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Remembrance Day in the Valley—quiet and respectful 

School activities 
finish on an  

exuberant high 
School Musical Production 

Students and Miss Stathers have 
been working hard to create an 
outstanding performance of ‘How 
Elvis Gets His Groove Back’.  
The performers are reported to be 
making an excellent effort to learn 
their lines, song lyrics and dances 
under the expert guidance of Miss 
Stathers.  
They would love parents and community 
members to attend the performance to be 
held in Week 10; two performances 
between the December 12 and 16, at the 
Kangaroo Valley Hall.  
Tickets will soon be on sale in the KVP 
School  office.  
Thanks to the parents for the support in 

(Continued on page 50) 
KV “Schoolies”, Josh, Daisy and Montana team up  

at the Leadership Camp. More on page 50 

While not on the 
scale of the 
ANZAC day 
commemorations 
in the valley, there 
was nevertheless a 
solemn observance 
of Rememberance 
Day on November 
11, by a reasonable 
turnout. 
Roger Chapman 
(our resident piper) 
was on hand to add 
the appropriate 
musical tribute  the 
small group of 
people in 
attendance warmly 
appreciated his 
performance. 

A most generous  
wedding gift  

 

See page 5 
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Letters to the Editor 
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As we come to the end of another hectic 
and successful year by the Valley Voice 
team, this larger than normal issue 
highlights the onset of inescapable change 
that even finds it’s way into a valley as 
protected and private as this one is. 
There is a longish story on the passing of 
the CWA (mentioned in the November issue) 
wherein Win Palmer (a one time editor of 
the Voice) reflects on the purposes and 
personalities which made up the ethos and 
achievements of the CWA, an organisation 
that undoubedly once was a key social and 
cultural grouping in times past. 
But as CWA disappears there is to be a step up 
of the Upper River community spirit with a 
festival planned for early March 2012. 
There is also a festive spirit afoot with the 
coming of the KV School productions at the KV 
Hall (see wot’s on page 59 for details), a new 
Pantomime scheduled for Saturday December 17 
(also at the Hall), the annual Carols presentation 
at The Church of the Good Shepherd on Sunday 
18 and the return of the Christmas Eve concert at 
the Friendly Inn on December 24. 
This follows a busy November with Melbourne 
Cup Day , a piano recital and and Evening with 
the Thirsty Night Singers (see page 3). 
Whoever said there is “nothing to do” got it 
wrong. 
The FYRE production of the Island was well 
supported (see pages 15 and 16), the group has 
progessed in leaps and bounds in the few years it 
has been operating. 
We also have advance notice of the big annual 
event The Friendly Show staged by the A & H 
Association in February (on page 14 with more 
in our February issue).  
There have been many other events and 
happenings including our story on page 5 of a 
magnificent contribution to a woman’s 
happiness, by the donation of an all expenses 
covered Wedding ceremony for a lady suffering 
terminal cancer. 

The Editor, 
 
We will take your throwaways 
 
Are you decluttering, throwing out 
memorabilia, especially that relating to 
Kangaroo Valley? 
The Kangaroo Valley Historical Society could 
be interested your discards. 
Did you know the Country Music Festival held 
at the Kangaroo Valley Pioneer Farm Museum 
in 1985 included Tommy Miller, Johnny 
Russell, Mary Schneider, Smokey Dawson, 
Ray Kernaghan, Lee Kernaghan, Leanne 
Douglas, Arthur Blanch, Hank Koopman and 
Donna Marie.  

(Continued on page 4) 

The KV Bush Retreat have stepped in to make 
her dream come true.  
Congratulations on your generosity. 
Congratulations also to three local ladies who 
have received awards for community service 
from the Department of Primary Industry. 
Three awards to a small town is quite some 
achievement. 
There is still an air of uncertainty about the 
future of the Bowling Club with an 
extraordinary meeting of the Nowra Bowling 
Club, called for December 4 to consider the 
updated situation and pass motions to the effect 
of putting the affairs and assets of the 
Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club into a format 
which would make it possible to hive off or 
sell the Valley operation, unless the trading 
figures improve dramatically. 
Tony Barnett’s series on People Power 
continues, this month featuring the VIEW Club 
and the Show Society, while Tony also reports 
on the developments re the Seniors Living 
project (see page 4). 
The efforts of the working group appear to be 
achieving positive progess and we look 
forward to seeing some definite proposals 
emerge from the work of the committee to 
date. 
As the busiest time of the year approaches for 
all in the Valley, it would be a good thing to 
support the local shops who (judging by the 
large increase in parcels to the Post Office) are 
really feeling the impact of internet shopping. 
Please support all the local businesses (some of 
whom are advertising their wares on page 26) 
because without a profitable base from local 
residents it is difficult for the retailers to 
continue to provide choice and variety, which 
is what tourists are looking for. 
Finally my thanks to the contirbutors and 
advertisers of the Voice for their continued 
support, ideas and feedback, for without that 
stimulus there would be something missing in 
our endeavours to provide an interesting read 
and an independent views on Valley matters. 
Season’s greeting to all                   Carl Leddy 

End of one era but many new beginnings 
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The Department of Primary Industries 
recently announced the names of ’The 
hidden treasures’ for 2011.  
The “Treasures” are women in rural 
areas who have contributed to their 
community. They are honoured every year 

Parkinson’s stall at the Tulip Festival in 
Bowral. 
Joan would spend over 40 hours a week doing 
community work and every Christmas she 
hosts a “vintage” morning tea at her home for 
older people in the Valley.   
During the year she also finds time to regularly 
visit some of them for a cuppa and a chat. 
Joan is always cheerful and willing to help any 
person or organisation and is greatly admired 
by the community.   
In 2007 she was awarded the Shoalhaven 
Citizen of the Year Award which was a first 
for Kangaroo Valley. 
 

 Loo Taylor 
 

Loo Taylor is a treasure who works 
behind the scenes in our Rural Fire 
Service (RFS) both on the ground and 
in logistical roles. 
Loo has been an active firefighter with the 
Beaumont Rural Fire Brigade for nine years 
and qualified as a  crew leader last year.  
She is currently doing driver training to enable 
her to drive the tanker.  
This year she took the role of president to 
further support the brigade in an administrative 
role. 
Loo has worked in tourism in Kangaroo Valley 
for the last ten years and has been a committee 
member of the tourist association for most of 
that time.  
Her love of bushwalking and the Valley have 
led her to work with National Parks and 

Wildlife Service to 
improve signage for 
walks. Loo helped 
produce maps and a 
historic walk booklet 
for the KVTA and is 
currently working on 
a series of self-guided 
tours for visitors. 

June Luscombe 
 

June moved from Sydney to Kangaroo 
Valley in 1973 with her husband and 
two girls to run a large property.   
They initially became involved with the annual 
Valley show, Lions Club and the local Rural 
Fire Brigade to meet people and help with 
community activities. 
June loves to volunteer and no task is too 
onerous or time consuming.   
She has been a long time helper at the Pioneer 
Park, which is operated solely by volunteers.   
Magnolia Cottage has been another of her 
interests for 25 years and she regularly takes 
older residents to Nowra for weekly shopping. 
June is a Life Member of the Show Society, 
honoured for her tireless devotion to the 
organisation over many years. 
A highlight of her achievements has been her 
25 year role as Catering Manager for 
Children’s Medical Research in the valley.   
For many years she organised a volunteer 
catering service for weddings, balls, birthday 
parties and other social events raising large 
sums of money for the community. 

June has a keen eye 
for business and 
continues to steer the 
catering for annual 
Melbourne Cup and 
Jeans for Genes Day 
events.   
The attendance at 
Champagne 
Luncheons is more 

Locals make 2011 Primary Industries honour roll 
and Kangaroo Valley would be delighted to 
have three ‘treasures’ recognized in such a 
manner.  
The 2011 selections include June Luscombe, Loo 
Taylor and Joan Bray from the Valley and their 
citations as printed in the Department’s annual 
notice of awards are reprinted here. 

than 100 so getting it right is June’s specialty. 
She is well liked in Kangaroo Valley and is 
worthy of the highest praise for her willingness 
to continue to devote more than 30 hours a week 
to volunteering and is acknowledged as a sincere 
and hard working member of this community. 
 

Joan Bray 
 

Joan was born in Brisbane.   
She was an air hostess with Australian 
National Airlines where she met and 
married her husband.   
They later moved to Sydney and raised four 
boys. In 1995 Joan and her husband moved to 
Kangaroo Valley and became involved in 
community activities. 
Joan has been a very active organiser of the 
Valley’s ANZAC Day march and service, 
fundraising for the Children’s Medical Research 
Institute, helping with the Historical Society, 
Pioneer Park, school canteen, school reading and 
the Arts Festival. 
She contributes to the local newspaper and has 
researched and written two books recording the 
social history of the district from pioneering days 
to the present time which are outstanding gifts to 

the Valley community. 
Joan runs a small 
property on her own 
since her husband died 
eight years ago.   
More recently she has 
become involved with 
the Nowra Older 
Women’s Network and 
is assisting with the 

Thirsty Night 
Singers  
light up  
The Gallery 
Forty guests of The Gallery in 
Kangaroo Valley were stunned 
and delighted by an encore 
performance of the Kangaroo 
Valley based, seven member 
acapella group in late November. 
For many guests it was their first 
experience of the singers who provided 
once again a thoroughly professional 
and totally satisfying program in the 
colourful and intimate setting, with  the 
advantage of splendid acoustics. 
They received standing ovations 
especially when they performed their 
now signature piece Bohemian 
Rhapsody at the end of each bracket. 
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Letters to the Editor (continued) 

Written & authorised by Joanna Gash MP 
24 Berry Street  NOWRA   2541 

Getting the Job Done! 

Joanna Gash MP 
Federal Member for Gilmore 

 

May I help you? 

My office is open 8am to 6pm Monday to 
Friday and is located at 

24 Berry Street, Nowra 2541 
Ph: 4423 1782   Fax: 4423 1785 

joanna.gash@aph.gov.au 
www.joannagash.com.au 

Quite a line up that was discovered from the 
Folk Festival promotional material! 
Do you have photos of the event that the 
Kangaroo Valley Historical Society could scan 
and return the original to you? 
Do you have photos or memorabilia that you 
can donate or share with the Kangaroo Valley 
Historical Society?  
This could include event programs, tickets and 
photos, building or house photos, sporting 
team photos, family photos, poster 
advertisements, etc. 
All material provided will be treated with the 
utmost care and recorded as part of the history 
of Kangaroo Valley. 
Remember today's memory is tomorrow's 
history. 

Peter Dumbrell 
Kangaroo Valley Historical Society 

Email: history@kangaroovalleymuseum.com  
Home phone       4465 2708 
Museum  phone 4465 1306 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Editor 
 

Council encouraging proper 
disposal of unwanted analogue 

televisions 
 
Shoalhaven City Council is reminding 
residents to properly dispose of unwanted 
analogue television sets in the lead up to the 
cessation of the local analogue transmission 

signal on 5 June 2012. 
Residents wishing to dispose of analogue 
television sets can do so at any Shoalhaven City 
Council waste and recycling centre, waste depot 
or weigh station for a small fee. 
All collected televisions are transported to local 
contractor TRSE Waste, who will then dismantle 
and recycle the product. 
It is extremely important local residents properly 
disposed of analogue televisions in the lead up to 
the switching off of the analogue transmission 
signal. 
With an expected increase in the number of 
unwanted analogue televisions throughout the 
City it is extremely important that local residents 
take proper care in the disposal of these items.”  
Analogue televisions contain a number of 
harmful chemicals and gases making it vital that 
these electrical devices are disposed of in a 
sensible and sustainable fashion. 
With 99 percent of the television able to be 
recycled, residents will also be able to do their 
bit for the environment by properly disposing of 
their unwanted television. 
There is an $8 surcharge on all electrical items 
taken to Shoalhaven City Council Waste depots. 
The full list of Council waste depot locations are 
available at www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au. 

 
Paul Green 

Mayor 

The Editor 
 
Church on the lookout for memories 
 
The Church of the Good Shepherd in Kangaroo 
Valley is celebrating its 140th anniversary in 

Following a survey in the Voice last year, 
an informal group has been considering 
the feasibility of establishing some facility 
for seniors’ accommodation in Kangaroo 
Valley.  The group has contacted several 
operators in the field and, based on the 
outcome of those contacts, has had 
preliminary discussions with, and inspected 
facilities operated by, three organisations. 
 

At a meeting on 21 November the group 
established a steering committee to pursue those 
investigations further.   
Its members are Tony Barnett (Chair), Simon 
Harrington (Secretary), John Ballinger, Jennefer 
Hutton, Chris Pryor, Lee Sharam and John 
Skidmore.   
The committee decided to expand its aims, to 
include assisting seniors to remain in their own 
homes.   
Hence the name “Seniors Accommodation and 
Support”.   
A suggested alternative, “Over the Hill but Still 
in the Valley” was very tempting, but thought to 
be a little too long for the name of a committee. 
 

Of the three organisations on our “short list”, the 
committee agreed to discard one, the Abbeyfield 

Group, because under its model facilities are 
managed by volunteer committees from the 
local community, whose members typically 
have experience in aged care and it was 
thought that we would have difficulty finding 
in Kangaroo Valley enough volunteers for that 
purpose for an indefinite period.   
We will be pursuing further discussions, at a 
higher level than in our initial contacts, with 
the other two organisations – The Royal 
Freemasons Benevolent Institution and Uniting 
Care – and will report on the outcome in a 
future issue of the Voice. 
 

In pursuit of our aim to assist seniors to remain 
in their own homes as long as possible, the 
committee will be collecting information on all 
available services and disseminating that 
information to our community through the 
Voice and, in due course, on the KV 
community website.   
If anyone is aware of home services currently 
available in the valley, please provide details to 
Jennefer Hutton on 4465 1100. 
 

If anyone has any other questions, comments 
or suggestions, please contact me on 4465 
1800 or any other member of the committee. 
 

Tony Barnett 

Progress report on Senior’s 
accommodation and support project 

March 2012.  
We will be celebrating 140 years of the church 
and its people.  
Does anyone have any photos, memorabilia or 
documents that you would be willing to share 
for our exhibition?  
I am planning to have a display for each year 
starting from 1872.  
Wedding photos, baptismal certificates, photos 
of the Flower Show, photos of any church 
gatherings, photos of any of our previous 
clergy and newspaper clippings would be most 
welcome.  
The Historical Society is providing relevant 
information to us as a starter.  
If you wish to share your documents with us 
we will scan them and return the originals to 
you immediately.  
We will use the scanned copy in the exhibition. 
Hoping to hear from you. 

Jeannette Dumbrell         4465 2708  
or Rev Andrew Paterson 4465 1585 

The Editor 
 
Church on the lookout for 
memories 
 
From “Shut the Gate” to ‘Bohemian 
Rhapsody”!    
The harmonious and polished performance by 
the Thirsty Night Singers had us on our feet at 
The Gallery on Sunday night.   
A standing ovation as well to Carl and Larraine 
for their hospitality. 
 

Virginia Crocker 
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Recently the Proprietor of the KV Bush 
Retreat, Kurt Menzel listened to an on 
air discussion between Jackie O (part-
time resident of Kangaroo Valley) and 
Kyle Sandilands on their Sydney radio 
station. 
They were talking about a letter they had 
received which pulled on the heartstrings and 
moved them to try and meet the request for  
their assistance. 
Below is the letter which literally turned a 
snowball of help into an avalanche of goodwill 
and special add-ons to result in “making a 
dream come true” 
 

I have a close family member who wants to get 
married to his partner Wendy West of 23 years  
They have six children she has recently been 
diagnosed with cancer and it's terminal 
cancer.  
They are struggling health and finacially.   
Robert would like to marry his partner  
but his monies situation prevents that from 
happening and she has only got short time  
to live and I would like it if you could help us 
in some way.  
It would be mostly appreciated. 
Thank you kindly   
Mrs Cetrice Sargeant. 

 

Jackie O and Kyle then arranged to talk with 
Wendy and Robert and were both further 
determined to help in any way possible. 
That was when Kurt responded and set the ball 
rolling in an extremely generous and 
meaningful way. 
 

KV Bush Retreat offered their property 
free of charge for a wedding package 

valued at $12,000. 
 

This package included  
 

Accommodation for a two night 
midweek stay for the wedding couple 

and 50 of their  
closest family and friends.   

Champagne and pre-wedding canapés 
on the deck overlooking the Valley 

 

A delightful three course  
wedding Banquet.   

 
 

When asked about his generous offer Kurt 
Menzel commented “We hope to make this 
wedding one to remember and I hope the 
community gets behind it.” 
And so it has. 
In addition to the basic gift of the wedding 
Wendy and Robert will also receive: 
 
Photography from Peter Merison 
Marriage Celebrant Nerolie Barnes 
Flowers from Jen Willmott 
Hair Styling by Cherie Dette 
Cake and catering by Katrina Endean 
Linen from Alsco 
Wedding accessories by Marie: Wedding Bells 
Coolroom from Albatross Coolrooms 
The wedding itself is currently planned to take 

Generous valley offer to make a dream come true 

place on around 4 pm(to be 
confirmed) on Tuesday December 
13.   
It will be an Aboriginal traditional 
ceremony and something quite 
different and special. 
 

Editor’s note. 
Hi Kurt. 
Thank you for this news and 
congratulations on your decision 
to bring some obviously needed 
sunshine into the life of this 
couple, to whom you are giving a 
practical (on the one hand) and 
inspiring (on the other hand) gift. 
It is an act of outstanding 
generosity and K.V. Bush Retreat should be 
praised for such a contribution to those who are 
in such desperate need. 

 

Wendy and Robert, soon to live their dream, 
thanks to the intercession of a friend, some 

sympathetic radio hosts and the generosity of a 
valley based hospitality business. 

The spectacular backdrop at KV Bush Retreat is an ideal setting for a dream wedding 
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VIEW Club Community corner 
On another beautiful day at the 
Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club the 
VIEW Club met for their AGM and 
lunch.  
Lyn Gerstenberg from Nowra, our retiring 
Zone Councillor, and newly elected National 
Councillor was our guest.  
She gave a talk on the founders of VIEW and 
George Forbes. 
Shortly before Christmas in 1922, five 
businessmen returning from a trip to the Blue 
Mountains visited an orphanage to share the 
Christmas spirit by providing the children with 
toys and sweets.  
Wishing their donation to be anonymous, each 
man responded as ‘Smith’ when asked his 
name by the matron of the establishment.  
And so ‘The Smith Family’ came into 
existence. George Forbes 1915-2006, an 
Adelaide philanthropist and advocate for 
women was one of those men. 

During the depression The Smith Family assisted 
with food and clothing needs of thousands of 
Australians as unemployment soared and 
responsibility for the care of children and 
families fell to such organisations such as The 
Smith Family.  
They continued with charitable works such as 
reacting to the needs of refugee families fleeing 
war in Vietnam and Timor and supporting the 
residents of Darwin after Cyclone Tracey and in 
many other areas of need. 
In 1933 when rheumatic fever became a major 
health issue affecting children, The Smith Family 
set up a special hospital, Mt Arcadia in North 
Parramatta, to care for them.  
It closed in 1958. 
In 1950 George Forbes was appointed General 
Secretary of The Smith Family and remained 
with them for 32 years. 
In 1960 seeing the need for women to have 
greater opportunity to participate in Australian 
politics he founded the VIEW clubs of Australia 
movement. 
Within the first year 26 clubs were formed in 
Sydney with Balgowlah being the first. 

After retiring George continued with his 
association with The Smith Family by 
becoming an Honorary Director. 
Now The Smith Family and VIEW work 
cohesively as a children’s charity to see that 
disadvantaged Australian children realise their 
potential through education.  
VIEW members will continue to make a 
difference to thousands of Australian children 
in need of extra support. 
Lyn also spoke to us about the new CEO of 
The Smith Family - Lisa O’Brien who was 
appointed in February 2011. 
Lisa is a medical practitioner registered in 
NSW and a fellow of the Royal Australian 
Medical Administrators.  
She also holds a Master of Business 
Administration and a Master of Management 
and Coaching. 
In 1999 Lisa played an instrumental role in 
successfully founding Lou’s Place, a drop in 
centre and support for women in need.  
She was part of a small group who set up 
operations for establishing services for women, 
securing funding from individuals as well as 
the corporate sector and developing 
volunteering strategies. 
Lisa is very impressed with VIEW and never 
fails to praise the work of women in the 
organisation at every opportunity. 
Kangaroo Valley VIEW Club extends its 
congratulations to Lyn for her appointment to 
the National Executive of VIEW and also to 
our VIEW friend from Berry, Lorraine 
Montgomery, who we are proud to say is the 
new National President. 
Our AGM elected  
Jan Cole -  President,  
Barbara Bloom – Secretary,  
Margaret McLachlan – Assistant Secretary, 
Jeannette Dumbrell – Treasurer,  
Christine Short – Assistant Treasurer,  
Jan Starkey and  Sue Pfafflin – Program 
Officers. 
Carole McCallum continues in her role as 
Vice-President and  
Una Chapman as Delegate. 
Our next meeting and Christmas lunch will be 
held at the Kangaroo Valley Bowling club on 
Friday 9th December.  
11.30am for 12 noon.  
Please phone Jan Starkey on 4465 2080 or 
email her jjstarkey42@bigpond.com by 6 pm 
on the Wednesday before the lunch if you are 
unable to attend.  
It is necessary for us to provide the caterer with 
accurate numbers for our luncheon otherwise 
our club will be charged. 
New members and guests are welcome. 
Please phone our Assistant Secretary, 
Margaret McLachlan 4465 1946 for details.  

             
Jeannette Dumbrell              

Publicity Officer 

Wingecaribee WIRES  
Rescue number  

4862 1788 
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K.V. School report 
K.V.P.S was lucky 
enough to have two 
wonderful student 
teachers called Mr Tyson 
and Ms Brogan for the 
last three weeks. 
Year 6 had a fantastic time 
with Mr Tyson.  
He taught us about pi.  
We loved his fantastic maths 
lessons using the interactive 
smart board and the awesome 
outdoor ball games we played.  
We loved his sense of humour 
and the way he assisted us 
with our learning.  
Miss Brogan is always 

looking out for people who are struggling and 
need help.  
We love Miss Brogan’s interactive games on 
the smart board and her determination in 
Binder ball.  

Stage 2 Excursion to Sydney 
Early in the morning, at 6.30 am, Stage 
2 students, bursting with excitement,  
departed on a bus to Sydney.  
After a bus trip that felt like it would never 
end, we finally arrived at the Power 
House Museum.  
We especially liked seeing the space shuttle 
and finding a piece of the moon.  
We also loved the ferry ride to Manly, and the 
penguin we saw on the beach.  
It was very special cruising under the Harbour 
Bridge and past the Opera House.  We loved 
the walking tour of ‘The Rocks’ and acting as 

convicts.  
We learnt how the aboriginal people fared with 
the early foreign settlers.  
On the tour of ‘HMAS’ Vampire, it was 
fascinating to see the galley, the hospital, 
where the sailors slept and the large canons. 
Sharing a cabin overnight with our friends was 
lots of fun and we particularly enjoyed the trip 
to a lolly shop, before we sadly departed for 
home.  

Molly and Sascha 

Student teachers and school excursion 

Thank you so much for making 2B classroom a 
fun and an enjoyable place to be.  
We loved having you. 
It is very sad to see them leave but we know they 
will be great teachers and we hope they visit 
K.V.P.S again.   

Savannah, Montana and Tessa        
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Country Womens 
Association  

Kangaroo Valley Branch 
by Win Palmer 

 

Nancy Cochrane 

A proud history of community service 

Una Batty with her 90th birthday present quilt 
designed by Yvonne Penson, patchworked by 

members of the Kangaroo Valley branch 

THANK YOU AND GOOD NIGHT! 
A short history of the branch and 
membership as the members say farewell, 
fold their tents and fade into the mists of 
times past, here is the story of members and 
the service they have given over time.  
The branch first formed in 1927, five years 
after the inaugural meeting of the Country 
Women’s Association of New South Wales.  
The Branch opened with 10 members as part of 
the Southern Highlands Group and within a 
year had a membership of 29.  
It was very active during the next few years but 
had to close in 1933 due to falling membership 
as things changed in the Valley, during the 
great depression.  
It reformed in 1967 with the wife of the local 
constable, Mrs Fleming, being the main mover 
and shaker.  
She became president of the newly formed 
branch, which this time was part of 
Wollondilly Group. 
This is not an erudite, historical report; it is my 
ideas and thoughts formed over the years from 
my involvement in the branch, talking to 
people and reading snips from old papers and 
minute books. 

Thumbnails of some well known members 
Gwen Nelson was a founding member in 1967 
when the branch reformed and has served in 
some capacity ever since.  
Forty-four years of service to the community is a 
long record and she has done this with a smile 
and good nature in many positions over the 
years.  
She has served as President, Secretary (22 
years!), Handicraft Officer and as Councillor to 
Group. She served as a Wollondilly Group 
Officer for some time and as a Vice President of 
the Group.    
During these years Gwen has made great 
contributions to the fund raising efforts of the 
branch.  
Her exquisite embroidery, padded coat hangers 
and crochet has sold well on stalls and her 
general knowledge of local people has helped 
those of us who are blow-ins to make lasting 
friendships.  
Gwen is now a life member of CWA and is 
transferring to Nowra Branch.       
Others will go to Berry Branch and to Bowral.  
Many of you will remember Doris Blinman, ‘the 
panther lady’. She was a great source of 
knowledge of the local area to newcomers.  
She regaled for hours with stories (some tall I am 
sure!)  of personalities in the community and the 
local history.  
Doris is now living at Harbison 
Care on the Highlands still as 
talkative but a little less mobile.  
Doris was International Officer 
for the branch for 20 years!!! 
Doris is also a life member of the 
association 
Since this is a short history some 
of these ‘thumbnails’ are of 
departed valley residents.  
Another of our long standing 
members was the late Doris 
Good whom many of you will 
remember. She served as 
President, treasurer, handicraft 
and cookery officer over the 
years she was a member. Doris 
was a fine knitter, she made 
lovely layettes for babes.  
She crocheted beautiful rugs, 
made lovely jams and slices and 
cakes.  
All these talents she used to great effect for our 
street stalls and raffles to raise funds.  
Several of her handicraft articles were of a 
standard to enter the State competition.  
As were cakes and jams. 

Yvonne Penson who sadly died some years 
ago, was a well loved sister too.  
This lady was only a member for 10 years or 
so but brought great joy to us.  
She served as Treasurer, President and 
Handicraft officer during her membership. Her 
interpersonal skills were outstanding as she 
gently poured oil on troubled waters where 
personalities clashed from time to time.  
Yvonne 
designed 
several quilts 
which members 
made over the 
years to present 
to such 
facilities as 
Karinya at the 
David Berry 
Hospital.  
Her quilts were 
exhibited and 
entered into 
competitions at 
various local shows 
Another stalwart no longer with us was Una 
Batty.  
This lady put many of us to shame as she 
traipsed off with husband in tow to Paraguay 

and the Antarctic!  
If I can make such a trip at the age of  eighty 
nine I shall go down in the annals of my family 
as an Amazon – even if I never visit that area 
of our planet!  
Una was a great example of the adage ‘One is 
only as old as one feels’  
At the State Conference held some years ago in 
Dubbo she was still dancing when the younger 
delegates from  Kangaroo Valley had all 
‘retired – hurt’ limping off to bed! 
Gloriel Knox, yet another late member, was 
our Cultural Officer for several years.  
She was really good at finding interesting 
places to go but her eccentricity was legend! I 
recall a visit to North Rocks School (for 
children with sight and hearing difficulty) 
where we were to arrive at a certain time.  

Christine Short (left) and Wendy Norris  
at the launch of the branch Honey book 
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Dr. Jeanette Keir MBBS (NSW),  
Has rooms at the  

Kangaroo Valley Community Centre (Ambulance Station) 
 
 

Usual opening hours 
Mondays 2-30 pm to 5-30 pm 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9-30 am to 1 pm  
and 2-3o pm to 5-30 pm 

Thursdays 9-30 am to 1 pm 
 

Consultations and house calls by appointment 
 

44 652 007 and 0467 492 524 

The decision was to all meet at Bowral 
Railway Station for the trip to Sydney.  
All except Gloriel, who kept Kangaroo Valley 
time, arrived OK.  
After much nail biting we boarded the train 
without her and set off.  
We arrived at the school and still no Gloriel! 
Then, as we entered, up she trotted  - had 
driven all the way trying to meet the train and 
join us at each station until she finally made 
the decision having missed us at 
Campbelltown, to meet us at North Rocks.!  
I was some 10 years younger than she but 
would have been a gibbering wreck if I had 
tried to do that!   
Nowadays this would not happen of course. 
The mobile phone is taking the adventure out 
of life methinks! 
Nancy Cochrane was another founding 
member of the Branch in Kangaroo Valley in 
1967 and remained so until she moved to Berry 
in 1996.  
Like so many women of 20C she was a superb 
cook (aren’t most farm wives?) and entered the 
Land Cookery competition each year.  
One year she was babysitting at Scone as the 
State Conference approached and with it the 
State Competition. Not to be undone by her 
situation she used her daughter’s oven and 
cooked a fruit cake which disappointed her. 
We are such creatures of habit when we decide 
to cook. No luck that year in Tamworth, but in 
1989 Nancy won the section for carrot cake 
and to make sure it wasn’t a fluke she repeated 
the success the following year.  
Nancy was the proud recipient of a long 
service bar. 
All these ladies were examples of what the 
Country Women’s Association stands for. 
They provided meals for folk too sick or aged 
to provide for themselves a sort of meals on 
wheels before it became an organised thing. 
They shopped for folk, they took them to 
appointments or just visited them for a cuppa. 
CWA branches started up so  many things that 
now are formalised with Government funding 
and therefore Government interference!!  
Thank God we live in a community where we 
still think and do things for ourselves to the 
benefit of our community.  
There are many here who still portray the 
empathy and compassion of these women.  

Community Involvement of the Branch 
The Association acts as a lobby group to State 
and Federal Government with no political bias.  
In 1996 Kangaroo Valley successfully 
presented a motion to the State Conference  
requesting that the State and Federal 
Governments and Shoalhaven Council be 
lobbied to upgrade Main Road 92 from Nowra 
to Nerriga  (gazetted in 1845 as a major road) 
to ease traffic on the Nowra/ Moss Vale Road. 
We were successful in the endeavour with 
local, state and federal governments all 
agreeing to this and apportioning funds.  
Our local Council was the first to bite the 
bullet and commenced work, the Federal 
Government funds were available but the State 
Government dragged the chain a bit.  
However, fifteen years later the road is almost 
completely hard surfaced and drivable for its 
entire length.   

(Continued from page 8) 

I suppose one has to accept that like the mills of 
God, the wheels of government grind slow but 
get the job done in the end. 
The branch was involved in lobbying for seat 
belts and CWA is still actively urging seat belts 
on buses for school children.  
I wonder whether we will live long enough to see 
this become law? 
Whilst Christine Short was Land Cookery 
Officer the Branch launched a book of honey 
based recipes thanks to Christine and her 
husband David.  
I still have a copy which I am hiding from my 
granddaughter! 

Charities   
Over the years the Branch members have raised 
funds for many charities.  
The Country Women’s Association of New 
South Wales has particular organisations to 
which it makes regular donations.  
All branches send funds raised to Sydney and 
state to which charities they wish the money 
donated.  
As well as this, members also support their local 
communities in keeping with the aims of CWA 
such as health, education, family life and so on.  
The Fistula Hospital in Addis Ababa.  
We first heard about this from Gloriel, a cousin 
of Dr Catherine Hamlin.  
As a branch we have held this as a special charity 
and the State Association also supports. We have 

helped make knitted shawls for the ladies at 
this hospital 
The Mercy Ships  - This is a not for profit 
organisation that provides medical care along 
the coast of Africa.  
The medicos and nurses give their time freely 
and monies donated buy goods and equipment. 
I suppose it is similar to Medecins sans 
Frontieres.  
The charity provides a great service 
Dr Chris O’Brien’s Life House; Most of you 
will know of this charity envisioned by the late 
‘head and neck’ oncology surgeon who himself 
became a victim of brain cancer. 

(Continued on page 58) 

Win Palmer with Doris Blinman 

 Presentation of cheque to Gayle Harvey in 2003. L to R Wendy Norris, Eileen Judge,  
Doris Blinman, Betty Allan , Doris Good, Gayle Harvey and Win Palmer 
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services at berry:  
•            physiotherapy 
•            hydrotherapy 
•            falls prevention 
•            home visits 

services at gerringong  
are the same as at berry plus: 
•             womens’ health/continence 
• massage therapy 
• dry needling 
• gym membership 
• psychology 
• exercise programs 
• podiatry 

physiotherapists 
mark burns 
belinda henry 
vicki Angwin 
pat moore 
sheryl dickinson 
alison crofts 

massage therapists 
laura stoertz 
robyn mckean 
 

psychologist 
janine gent 
 

podiatrist 
nathan wolhuter 

for all appointments please call gerringong on   4234 4666 

2011 has indeed been an interesting 
year for your local Lions and the 
organisation as a whole.   
We started the year with many disasters 
and people requiring support of differing 
kinds in their hard times.   
Lions can hold their head high that they were 
involved in the high profile disasters but also 
more importantly in the local ones where we 
our neighbours, friends and family needed that 
little extra. 

The swimming pool opened at the start of 
November and many of you realised the value of 
the season pass and this year we sold more than 
we usually do.   
They are still on sale and offer great value and 
for a modest low fee you then have access to the 
pool for the whole season.   
To those who have purchased these already, 
thank you.  They make the life of the guards 
easier and it also helps us maintain the 
continuation of the pool for you.   
Plans are being made for the Learn to Swim 
classes that we normally have run in the pool in 
the school holidays.   
This will be subject to the availability of a 
suitable teacher so watch out for the notices. 
This year we have sent many pairs of old 
prescription glasses off to those less fortunate.   
So rather than leave those old glasses in the 
drawer, please consider donating them to the 
glasses campaign that lions has been running for 
a number of years.   
They can be left in a box at the Chemist in town. 
At the hotel on Christmas Eve, Lions will again 
be out selling their tickets in the hamper.   
This is a great hamper and your support would 
be appreciated.   
Lions are also running a first aid course for some 
of their members and if you would like to update 
your qualifications please contact Jason Horton 

on 4465 2222 who can provide you details 
about when this is being run.   
The course will also be suitable to first timers. 
The primary school scholarships continue and 
again this year we will be rewarding two local 
children with $500 towards their first year at 
high school.   
While talking of young people the Annual 
Youth of the Year campaign will be run on the 
10th December 2011 at the Osborne Park Hall.   
There are three great young local contestants 
and this is shaping up to be a great contest.   
If you are interested in a good night out and 
want to see our young people doing their best 
call our Lion Tamer, Carolyn Green on  4465 
1384, who will only be too happy to give you 
the details and take your booking. 
The Lions Christmas cakes and puddings are 
available, as always at the usual venues.   
They make great presents and are yummy as 
well.   
On behalf of the Kangaroo Valley Lions family 
may your Christmas and New Year be safe and 
filled with family and friends.   
After Christmas Eve Lions take a break when 
they too can spend time with their families and 
recharge their batteries.   
There is of course always one guarantee and 
that is that they will be back in 2012, rested. 

Jason Horton 

Last call for Art and Soul  participation 
The preparation for the publication of 
the book designed to showcase many 
special features of Kangaroo Valley is 
well underway, with new surprises 
appearing each week. 
The editorial and photographic team are in 
action virtually every day and are 
discovering even more depth and interesting 
subjects in the agricultural, horticultural 
and artistic culture of the productive and 

innovative citizens of this valley. 
The deadline is fast approaching (like 
December 7) for finalising the content of “Art 
and soul of the Valley”, so any growers, 
sowers, breeders, painters, sculptors, 
photographers, music makers, instrument 
makers, jewellers and the like who would like 
to be featured in the book, please contact us 
without delay. 

Either telephone Carl on 44 651 621 or 
email thevoice@kangaroovalley.nsw.au  

Kangaroo Valley Post Office 

Stationery 
 

Ink cartidges 
 

 
Planet Ark recycling 

Think 
globally 
Transact 
locally 
 

Bendigo 
Bank 
 

CBA 
 

NAB 
 

St George 
 

IMB 
 

Illawarra 
C.U. 
 

Teachers 
C.U. 
 

Police C.U. 
 

Visa Cr 
 

Mastercard 
Cr 
 

+ 70 more 
financial 
institutions 
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Melbourne Cup in the Valley 2011 

A delightful setting at the Bowling 
Club, beautiful weather and a happy 
group of people all ensured a wonderful 
Cup Day Luncheon event. 
As Angus Kennedy sagely remarked, ‘It’s 
the best dressed day in the Valley’. 

The Committee wishes to thank Nikki and 
Gerald for the excellent luncheon and the Club 
Manager, Stuart Christison for his unfailing 
support. 

Left to right: Gerard and Babrara Volk, Joan Bray, Jan Col, June Luscombe, Joan Good, Carlene 
Gosnell, Dawn Daley and Courtney Clark, well in the mood on the big day 

A big thank 
you to Jo 
Wilmott who 
lent her 
beautiful 
Miscellaneum 
jewellery for 
the fashion 
parade.  
Through the 
generosity of many donors, there was a variety 
of interesting prizes for the Raffle and the Hat 
Parade drew record competitors; making the 
judges’ task extremely difficult. 
The Committee wishes to thank the eighty 
people who made the effort to ‘dress up’ for 
the occasion and offer monetary support for 
CMRI.  
There were 
also 
several 
generous 
donations 
from 
members 
of the 
community 
and this 
contributed 
to the total 
of $2500 
raised on 
the day. 
Thank you 
to all. 
This year 
we were 
fortunate 
to have special help with the decorations from 
the talented Quietta and the resulting colour 
and innovations certainly gave the WOW 
factor to the venue. 
Another Cup and another winner for the record 
books.  
See you all next November. 

Joan Bray 
 

Three well dressed ladies on show 

Chef Gerald carves ham for the diners 

Left to right: Mary McIntyre, Jenelle Brangwin 
and Alan Gilden dressed in their finest. 

George Howe and Isobel Butler enjoying the day 



December 2011  Kangaroo Valley Voice     www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 12 

 

Preschool News 
The year is drawing to a close and the 
children are getting excited about our 
end of year presentation.  
We are going to decorate the pre school , 
then invite our families to hear us sing 
some of our favourite songs. (We have 
been practising every day!)  

We will have a party morning tea, then we will 
see the “Magic Jester” who is coming to perform 

for us. (December 14, 9.30 am Mums and Dads!) 
In the meantime we continue to play! (It’s how 
we learn) Jungle animals have been one of our 
big interests – especially lions!  
Our book of big cats has been perused over and 

over again. The children have built amazing 
jungle scenarios using the toy animals, blocks 
and many other items they find in the classroom. 
(Even the painting dryer turned into a multi level 
jungle house!) 

Sean Kramer 
has written 
another 
fantastic 
Pantomime - 
“Aladdin and 
the Magic 
Lamp.”  The 
show can be 
seen at the 
Kangaroo 
Valley Hall on 
Saturday 
December 17 
at 2 pm and 
6pm.  
It is a fun show 
for all the family, featuring all local 
performers. The proceeds of the show will be 
donated to the pre school – THANK YOU 
SEAN!   The proceeds from last year’s 
pantomime 
enabled us to 
buy a lap top 
computer!   
Our eldest 
children are 
getting ready to 
move on to the 
big school next 
year.  
They have had 
orientation days 
and are getting 
very excited 
about their new 
horizons.  
Our younger 
children will 
soon be our 
“Big Kids”- a 
new outlook for them too!  
Enrolments are open for 2012.  
There are places available on each day of the 
week at present.  
If you would like to enrol your child, contact 

us on 44651327 or pop in and visit us.  
You would be most welcome. 

V & A.K. Winch 
Rural Contractors 

Over 25 years industry experience 
 

*          All forms of rural fencing          *      Enclosed gardens 
*          Slashing—Spraying                      *      Bridges and jetties 
*          Stables & day sheds                   *      Cattle yards and horse arenas 
*          Property management               *      Vineyards 
*          Rural consultancy                       *      Water carting 
*          Chem Cert accredited 
 

 

Vincent 0427 898 863 
Sean 0458 233 699 
Ph: 02 4465 1448 

 

ABN 890 440 920 83 

The Jungle House 

See the silk worms 

The Jungle Castle 

Reading about big cats 

Getting ready for the Panto 

Stella practising  
the Teapot song 
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through the 
plantation and 
choosing just the 
right one to suit 
your own special 
requirements can 
induce a feeling that 
you’re following in 
a much older 
tradition, more like 
the woodcutter in 
the northern 
European forests. 
Often it is the 
aroma from the pine 
tree that 
immediately evokes 
the Christmas 
season.  
As soon as it is brought indoors that familiar 
smell wafts through the house; it, as much as 
the sight of the tree, reminds all that Christmas 
will soon be here and excitement begins to 
mount noticeably.  
But Christmas comes and goes and it is after 
Christmas that the tree is no longer quite so 
wonderful.   
The needles begin to drop all over the floor and 
it is time to take it down, which somehow 
always seems to take much longer than putting 
it up.  Then comes the problem of what to do 
with the now old Christmas tree.  
One of our visitors to Kangaroo Valley once 
whittled the trunk down and made it into a 
walking stick, so his tree will stay with him 
long after Christmas.  
Normally however, the disposal marks, without 
any mistake, the finality of the fact that 
Christmas is over for yet another year. 
Last weekend we were having dinner with the 
family when the rainforest around the BBQ 
became alive with the blinking lights of dozens 
of fireflies.   
They flittered around all the trees, which 
looked as though they had been strung with 
tiny Christmas lights.  
It was a signal that once again it is time for us 
to go and find our tree for Christmas. 
 

Reflections 

by Jenelle Brangwin 

Open 7 days a week 7 am to 6 pm 

My old picture book lies open at a full-
page illustration of a woodcutter 
dragging a fir tree through the snow.   
It is a tree for Christmas and his back is bent 
against the force of a storm, his warm scarf 
blowing in the wind.   
The scene looks cold, the whiteness not 
diminishing the dark and gloom, but it is the 
one I first remember when I think of Christmas 
trees.   

Of course, the next page of the story goes on to 
describe the warm scene in the simple log 
cabin when the tree is finally inside and 
decorated, but I have no special memory of 
that. 
Fir trees and Christmas, the two go together, 
but only if you’re in the Northern Hemisphere.  
The closest we ever got to dragging our own fir 
tree through the snow was years ago when 
we’d gone to visit our daughter and her 
husband at Whistler Mountain near Vancouver, 
Canada and we brought in a tiny branch that 
fallen onto the snow.  I 
t was quite enough for the four of us and it was 
the real thing, or at least part of one, and a few 
decorations quickly turned it into a true 
Christmas tree. 
Why does it have to be a fir tree?  

According to legend it was in the Middle 
Ages that the patron saint of Germany,  

St. Boniface, declared the fir tree to be holy, 
after he discovered one growing from the 

base of an oak tree he had already chopped 
down in order to prevent a pagan sacrifice 
from being carried out under its branches.  

Later Prince Albert was supposed to have 
brought the custom to England when he 
married Queen Victoria and so it goes on till 
this day.  
But actually, long before that, greenery was 
brought into the home by the ancient Egyptians 
at the time of the winter solstice, a practice 

also followed by the Romans and Druids, 
possibly to symbolize life after death or perhaps 
simply to provide hope about the still distant 
spring. 
Here in Australia firs are in short supply so the 
pine has taken over as the tree of the season. But 
not always.   
I still have very strong and warm memories of 
my childhood Christmas tree. My father had 
made one from a slender forked branch of a gum 

tree. He had painted it white, with 
silver for the two hanging bunches of 
gumnuts.  
A few sparkling decorations hung from 
the branches, and that was it: an 
ikebana Christmas tree, so simple yet 
so beautiful.  
It sat on a glass table in front of a 
mirror and its reflection reached 
throughout the room.  
It could be brought out year after year 
and its magic never faded, perhaps 
because it had become such a family 
tradition. 
Most families have built their own 
traditions around Christmas trees, the 
size and the shape, whether real or 
synthetic, the types of decorations, the 
ceremony that occurs with the dressing 
of the tree, maybe culminating in the 
placing of an angel or other symbolic 
decoration on top, perhaps with carols 
playing in the background.  
Others may take a far more simple 
approach, but in most homes the tree 
becomes a centre of Christmas. 
Some green-fingered individuals are 
lucky to be able to grow their own 
living trees, bringing them inside for 

the Christmas season and admiring how well 
they have survived the year in a pot on a patio, 
but more seem to succumb than survive.  
There are Christmas tree farms, like a couple that 
used to be in the Kangaloon area, where you can 
go and cut down your own tree. Wandering 

A tree for Christmas 
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The Friendly Show   
17th and 18th February, 2012 

I’ve always loved “the Show”.   
When the kids were little there was a 
routine we followed every year which was 
steeped in excitement, nearing hysteria at 
times !  
There was the growing sense of anticipation on 
Thursday night, waiting in line to register 
entries (now we can do most of that “online” 
and save ourselves a trip down to town, it 
makes the office staff’s job much easier too! 
So please take advantage of modern 
technology!)  
Then the very early morning buzz in the 
pavilion, as I juggled  my own entries, plus the 
inevitable vegetable animal, lego model and 
plate of pikelets made by the kids...hoping they 
wouldn’t notice some adjustments I made 
because they didn’t travel so well!  

Next the race back home to wash multiple bikes 
and the dog, load the car and sunscreen the 
family, all the while trying to convince them 
that another few minutes at home will not 
mean they miss the entire weekend’s 
highlights.  
Finally we’d arrive, check out our Pavilion 
scoop (or otherwise...thank goodness someone 
usually won something!) and then the real fun 
began...bike racing, pet show, talent quest and 
more besides. 
We loved to experience all the great Show 
traditions..the cattle and horses, the woodchop, 
the poultry pavilion and the dog show.  
The grand finale on Saturday night, the rodeo, 
interspersed with rides, if you could con a bit 
more money out of your parents, was the high 
light of the Kangaroo Valley year when our kids 
were little! 
Nothing much has changed of course, except no 

one in my family cries 
anymore because their 
mandatory Show “weapon” 
has broken in the first five 
minutes after purchase or their 
icecream has fallen off its 
cone!  
The Show is a wonderful way 
to honour the history and 
traditions of our community 
and those who worked so hard 
over the years to develop the 
farming industry here.  
It’s a great opportunity to 
showcase all our produce and 
the amazing range of skills of 
the people of Kangaroo 
Valley, especially, in 2012, 

Mad about the “Show”!! 

Invitation to join The Bowlo car boot sale 
To be held will be on January 28, 2012 from 9.30 am to 1.30 pm in the Bowlo car park 

Anyone who has stuff to sell is welcome to join us. BYO everything.  
$5 fee which will be donated to the local Lions Club. 

through an exciting new venture, “Tastes of 
the Valley”.  
The aim of this interactive stall is to educate, 
entertain and inspire us about locally grown 
produce as well as to offer us the opportunity 

to enjoy delicious, nutritious Valley food 
whilst at the Show.  
The great cooking smells will be hard to walk 
past! 
For our dairy farmers and many others busy 
with agricultural and horticultural pursuits 
“getting ready for the Show” is a year long 
process, striving for, and achieving, excellence 
in their field of endeavour.  
On that note, young people interested in the 
Junior Beef Cattle Judging are reminded that 
the Kangaroo Valley event will again be a 
qualifier for the Royal Easter Show, a great 
opportunity to compete in the big arena. 
For others of us the holiday period offers a 
great chance to hone a skill or prepare some 
exhibits and to encourage our kids to get 
involved. 
The on line schedule is now available at 
www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au/show   
Check it out and get busy!  
Don’t forget that Show membership will be 
available at our general stores, grocery store, 
post office and rural supplies store from early 
December and closes at 8 pm on Thursday  
February 16.  
No membership will be available at the gates. 
Please ensure you also check the Schedule for 
the deadline dates and times for your particular 
entries as these are not negotiable. 
My passion for the Show has definitely 
increased as a result of my involvement...it has 
helped me appreciate all that goes on behind 
the scenes and how important the Show is in 
the culture of our rural community.  
If you would like to get involved there are 
many little parts to be played and we’d really 
welcome a hand!  
After living here for 20 odd years being part of 
the Show has made me feel a little bit more of 
a local, which is a pretty good feeling !  
Call Yvonne on 4465 2753 and be part of the 
magic! 

Cathy Gorman – publicity officer 

A winning collection of vegetable animals 

Never too young to be compete at the show! 

Dr. Jeanette Keir MBBS (NSW),  
Kangaroo Valley Community Centre (Ambulance Station) 

 
 

For Christmas and New Year 
The surgery will be closed from  
Thursday December 22, 2011 

 

Declan Coman, Receptionist,  
will be at the surgery from Tuesday January 3, 2012  

for messages and appointments. 
 

Dr Keir will be back Monday January 9, 2012 
If you require medical care during this time  

please see another doctor 
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Island is a modern, accessible adaptation of 
Shakespeare's The Tempest. FYRE's stylish 
production speaks to an elemental tradition 
in theatre. With simple suggestions of rank 
and place to suggest the action, it demands 
our attention, engages our imagination, and 
delivers a concentrated distillation of life 
and art. 
If the departing audience's reaction is any 
guide, this play was an outstanding success in 
its own right, and all the more so with such a 
young cast. Bravo! 

This play also marks a departure into more 
demanding works for FYRE drama. It was 
with some regret that participation in the 
drama group was limited to older youth this 
year, reducing the cast from 30 in last year's 
production of Tales from Outer Suburbia  to 
the 17 youth in this play.  
Sarah Butler's strong focus on developing 
solid stage skills has instilled high 
expectations in the players themselves, and 
this change in structure was partly driven by 
their desire for greater challenges. 
The Tempest is often spoken of as 

Shakespeare's last work; 
the play in which, through 
the central character of 
Prospero, the deposed 
Duke of Milan, he reflects 
upon his life and art, and 
comes to some kind of 
reconciliation with what 
comes after.  
The notable departure in 
Island is the expanded role of 
the spirits that do Prospera's 
bidding. Sarah has introduced 
a bevy of wonderful new 
characters to join wise Ariel 
(Samantha  Warren). The 
spirits of fire, air, earth and 
water: Hera (Lauren Barnes), 
Juno (Lyndsay O'Dwyer), 
Ceres (Daisy Oke-Turner), 

Nephele (Isabella Moore), and Iris (Jessie 
Stapleton) - bring magic and light into this play 
more reminiscent of A MidSummer Nights' 
Dream.  
Apart from performing distinctively in 
character, it was a joy to see these spirits 
convince us that they were visible or had 
disappeared, working together in 
choreographed action as they raised storms, 
tormented fools, made mischief or set things to 
rights on Prospera's command. 
Sophie McGregor gave a satisfying 
performance of Prospera. It was a long, 
demanding part that she acquitted well with 

(Continued on page 16) 

FYRE Drama’s 2011 production:  

ISLAND   

Caliban (Jesse Oke-Turner), Stephana (Emily Rutherford) and 
Trincula, (Candice McGregor) in deep discussion. 

Miranda (Lily Stirling and  
Prospera (Candice McGregor) 
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performances, and with more confidence of the 
lines themselves, they have scope to further 
develop their parts and let their body language 
express their roles more deeply.  
Once they do this, these players will be ready 
for the main game - the art of conveying 
character with the slightest gesture, stance or 
nuance – things hardly perceptible as acting at 
all. 
 

This production is a 
major achievement.  
Well Done! 
Kerrie McLeod 
 
Editor’s note. 
Our thanks to 
Kerrie for a 
thoughtful and 
positive review. 
This valley 
abounds with talent. 

We wish all of our customers 
- old and new_- 

the best of wishes for the holiday season. 
Our Christmas trading hours  

are unchanged. 
If you are wanting to pre-order special 

Christmas supplies please talk to us soon,  
so we can provide top notch service  

Oh! and all the best for 2012 
Linda and Marie 

Please note we will be closed on Christmas Day 

gravitas and an even 
voice that was very 

pleasing to the ear.  
Lily Stirling was well cast as her innocent but 
good hearted daughter, Miranda and gave an 
excellent performances in this major role. 
The depth of talent through the play was really 
notable, too.  
Jesse Oke-Turner's Caliban was bold and 
credible, and developed more physicality in 
performance between the first and last 
performance of the play as, like the other 
actors, he probably found that you can relax 
and inhabit a role more fully as your lines 
become so well known, they no longer distract 
you. 
Indy Nutter as the evil and pompous Antonio 
and Jack Bacon's Sebastion provided comic 
relief as the spirits thwarted their evil plots.  
The controlled line and discipline in the 

choreography of the sailors played by Gabby 
Knight, Emily Rutherford and Candice 
McGregor was delightful to watch.  

(Continued from page 15) These actorsalso played character vignettes in 
flashbacks and comic sub-plots very well. 
Olivia Harvey gave us a thoughtful yet razor 
smart performance of Gonzalo, the faithful 
councillor and the visiting royalty shipwrecked 
upon our island were ably played by Max 
Warren and Oliver Rodden. 

Looking 
back at 
FYRE's 
production 
last year of 
Tales from 
Outer 
Suburbia, 
what has 
changed? 
Last year 
five of the 
older 

players narrated long passages at times and 
played eccentric, fully realised characters.  
We've seen some of that this year as well, but 
what struck me this year was that this production 
was far more satisfying.  
The production and action seems pared down. I 
found myself watching the group interactions 
more. It makes no concessions as a play just 
because it is performed by people aged 10-17 
years. It demands your attention as a serious 
work in its own right. 
Sarah intends to keep this work rehearsed with a 
view to taking it beyond the Valley next year.  
I welcome this not only because it clearly 
deserves a wider audience – it certainly does – 
but also because the players can only get better 
with time. Many of the oldeGonzalo (Olivia 
Harvey)r thespians juggled exams in the week of 

Prospera and the spirits L to R: Lauren Barnes, 
Isabella Moore, Samantha Warren, Jesse Stapleton, 

Lynsday O’Dwyer and Jesse Oke-Turnar 

Miranda (Lily Stirling) and 
Ferdinand (Oliver Rodden) 

Francisco (Gabby Knight), Alonso (Max 
Warren) and Gonzalo (Olivia Harvey) 

Sebastion (Jack Bacon)  
and Antonio (Indy Nutter) 
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It’s a  
man’s  
world 

 Valley Guide to eating out 

 

Australian Bistro 
Visions at the Valley 

44 652 820 
 

Mediterranean 
Café Bella 

44 651 660 
 

Thai 
Jing Jo 

44 651 314 
 

A taste for all palates 
Jack’s Coffee House and Eatery  

44 652 796 
 

Modern Australian cuisine  
The Woolshed Restaurant 

Open Friday and Saturday from 6:30pm 
44 650 200 

 

Sweet Treats & Hand Made Fudge 
Kangaroo Valley Fudge House  

& Ice Creamery 
Open everyday from 8.30am 

44 651 375 

Value—service and good choice it’s all 
here in Kangaroo Valley.  

 

The horror, the horror.   
I'm living in the heart of darkness.   
What with the Apprentice Leader of the 
Opposition being in possession of L Plates and 
a desire to drive everywhere.   
When she reaches for the car keys I reach for 
my rosary beads.   
Trying to keep a calm demeanour on the 
outside while inside is in absolute turmoil.  
I thought I had severe toothache but it was 
cardiac arrest, because my heart was in my 
mouth at the time.   
My poor car.  There's a hole in the floor from 
me pressing on the non existent brake pedal.   
The first thing she does on preparing to drive is 
set the mirrors.   
But only to check that her hair is perfect.   
She has learned a great deal from the Leader of 
the Opposition.   
I have a sore throat from shouting: "Slow 
down, slow down."   
"Of course," she replies, "but can I get out of 

the driveway first."   
I give her a lot of encouragement.  "You're 
driving very well."   "How would you know, you 
have your eyes closed." 
I admired her aplomb at the first roundabout.   
She handled it beautifully, in a left hand drive 
kind of way.   
She was unfazed, unlike the drivers coming 
towards us.   
She handled the second one better.   
She drove straight over it.   
After l0 hours of driving, I have one wish.   
I wish someone would steal the car.   
I feel that if given the choice of being a driving 
instructor in this district or being a cab driver in 
Afganistan, the cabbies job would be less 
stressful. 
Cars aint what they used to be.   
My first car was owned by a little old lady who 
only drove it to visit her grandchildren, in Tibet.   
It was an old car but it had a lot of accessories, 
including a fellow who walked in front with a 

flag.   
That's not true.   
The fellow had 
long ago retired but 

he left the flag.   
I remember telling my mate Unfortunate 
O'Day about a car I bought for $50.   
I got it cheap because it had no doors.   
Unfortunate looked at me, "A car with no 
doors."   
There followed a long pause.  "how could you 
get in." 
Well this is it for the year.   
The next project is the pantomime, Alladin.   
I hope that the KV hall will  be packed for both 
shows on the l7th December, because the pre-
school needs lots of financial suppport.   
So, please turn up.  I might even go myself. 
Happy Christmas to all and a great new year.   
I hope we can do it all again next year.   
That is, if the Apprentice Leader of the 
Opposition gets someone else to drive with 
her. 

Sean Kramer 

The changing of the gears! A stressful time 

Bush walk on horseback 
through the rainforest 

& mountains of 
Kangaroo Valley 

Web site www.kangaroovalleyhorseriding.com 

The Man from Kangaroo Valley Trail Ride 

High country mountain ride 
Tel:  (02) 4465 1912 
24 Hillcrest View Lane 
Barrengarry 
NSW 2577 
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Wine and Cheese 
Across 
4) Produces an Italian effervescent wine (9) 
6) Produces a full bodied red wine (8, 9) 
7) What the younger crowd refer to as 'savvy b' (9, 5) 
9) Classic Italian white variety (10) 
10) White variety widely grown throughout Bordeaux and Australia 
(8) 
11) Traditionally used in sweet German wines (8) 
14) A unique cabernet variety originating in Langhorne Creek 
Australia (6) 
19) Soft, creamy cow's milk cheese from Normandy (9) 
20) Principle component of champagne (5, 4) 
21) A very young goat's cheese aged for 12-15 days in France (10) 
23) Yellow wax rind cheese with large irregular holes from Norway 
(9) 
 
Down 
1) Classic French grape variety from the Loire Valley (6, 5) 
2) French grape producing soft, rich wine (6) 
3) Italian cheese made from cream and citric acid (10) 
5) Sheep's milk blue cheese from the south of France (9) 
8) Small soft rindless unripened cheese originally made from water 
buffalo milk from Napoli (10) 
12) Traditional Cypriot cheese (8) 
13) A French hybrid also grown in NSW (11) 
15) Powerful and flavoursome variety renowned in Rhone France (6) 
16) Used to make medium dry wines of Madeira Portugal (8) 
17) Greek sheep milk cheese (4) 
18) Dutch cheese made from cow's milk (5) 
22) Polish blue cheese (6) 

Solution page 58 

Bevy of brilliant Valley belles brighten Bong Bong 

The traditional valley exodus to the Bong 
Bong picnic Races continued this year on a 
day where the weather was hot, but tempered 
by a welcome cooling breeze. 
The racing was unusally competitive with 
several close finishes on a track presented in 
superb condition. 
So too were the grounds and facilities the club is to be 
commended for the continued improvements. 
Club officials showed exemplary prescience as they  
re-scheduled the last race (bringing it forward by ten 
minutes) as shortly after the end of a great day out, 
the heavens opened to continue the other tradition of 
seasonal variations of the weather patterns at the 
historic course. 

Photographs by Judy Hawkes  
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Another great pantomime has been written and is to be performed at 
the Kangaroo Valley Community Hall, 2 pm and 6 pm on Saturday 
December 17 2011. 
Note your diaries for this fun show.   
Once again, all 
proceeds raised will 
be donated to the KV 
Pre-School. 
This years’ cast will 
again feature all 
Kangaroo(vaude)
villains.  
Jacinta, Patrick and 
Amelia Powell, Patsy 
Radic, Sean Kramer,  
Lance Brown, Dan 
Cole, Ron Burcher, 
Dyami Kirwan, 
Libby Turnock, and 
introducing Patsy 
Robb. 
Only the week before 
Christmas , this show 
will have the whole 
community in the 
spirit with a kick 
start.  
A great show for all ages, full of  laughs, villains and song – stay tuned!   

Tickets from the pre-school  
or at the theatre door 30 minutes prior to each show. 

A new Panto for Christmas 
ALADDIN and the MAGIC LAMP’  

a pantomime by Sean Kramer 
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Human interest stories, 
news and happenings  

from our  
Kangaroo Valley churches 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
(Kangaroo Valley Anglican) 

We’d like to invite you to our 
Christmas services this month! 
On Sunday December 18 at 7-30 pm is the 
Carols in the Valley on our church 
grounds. All are invited. On Christmas 
Eve (Saturday December 24) we have an 
informal family service with emphasis on 
the kids at 5-30 pm.  
At 11 pm on Christmas Eve we have a formal 
carols and bible readings service with 
traditional Christmas hymns.  
The 11 pm service is always very special and 
meaningful as we focus on Jesus.  
At 8-30 am on Christmas Day (Sunday 
December 25) we will have a service with 
communion.  
All are invited to come along and remember 
how Jesus was born with a special purpose. 
God is alive and working powerfully in 
Kangaroo Valley.  
We were thankful to God for the adult 
confirmations of Sue Baker and Lyn Robinson 
who became followers of Jesus this year, as 

well as Vanessa Hartley from 
Bugong who was baptised in 
the creek at Riverstone Horse 
Stud. God has transformed 
their lives and they each 
shared how God has done this 
for them.  
This Christmas we hope you 
will remember that Jesus was 
born with a purpose.  
That purpose is to tell you 
how to make peace with God.  
How? Jesus says through 
trusting and following him. 
Jesus said ‘I am the Way, the 
Truth and the Life; no-one 
comes to the Father except 
through me’ (John 14:6).  
I’m sure you will receive some lovely gifts this 
Christmas from the people you love.  
God loves you so much he offers you a gift too – 
Jesus, the best gift of all.  
But a gift isn’t anything unless you take it and 
open it up to enjoy its benefits.  
Many thanks to Carl and all involved with 
producing the Valley Voice again in 2011.  
We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you all a very special Christmas and new year in 
2012.  
 

St Joseph's Catholic Church 
Folk festival groups used the church as a 
venue and appreciated our generosity 

and its acoustics. Mass at 11 am on 
Sunday was listed in the programme 
with the note that wrist band were not 
needed for entry. 
Gabrielle and Sascha Murphy and Holly Boyle 
received their First Holy Communion at Mass 
on Sunday November 20. 
A Communion Breakfast was held in the rear 
garden of the church afterward, for family and 
parishioners with a fine repast and a 
communion cake. 
Christmas Masses this year are on Christmas 
Eve Saturday December 24 at 9 pm and 
Christmas Day Sunday at 11 am. 
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KANGAROO 

VALLEY VIEW 
CLUB 

 
 
 

VIEW is for women to have a Voice;  
to expand their Interests;  

to Educate Women.   
 

Since 1960 VIEW Clubs have worked 
together as a valued part of The Smith 
Family, one of Australia’s most 
established and respected non profit 
organisations that aims to help 
disadvantaged Australian children and 
their families realise their potential 
through education.     
Through strong VIEW networks, women 
are empowered to achieve new skills and 
confidence and give voice to issues of 
national concern.   
Today more than 22,000 women nationwide 
belong to VIEW and more and more women 
are joining because they believe in the power 
of education in helping to change lives and 
they want to contribute their time to assist 
others. 

The Kangaroo Valley club  
was established in 1988.   

This series brought to you this month  
by the Kangaroo Valley Voice  

as a continuation of our commitment  
to community understanding and to  

stimulate the particpation of old and new residents alike  
In the wide range of activities available. 

People power 
By making things happen  

they are making a difference 

Through the "Learning for Life" Program it 
anonymously sponsors a child, who is now in 
high school.   
The club receives correspondence from her and 
from The Smith Family regarding her schooling 
and progress.   
Participation in this program is a commitment to 
support disadvantaged children to get a better 
education, and is regarded by the club as "a hand 
up", not a "hand out".   
Paul Ell, a "Learning for Life" student from 
Nowra, was the Shoalhaven City Council's 
Australia Day "Young Citizen of the Year" 
earlier this year.   
Nationally, VIEW supports 940 students in the 
program. 
The club currently has 32 members.   
The Committee is elected every year, usually 
with members holding their position for a 
maximum of three years.   
Many of the Valley women have held various 
positions and are still members.   
Narelle Cochrane was the club’s second 
president and is still a member today.   
Betty Allan was president from 1995 to 1997, 
and there were times when she had to battle 
floods to get across her creek to meetings.   
Other presidents who are still members include 
Norma Norris, Robyn Dale, Eileen Laughlin, 
Carole McCallum and Margaret McLachlan, who 
is coming to the end of her term in office. 
Committee meetings are held at Kangaroo Valley 
Hall on the Wednesday morning, ten days prior 
to each luncheon meeting.   
The committee discusses having social functions 
every few months, to raise money.   
Program Officers put forward places to visit and 
various functions to raise money.   
These are put to members at the luncheon 

meeting, to get their 
ideas on what appeals 
to them.   
VIEW meets at the 
Bowling Club (11.30 
am for 12 noon) for 
lunch every second 
Friday of the month 
from February to 
December, with the 
December meeting a 
Christmas party.  
There is an interesting 
guest speaker at most 
meetings.   
VIEW is for all 
women, aged 18 and 
above, and new 
members are always 

welcomed.  Membership involves a one-off 
joining fee of $10 plus a $10 annual 
subscription.   
Membership provides the opportunity to meet 
like-minded people in the Valley and to enjoy 
a fun day – as well, of course, as the 
satisfaction in knowing that you have 
contributed to providing essential support to 
disadvantaged Australian children and their 
families to enable them to make the most of 
their education and learning opportunities. 

For further information please contact 
Margaret McLachlan 4465 1946  

or Jan Starkey 4465 2080. 

 
KANGAROO VALLEY  
A & H ASSOCIATION 

 

Agricultural and pastoral development was 
encouraged in the valley by the farmers 
themselves, who combined in 1881 to form 
the Kangaroo Valley Agricultural and 
Horticultural Association.   
The foundation president was James 
Campbell, a local businessman.  
The initial ‘show’ took place in 1885 on a 
vacant piece of land on the bank of the river at 
the rear of what is now the Friendly Inn Hotel.  
The livestock exhibits were paraded there, 
while exhibits of fruit, farm produce etc were 
set out in the Church of England School Hall.  
The following year, the A&H held its first 
annual show at ‘Osborne, the township of that 
district’.  
The lack of a showground was an early 
difficulty to the committee because buildings 
and yards needed to be erected and pulled 
down each time and in 1888 the A&H sought 
to secure a permanent showground.   
Offers of land were made by Messrs. Osborne, 
Nugent, McGuire and Nelson, and the 
committee accepted Mr Osborne’s offer of  ten 
acres opposite the General Cemetery, under a 
20 year lease at an annual rental of £10.   
The A&H bought the freehold in 1911. 
The main objectives of the A&H have 
traditionally been: 
• to encourage the development of the 

agricultural, horticultural and pastoral 
industry of the Valley 

• to encourage the improvement of 
livestock  

• to promote competition in the fields of 
agriculture, horticulture and livestock 
production  

 

 

Left to right: Margaret McLachlan from Kangaroo Valley -  
President Kangaroo Valley VIEW Club, 

Lyn Gerstenberg  from Nowra - National Councillor of VIEW Club, 
Lorraine Montgomery from Berry - National President of VIEW Club. 
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People Power 

FOR ALL YOUR RURAL CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS 

Hay & Silage 
 

Direct drilling 
 

Ploughing 
 

Slashing 
 

Weed spraying 
 

ChemCert             
      accredited 
 

Consulting 
 

Property        
management 
 

Rural fencing 
 

Hay & Silage 
  sales 

Geoff & Tania Sharman 
Geoff 0409 289 122    Tania 0409 289 123 
 

44 651 177 

• to educate people in general about the 
agricultural, horticultural and pastoral 
industries of the Valley, and  

• to promote the development of skills 
associated with rural and farming life. 

In more recent times, the A&H has also sought 
to bridge the gap between the traditional 
farming community of Kangaroo Valley and 
more recently arrived residents who are not 
primarily farmers, and to involve the whole 
community in a range of competitive and 
social events which maintain the A&H’s 
traditional objectives whilst also promoting 
other social and cultural endeavours.  
In the annual Kangaroo Valley Show, the 
A&H awards prizes for superiority in 
equestrian events, animals, produce, 
horticulture, arts, crafts, cooking, skills and 
other categories of rural expertise.   
Sporting and entertainment events are included 
in the Show in order to provide an opportunity 
for as many community members as possible 
to participate, with a strong focus on 
encouraging participation by children through 
a wide range of junior events and competition 
classes. 
Last year, to mark the Show’s 125th 
anniversary the Pavilion was named the John 
Walker Pavilion in honour of local dairy 
farmer John Walker, who has worked tirelessly 
for the A&H all his adult life.   

 

Four other past Presidents, Robert 
Cochrane, Bill Lidbetter, Norm 
Luscombe and Lorraine Mairinger, 
are also still resident in Kangaroo 
Valley, as are two long-serving past 
Secretaries, Betty Allan and Joan 
Good.  Others who have made very 
substantial contributions to the 
A&H are too numerous to mention 
here.   
The current A&H office-bearers are 
David Kent (President), Lorraine 
Mairinger and Laurie Barton (Vice 
Presidents), Donna Parker 
(Secretary) and Keith Wearne 
(Treasurer).   
The committee also comprises some 
20 other members.  
The A& H is always grateful for any support 
offered by the community.  
There are two main ways in which that support 
can be offered: 
• Sponsorship is sought every year to provide 

financial assistance to hold the Show.  Gate 
takings and membership fees fall very far 
short of covering the costs of running the 
Show and maintaining and upgrading the 
structure and equipment required.  Private 
individuals, families or businesses can 
choose to offer sponsorship for a specific 
event or can simply offer a donation to be 
allocated as the committee sees fit. All 
sponsors are acknowledged in the Show 
Schedule unless they specify otherwise. To 
offer sponsorship please contact David Kent 
on 4465 1202. 

• Practical assistance can be offered by 
volunteering to help on the days before, 
during and/or after the Show. There are 
many varied jobs to be done including 
gate keeping, office work and food 
preparation. By contacting Yvonne 
Ferguson on 4465 2753 you can discuss 
your area of expertise or interest and the 
amount of time you have to offer. The 
committee can match you with the perfect 
volunteer’s role. 

 

For all other information, please contact 
Donna Parker by phone on 0411 014 493  

or by email on 
ahsociety@kangaroovalley.nsw.au; or see 

the A&H website, 
www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au/show. 

Tony Barnett 

"The Friendly Show". 
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Kangaroo Valley 
 

Garden Group 

October was a busy month for garden 
enthusiasts, with Tulip Time, Berry 
Gardens, Folk Festival and Robertson 
Gardens. 
Friday 28 we visited the interesting garden at 
Elke's again, which is progressing, with 

Wholistic Health and Beauty  
31 Bridge Road, Nowra 44212488   www.purehealth.com.au            

These Christmas packages will make your gift buying easy 
De-Stress Package 

Lash & Brow Package 
30 Minute back neck & shoulder massage 

Petite Facial 

$99.00 
 

Summer Package 
Deluxe Pure Indulgence Facial 

Lash & Brow Package 
Max 7 Light Therapy Treatment 

File Buff & Polish of Hands and Feet 

$119.00 
 

Body Bliss Package 
Full Body Scrub 

Hydrating Body Wrap 
Waterlily Express Spa Facial 

30 Minute Indian Head Massage 

$159.00 

interesting objects, beautiful roses 
and a front lawn to die for.  
Then on to Glenmack walking down 
the street where Una lives seeing 
what can be acheived in small areas. 
Residents David and Val of just 
eight  months have 
joined our  group and their garden 
in that street is stunning.  
Then on to yours truly, noting the 
work I have created for myself, with 
months of neglect there is plenty to 
do in this mish mash electic 
unfinished garden.  
Finishing off our day at "Little Pig 
Creek" a retreat,  run by the very talented Loo 
Taylor. Loo has created a most calming feel to 
the guest home, set back from the main road and 
the backdrop of the escarpment behind with 
many little areas.    

The "coin pine" stood tall, the roses were 
magnificent,shaded area, and her use of 
pebbles to save on weeding. A few of us 
enjoyed a chat with Loo over lunch on the 
verandah, and could see why folk return many 
times to this little haven.                  Fay Nelson               
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Christmas is a chance to support your local 
community, by choosing gifts or gift 
vouchers from our local businesses. 
 

And your Christmas shopping will be 
easier and less pressured, by looking 
locally first. 
 
Kangaroo Valley Collections: offers high quality home wares. 
Genuine French glassware, china, linens and cutlery complement hand 
made original cushions, vintage linens and an extensive range of enamel 
ware, both new and vintage. Many items are sourced directly from 
Europe and not found elsewhere 
 

JD Gallery: is a beautiful gallery offering unique Australian artwork. Exclusive items include paintings, glass, 
whimsical metal sculptures, jewellery and woodwork.  Shop 8, 160 Moss Vale Road. 
 
Kangaroo Valley Fudge House and Ice Creamery: famous fudge... hand made the old fashioned way! Spoil 
someone special with a fudge gift box or super lolly bag. Come and see our sensational new range of gift baskets. 
Christmas shopping made easy! 
 
The Nostalgia Factory and Halcyon Bookshop: have gifts for everyone. A wonderful range of collectables, 
including old books, posters and records; china, clothing, jewellery, toiletries, children’s clothes, cards and 
stationery and much more.......  
 
Kangaroo Valley Woodcrafts: offers Australian made wooden products, many of which are made on the 
premises and surrounding area. We offer something for everyone of all ages and budgets. With many new 
products in store this is the Christmas to shop locally. We do! 
  
The Bali Shop: just in time for Christmas! Please come in and check out our NEW shipment of  
unique and affordable gifts ‐ including clothing, jewellery, furniture and homewares. 
 
Homelea Cottage: We make our own fresh fudge, gift boxes available. We also have a great range of old 
fashioned lollies, English & American sweets, local jams & condiments, gifts, gift cards, soaps and souvenirs. 
 
 The Gallery: We offer a broad selection of 
original art, (traditional and modern landscapes, 
still life, animal studies and abstract works), 
sculptures, (wood, metal and limestone), 
Photograhy, exquisite jewellery, wearable textile 
art and some antique furniture. 
All reasonably priced and representing good value. 
 

Remember,  
for your Christmas gifts,  
this year  
look locally first! 
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72-76 Queen Street, Berry, 2534 (P) 02 4464 1074 (E) restaurant@berrymotel.com.au (W) www.berrymotel.com.au 

Christmas Day 25th December 
 

$110 pp including Wine 
 

Kia Royale on Arrival 
 

Amuse-bouche 
 

Beer and Nut Bread with Kangaroo Valley Olive Oil  
and Balsamic Vinegar 
 

Shoalhaven Hors d’oeuvres  
 

Avocado with Crab Claw Salad on Friss 
 

Chicken Consommé with Truffle 
 

Sorbet du Jour 
 

Three Fillets and Three Sauces 
Pork w/pink peppercorn,  
Beef w/ Red Wine,  
Veal w/ Mushroom  
With Snap peas – Carrots – Zucchinis – Parisienne Potatoes 
 

Raspberry Queen of Puddings 
 

Tea and Coffee With Petit Fours 

 
Pavilion Bar and Lounge Opening Times 
 

Monday:         Closed 
 

Tuesday through to Saturday Dinner only from 6 pm to  9.30 pm 
 

Saturday:     Breakfast/ Brunch/ Lunch   [Booking Essential] 
 

Sunday:         Breakfast/ Brunch/ Lunch   [Booking Essential] 
 

Sunday Night Roast:   From 6.30 – 9.30 pm [Booking Essential] 
 

Wine Bar & Tapas Menu 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights from 8.30 to 11 pm with a Tapas Menu 

Hampden Bridge was falling down 
The Hall was full that night in town 
We came to have our say. 
The bridge was rotting out it seems 
You should’ve seen the lower beams 
T’was judgement day 
 

With consultants, PowerPoints and screens 
The RTA had planned, it seems 
To shut us down, the death of town. 
But what they hadn’t reckoned right 
Was the fight we would put up that night 
And the ensuing days, in every way. 
 

What started badly came around 
Another meeting with the town 
“Listen and learn”, an about turn. 
Two blocks of night-work was the shot 
While we are tucked up in our cots 
Hard to believe, harder to achieve. 
A shuttle bus to get around 
Franz’ll run you into town 
 

A quite good fix, no government tricks 
So hat’s off to Adam Berry 
He could’ve done it differently 

The Hampden Bridge restoration project song 

by Andy Gordon 

But he did not, mate, that’s the shot! 
And here’s to Cheryl keeping us in line 
“Mind your head just here, no wasting time” 
She’s a task master, we need more like her 
This is the Hampden Bridge Restoration  
             Project Song 
 

For the team who work at night, they missed    
        State of Origin. 
Ross Murphy has four in his crew 
From Dubbo, Bathurst, Lithgow too 
A lonely life, far from your wife. 
Bill McKenna’s  known as Aloysius 
His dinners are simply delicious 
A MasterChef, no food is left, the plates are          
          clean, an older team. 
 

Sam, Eddie, Tas, Mark, Mick, Eli 
Together they’re the younger guys 
Night work’s extra pay, away from home’s OK. 
It’s bridges that these guys repair 
They’ve been just about everywhere 
It’s what they do, for me and you. 
This is the Hampden Bridge Restoration  
          Project Song 

 

It’s repaired with care, that’s why it takes so 
            long. 
The girders are the first in line 
Completed in the nick of time  
A flood one night, the pontoon’s out of sight. 
The stringers are six metres long 
Trewhella Jacks, the night draws on 
It’s cold as ice, hands don’t work right. 
 

The decking goes down easily 
Though drilling up from underneath 
Is not much fun, the timber’s strong, the bolts      
                are long. 
The sheeting, that’s the bit we see 
We drive over it every day 
A lovely job, worth every bob. 
 

Hampden Bridge will still be here 
Standing in one hundred years 
Thank you men, our bridge is new again 
 
This is the Hampden Bridge Restoration  
                Project Song 
 

Our little bridge, may it long live on. 

New Years Eve - Celebration menu 
$125 pp 

 Champagne on arrival 
 

Farmhouse Fetta and Kangaroo Valley Olives 
Beer and Nut Bread  

 Kangaroo Valley Olive Oil and KV Balsamic Vinegar 
 

 Amuse Bouché 
Chef’s canapé 

 

Chilled Vichyssoise Soup with King Prawns and Chives  
Potatoes and leeks make up this classic  

and served with King Prawns [GF] 
 

Tomato and Gin Shot 
 

Filo Pastry Tartlet with Garlic and Pernod flavoured Snails 
 

Trio of Melons with Rhubarb Syrup 
 

Slow Roasted Lamb Shoulder 
With saffron and butternut pumpkin risotto 

 

Summer Pudding 
On raspberry coulis 

 

Tea or Coffee 
Lime Shortbread topped with Chocolate Strawberries 

 

Happy Dinning & Bon Appétit - Leon & David 
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Kangaroo Valley 
 

Garden Group 

As you drive out of the Valley towards 
Fitzroy Falls to your right there is the 
most beautiful garden tucked in below 
the road and most of it not visible to 
those passing by.   

It’s probably a good thing that this is the 
case, as it would turn the head of far too 
many drivers for the road to remain safe 
right there. 
On November 14, Leah Parrish kindly hosted the 
Garden Group for a tour of this wonderful 
sanctuary.   
Our senses were delighted by magnificent rose 
blooms, a smoke tree, steep banks covered in 
native plants, and a host of other trees, shrubs 
and plants all looking very happy with their lot in 
life.   
Leah also has a vegetable patch made out of 
former water tanks cut down to a height that 
means they can be tended without bending over – 

a gardener’s dream.   

A Valley gem 

The first November Garden Group 
outing was on Wednesday 9 to Tindall’s 
Lane just north of Berry on the Prince’s 
Highway.   
There, Harvey Blue showed us his 
magnificent garden that he has developed 
from scratch over the last fifteen years or 
so.   
Sweeping lawns, mature trees, water features 
and a number of European “follies” make it a 
most interesting and relaxing place to visit.  
Harvey has also been active in Landcare.   
They have done a tremendous amount of work 
along Tindall’s Lane. As we all know, these 
areas can be a tangle of lantana, blackberries 
privet and other exotic weeds.   
Harvey and his team have been very diligent in 
removing many of these pests. This has 
allowed native plants from the natural seed 
bank already in the road verges to establish 
themselves and in turn, keep down the 
regrowth of the exotic plants.   
One of the secrets to his success is being able 
to identify the native seedlings from the exotic.  
This is not as easy as it sounds as many of the 
natives look very similar to some of the weeds, 
especially at the seedling and sapling stages 
and before they flower.  
To this end he has spent a great deal of time 
and effort in developing a guide to identify 
many of the plants he has come across, 
including photos, particularly of plants that are 
easily confused. 
So after we had been strolled along the lane for 
some time while we learned about the different 
plants and the challenges they presented we 
found we were being tested on how much we 
had absorbed.  
This proved it wasn’t a trip down Memory 
Lane as it brought home how many different 
species there are (many of which grow in 
Kangaroo Valley), and how easy it is to get the 
identification wrong.   
Unfortunately only three of us were able to 
take part in this fascinating and enlightening 
excursion.  However Harvey has offered to 
host a similar event in 2012.   
Anyone who is interested in rehabilitating 
areas that have been taken over by introduced 
plants should make every effort to get there.  
His achievements are inspiring. 

A stroll down Tindall’s Lane 
What’s more it reduces to almost zero the 
damage to the vegetables caused by the fauna, 
both domestic and wild that inevitably roam 
around a garden. 

Leah had some very helpful hints on how she 
keeps her garden in such great condition.   
For example, if plants are not doing 
particularly well in a certain position she has 
no compunction in transplanting them – no 
matter how big the plant may be.   
Usually she will dig half way around the roots 
and leave it for a week before digging up the 

other half.   
In that way the first half of the roots are 
already recovering from being cut before the 
plant is actually moved.   
Besides that she is blessed by having access to 
the manure and mulch generated by the dairy 
on which she lives. 
Thank you Leah for being so generous with 
your time, your knowledge and your seeds.   
It was a marvellous couple of hours.  

 

Simon Harrington 

Design   Construction   Maintenance 
0439 456 356 

info@deliciousgardens.com.au 

Passionate about gardening. 
 

We specialise in; 
• Garden advice 
• Constructing vegetable gardens 
• Constructing vegetable enclosures 
• Garden maintenance 
• Lawn care 

 

Our aim;            ‘To see every backyard with an edible garden’ 
 

Visit us at;           www.deliciousgardens.com.au 
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There are four key elements to the 
Government’s Clean Energy Future (CEF) 
package: a carbon price, renewable energy, 
energy efficiency and action on the land.  
This article summarises the package.  
 

Carbon Price 
After studying more than 1000 policies to 
reduce carbon emissions, the Productivity 
Commission identified carbon pricing as the 
most cost-effective way to achieve this. This is 
a market-based approach in that it uses price to 
correct market failures.  
To date, the market has failed to provide a 
clean environment because until now 
businesses have been able to freely emit carbon 
pollution; unless they are held accountable 
there’s no incentive for them to consider 
different ways to conduct their business. Now, 
500 of Australia’s biggest polluters will have 
to pay $23 for each tonne of carbon pollution 
released into the atmosphere. This provides an 
incentive to reduce pollution and use energy 
efficiently; it makes clean energy more 
competitive and encourages investment in its 
development; and, importantly, it provides 
funding to assist affected households, support 
jobs and implement the other elements of the 
CEF package.  
 

Nine in 10 households will receive some 
combination of tax cuts and increased 
pensions, allowances or family payments to 
help them with the cost of living impact of the 

carbon price. This will be permanent and will 
increase in line with the cost of living. Details of 
the CEF package, family assistance and how to 
reduce energy consumption can be found at 
www.cleanenergyfuture.gov.au. 
 

Around 40 per cent of the carbon price revenue 
will be used to help businesses adjust to change 
and support jobs, particularly in energy-intensive 
trade-exposed industries (EITE); that is, 
industries that require a large amount of energy 
and compete in the global market against 
businesses from countries that don’t yet have a 
carbon price. The aim is to assist business and 
prevent ‘carbon leakage’ that occurs when 
companies move overseas, taking pollution and 
jobs with them. 
 

The carbon price, mixed with other economic 
incentives and regulations, is intended to 
transform the type of energy we use and how we 
use it. A good example of the transformation 
process is the electric car. With subsidies, tax 
credit, stricter vehicle emission standards and 
government investment, the cost of electric cars 
is coming down (estimated to be down 80 
percent by 2020). As it does, the demand for 
these products increases. The US aims for 1 
million electric cars on the road by 2015; and 
major economies aim for 20 million by 2020.  
 

The total cost of the CEF package is $3.8 billion 
over four years; $2.7 million of this will assist 
households and businesses adjust. Past 
experience in Australia and overseas suggests 
that governments underestimate the rate of 
commercial innovation. Once adequate 
incentives for innovation are in place, the cost of 
schemes such as this is less than expected. 

Renewable energy 
More than 85 countries have renewable energy 
targets; either legislated or planned. Australia’s 
renewable energy target is 20 per cent of 
electricity by 2020. To achieve this, funding is 
available to commercialise and deploy clean 
energy proposals such as geothermal, wave, 
large scale solar and low-emission co-
generation. The funds will be managed by the 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation which will 
be independent of government with a Chair 
from the field of banking/investment and board 
members with expertise in renewable energy, 
low pollution technologies and investment.  
 

An indication of the potential for green energy 
is the average annual growth rate of the 
photovoltaic market over the last decade, 
which has been 40 per cent/year globally; with 
capital cost falling 22 percent for each 
doubling of capacity. 
 

Energy efficiency 
Building codes have been revised for minimum 
energy efficiency standards. The CEF package 
will provide grants to improve energy 
efficiency in local government and community
-use facilities and to assist energy efficiency in 
low-income households and remote Indigenous 
communities. 
 

Grants and tax breaks will be available for 
eligible businesses that invest in energy 
efficiency and low-polluting technologies. 
Funds will be available to assist educational 
institutions and industry to develop training 
materials and new skills to adjust to the 
changes. 

(Continued on page 42) 

CEF is not just one big 
tax on everything 
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Are you thinking of getting the family a 
new pet this Christmas?  
How about a more agricultural animal 
with a built in lawn mower for the back 
paddock, or one that will keep the insects 
away from the garden?  
Giving the pet is the easy part, choosing which 
animal can be a hard decision and it is 
important to think about what these animals 
will need once they are in your care.  
 

Deciding which species is appropriate for your 
lifestyle is important.  
We are probably all familiar with the 
requirements of owning a dog, but what do you 
need and where do you find information if you 
are thinking of getting into the agricultural type 
animals?  
 

Understanding how much room animals will 
need is a good start.  
Do you want them to live only on pasture, or 
are you willing to supplement their feed 
requirement?  
If you buy them young, will you need to 
supplement them with milk until they are 
weaned?  
The size of the animal will dictate its daily feed 
intake for the most part.  
For example, chickens will need much less 
room than goats or cattle or horses, and their 
feed can easily be supplied by you if you don’t 
have room to let them roam, but using your 

“Fresh from the Paddock”   
available pasture to feed animals will be a very 
cheap option if it is available to you.  
Next you can think about what type of animal 
will fit on the land that you have and the pros 
and cons of each.  
For example, you will fit more sheep than cattle, 
but these have to be shorn (unless you can 
choose the shedding type).  
However, they are more easily handled when 
older than a mature cow.  
Choosing within species will also be important- 
eg. you could choose a breed of cow that has 
been specifically bred to be smaller and easier to 
handle (eg Dexter or Lowline cattle).   
 

Keeping these animals on that area of land  
is the key. What kind of fence will you need 

for each type of animal and  
can they climb out (goats!) of your  

enclosure if it is not fenced correctly?  
 

Perhaps the most important thing is looking at 
what husbandry each type of animal will need 
once they are your responsibility.  
Will they need vaccinations, are they resistant to 
disease, do they survive well in the climate, how 
often do you need to perform general husbandry 
(eg shoeing of horses) and are any husbandry 
procedures easy for you to perform or if not is 
someone available in the region?  
Ensuring that your animals are healthy is vital 
and giving them appropriate health treatments 
will also ensure that your animals are not open to 
infection and carriers to other animals in the 
region.  

There are also requirements for selling some 
animals, such as property identification codes 
(PIC), declaration forms and ear tags for the 
animal. 
 

So where can you get this kind of information? 
Your first stop could be the Department of 
Primary Industries website and/or information 
line.  
The website has some great information sheets 
for each animal species, as well as contacts. 
Their phone service should also be able to help 
you find someone that can give you 
information- contact 1800 808 095 or 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au.  
You may also want to speak to local rural 
supply agents, as they may be able to let you 
know what type of feed they have available if 
you require it and what animal health products 
you may need. The Livestock Health and Pest 
Authority will be able to assist you with 
information on PICs and regulations for buying 
and selling animals- phone Cumberland region 
on 02 4655 9165 or www.lhpa.org.au. 
Speaking to local producers is also a great way 
to get information, especially as they have 
usually tried a few different processes and 
found which system works best in that area.  
A good opportunity for this if often the local 
show bar!!  
 

Taking the opportunity to own an agricultural 
pet will give you some great insights into food 
production, some outdoor recreation and I urge 
you to give it a go if you think they may fit 
your lifestyle.  
Who knows, you may be able to create your 
own food source!!                             Kiri Broad 

Work has now officially begun 
on the new Kangaroo Valley 
Sewerage Scheme. 
Crews started work at the northern 
end of Moss Vale Road and are 
initially focused on laying sewer 
mains pipes in the public roads. 
This will continue over the coming 
weeks although no work will occur in 
the main business centre of town 
during the busy holiday period from 
15 December to 31 January.  
During this time work will occur in 
other streets outside the village centre, 
and then resume in the main street 
from February 2012. 
The installation of new tank systems 

on private 
properties 
will also 
begin in 
the new 
year. 
Residents 
will be 
notified 
when work 
is due to 
occur in 
their area. 

Prior to construction work 
starting, a community 
information event was held at 
the local Community Hall. 
Hosted by AJ Lucas, 
Shoalhaven Water and 
GHD, the event provided an 
opportunity for residents to 
see information posters, 
drawings and maps of the 
scheme.  
Members of the project team 
were on hand to answer 
questions and fact sheets 
were available for people to 
take away.  
AJ Lucas Project Director Alan 
Massoud said the event was a great 
opportunity for residents to come along, 
ask direct questions and find out more 
about the project. 
“We had a number of people who had 
very specific questions they wanted to 
ask us,” he said. “Others wanted 
clarification on some issues and some 
just wanted more general updates on 
the scheme. 
“The event also gave us, as the principal 
contractor for the project, a useful 
understanding of the issues people want 
address.” 

Information update on the Kangaroo Valley Sewerage scheme 

Copies of all the fact sheets which 
were provided at the community event 
are now available on the project 
website at  

www.kangaroovalleysewerage.com.au 
They cover a range of issues including 
environmental management, the new 
water reclamation facility, and how 
the team will work on private 
properties. 
Additional printed copies of all the fact 
sheets are available from the AJ Lucas 
site office in Osborne Park.  
 

You can also call 0404 826 720  
or email 

info@kangaroovalleysewerage.com.au  
to request copies. 

The site office in Osborne Park 

Public information meeting 
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FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Dozers 
 

Graders 
 

Excavator 
 

Trucks 
 

Rural roads 
 

House/Shed       
sites 
 

Clearing 
 

Horse arenas 
 

Dam design & 
construction 
 

Decorative          
 Rock work 

Geoff & Tania Sharman 
Geoff 0409 289 122    Tania 0409 289 123 

 

44 651 177 

The Upper Kangaroo River 
Community Hall will be turning fifty in 
2013 and plans are underway to give 
the hall a new lease of life and shine 
another jewel in the crown of Kangaroo 
Valley. 
 

The hall was erected in 1963 on a pocket of 
land generously donated by the Sharman 
family. Jack Sharman, Billy Scott and John 
Graham, with the help of the Upper River 
community, built the hall, and for the next 
dozen years or so, regular dances and social 
events were held there and people came from 
all around to enjoy the hall and what it had to 

offer. The back annexe was added in the 1970's, 
but since then the hall has been used less and less 
and like any building approaching it's 50th year, 
is showing signs of wear and tear! 
 

But that is all about to change and the burst of 
enthusiasm it enjoyed in its heyday is soon to be 

renewed. Following in 
the footsteps of Misters 
Sharman, Scott and 
Graham and the 
community of the 1960's, 
a group of upper river 
residents have decided to 
put some concerted 
energy into this unique 
and precious community 
asset, one of only a few 
community owned and 
run halls in New South 
Wales, and turn it into 
“the place to be!” 
We have a dream… for 
the hall to become a 
venue, an arts factory, 

where there is always something interesting to 
see or participate in: regular farmers and produce 
markets; music and film nights; theatre 
productions and workshops; art exhibitions; 
dances and social events; a place where people 
can go to either experience art and culture, or 
make it; an affordable and accessible place 
where artists can retreat to, away from the hustle 

of everyday life, to immerse themselves in the 
creative process.   
 

We have just applied to the NSW state 
government under it's Community Building 
Partnerships Grant for money to undertake the 
basic structural and safety repairs on the hall 
and a whole weekend of fun and fundraising is 
being planned for the first weekend in March 
2012, with money raised to be used for 
improvements to the hall, like better kitchen 
and toilets and facilities to make the space 
useful and creative. 
 

So make sure you put the 2nd to 4th March 
2012 in your diaries and read the February 
issue of the Voice to find out more about the 
“Up a River” festival of fun and 
fundraising. There will be markets and a 
family day; raffles and auctions; a five-star 
dinner and jazz night; art, music, comedy, 
great food and more. 
 

We'll be calling soon on the Kangaroo Valley 
community to support us in any way they are 
able… artists to donate work for an exhibition 
and auction, local businesses and individuals to 
donate prizes for raffles…there will be many 
and varied ways that people can contribute and 
help to make this dream a reality.   
So if you have any ideas, or want to help, 
participate,  or donate to this most worthy 
cause or sponsor any of these events, please 
contact the organising committee: Sarah Butler 
and Ben Moore (4465 2632); Andy Gordon 
and Katrina Endean (4465 1441).                      

Sarah Butler 
President 

Upper Kangaroo River Progress Assoc. 

Up a river…we have a dream! 

The Upper Kangaroo River Hall—Circa 1960’s 
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Kangaroo Valley 

We would like to wish everyone in the Valley  
a Merry Christmas and a Happy safe New Year. 

A special thank you to our valued customers 
From all the staff 

 

 

For all your Christmas orders please don’t hestiate to call 
(Turkeys, Hams, Pork) … etc. 

 
Christmas Day Trading hours 6 am to the last customer….? 

 
 

32 Moss Vale Road,  
Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577  

phone (02) 4465 1986 
e-mail kvroadhouse@westnet.com.au 

ABN 36 002 251 630 
 
 

Roadhouse 

Thank you 
 

We wish to thank the people of Kangaroo Valley for their Best wishes and support, after 
Bill was a victim of an armed hold-up last month. It just goes to show that this type of 
crime can happen in Kangaroo Valley and it has and has caused terrible trauma to us 
as victims. 
Once again thank you all. 
 

Bill and Christine Attard. 
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Four little words,” we need to talk,” 
strike fear into most men’s hearts after 
coming in the door after a days work.  
Men know those four little words mean they 
are about to be hit by a baseball bat of words.  
But help is at hand guys.  
There is always the promise to go to couple 
counselling.  
You never know you might even enjoy 
speaking your mind and learn new 
undiscovered things about your partner. 

Unfortunately in reality most 
men usually go kicking and 
screaming (only internally) to 
couple counselling. It usually 
goes something like this, 
“What’s the point of all this 

yammering, 
haven’t we 

talked about the issues endlessly for years?”  
Or, “Not arguing saves time so why can’t we 
just carry on without any fuss?”  
Well guys you obviously haven’t been 
listening nor have you talked it out 
satisfactorily because now finally you are in 
this position, where you have to deal with 
those four chilling words. 

Couples, especially those that have been 
together a long time, form patterns of 
behaviours where every day they 
misunderstand each other.   
Assumptions are made and couples stop 
listening or being heard properly.  
To ease your guilt guys, you get off because 
it’s a case of just being human.   
We are all guilty of it.  

Now it’s time to ask how good is your 
relationship?  
You will already know deep down if it is good 
or not. Maybe your relationship just needs a 
tune up. Now that’s the language men can get 
their heads around.  

A trained counsellor will assess what stage a 
couple is in when consulting them for the first 
sessions.  
If couples argue regularly, (bickering), but 
resolve issues while maintaining respect for 
each other, then only short term counselling 
should be necessary to stop the bickering.  
If couples argue regularly but don’t resolve 
issues, then there are normally other deeper 
issues at play that need to be resolved.  
Then there is the couple that does not argue at 
all, even though there are issues upon issues, 
all buried under the carpet.  
Each partner has by this stage decided not to 
speak their minds and just go through the 
motions of daily domestic life without rocking 
boats.  
Couples in this last stage, over long periods of 
time, are more likely to break up or at best live 
lonely detached lives. 

Good relationships are built on honesty and 
clarity. When we are really heard and when we 
really listen amazing new things happen.  
An increasing number of men are taking up the 
challenge of counselling - often as the result of 
a last-ditch, let’s-save-this-relationship-or-I’m-
outta-here ultimatum, uttered by their partner. 
That is the baseball bat. Ouch!  
It hurts so much because it usually comes 
unexpected. “I thought things were just fine.” 
So guys if you hear those four terrible, chilling, 
and evil words, “we need to talk”, don’t get 
scared just say, “Okay I hear you, let’s make 
an appointment to see a couples counsellor.” 
Gerry North is a qualified counsellor in 
KangarooValley. 0411 368 142. If you have 
an issue you want discussed you can email 
him on gerrynorthcounsellor@gmail.com 

The reluctant bloke and couples counselling 

Two weekends ago, we had our Gilmore 
Youth Leadership Forum, which is based on 
the original concept of a former colleague, 
Alan Cadman.  
Seven years ago, there was little in the way of 
leadership training for our young potential 
leaders. Since then, some 1,000 students have 
gone through our program. It would have be 
one of the most rewarding programs that we 
have done. The weekend saw some 100 
students attending from local state and 
private schools. Many new and lasting 
friendships have been made, and many of last 
year's participants became mentors. The aim is 
to gain confidence through activities that take 
them out of their comfort zones and teach them 
how to work effectively as a team. This year 
was our final Gilmore Youth Leadership 
Forum, and it was a huge success. Seven years 
ago, there were no alternatives.  
But there are now alternatives within schools 
and service clubs for leadership courses. 
However, we are contemplating a new project 
based on the extensive artistic talent within our 
community. 
This project did not just happen out of nothing, 
so I thank our past coordinators, with a special 

mention for Ann Sudmalis, who coordinated the 
last three of our forums. She has been a tower of 
strength in organising the projects, speakers and 
mentors, and she has shown great artistic flair in 
the painting of amenities block in community 
blitzes. I also give special thanks to the 
schools that have allowed the students to 
participate and to the teachers and mentors who 
gave up their own valuable weekends to take 
part. To our sponsors, who subsidised the cost of 
these forums: they would not have happened 
without you. I give special thanks to Glen 
Elliott, the manager of the parks and gardens of 
Shoalhaven City Council. He is simply the best. I 
thank Shoalhaven City Council and the 
Bomaderry Bowling Club for their constant 
support of the program. I thank Clive Brooks of 
Great Southern Motorcycles, a major sponsor 
who took on the task of assisting Ann and doing 
all the work behind the scenes. To the students: 
you are terrific and I know that you will go a 
long way in your chosen careers. To our special 
guest speakers: you are the ones who give our 
leaders the inspiration and qualities required for 
their future years. 
This year saw our own John Bennett from 
Worrigee House speak on the idea that was born 
in his office and went on to become the top 

priority for CHOGM for the Royal 
Agricultural Show of New South Wales, of 
which John is a councillor and assistant 
ringmaster. I thank Paula Smith from Mercy 
Ships, which delivers health care to the world's 
poorest and most physically deformed, who are 
often considered demon-possessed. 
I also thank Wyatt Roy, our youngest 
politician.What an inspiration he was.  
His talk on leadership kept enthralled not only 
our students but also the 
school principals who were guests for the 
evening. Well done, Wyatt. Hopefully, we may 
get somemore young leaders to think about 
politics. Last but not least, there was a man 
who changed my professional life some 17 
years ago: the Corporate Ninja, Ron Lee. He 
certainly taught the students whatthey could do 
by the power of positive focus and 
believing in themselves. Ron teaches the seven 
pillars of effectiveness: certainty, presence, 
purpose, focus, vision, fun and inner strength. 
Ron donated his time, and I know he will 
always play a part in the minds 
of young students, especially those that 
smashed the boards. Thank you to all. From 
what started as a thought, it was a terrific 
journey.            Joanna Gash M.P. for Gilmore 

Gilmore Youth Leadership Forum 
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The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley     149 Moss Vale Road 
Open 10 am till 4 pm each day.  thegallery@kangaroovalley.nsw.au  44 651 621 

The artists of The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley are often commissioned  
to produce a work of art based upon a scene, colours, size of the available space and subject matter  

to name a few of the considerations often critical to the purchasers preference.  
The triptych above by Larraine Hahlos was in response to a client who had firm ideas on the size of the painting 

and the tonings required, but who were quite flexible as to sublect matter. 
If you would like to explore the possibility of a commission piece of original art please contact us at no obligation. 

The sculpture above, entitled “Evolution” by Victorian 
sculptor Sam Anderson and is one of six new pieces 
recently received from the artist by The Gallery. 
There is also a Pelican, a Dragonfly, a leaf form 
(Growth), and two Seed garden pieces. 

Above, below and right: a selection of 
the brilliant colour works by Yvette, 

one of the Gallery’s most admired and 
chosen artists, who present excellent 

compositions, all at reasonable prices. 
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KANGAROO VALLEY PHARMACY 
               SHOP 2 / 162 MOSS VALE RD. 

       PH. (02) 4465 2772     FAX (02) 4465 2773 

OPEN 6 DAYS: MON-FRI 9 am to 5 pm  
SAT 9 am to 12 noon  

      For all your Prescriptions and all Pharmaceutical Requisites.  
 NATIO (Natural Australian Beauty) COSMETICS 

Tired of misplacing your scripts..... 
We can take care of your prescriptions in our filing system.  

See us about the Webster-pak System that sets out all tablets and capsules in blister 
packs for each time of the day, for each day of the week. 

 COME IN AND SAY HELLO TO JAN & DAN COLE  
AT YOUR   PHARMACY 

Firey Tales 
 by Cinderfella 

Season’s greetings from your pharmacy. 
Saturday December 24 open 9 till 3 

Closed Sunday, Monday, Tuesday 25-27 December 
Closed Monday January 2, 2012 

No bush fire activity this month, with 
the weather generally staying a bit 
damper.  
However, we are starting to see some very 
hot days here and there which will 
probably be the pattern this summer, so 
it’s important that you still think of your 
fire plans and ensure that all fire 
equipment is ready to go on short notice. 
And a reminder (see last month’s Voice): there 
is lots of grass and new growth throughout the 
state. Once it dries, we are highly likely to 
experience grass fires – more dangerous than a 
bush fire as they are very fast moving and can 
easily block off escape routes.  
So, the message is: be prepared. 
We will be well into summer before the next 
Voice comes out so be prepared and hopefully 
we will only see you socially over the 
Christmas period.  
Members and donors, don’t forget about the 
Christmas party: 11 December.  
Hope to see you there. 
October call-outs 
Unfortunately the brigade has been called to 
two house fires in the last 2 weeks. 
1ST CALL-OUT was to a house in 
Bellawongarah around 11.30 am that had a fire 
in a downstairs room, caused by a refrigerator. 
The valley brigade attended with a good crew 
response and assisted Beaumont brigade with 
extinguishing and cleaning up this fire that 
fortunately did not cause too much damage. 
2ND CALL-OUT came at 1.30 am in the morning 
to a house alight in Brown's Mountain, 
Cambewarra and we were to assist 
Cambewarra, and several other brigades, in 
controlling this fire.  
Unfortunately the house was well alight and 
suffered extensive damage. The three crew 

who attended used the CABA gear (breathing 
apparatus) that we carry on our trucks to enter 
the building and attack the fire and were also 
tasked to supply water to the RFS pumper on 
scene. Without this equipment the heat and toxic 
smoke from a house fire would mean that you 
can only attack the fire from outside the building 
and is likely that the building will suffer greater 
damage from fire and water and much greater 
risk to the firies of smoke inhalation.  
After a long night we made it back to station at 
6.30 am, in time to go to work. 
Last Sunday, two crews from the Valley 
conducted a radio blackspot survey throughout 
the Valley to identify any problem areas where 
we have trouble getting radio reception.  
This was bought about as we are changing to a 
new GRN radio network, which should give us 
greater coverage and help to overcome some 
safety issues once it is fully operational.  
The RFS will work with Optus to extend the 
signal into these problem areas, and enable us to 
position a mobile repeater in the event of a large 
fire to assist with radio communication.  
Thanks to the crews who gave up their time to 
assist with this and also respond to call-outs this 
month. 
Guide to action: December–January 
You don't want to work too hard in the festive 
season, but fire safety's important. So... 
1  While you're watering the garden or cleaning 
out the shed for a visit from the rellos, why not 
check the fire pump and hoses are in good order? 
2 Clean out your gutters...and get a tan at the 
same time 
3  Take a moment to admire the glow of your 
Christmas tree lights and candles, then turn them 
off/blow them out before bed 
4 Gather the family to go through your Bushfire 
Survival Plan...and finish up with some carols 
5 Hold a BBQ to burn up some bushfire fuel -- 
guests earn their meal by gathering sticks (Check 
the fire danger rating before you light it up) 

From the RFS website: “With recent drought-
breaking rains resulting in significant grass 
growth, communities across NSW are facing a 
difficult fire season… Grass fires can be 
especially dangerous because they can start 
quickly and spread rapidly, catching people off
-guard.They can…produce large amounts of 
heat which can kill anyone caught out in the 
open.” The NSW Rural Fire Service urge 
people to be aware and well prepared.  
So, what can you do? 
News 
Some of you may have noticed that the fire 
station is getting a coat of paint to refresh it, as 
it was starting to look a bit tired.  
Bit of a new color to brighten it up. Please feel 
free at any time to call in and make yourself 

(Continued on page 45) 

Quiet for now!!!.... but!! 
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We’re fast approaching the season where we 
experience the greatest accumulation of 
waste – and waist. We buy too much, eat 
and drink too much and add a big burden to 
the local tip as we throw out loads of food 
and packaging. 
Waste is a disaster throughout the world. The 
amount of food thrown away each year would 
feed an extra 3 billion people. 

Australians are particularly fond of throwing 
food away. The Australia Institute has shown 
that the food we throw away each year 
represents a loss of $5.2 billion. Much of that 
food ends up in landfill. As the food rots, it 
generates methane, a greenhouse gas that has 
over 20 times the potency of carbon dioxide. 

That’s the bad news about waste. The national 
girth is also continuing to increase. The 
majority of Australian adults are now 
overweight or obese. This may make excess 
waist appear normal, but from a health 
viewpoint, it is not. 

Fat around the waist and on the upper body is a 
health hazard. As fat is deposited around the 
waist, the risks increase for diabetes, high 
blood pressure, heart attack, strokes, kidney 
diseases, some of the common cancers, 
including bowel cancer and breast cancer (in 
older women only) and also osteoarthritis and 
dementia. 

Fat on the bottom and thighs is not a hazard for 
any of these conditions with the exception of 
osteoarthritis. 

One part of me says it’s not the best time of 
year to carry on about excess weight. Another 
part is aware that many people gain a few kilos 
over the festive season – and never lose it! 

Here are some tips to avoid waste: 

Be realistic 
Prepare only as much as people are likely to 
eat. If anyone is left unsatisfied after a party, 
Christmas barbecue or dinner, they are unlikely 
to starve in Kangaroo Valley. We are 
surrounded by food and past fears of running 
out of food are not relevant in this area. 

Plan ahead 
Decide on a menu, using foods in season. 
That’s an easy task in Australia because we 
have an abundance of summer berries, 
mangoes and stone fruit – all delicious and 
usually appealing to all ages. It makes sense to 
decide on fruit and vegetable purchases while 
you’re at the shops and can see what is fresh 
and reasonably priced, but make a shopping 
list for other items. That will help in avoiding 
overcrowding the fridge and pantry with stuff 
that will be thrown away if it’s not needed. 

Avoiding waste also means thinking about 
using leftovers for a meal over the holiday 

period. Recipes for using leftover turkey and 
ham can b found in books or on the Internet. If 
you’re not going to use these or other leftover 
foods quickly, use the freezer. Place individual 
meal-sized portions into freezer storage bags or 
containers and label them so you know what they 
are in the weeks or months ahead.  

Planning also makes sense for the waist. Our 
sedentary, food-filled lifestyle means that almost 
everyone will get fat unless they take steps to 
avoid eating and drinking more than they need. 

Survey the food and start with a 
small serve 
At a buffet party, first check out what’s on offer. 
One study found that overweight people tend to 
start straight off at one end of a buffet table and 
move right along it whereas thinner people walk 
up and down and make a decision before taking 
anything. 

For the waist, take a small plate, knowing that if 
you finish what you have taken and really want 
more, you can usually go back for seconds.  

Few people do because they find they’re satisfied 
with a smaller quantity.  

Handle waste wisely 
When we get together, many of us forget our 
usual habit of recycling and just dump 
everything in the rubbish bin. Don’t. Compost 
anything compostable and don’t forget the 
chooks will appreciate some leftovers too. 
Recycle all cardboard and paper wrappings and 
at a party, set out separate boxes or bins for 
bottles and cans. 

Get leftovers into the fridge or freezer quickly. 
Ham, turkey and other forms of poultry freeze 

Waste not, waist not 
 by Dr Rosemary Stanton, nutritionist 

well. Some vegies can also go into the freezer. 
If I have leftover cream, I spoon it into ice 
block trays and when it’s frozen, you can pop 
the frozen cubes of cream into a freezer bag, 
ready for a later date when you want a small 
amount of cream to smooth the texture of a 
sauce or a pasta dish. 

My new book 
If you’re looking for a Christmas present, you 
might like to consider my new book The 
Choice Guide to Food – how to look after your 
health, your budget and the planet.  

It’s published by Choice Books through 
NewSouth Publishing and is currently 
available with a 20% discount offer from their 
website (http://nsbk.us/ChoiceFood.) or from 
bookshops in Bowral 

The topics discussed include butter or 
margarine; energy drinks; sugars and artficial 
sweeteners; yoghurt and probiotics; the hope 
and the hype over antioxidants; salt; which 
milk; which oil; nuts; tea; coffee; chocolate 
and more.  

My aim was to look at areas of contention such 
as why eggs were once considered ‘good’, then 
were regarded as ‘bad’ and are now ‘good’ 
again (although they’ve always been ‘good’ in 
my book).   
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Bring yourself and the kids down to the 
Church of the Good Shepherd grounds 
(directly opposite the school) on Sunday 
December 18 from 7-30 pm for a lovely night 
of carols and fun for the whole family as we 

celebrate Christmas! 
Our special guest 
performers will be 
singer Paul Smith 
and the Kangaroo 
Valley Pre-School 
kids who will sing 
songs. We’ll also 

have a music group and choir. There will be a 
free BBQ from 6-30pm so come down early 
with your picnic rug to get your spot (we have 
chairs too!).  
There will be face painting and you can 
purchase electric candles and glow bracelets.  
Looking forward to seeing you there.     

Coal-generated electricity is the largest source 
of emissions in Australia, responsible for 37 
per cent of carbon pollution. There will be a 
negotiated closure of some of the most 
emission-intensive plants. This will send a 
message to the market that new capacity in low
-pollution energy is required. At the same time, 
energy security in a transitional period will be 
supported by assisting other generators; 
provided they have publicly-available clean 
energy investment plans. 
 

(Continued from page 32) 

Clean energy future Action on the land 
A significant component of the CEF is to support 
land-based activities. A carbon price won’t apply 
to agricultural emissions from livestock or 
fertiliser use. But economic rewards (such as 
grants and tax offsets) will benefit landholders to 
either reduce carbon pollution or take carbon 
from the atmosphere and incorporate it into 
plants or the soil. Storage of carbon in the 
landscape is a great opportunity to reduce the 
problem of climate change and at the same time 
protect Australia’s biodiversity and build more 
productive and sustainable agriculture.   
 

Planting trees or protecting existing bush areas 
helps conserve Australia’s native plants and 
animals and improves livestock health and 
productivity by providing shelter during periods 
of high or low temperature extremes or heavy 
winds. Trees protect against erosion and provide 
habitat for insect-eating birds. For example, 
Honeyeaters, who consume 24-36 kg of insects 
per hectare per year, require a well-developed 
native understorey and a variety of nectar 
producing plants. A flock of 100 straw-necked 
Ibis will eat over 25,000 pasture insect pests in 
one day; but they need vegetation near water for 
safe night time roosting. 
 

Storing carbon in soil has the potential to offset 
carbon emissions by 0.4 to 1.2 Gt /year; that’s 5 
to 15 percent of the global emissions. Soil carbon 
can be increased through reduced tillage, reduced 
stubble burning or growing a green manure crop 
for the purpose of incorporating organic matter 
into the soil. Increasing soil carbon improves soil 
structure and increases soil fertility and microbial 
activity. It increases the water-holding capacity 

of soil providing more protection during 
droughts. 
 

Landholders will be able to generate credits for 
each tonne of carbon they store in their soil or 
trees. The credits can be sold to businesses 
wanting to offset carbon pollution. The CEF 
package includes extension to landholders 
about these opportunities, and investment for 
research to find new practical methods for 
storing carbon in the landscape and measuring 
it in order to improve future carbon-trading 
opportunities.  
 

These developments change the economics of 
land management. Many farmers have lacked 
the resources to implement these types of long-
term management strategies. The land use 
actions that are part of the CEF package make 
this possible. 
 

This article focuses on the Government’s CEF 
program for the next three years. Starting in 
July 2015 a cap-and-trade scheme will be 
implemented to further facilitate reducing 
carbon pollution at the lowest cost. The current 
CEF program helps to prepare Australia’s 
industry and land management for this next 
step. 
 

The CEF will be independently reviewed 
regularly and the reports will be public.  
 

The CEF is not just one big tax, but an 
integrated program to reduce carbon pollution 
and initiate restructuring, making the necessary 
changes to develop a cleaner environment and 
a low-carbon economy. 

Sandy Fritz 
References available on request 

Carols in the Valley 
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Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby News – December 2011 
 
It’s been a busy and rewarding year for the Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby as we continue to make 
progress in the protection of such an important and iconic local endangered species. 
 

The local community fox baiting program has been going from strength to strength.   
To assist in the protection of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies and our local wildlife, landholders are being 
encouraged to undertake fox control on their own properties with the new 1080/pindone half day training 
course and 1080 baits paid for by the local Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Group.  
It’s a fantastic opportunity for local landholders to really make a positive contribution to the conservation and 
protection of our local fauna. 
 
The community baiting focuses on a coordinated baiting approach with landholders baiting for a period of 4 
weeks in spring and autumn. So far we have a total of 15 participating landholders in the program with the 
first session this past October running smoothly. The next baiting session is scheduled for this March and we 
will send a mail out to all participants as this date approaches. 

 
The opportunity to join the program and have your 
training and baits paid for by the Friends of the Brush-
tailed Rock-wallaby group is still open to any 
interested local landholders- simply contact Melinda 
Norton on 4887-8244.This landholder involvement is 
being supported by the Foundation for National Parks 
and Wildlife and the Shoalhaven City Council. 
 
The spring fox shoot is also currently underway with 
the contract fox shooter Dean Bagnall continuing to 
undertake fox control on crown land and private 
properties in the Kangaroo Valley, Bugong and Illaroo 
areas over the next month.   
 
In addition to the local community fox baiting program, 
the ongoing NSW National Parks and Wildlife fox 

baiting program is continuing to roll out the new 1080 ejector devices into their baiting efforts. Please be 
aware of all signage that indicates where these small bait heads are located.  
 
The good news is the results of using this integrated approach to fox control is an increase in our local Brush-
tailed Rock-wallaby numbers! This spring has seen a healthy flush of new pouched young across a number 
of our colonies with a few more expected to start to show over the coming months.  
With the recent good rainfall we are seeing plenty of fresh feed out there and with reduced pressure of fox 
predation we are expecting to see this generation of young make it through to the juvenile stage successfully. 
 
Of course without the valuable support of our members none of this work would be possible so we would like 
to take this time to thank you for supporting the Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby, your 
membership and donations really do make a difference.   
If you or anyone you know would like to become a member of the Friends and help us to continue this work 
visit www.rockwallaby.org.au. 
 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and happy holidays. 
 

Susan Robertson,  
President,  
The Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-Wallaby, Inc. 

FRIENDS OF THE BRUSH-TAILED ROCK-WALLABY  

ABN 71 795 420 274 
PO BOX 6182 KANGAROO VALLEY NSW  2577 

www.rockwallaby.org.au 
btrw@fastrac.net.au 

INCORPORATED 

One of the recent pouched young to emerge this spring.  



December 2011  Kangaroo Valley Voice    www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 45 

‘Tis the Season.. 
with the seasonal Chef 

Well the silly season is upon us again 
and we are busy planning family get 
togethers, work Christmas parties and 
Boxing Day bashes.  
Thinking about menus, what goes with what, 
who likes this and who is allergic to that.  
Will it be rainy? Will it be stinking hot?  
Not to mention the endless options for food.  
Shall we BBQ or shall we roast?  
Will it be Turkey or chicken?   
Picnic on the river or a BBQ in the backyard?  
Maybe posh nosh at a fancy restaurant maybe 
just sausage rolls on the river.  
Well whatever we decide I’m sure you all 
agree we sure are spoilt for choice here in 
Australia.  
The old tradition of a roast for Christmas lunch 
has given way to whatever we fancy that year. 
Isn’t that great! 
Some of us don’t even celebrate Christmas but 
we don’t mind hooking into all the amazing 
seasonal offerings from the markets.  
Take advantage of the roadside fruit and 
vegetable stalls and the fresh seafood available 
at the markets.  
Go and see your butcher and see what new and 
exciting cuts he may have to offer.   
Why not ask him to prepare all your meats, 
that’s one less job for you!  
 I guess the holiday season is a good excuse as 
any to over indulge on food and alcohol with a 
promise on the first minute of the New Year 

that you will be fit and fab before the end of 
February.   
Christmas is a time to eat, drink and be merry so 
in order to help you achieve one of those three I 
have ended the year with my favourite cocktail 
of the moment.  
It has Christmas party written all over it.  
To everyone out there here’s wishing you all a 
“Cool Yule”! 

See you in the New Year! 
 
The Moscow Mule 
Makes 12 
Ingredients 
8 limes 
3 cups of vodka 
½ cup of mint leaves torn 
¼ cup sugar syrup 
4 cups of ice cubes 
2 litres of ginger beer 
Method 
Juice 5 limes and chop remaining 3 limes. 
combine vodka, 
¾ cup lime juice, 
chopped lime, 
mint and sugar 
syrup in a large 
jug. 
Divide ice cubes 
and vodka lime 
mixture between 
12 tall glasses.  
Top with ginger 
beer.  
Serve 
immediately. 
Enjoy! 

known when the doors are open. 
As this is the last report for the year I would 
like to pass on a big thanks for the men and 
women who make up our brigade and make 
themselves available throughout the year to 
train and respond to fires.  
As you can see from this month, fires can 
happen at all hours and we need a large group 
of people to call on to ensure that we can get a 
crew at any time of day and night.  
If ever you have considered joining or 
wondered what is involved we would be very 
pleased to see you and discuss. 
Also a big thank you to our members’ partners, 
who put up with them racing off at often the 
most inconvenient times and also to our 
generous donors: through your assistance we 
are able to run and maintain our brigade and 
purchase additional equipment as required.  
We have just ordered a new UHF radio and 20 
new helmets with face shields, at a cost of 
$250 each, with these donated funds.  
This is a great safety feature and reduces heat 
and smoke impact during a fire but 
unfortunately they’re not provided to us as 
standard issue. Pictures next article. 
Training Every Wednesday from 6.00 PM at 
the fire station 
Maintenance Sundays, 9.00 AM to 10.00 AM 
at the fire station  
Info Contact Dave (Dusty) Smart on 0427 
651718 if you’d like to know more about the 
brigade and its activities. 

(Continued from page 39) 

Firey Tales 
 by Cinderfella 

Moss Vale Road (near Dan the pharmacist) 
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We all took a non-romantic ferry ride to an 
island and gave my little American girls a chance 
to see koalas, wild in the bush. The two families 
ate well, shared a few drinks, she and I 
reminisced, and after dinner, in classic Jane 
Austen style, the ladies talked together a while, 
and so did the men. There were many laughs. 
 

And the next day we were on our way. 
 

It was lovely to see her, but now, so long on, I 
can hardly imagine what might have happened 
all those years ago if only… 
 

I’ll never know. 
 

It is sometimes difficult to accurately plumb the 
tone of one’s work as it will hit the reader’s ear, 
so I’ll spell out plainly my happiness with where 
I am. There’s no wistful ‘what ifs’ attached to 
these thoughts. 
 

(Heck – all the women in my life will be reading 
this essay – you honestly think I’d write about it 
if I was writing in a wistful cloud of what-might-
have-beens….? That would be skating awfully 
close to literal suicide.) 
 

I’m completing this essay at the end of a long 
work week. Parent-Teacher 
night was last night and, as a 
result, I saw neither Isobel 
nor Molly yesterday. I saw 
seven week old Lucy, of 
course. Lucy, the little 
darling that she is, robbed me 
of my last hour of sleep this 
morning… 
 

(Yes – I know – it could be 
worse. I’m not complaining. 
Much.) 
 

I should be home by now but 
the car’s in the shop and I’m 
‘killing time’ by writing this 
essay in an almost empty 

The conclusion of Kookaburra’s 
article from the November edition. 

Life 
 

Implicitly a part of my earlier questions 
is the question of ‘Who would be my 
wife’? It’s reasonable to suppose that I 
would have found someone lovely who, 
in return, found me reasonably 
tolerable, though I’ll admit that it 
hardly seemed that way when I lived in 
Australia, for as Paul Kelly tells us that, 
 

You know and I know that love never runs 
on time. 
 

As a young man in Australia it seemed to me 
as if love did not quite run at all. At least not in 
my direction. Hardly any wonder that I held TS 
Eliot’s poem “The Love Song of J. Alfred 
Prufrock” in such high regard: 
 

I shall wear white flannel trousers, and walk 
upon the beach. 
I have heard the mermaids singing, each to 
each. 
…I do not think that they will sing to me. 
 

As did Prufrock, I had mermaids of my own. 
 

High School was, largely, a dead zone.  
I suppose (note the casually guarded tone – 
still protecting the soul of my fragile, eighteen 
year old self…) there was one girl who was 
quite lovely, but several things got in the way 
of that. I saw her again on our last trip to 
Australia – it was on one of our extended road 
trips – and Laura and the girls and I stayed 
with her family for a night. 
 

My homing 
thoughts 

school building where the only sounds are the 
clankings of janitors and occasional screams of 
over-enthusiastic student athletes from the 
gym. 
 

Sitting here alone, I realise that I’ll never meet 
the man I could have or would have become 
had I not left Australia’s shores at age twenty-
one. Or if I’d headed to England to work 
instead of further education in America. Or if I 
had travelled abroad earlier. Or never.  
 

What I can meet and consider is the life I live: 
 

God and I are on speaking terms, which is nice. 
I have a good job and a good home. I come 
from a good country and live I in another one. I 
come from a strong family and, inspired by 
that, I have gone on to build my own. Years 
ago I met a mermaid who would sing to me 
and we have a home with three little mermaids 
of our own to torture the next generation of 
lonely young men.  
 

…my heart with pleasure fills. 
 
Editor’s note: Once again our thanks to Sean 

for his contributions to the Valley Voice 

Shoalhaven City Council is 
reminding residents that pet 
ownership details need to be 
updated in the event of a 
change in circumstances. 
All local pet owners are required 
to notify Council within 14 days 
if they no longer own the animal, 
have changed address or contact 
details. 
Shoalhaven City Council Rangers 
Service Manager, Michael Jarman 
said Council had seen a steady 
increase in residents receiving 
penalty notices following pet 
registration drives. 
“Unfortunately a lot of residents are 
still receiving fines after not alerting 
Council’s Rangers to a change of 
address or contact details,” said Mr 
Jarman. 
“The first time a lot of people realise 
they have made a breach is when the 

Council reminding residents  
to update pet ownership details 

State Debt Recovery Office issue a 
letter notifying the resident that there 
car licence or registration is in danger 
of being revoked. 
“It’s important Council’s Rangers are 
aware as to the location of the area’s 
pets and contact details of the owners 
so I would strongly encourage all 
Shoalhaven City pet owners to ensure 
all registration details are kept up to 
date.” 
Mr Jarman said it was the 
responsibility of the previous pet 
owner to ensure registration details are 
updated to reflect the new ownership 
while Council must also be notified 
within 28 days following the death of a 
companion animal. 

For more details on the change of 
pet registration details please visit 

http://shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/
MyProperty/Petownership/

Changeofownershipandotherdetails.
aspx. 

Nerolie Barnes 
Social Worker 
  Counsellor 
 
B.S.S. (Syd Uni) 
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Well, once again I am apologising to my 
editor and also to my adoring public (ha ha) 
as I missed the editorial deadline two 
months running.  
Thankfully we’ve had some pretty ordinary 
weather for viewing so I don’t feel too guilty. 
It’s quite common for the onset of the 
‘monsoon’ or wet season further north of us to 
bring unsettled conditions and truthfully 
daylight savings pushes me to the limit as I 
wait for the sky to become truly dark around 
10 pm.  
The hot days create a great deal of turbulence 
in the upper atmosphere as well with the stars 
you can see twinkling like crazy. 
 For the above reasons I am doing a lot more 
observing in the daytime. This may seem silly 
for an astronomer but the nearest star to the 
Earth is our own Sun and it is a very active and 
immediate target. A word of caution here: 
NEVER LOOK AT THE SUN WITH ANY 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT OR EVEN YOUR 
NAKED EYE. Permanent damage can be 
caused to your vision.  
I will explain how to do some basic solar 
astronomy later in the article. I have two small 
telescopes that are both professionally filtered 
for safe solar viewing and as they are mounted 
side by side I can alternate my study easily. 
One telescope has a full aperture white light 
solar filter and with this I view sunspots, the 
other is optimised to show only one 
wavelength of hydrogen light, the Hydrogen 

alpha spectrum. Both allow through only 0.01% 
of the Sun’s light and heat. The Hα telescope 
allows me to see “surface” phenomena such as 
spicules, granulation, sunspots, solar flares and 
prominences, and occasionally a CME (coronal 
mass ejection).    

Most of you would have heard of the sunspot 
cycle, in which the numbers of dark shadowed 
“spots” on the surface of the Sun appear to wax 
and wane over an eleven year period. Sunspots 
are areas of flux in the solar magnetic field and 
sunspot activity has often been closely linked to 
long term weather patterns. The  jury is still out 
in the scientific 
community as to the 
strength of the link 
but one type of solar 
phenomena that 
definitely affects us 
is a coronal mass 
ejection or CME. A 
coronal mass 
ejection is a large 
burst or bubble of 
light energy and 
plasma interwoven 

with erratic magnetic field lines that appears to 
eject from the Sun’s surface in a fairly narrow 
pathway. They are often associated with solar 
flares. The narrowness of the pathway means 
two things; the huge burst of energy is much 
focussed and hence very powerful, somewhat 
like a laser, but consequently it has a much 
higher chance of missing the tiny target of 
Earth than hitting us. The Earth can fit across 
the Sun’s equator 126 times and the Sun as 
seen from the Earth subtends only ½ degree, 
divide that by 126 and the Earth from the Sun 
would be practically invisible. Solar observing 
satellites are detecting these phenomena 
around the clock as a large CME that appears 
to be heading for the Earth can cause damaging 
issues with satellite communication and 
electrical grids. We are fairly well protected by 
the Earth’s atmosphere and magnetic field but 
satellites must be turned so their sensitive 
communications equipment is not exposed to 
these huge bursts of energy.   
I was able to view a large solar flare in 

hydrogen light this month but it was pointed a 
healthy ninety degrees away from the Earth. 
The flare appeared to be about one fifth the 
diameter of the Sun or roughly 300,000 klms 
long! These phenomena can only be observed 
in hydrogen light. 
Viewing at home: Those of us that do not 
have access to correctly fitted solar filters can 
look at the image of the Sun and sunspots by 
projecting it onto a large white piece of 
cardboard. Do not uncover any finderscope and 
never look along the tube of the scope. You 
can point your scope by watching the tubes 
shadow on the ground. Once you find the 
image of the Sun, focus the eyepiece and you 
will be astonished at the clarity of the picture. 
Do not do this for long periods as all optics 
will suffer from the intense heat generated.  

 
 
Projecting 
the Sun’s 
image 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Continued on page 58) 

Star struck    
By Gerard Keyser 

 Two solar scopes mounted side by side and one 
confused astronomer at the ready 

My observing notes and sketch of this 
enormous solar flare appear here with 

enlargement drawn on the left 

 
 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (now a Division of 
the Dept of Environment, Climate Change and Water) are 
conducting a 1080 fox baiting program in the Kangaroo 

Valley and Budgong areas for the protection of the 
Endangered Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby.  

The baiting is conducted on various private properties, 
NPWS estate, Sydney Catchment Authority estate  

and vacant Crown land.   
All bait stations in this program are permanently baited 
throughout the year and all properties being baited have 

baiting notification signs at their entrances  
with the dates when baits are out.   

Dog owners are reminded to ensure their dogs do not 
wander as dogs are highly susceptible to 1080 poisoning.  

 
For any further information please contact  
Melinda Norton or Alison Prentice at the  

DECCW Highlands Area Office, Fitzroy Falls  
on (02) 4887 8244. 
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For our bushwalk in November we 
headed back towards Wollongong, this 
time to circle Mount Kembla.   
 

The walk included not only lovely 
rainforest and fabulous views, but also 
some serious and really sad coal mining 
history. 
 

The easiest place to park is at the Kembla 
Lookout off Cordeaux Road; from there the 
view back to the ocean over the Dapto Plain is 
spectacular (although marred by power lines).  
The trails to both the Ring track and the 
Summit walk start from here, but we turned 
left to take the easier one, just 5.5 kms, 
although the notice board did call it a medium 
walk. 
 

The path starts as a steep zigzag decline into 
the rainforest down quite a few mossy steps 

but there is a chain link rail to help.   
The forest floor is covered in cabbage tree 
palms and stinging nettles and there is a 
beautiful tall red cedar close to the path.   
Once down the stairs the walk becomes easy 
and fairly flat, but be careful to watch out for 
camouflaged brown snakes on the leaf litter. 
 

A little over a kilometre later there is a pond on 
the left where the pit ponies for the Mt Kembla 
colliery were once watered.  The trail then 
widens and heads through bushland where 
John Benjamin farmed 33 acres from 1908 to 
1953, growing vegetables, fruit and grazed his 
animals.  The forest has since grown wildly 
and completely covers the spot where the 
house must have once stood. 
 

However a little further on there are carefully 
preserved remains of the Southern Coal 
Company Mine.  Here coal was mined for 
three years from 1887 but it proved to be of 
poor quality and now both the 700 metre mine 
shaft and the ventilation tunnel are boarded up.  
It is still possible to look through the grating 
and see the magnificent brick arched 
entranceway and the carved rock retaining 
walls. 

 

Back on the track the vegetation changes to blue 
gums rather than rainforest trees and the path 
leaves the Illawarra Escarpment State 
Conservation Area (no dogs allowed) and enters 
private property: permission is given to cross this 
land but only when walkers keep to the path. 
 

The final stage of the Ring Track is to walk back 
to the car along Cordeaux Road.   
This means that you pass the Windy Gully 
Cemetery where some of the victims who 
perished in the 1902 Mt Kembla Mine disaster 
were buried.  This “was the worst non-natural 
land disaster in Australia’s history.   
Caused by the igniting of methane gas by a 
naked lamp, the series of coal dust explosions 
killed 96 men and boys on July 31, leaving 33 
widows and 120 children fatherless”, two of the 
dead were rescuers who had tried to help (from 
Best Bush, Coast and Village Walks of the 

Illawarra by Gillian 
and John Souter 
p103)  There are 
lovely Coachwood 
trees to look at 
along the rest of the 
road and even the 
remains of cottages 
which housed the 
1880s 
workingmen’s club. 
 

A couple of the 
more adventurous 
of us carried on 
with the summit 
track, 3.4kms but 
graded as hard on 
the notice board.  
The rest of us drove 
back into Mount 
Kembla village and 
explored the 

memorials and cemetery there to read more 
about the disaster: one headstone listed not 
only a father but his two sons who died with 
him, aged only 14 and 16 – a poignant 
reminder of the hard life then, even for 
children who had to work in the mines. 
 

Luckily we had booked for lunch at the 
heritage listed 1898 Mount Kembla Village 
Hotel for a change from cheese and pickle 
sandwiches and we really enjoyed ourselves.   
This hotel is the oldest weatherboard hotel in 
the Illawarra and the restaurant has the Sydney 
Morning Herald’s 2011 Good Pub Food 
Guide’s Best Pub by Country Region award 
and the Best Use of Local Produce (Highest 
Honour of three schooners and overall 18/20).  

We certainly know how to live!    
Why don’t you join us next year for some of 
our walks, we’d love to have you come along. 

Lee Sharam 

Bushwalker’s day of diverse delights 

What goes up—must come down: KV Bushwalkers on Mt Kembla 

ANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICESANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  
MINI DINGO DIGGER HIREMINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE  

MOBILE LOG SPLITTINGMOBILE LOG SPLITTING  
JOHN MCKINLEY 
KANGAROO VALLEY 
MOBILE - 0428610 508 
A.H. - 4465 1181 
FAX - 4465 1904 

* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING 
* CHAINSAW OPERATING  
* LAWN MOWING  
* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES  
* 4 IN 1 BUCKET  
* TRENCHING  
* POST HOLE BORING  
* SOIL LEVELLING  
* POLY PIPE LAYING  
* ROTARY HOEING  
* STUMP GRINDING  
* ANGLE BLADE  
* RUBBISH REMOVAL  

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS  
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Shoalhaven City Council is encouraging 
rural landowners to continue Fireweed 
control measures throughout the area 
following an increase in local weed 
numbers. 
Fireweed is a highly invasive and 
opportunistic weed which can quickly 
colonise overgrazed areas and disturbed 
pastures. 
Native to east Africa, the weed can reduce the 
grazing capacity of a property, decrease 
pasture potential, reduce livestock growth rates 
and incur high control costs. 
With the Shoalhaven having experienced large 
temperature swings throughout spring 

following a cool wet winter the area has become 
inundated with fireweed following multiple 
germinations in parts of the City. 
Council Noxious Weed Manager, Ian 
Borrowdale said while Fireweed infestations 
were currently coming to the end of the growing 
season it was important all landowners continued 
control measures given the exceptional growing 
season. 
“While Fireweed generally grows between 
March and late October the recent growing 
conditions have resulted in a large increase in the 
weed locally,” said Mr Borrowdale. 
“Fireweed usually adopts an annual growth habit 
which means the plant will germinate, grow, set 
seed and die as summer approaches. 

Council urging adherence to Fireweed control measures 

sewing the colourful, creative costumes and 
painting the backdrops.   

Fyre Performance 
 

Six of the wonderful Kangaroo Valley P.S. 
students participated in the Fyre drama 
performance, ‘Island’. The school were the 
first group to watch this fantastic performance 
on Thursday and it was spectacular!!!!  
Our acting was so captivating and creative that 
our audience did not even realise how nervous 
we were. 
We would all like to put in a special thanks to 
Sarah for all of the effort she put into the play. 
THANKS!!!!!!!!!! 

(Continued from page 1) 

“However, this weed is so adaptable that it can 
have multiple germinations throughout the one 
growing season while adopting a perennial 
growth habit extending through summer if 
presented with suitable conditions.” 
“It is vital that all landowners continue control 
measures, particularly in cases where the new 
plants have germinated or before the older 
plants can set seed.” 
Mr Borrowdale said to correctly control 
Firweed infestations, the landowner must break 
the seeding cycle and prevent plants from 
setting future seed. 
Management options will differ depending on 
the property and size of the outbreak.  
For more information on Fireweed and 
appropriate control measures please contact 
Council’s Noxious Weeds Office on  

KV School news The Leadership 
Camp 
The year five and six 
leadership camp to 
Killailea State park was 
fantastic!!!  
It involved three days of 
canoeing, mountain bike 
riding, bush walking, 
orienteering, circus acts, 
beach combing, talent 
shows and so much 
more!!!!! We loved it! 
Thank you so much Mrs 
Good and Mr Smee, for a 
wonderful time.  

by Lily Stirling 
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2011 has been another successful and 
productive year in tennis for Kangaroo 
Valley resident Laura Kent.  
Laura, now 16, has focused her attention 
further on competing in open tournaments 
as she chases a variety of match 
experience and stronger opponents.  
Laura will represent country NSW against their 
city rivals in the inaugural statewide premier 
league, for which she gained qualification 
through passing the stages at club, district and 
regional level.  
She will play in January of next year at the 
Apia International tour event at Homebush.  
Another highlight during 2011 was winning 
the Australian All schools girls singles, held in 
Ballarat, and being a member of the champion 
NSW team which won the Pizzey cup.  
In early December Laura will be competing in 
the Under 16s Nationals in Melbourne, we 
wish her good luck.                       John George 

Laura gains 
Country honours  

The 
happy 
hooker 
 

by  
Chuck Burley 

 

The Sports  
Report 

 

 On Friday 25 November 10 members and five 
boats arrived at Greenwell Point for what was 
thought would be a great weekend for fishing.  
The weather on Friday was initially cold and wet 
but it fined up later in the day.  
A few cast lines out late in the afternoon with 
limited success.   
One had his line picked up by a low flying 
pelican and eventually, after a strong tussle, both 
the line and the pelican parted company with no 
injury to either party. 
After a great feed we all turned in fairly early 
only to be woken at around 1 am by heavy rain 
and winds.  It was not until 2 pm on Saturday 
afternoon that the weather cleared and three 

boats ventured out on the lake.    
After five hours of fishing, the catch was about 
half a fish each, the majority being flathead 
which were caught in the last half hour. 
Sunday morning we woke to a fine but windy 
day.  Fishing outside was a “no-go” and even on 
the lake would have been unpleasant.   

Even so, one boat and two hardy fishermen 
ventured out.  After discussing the problems in 
Greece and other world events and realising 
that we probably could not be of much help, 
the majority decided to go home. 

The next fishing safari will be in 
early March, again at Greenwell 
Point and we hope for better 
weather.  The February report 
will provide further details. 
The photo shows how much of 
our time was spent just looking 
at the boats. 
Remember we have available for 
sale:  Club shirts, $20, caps $10 
and badges $5. 
For membership and booking 
enquiries please contact Gavin 
Fox on 4861 4841 (email 
gav1960@msn.com) or Mark 
Collins on 4861 1091 (email 
kiwiwingnut55@hotmail.com) 

or our local identity Vinnie Winch on 4465 
1448. 
I would like to take the opportunity to wish 
you all a happy Christmas and a prosperous 
new year and here’s hoping that by March 
2012 the fish will take the bait.  

Enjoy your fishing   …..    Chuck 

We supply 
Road base 
Sand and soil 
Rockbreaker 
Augers 

Dave Rebbeck—Owner operator 
KANGAROO VALLEY EARTHMOVING   

 

GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE ON 
44 651 172 or mobile 0408 534 019  

We also deliver drinking water all year round to your tank 

Excavator—5 tonne IHI 
Bobcat with trencher 
Volvo tip truck 
Grader 
Roller 

Excavations 
Drainage 

Landscaping 
Grading roads 

Road repairs 
Water carting 

Rock walls a speciality 
Rocks of your choice 

Rural fencing 
Firewood  

Rubbish removal Congratulations  
Gabby Murphy (Under 12 girls 
champion Shoalhaven District 

Tennis) and Leon Rebbeck (Under 
12 boys champion Shoal haven 

Distraict Tennis)  
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Kangaroo Valley’s own 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
32 Moss Vale Road, Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577  

phone (02) 4465 1986 

Watch for our weekly specials 

Open seven days a week from 6 am to 7 pm 
 

The best fresh fruit and meat and grocery choice 

Petrol, diesel, oils Bottled and refilled gas 
Ice and Telephone credits 

Kangaroo Valley  
Golf Club   

Not sure why but only a few showed up 
to play in the Stableford competition on 
Saturday October 22 but despite the 
small field some great golf was played.  
Shelia Young winning the day with a the 
good score of 41 points, John Innes was 
second scoring 37 points and Suzanne 
Greer finished third with 36.  
Morning drizzle met us as we teed off for the 
October Medal round on Saturday 29 and 
despite the cool weather Mike Hinton and 
Norris Ingrisch were running hot.  

Mike won the medal having a nett 65, Norris was 
second with a nett 67 and Ron Bower finished 
third scoring a nett 71.  
Suzanne Greer was back in form for  November 
5 Stableford winning the day with 37 points.  
The rest of the field found the going tough and 
Barry Young, good to see you back from 
America for a while Barry, finished second with 
31 points and Peter Dumbrell was third with 30.  
Saturday November 12 was a team day playing 
an Ambrose competition.  
The partnership of John Innes and Sheila Young 
had a comfortable win with a nett 61.5 with 
second place going to the team of John Rose, 
Gordon Thomson and Barrie Young having a 
nett 63.67.  
Phil and Chris Gane were third scoring a nett 
68.5.  

Gordon Thomson was on fire for the 
Stableford comp on Saturday November 19 
with an outstanding score of 46 points.  
If you had a score like that in a 2 ball comp 
you would think you had done well. 
Congratulations Gordon.  
Needless to say, he won by a mile.  
Rick Donaldson was second, with 37 points, 
beating Dinny Mandalis on a countback  
I wish you all a happy Christmas and a great 
2012. 

 
Until next time Seventy Plus 

All lined up for Ambrose putting at the 
picturesque Kangaroo Valley course 
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Airport Transfers • Winery Tours • Corporate Travel • 
Weddings • Theatre, Opera, Sporting Events •  

Sydney, Canberra & Southern Highlands 
Vehicles for all occasions 

 
 

At Your Service  
24hours a day & 7 days a week 

 
Contact HCHC  

M: 0400 921 239   
 

E: info@hchc.com.au • W: www.hchc.com.au 

Having postponed the Tennis Club 
Social Day last September because of 
rain, the weather on Sunday November 
20 could not have been better: after a 
sticky start there was cloud cover and a 
pleasant breeze and more than 40 men 
women and children enjoyed the day. 
 

Under the steady hand of Dion Larkins 
the sub-committee organised both Singles 
and Doubles Competitions for the adults 

and Janette Merchant and Amanda Gazzard 
kept the children amused with the great new 
low compression balls that allow even the 
tiniest of children to powerfully hit the ball 
over the regular net; the adults enjoyed 
trying out these balls too. 
 

All players were given handicap points so that 
the A graders were able to compete with the B 
graders.   
After an extremely evenly matched final, that 

ended with a tie-
breaker, Oliver 
Radic defeated 
Dion Larkins 
and the winners 
in the Doubles 
were Paul 
Turnock with 
Oliver Radic. 
 

Unfortunately 
there weren’t as 
many children 
taking part as 
expected 
because the Fyre 
play "Island" 
involved most 
of the school 
children and 

Tennis social day was fun for all 

Oliver Radic (left) singles and doubles winner 
with Paul Turnock (doubles winner) 

their parents and Holy Communion counted for 
the rest.  
So we would like to give special mention to 
Emily S, Emilie H, Taidgh and Evan, Bryn and 
Jarrah and Will, who all took part in the round 
robin event and played with vigour and great 
sportsmanship.  
We look forward to another opportunity to 
hold these events when maybe we will be the 
sole event of the day!  
Our children in the Valley live such full lives, 
it’s wonderful to see. 
 

We would also like to thank Oscar Scherl who 
was chef extraordinaire at the BBQ and Judy 
Inall who masterminded the scoring and round 
robins. 
 

Bruce Rodway The future of Valley tennis in firm hands judging by the competitive juniors 
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Them what whispers down the well, 
About the goods they ‘ave to sell, 
Will not make as many dollars, 

As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers. 

Kangaroo Valley Security 
Regular and casual patrols of  

properties and premises 
Alarm responses – Security signage 

Static guarding 
Sales of alarms and associated equipment 

Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley 
 

Ph 44 651 659  Mob: 042 865 1659 
Master Licence No: 407376632 

The Village Green Nursery 
 

Pot Plant to Paddock—Natives, Exotics, Fruit and Ornamental 
trees, Tubestock, windbreaks and Hedging 

 

 Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren 
 

for helpful service and advice  
“council carpark” Kangaroo Valley, open 7 days 

  
 
 

Ph 44651037     email: eccleselectrical@westnet.com.au 
 

*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial 
 

*Refrigeration/Air-con            *Plus Pump Repairs 
 

~Emergency Service Available~ 

Eccles Electrical 

              Ian McLean  
        Home Handyman  

               
     Tel: 4464 3267   Mob: 0427 643 267

$1,000 limit to  
any “building” work 

J. Brian. Davidson 
Painter & Decorator 

(35 years experience) 
including Colour Consultation. Fully Insured. 

Reasonable Rates Call Brian for free 
quotation for work under $1000  

0432 659 816 
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MTA Member   
Motor Mechanic Lic #: 106089 

All Mechanical Repairs 
    Log Book Servicing 

Brake & Clutch Repairs 
Slasher, Mower,  
Ride-on Repairs 

Mig Welding, Tyre Repairs 
On farm mechanical repairs 

   Plant/Heavy Vehicle Field 
Servicing 

19 years mechanical knowledge  
and Licenced Workshop experience.  

We provide full service for 4x4’s and motor vehicles 
 

John Wright 0411 619 179 
email Wassa@shoal.net.au 

 

Wrights Farm Machinery P/L 
Jenanter Drive, Kangaroo Valley 

Call Warren 0438 418 198  4465 1030 

Same day repairs 

Electrical services and renewable 
energy systems for your  

home or business    
  

Lic No: 46822C CEC Accredited: A3257263 

P: 44 651 540 
 

E:info@kangaroovalleysolar.com.au 
www.kangaroovalleysolar.com.au 

 

Mike and Cathy Gorman 

We specialise in all aspects of the pest control industry,  
including termites,  

soil treatments, general pests, building & pest inspections. 
We are certified for all physical barriers including granite guard,  

trithor, plasmite and many more. 
It's not the cost of the service, it's the quality of the service. 

EST 1890 

  44 651 520       0411 704 067 
Licence No 15 004 265 003  

 



December 2011  Kangaroo Valley Voice     www.kangaroovalley.nsw.au Page 56 

Paul Obern Arborist Services 
Qualified Tree Surgeon with 15 years Experience 

 
Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, 
Thinning, Mulching, Fire Reduction Clearing, Dangerous 

Tree Removal – All Sizes 
Call Paul Tel 44651391 or Mobile No  0403610236 

Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area  

 

Domestic * New/Repaints  
*Commercial * Insurance Work 

ABN 64 835 636 910   
Lic.  Number: 197810C 

Kangaroo Valley’s Local Licenced Painter 

0411 361 981 or 44 651 920  
kvpainting@gmail.com 

P: 4446 0713     e : marknheidi@optusnet.com.au                

 
 

Free  
quotes 
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DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES 
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter 

 

7 Days, Emergency service 
Call Mark or Margo 

Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080 
Lic. No. 11234 

Servicing Kangaroo Valley for almost 20 years 

Specialising in Tung Oil for New & Old Flooring 
& Environmentally Friendly Coatings 

For expert, practical bookkeeping advice call:- 
 

BILL ALLDRITT BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 

 

Providing a complete range of                
 bookkeeping services using MYOB, including:- 
             general bookkeeping 
           bank reconciliation 
           accounts payable 
           debtors and accounts receivable 
           payroll services   
 
Registered BAS Agent (Reg # 07902 007).           

MYOB Professional Partner 
P.O. Box 6228 
Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577 
 

M:- 0408 32 55 88 
E:- billalldritt@kangaroovalley.nsw.au 
W:- www.billalldritt.com.au 
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the local community we also supplied the 
lounges in the central area. 
The Local Doctor  - In 1970 the Branch 
successfully organised the attendance of a GP in 
the Valley for two hours each Friday. Continued 
support was given;  care of the room at the 
village hall for 30 years prior to the move to 
Community centre, (in partnership with the local 
branch of Red Cross, now closed). There was a 
roster of women who readied the room, made 
sure there was water for hand washing and 
laundered any linen used during the surgery 
hours. 
‘Karinya’ Palliative Care Unit at David Berry 
Hospital 
Linear Accelerator Shoalhaven Health  
The Renal unit Shoalhaven Health 
Kangaroo valley Public School 
Over the years  the branch has supported the 
Shoalhaven Wig Library, the Kangaroo Valley 
Tourist Association and the petition to keep Dr 

Bob Sims. 
During the long 
years of drought  
we supported our 
sister Branch of 
Parkes as they 
were doing it 
tougher than the 
valley. 
We have made 
“trauma teddies” 
to comfort 

The Leprosy Mission: This 
mission is still very active as 
leprosy is still a scourge in 

many developing countries. 
Child Flight. An essential life saving  
transport service for many critically ill 
neonates, infants and young children from 
outlying areas as well as in the cities 
Care Flight: Air Ambulance for critically ill 
adults 
The Flying Doctor Service. Everyone has 
heard of this marvellous service to the outback  
Youth off The Streets (Father Riley). 
 This one is close to our hearts and many of us 
are personal contributors. 

Local Support 
 

The Ambulance Station. When this was being 
built the branch raised funds as did so many of 

(Continued from page 9) 

Star struck    

Community service of the highest calibre 

Kangaroo Valley Markets  
 

are held on the  
2nd Saturday every month 

8.30 a.m.-2.30 p.m. 
 

with proceeds going towards the  
Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival.   

 

For more information contact  
Jane Richter 0402 635 785 or email 

 

 kvmarkets@gmail.com 

children undergoing frightening therapies in 
hospital, knitted bright jumpers for babies with 
AIDS and for remote aboriginal communities 
 

Catering.  
 

The members used their cooking skills to great 
effect in catering for community functions 
Supper dances at the Hall whilst they were in 
vogue 
 

The Flower Show when this was a stand- 
alone event and not as the dahlia show today, 
part of the Valley A&H Show. 
 

Kangaroo Valley Show- provided  morning 
tea, afternoon tea and full  or light lunches on 
both days 
 

Weddings. Provided   reception  feasts for the 
wedding guests 
 

ANZAC: Provided Tea, coffee and anzac 
biscuits for marchers on ANZAC Day 
 

Chakola  “Hot Spots” Fire Safety Days - 
morning tea and  packed lunches 
 

CWA  
The Emergency Fund – flood, fire, drought 
relief at home and overseas disasters 
 

ACWW: International aid Fund to help 
women in Papua New Guinea and the Pacific 
Islands particularly but also in developing 
countries worldwide. 
 

Material Aid : materials and tools for women 
to use in making clothing etc., in the pacific 
islands and elsewhere. 

Win Palmer 

The Hydrogen alpha image is sketched next to 
it. These would have been visible in a 
projected image of the Sun. 
In January I will write about two spectacular 
and rare astronomical events occuring in 
2012.                                               Clear Skies! 

(Continued from page 48) 

Above are my observing notes from  
10 November when I counted  
16 individual sunspot groups.  

J. T. Rebbeck - Earthmoving Contractor 
4465 1329 Mobile 0414 744 258 

Reliable service,                
excellent equipment, competitive quotes. 

Solution from p 21 
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Wot’s on in the Valley 
Special events December 2011 

Weekly events 
Mon – Fri  Bus Service to Nowra and   
 Highlands   -   4423 5990 
Mon –Tues-Thurs Mass  St. Joseph’s 8 am 
Mon 1-3 pm Women's Bible Study  
 Anglican Hall 44651585 
Tues Men's Bowling - 1 pm, Casual  
 Contact Club 4465 1175  
Tues 10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga  
 44 651 364 
Tues Cuppa & kids  
                    Sunday School Hall  from 9-30 am 
Wed Mass St Joseph’s 6-15 am 
Wed  Pioneer Park Men’s Shed from 9 am 
 Finishing round 4 pm with a pint at      
 The Bowlo Werner Bayer 4465 1058 
Wed            Mixed Bowling, casual, register by                           
                                         12.45 pm, play starts 1.00 pm. Contact    
                                          Club 4465 1175 
Wed KVRFS Training at Shed  6pm 
Wed             6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact  
                     44  651364 
Thurs          Pilates KV Hall 1 pm—2-15 pm 
                       Enquiries 44 651 958 
Thurs          5 pm Golf Croquet 
                    Walking group P.O. 10 am 
Thurs  1-3 pm Women's Care & share -  
 Anglican Hall 44 651 585 
Sat              Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 8 am 
Sat              1 pm Social Bowls KV Bowling         
Sun             Bowling Club 'Barefoot Bowls' 1 pm  
Sun Anglican Church 4465 1585   
 8-30 am Traditional service  
 10 am Contemporary service and  
 Sunday School     
Sun Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am 

Bi-weekly events 
Thursday (1st & 3rd) Men’s Group— 7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 4465 1056 

* 
The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley 

*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $48 per year  
  Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know. 

 
  Please tick the appropriate box:         I AM A NEW RESIDENT 
                                                              I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY 
                                                              SUBSCRIPTION  -  (Cheque or Money Order only thank you) 
                                                              CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS 
  Your Mailing Address:-         
                                         Name _________________________________________________________________            
                                                  
       
 Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________ 

 
 K.V. Voice Office:-  149 Moss Vale Rd , Kangaroo Valley 2577.   Phone (02) 4465 1621 

If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel  would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you 

Claim the date! 
 

2012 
 

Feb 17—18     KVA & H Show 
 
 
Mar 2-4     UP A RIVER...Festival & Fundraiser 
 
 
Sep 29                    10th Buster Keaton Silent Annual             
                                                        Film Show  
 

Organisations are invited to use this page  
to claim the date for any events they are planning,  

so as to avoid doubling up and clashes with other groups 
 
 

 
Dec 1               Gingerbread House night 
                                                      7-9 pm Anglican Church Hall 
                        Cecily Paterson 4465 1585 
 
Dec 13            Matinee performance of How Elvis gets his groove back Noon 
                        Evening performance 7 pm 
 
Dec 14             Evening performance 7 pm 
                          All the above presented by K.V. School at Kangaroo Valley Hall  
 
Dec 17                            Pantomime at the hall 
 
Dec 18             Carols in the Valley at the  Church of the Good Shepherd 

Monthly events 
 
 

Mon (1st) KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – David Smart 4465 1214 
 

Mon (2nd) Environment Group – 6 pm – The Gallery in Kangaroo Valley –  
            Peter Stanton 4465 1688 
 

Mon (3rd) A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Donna Parker, 4465 2170 
 

 Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare Workbee. Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147 
                                           for confirmation and location of meeting place.   

Tues (1st)        CWA 10 am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30 pm Combined Luncheon, 
           1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting 

 

Tues (2nd)        Pre School Meeting 
 
 

Tues (2nd)       KV Historical Society 10-30 am to  noon Garth Chittick 4465 1367  
 

Tues (2nd)   KV Pioneer Settlement Trust meeting 9 am to 10.30 am 
           Elaine Apperley 4465 2026  
 
 

Tues (4th)          Lions Club. Carolyn Green 4465 1384 
 
Wed (1st)         Pioneer Museum Park. Working Bee 9.00 am to 12 noon  
                                  Werner Bayer 4465 -105 or Phil Scott 4465 1968.   
 
 

Thurs (2nd) P. & C. Meeting – – KV  School  
 

Fri (2nd) View Club General Meeting and  Luncheon – 12 pm – locations as advised 
 
 

Sat (last)   Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482 
 
Sun (last) Fishing Club Competition day – Harold Sharman   4465 1140 
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If undelivered please return to :- 

KANGAROO VALLEY VOICE 
C/O POST OFFICE, KANGAROO VALLEY 2577 

The monthly community 
newspaper of Kangaroo Valley 

SURFACE MAIL 
POSTAGE PAID AUSTRALIA 
 
PRINT POST No.201494/00039 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
 

K. V. Show   Donna Parker             0411014493 
Alcholics Anonymous      Rick 4465 1113 
Brogers Creek Landcare    
                       Andrew Fitzsimmons  4465 1482 
Budgong Community Group  
                               Nicholas Carlile  4446 0591 
Historical Society Garth Chittick     4465 1367 
FYRE   Karen Harrison   4465 1699 
KV Arts Festival  
                            Denise Wright   4465 1963 
K.V.C.A..           Barbara Woodney  4465 1117  
KV Garden Group  Lee Sharam         4465 1756 
KVRFB Captain David Smart        4465 1214 
Iyengar Yoga Rose Andrews     4465 1364 
Osborne Park/Hall Jacqui. Lenz        4465 1272 
Pioneer Museum    Elaine Apperley 4465 2026 
Rock-Wallaby Melinda Norton 4887 8256               
Tourist Assn Lyn Obern 4465 1391 
Upper River Progress Assn   
                              David Loneragan 4465 1364 
 

EMERGENCIES  
Police  13 1444 or 4421 9699 
Ambulance 000  
Poisons 13 1126 
Integral Energy 13 1003  
Lifeline 13 1114 
Fire 000 

 

SPORTS & EXERCISE 
Bushwalking Fran Pritchard     4465 1599 

Cricket Club        Greg Thompson         4465 1531 
Croquet Club Mary McIntyre       4465 2757 
Fishing Club Vinnie Winch 4465 1448  
Golf Club John Rose 4464 2384 
Hockey Club       Sharon Gomez        4465 1580 
Ladies Bowling Margery Good 4465 1341 
Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick 4465 1035 
Pilates Kate Manka       0414 482 345 
Pony Club Ilse O’Reilly           4465 1767 
Rowing Club      Gerry Garrett          4465 1419 
Tennis Club Bruce Rodway 4465 1756 
 
Group Secretaries - please check & update details 

SCHOOLS & CHURCHES 
 

Preschool             Jacinta Powell       4465 1327 
P & C                    Bianca Murphy      4465 1182    
Public School John Bond             4465 1182 
Scots College Grahame Allen 4465 1089 
Anglican Church Andrew Patterson 4465 1585 
Sunday School Jeanette Dumbrell 4465 2708 
Catholic Church Anne Dynon 4464 1910 
 
 

CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS 
 

CMR Institute Isabel Butler 4465 1248 
Lions Club         Lorraine Mairinger  4465 1031 
V.I.E.W. Club   Betty Allan 4465 1154 
C.W.A. Gwen Nelson 4443 3409 
Amnesty Int. Libby Turnock 4465 1357 
Environment        Rosemary Stanton 4465 1711 
Wires  4862 1788 
 

AGES & STAGES 
 

Cubs/Scouting   Gary Thomas           4465 1485 
Cuppa and kids  Cecily Paterson       4465 1585 


