opening shot and the game was on! 
The Valley hit an early lead with a flurry of 
skill and dominated the shell-shocked Berry 
boys 12-2.  
Berry quickly called a time-out to refresh and  
re-group rehydrating and enjoying a gourmet 
sausage (banger) supplied by the Burrawang 
butchery. 
Berry returned to the pits meaning business 
wearing pink-zinc war paint, slapped – on in a 
manic Braveheart / McDonalds style.  
President Nikko urged them to counter-attack 
one shot at a time …and they did.  

Kangaroo 
Valley 
now cried 
for a time-
out in an 
attempt to 
numb the 
Berry 
revival.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More Burrawang bangers and buns were ready 
for devouring and gave the Valley a timely 
chance to team-plan hoping to power ahead and 
shut-down the game before sunset.  
The Valley now volleyed a barrage of steel not 
seen the last war and their thirst and hunger for 
success carried them to victory and claim the 
inaugural ‘Balls of Steel’ trophy with a 
comprehensive 41-19 score. 

‘Balls of Steel’ – (also known as petanque, 
bacchi or boulles), is held every second 
Sunday in ‘The Pits’ at Kangaroo Valley 
Bowling Club starting at 3 pm sharp.  
The club supplies free sets of boulles to borrow 
and the regular ‘Balls of Steel’ members 
welcome all new players to enjoy this fun-filled 
leisure sport overlooking the magnificent 
valley vista.  

 From the left 'The Berry Six-Pack' and from the centre to the right Kangaroo 
Valleys' 'BALLS of STEEL' team: Nigel Anderson,Simon Shine, Mark Hill,  

Tim Summerton, Lance Brown and Dave 'The Godfather'. 

KANGAROO VALLEY - BALLS OF STEEL - (Petanque – Boulles – Bacchi) 
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Them what whispers down the well, 
About the goods they ‘ave to sell, 
Will not make as many dollars, 

As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers. 

The Village Green Nursery 
 

Pot Plant to Paddock—Natives, Exotics, Fruit and Ornamental 
trees, Tubestock, windbreaks and Hedging 

 
 

 Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren 
 

for helpful service and advice  
“council carpark” Kangaroo Valley, open 7 days 

  
 
 

Ph 44651037     email: eccleselectrical@westnet.com.au 
 

*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial 
 

*Refrigeration/Air-con            *Plus Pump Repairs 
 

~Emergency Service Available~ 

Eccles Electrical 

 

Archie's Artistic Services 
44652135 

Sculptured Environments in the landscape 
Waterfeatures - Fountains - Garden structures 

Mosaic and Tile work 
Sculptures - Figure - Wildlife - Abstract   

              Ian McLean  
        Home Handyman  

               
     Tel: 4464 3267   Mob: 0427 643 267

This space could be yours 
 

Just telephone  
 

44 651 621 



June 2010 Kangaroo Valley Voice    www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 47 

DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES 
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter 

 

7 Days, Emergency service 
Call Mark or Margo 

Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080 
Lic. No. 11234 

Servicing Kangaroo Valley for almost 20 years 

Kangaroo Valley Security 
Regular and casual patrols of  

properties and premises 
Alarm responses – Security signage 

Static guarding 
Sales of alarms and associated equipment 

Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley 
 

Ph 44 651 659  Mob: 042 865 1659 
Master Licence No: 407376632 

Massage Therapist 
Karen Palmer DRM 

0417 407 212 
ATMS accredited 

Health fund rebates 
Deep tissue, remedial, relaxation and pregnancy treatments available 

Monday (all day),Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays 
Gift vouchers available 

Ambulance station community complex 

Lee Dale:  
Tel  0405 224043  

Licence No: 158073C 
 

24 hours—7 Days Emergency Service 
                15 years experience   

KANGAROO VALLEY  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

Same day  
hot water system replacement 

MTA Member   
Motor Mechanic Lic #: 106089 

All Mechanical Repairs 
    Log Book Servicing 

Brake & Clutch Repairs 
Slasher, Mower,  
Ride-on Repairs 

Mig Welding, Tyre Repairs 
On farm mechanical repairs 

   Plant/Heavy Vehicle Field 
Servicing 

17 years mechanical knowledge  
and Licenced Workshop experience.  

We provide full service for 4x4’s and motor vehicles 
 

John Wright 0411 619 179 
email Wassa@shoal.net.au 

 

Wrights Farm Machinery P/L 
Jennter Drive, Kangaroo Valley 
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For Valley Voice advertising  
please phone 44 651 621 Paul Obern Arborist Services 

Qualified Tree Surgeon with 15 years Experience 
 

Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, 
Thinning, Mulching, Fire Reduction Clearing, Dangerous 

Tree Removal – All Sizes 
Call Paul Tel 44651391 or Mobile No  0403610236 

Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area  

 

Domestic * New/Repaints  
*Commercial * Insurance Work 

ABN 64 835 636 910   
Lic.  Number: 197810C 

Kangaroo Valley’s Local Licenced Painter 

0411 361 981 or 44 651 980  
kvpainting@gmail.com 

P: 4448 0713     e : marknheidi@bigpond.com.au                

 
 

Free  
quotes 
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All Pest Control Work Undertaken 
Termite inspections and treatments. 

 
Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area 

Call Paul Tel 44651391 Mobile No  0403610236  

 
Them what whispers down the well, 
About the goods they ‘ave to sell, 
Will not make as many dollars, 

As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers. 

Specialising in Tung Oil for New & Old Flooring 
& Environmentally Friendly Coatings 

 

Call Warren 0438 418 198  4465 1030 

Ben Roux Landscaping,gardening and irrigation 
 

1.   Garden maintenance and regeneration 
2.   Hedges, supplied planted and pruned 
3.   Irrigation installed and maintained 
4.   Weekly, daily checks on home property  
5.    Rubbish removal 
  

Ph. 0248 837683  M  0412 291 784 
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We welcome all  
contributions to  

 

thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
 

from our readers. 

J. T. Rebbeck - Earthmoving Contractor 
4465 1329 Mobile 0414 744 258 

Reliable service,                
excellent equipment, competitive quotes. 

Toby’s presence was required for 
demonstration purposes only.   
I learnt that bribery (sorry, reward) was the 
means to achieve any desired behaviour, and 
that I had to be far more generous with treats 
than I had thought necessary, if I was to 
achieve the desired results. 
One day I was using my computer when I 
suddenly lost my internet connection.   
I tested everything I could think of, but 
eventually blamed the unusually wet weather 
and gave up in frustration.  Some hours later, I 
noticed the computer phone plug sitting on the 
floor.  I hesitate to make accusations without 
proof, but phone plugs don’t jump out of their 
sockets of their own accord, and Toby does 
habitually lie under my desk when I’m using 
the computer.  You might think that when, a 
few weeks later, my printer suddenly died, that 
experience would have led me to suspect a 
similar cause.   
And, having found no help in the 
“Troubleshooting” section of the printer 
manual, I did check the connections – at least 
all those I could see.   
Drawing a blank, I asked my friendly IT 
consultant for advice.  He called round, and 
after an embarrassingly few seconds found that 
a cable had been pulled out of a junction box I 
didn’t know existed.   
I wonder how that happened? 
Tony Barnett 
 

(Continued from page 30) 

Toby and me  
fruiterers, confectioners and “Temperance 
Drinks” – offering a selective portfolio – site 
was east of the school and next to the Post 
Office. 
Sign E  
Located in front of the KV Community Hall 
Objectives: 
Show the route 
Highlight the KV Community Hall, its political 
and social functions 
Record our  National Trust landscape 
(conservation zone) 
Acknowledgement of the indigenous people of 
this area 
Illustrations: 
Map of historic walk with indicators of key 
heritage listed properties, National Trust listed 
properties, bridge, these will correspond with 
the booklet which provides more detail 
Image of social gathering outside the hall 
National Trust symbol 
Text: 
Inform about Timelong and how guided Dr 
Charles Throsby into Kangaroo Valley. How 
the community grew to 2,000 and the 
Community Hall became the “seat of power” as 
the centre of Cambewarrashire, the social 
functions held in the past and how it is still 
important for the community of today. Remind 
visitors of the National Trust “conservation 
zone” listing. 
Welcome to the Kangaroo Valley Historic Walk 
– Welcome to the ‘Garden of Eden’ 
With its abundant food, shelter, water and 
sharing of dreamtime stories Kangaroo Valley 
was known as the ‘Garden of Eden’ by the local 
Aboriginal people. The Wodi Wodi, 
Gundungurra, Dhurga and Wallaga Lake groups 
and many more met here in the Valley and 
enjoyed its gifts. They travelled through on their 
way to the mountains for trading, celebrations 
such as the bogong moth feasts, marriages and 
initiation of the young men. Many of these 
tracks still exist today. So you can respectfully 
tread the very same paths of the Indigenous 

(Continued from page 29) 

Historic walk 

Kangaroo Valley Village Markets  
 

are held on the  
2nd Saturday every month 

8.30am-2.30pm,  
with proceeds going towards the  
Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival.   

 

For more information contact  
Jane Richter 4421 5887 or email 

 

 kvmarkets@gmail.com 

people. Discover their ‘Garden of Eden’ and 
sense why they have always felt Kangaroo 
Valley was a spiritual place of great energy and 
healing.  
Certainly the community of Kangaroo Valley 
has always had a strong sense of independence. 
In 1896 a large meeting voted in favour of 
‘home rule’ and by 1906 the valley became the 
capital of Cambewarra Shire Council.  
This Hall, built in 1908, originally the School of 
Arts and local seat of Government is today 
home to many community fund raising events. 
In 1977 there were no less than 42 Kangaroo 
Valley societies and clubs. 
Beyond is the new showground where the 
Kangaroo Valley Country Show (started in 
1886) is held every February. This is still a 
genuine country experience that celebrates local 
produce, entertainment and showmanship, 
where locals tussle for prizes and fun is had by 
all.  
Turn left to take this walk through the village 
with its heritage architecture to Barrengarry 
Hamlet (3 km) or turn right for an extended 
walk (2km), cycle or drive through the hamlet 
(formerly Maguires) and the National Trust 
Conservation area with its beautiful views, until 
you come to the cemetery (National Trust 
listed) where many pioneering families rest.  
Early Kangaroo Valley History 
1818 Timelong, Aboriginal elder, escorted Dr 
Charles Throsby down through Meryla Pass – 
the first European to set foot in the Valley 
1820 Governor Macquarie grants Captain 
Richard Brooks 700 acres, the first cattleman  
182. One million feet of Cedar were discovered 
by Alexander Berry’s employees as they 
reached Bellawongarah. 
1837 Henry Osborne gained 2560 acres, an 
estate that in the 1880s had 100 tenant farmers 
paying rents that in total generated 3,000 
pounds a year by 1889 
1861 Free Selection enabled anyone to purchase 
up to 320 acres freehold. The population grew 
from 200 in 1860 to 1400 by 1880, but was a 
struggle for families: “at first the land was very 
heavily timbered forest and brush land and well 
watered…Father’s first job was to get a shelter 
put up for us to live in, which consisted of slabs 
and a bark roof and earthen floor. The hut 
completed, we settled down to a life of hard 
struggle and toil…” Dorothy Maguire 
Kangaroo Valley is a responsible tourist 
destination. Save resources and keep rural 
Australia looking beautiful, refill drink 
containers at the Village’s free water dispenser 
- please do not litter. Return your free booklets 
so they can be reused.  
Thank you for visiting our community and 
Australia’s most beautiful valley. 
 

Chris Warren 
Kangaroo Valley Tourist Association 
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Wot’s on in the Valley 

* 
The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley 

*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $48 per year  
  Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know. 

 
  Please tick the appropriate box:         I AM A NEW RESIDENT 
                                                              I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY 
                                                              SUBSCRIPTION  -  (Cheque or Money Order only thank you) 
                                                              CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS 
  Your Mailing Address:-         
                                         Name _________________________________________________________________            
                                                  
       

 Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________ 
 

 K.V. Voice Office:-  149 Moss Vale Rd , Kangaroo Valley 2577.   Phone (02) 4465 1621 
If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel  would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you 

Special events June 2010 

 Claim the date! 
July 2       Braille Concert Frensham (p  19) 
 
July 31     CMRI Car boot sale  
              KV Estate vineyard 
 
Aug 7      The EAKVBKSMF  Eighth Annual      
             Kangaroo Valley Buster Keaton        
             Silent   Movie Festival, 7.30pm,          
             KV Hall, presented by  the               
              Kangaroo  Valley-Remexio               
             Partnership 
 
Sept 11    School trivia night 
 
October 2 CWA street stall 
 

Organisations are invited to use this page  
to claim the date for any events they are planning,  

so as to avoid doubling up and clashes with other groups 

 
 
June 12    Pre school circus KV Hall 
 
June 29  Community briefing/consultation for Hampden Bridge 6.30 pm  KV Hall  

Monthly events 
 

Mon (1st) KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – David Smart 4465 
1214 

Mon (2nd) Environment Group – 6 pm – The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley –  
 Peter Stanton 4465 1688 
Mon (3rd) A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Donna Parker, 4465 2170 
  
Tues (1st)        CWA 10 am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30 pm Combined Luncheon, 

          1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting 
                              Pioneer Museum Park. Working Bee 9.00 am to 12 noon  
                                  Werner Bayer 4465 -1058.   
Tues (2nd)        Pre School Meeting 
   Senior Citizen’s Meeting  - 10.30 am – Glemack. 
 
Tues (3rd)    Pioneer Museum Park Trust 10 am Elaine Apperley 4465 2026  
Tues (3rd)        KV Historical Society 1 pm Garth Chittick 4465 1367  
 
Thurs (2nd) P. & C. Meeting – – KV  School  
 
Fri (2nd) View Club General Meeting and  Luncheon – 12 pm – locations as advised 
Fri (3rd) Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare Workbee. Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147 
                                                         for confirmation and location of meeting place. 
Sat (last)   Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482 
Sundays 8-30 am Traditional service Anglican Church 4465 1585 
 10 am Contemporary service Anglican Church 4465 1585 
 School holidays 9-30 am service only 

Weekly events 
Mon – Fri  Bus Service to Nowra and   
 Highlands   -   4423 5990 
Mon –Tues-Thurs Mass  St. Joseph’s 8 am 
Mon Bingo – 5 pm  KVB&RC 
Mon 1-3 pm Women's Bible Study  
 Anglican Hall 44651585 
Tues Men's Bowling - noon, Casual  
 Contact Club 4465 1175  
Tues 10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga  
 44 651 364 
Tues 8 pm Meditation Group  
 ph 0427 383 645 
Tues Cuppa & kids  
                    Sunday School Hall  from 9-30 am 
Wed Mass St Joseph’s 6-15 am 
Wed KVRFS Training at Shed  6pm 
Wed           6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact  
                    44   651364 
Thurs                    Pilates KV Hall 1 pm—2
-15 pm 
                          Enquiries 44 651 958 
Thurs          5 pm Golf Croquet 
                     Walking group P.O. 10 am 
Thurs  1-3 pm Women's Care & share -  
 Anglican Hall 44651585 
Sat              Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 8 am 
Sat              1 pm Social Bowls KV Bowling         
Sun             Bowling Club - 'Barefoot Bowls'  
  From 1 pm  
Sun Anglican Church    
 8-30 am Traditional service  
 10 am Contemporary service and  
 Sunday School     
Sun Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am 

Bi-weekly events 
Tuesday (2nd and 4th) Lions Club Carolyn Green 4465 1384 
 
Thursday (1st & 3rd) Men’s Group— 7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 4465 1056 
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If undelivered please return to :- 

KANGAROO VALLEY VOICE 
C/O POST OFFICE, KANGAROO VALLEY 2577 

The monthly community 
newspaper of Kangaroo Valley 

SURFACE MAIL 
POSTAGE PAID AUSTRALIA 
 
PRINT POST No.201494/00039 

SCHOOLS & CHURCHES 
Preschool Jacinta Powell 4465 1327 
Public School John Bond 4465 1182 
P & C                             Ilse O’Reilly          
4465 1767 
Scots College Grahame Allen 4465 1089 
Anglican Church Andrew Patterson 4465 1585 
Sunday School Jeanette Dumbrell 4465 2708 
Catholic Church Anne Dynon 4464 1910 
 

CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS 
CMR Institute Isabel Butler 4465 1248 
Lions Club          Lorraine Mairinger 4465 1031 
V.I.E.W. Club Betty Allan 4465 1154 
C.W.A. Gwen Nelson 4443 3409 
Amnesty Int. Libby Turnock 4465 1357 
Environment        Rosemary Stanton 4465 1711 
Wires  4862 1788 

AGES & STAGES 
Cubs/Scouting   Gary Thomas 4465 1485 
Senior Citizens  Nanette Thompson  4465 2784 
Cuppa and kids  Simone O’Halloran 4465 1102 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
K. V. Show Donna Parker 4465 2170 
Alcholics Anonymous      Rick 4465 1113 
Brogers Creek Landcare    
                        Andrew Fitzsimmons 4465 1482 
Budgong Community Group  
                               Nicholas Carlile  4446 0591 
Cuppa & kids  Simone O’Halloran   4465 1102 
Historical Society Garth Chittick    4465 1367 
FYRE   Karen Harrison   4465 1699 
K.V.C.A..           Barbara Woodney  4465 1117  
KV Garden Group  Lee Sharam        4465 1756 
KVRFB Captain David Smart       4465 1214 
Iyengar Yoga Rose Andrews    4465 1364 
Osborne Park/Hall J. Lenz                4465 1272 
Pioneer Museum    Elaine Apperley 4465 2026 
Rock-Wallaby Melinda Norton 4887 8256               
Tourist Assn Alison Baker 4465 1664 
Upper River Progress Assn   
                               David Loneragan 4465 1364 
 

EMERGENCIES  
Police  13 1444 or 4421 9699 
Ambulance 000  
Poisons 13 1126 
Integral Energy 13 1003  
Lifeline 13 1114 
Fire 000 

 

SPORTS & EXERCISE 

Cricket Club        Greg Thompson         4465 
1531 
Croquet Club Mary McIntyre       4465 2757 
Fishing Club Vinnie Winch 4465 1448  
Golf Club John Rose 4464 2384 
Hockey Club       Sharon Gomez        4465 1580 
Ladies Bowling Margery Good 4465 1341 
Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick 4465 1035 
Pilates Rachael Coady       4465 1958  
Pony Club Sharon Selby 4465 1186 
Rowing Club       Gerry Garrett     0280 048 403 
Tennis Club Bruce Rodway 4465 1756 
Group Secretaries - please check & update details 

 
Kangaroo Valley Bush Retreat is the ideal location  

for Weddings, Conferences & Group bookings 
55 Radiata Road, Kangaroo Valley 

NSW, 2577 02 4465 1472 
www.kangaroovalleybushretreat.com.au 


