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First steps taken on consultation
about Tallowa Dam proposal
Ian Tanner, Manager Bulk Water for the SCA,
presented the proposal which involves installing
twenty-one radial gates, each 7.6 metre high,
across the top of the dam wall.
Peter Stanton and Keith Learn for the Lake
Yarrunga Taskforce spoke to the detrimental
impacts the proposal would have for Kangaroo
Valley.
These include significant potential impact on
houses and property in ten-year floods, and
The Minister made a surprise announcement.
devastating degradation of the environment
Although the previous Premier had announced surrounding the lake, rivers and creeks, with a
the dam would be raised, the new Premier
ring of mud and dead trees covering 440
regarded the project as an SCA proposal only
hectares around the edges.
and the Government is keeping an open mind. This would lead to impacts on the economy of
He said the proposal "was being put before the Kangaroo Valley in which tourism is by far the
community before the Government decides
largest contributor to the economy.
whether to proceed to the next stage of the
Many residents asked questions and made
process".
comments and the Minister stated that
He went on to say "If, and I stress the 'If', the
everything said would be taken into account.
Government decides to proceed" there will be a Various people complained that the results of
full, detailed EIS.
flood studies were not yet known.
If the project were to be declared "critical
The SCA agreed to supply full data of the
infrastructure" there would be a second stage of studies to the community. Elizabeth George
consultation.
More on pages 4, 31, 40 and 50.

Kangaroo Valley Hall was full to
overflowing on Monday November 28
when around 250 residents attended a
meeting to hear Sydney Catchment
Authority (SCA) present their proposal
to raise Tallowa Dam seven metres.
Environment Minister Bob Debus attended
the meeting, which was organised by the
Lake Yarrunga Taskforce.

Vale—Roz Novich
See pages 5 and 15

What the Yarrunga Task Force says
These are the points raised by Keith
Learn at the meeting on behalf of the
campaign committee.
Why raising Tallowa Dam is not acceptable to
the communities of Kangaroo Valley and
Shoalhaven

Environmental:
Tree loss on Lake Yarrunga - estimated at 200
to 300,000.
Loss of mature trees all through KV Village
(along banks of Kangaroo River which will
become part of the new Lake) - this is the town
backdrop
Loss of platypus habitat - KV famous for
platypus since David Attenborough's team
filmed here.
Loss of habitat and food sources for many
species of bird, fish and wildlife.
News 1–15

Destruction of lower Shoalhaven River insufficient water flows, already happening.
Destruction of very pretty parts of Kangaroo
River -all the little riffles drowned under 5 more
metres of water.

Economic:
Loss of Bendeela campground and camp sites at
Dam, affects KV businesses (SCA says they
will replace both - residents doubt either can be
adequately replaced.)
KV tourism built on eco-tourism. Largest canoe
venue in Australia here.
Campers shop for food, beverages, petrol, gifts
etc in KV village.
Over past 5 years numbers camping have fallen
by half as SCA has mismanaged Bendeela and
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What a year, what a month, what a week in
the lead up to this bumper issue of the Valley
Voice.
The welcome rains in recent weeks has revived
the pastures and gardens as we head into what
well could be a hot summer and the other
watery matter gaining our attention has been the
future of Tallowa Dam, culminating in an
extremely well attended meeting in the hall late
in November.
The attendance by the Minister and several of
his professional advisers provided a great
opportunity to pin this ill thought out concept to
the wall, but although the Task Force
representatives presented technical opinions and
projections based on well researched history,
the standard of public questioning was not of a
nature that would really force the bureaucrats
and politicians hands.
This after all was the first public consultation
about a premature idea, promulgated by the
previous Premier at a political party gathering,
in order to dampen growing opposition to the
government’s policy (or lack of it) to deal with
the impending disaster of reduced water
supplies to the omnivorous spectre of Sydney’s
unrestrained growth.
One hopes that this does not represent a
lessening of the back pedal that the government
appears to have embarked upon.
During the meeting the Minister was at pains to
point out that the project had moved from the
political grandstanding of the project
previously, (my words not his) had now moved
to the government’s position that they would
consider the recommendations of the SCA with
respect to Sydney’s continued supply, including
the Tallowa Dam proposal.
So we have moved from an announced
commencement of construction date (by Bob
the builder) to a considered decision on the

Letters to the Editor

project by a “responsible and thoughtful
government” (again my words not his) which
could be either the first step in a process
designed to save face on the one hand and
gain credibility for the new management team
in Macquarie Street.
More consultation is promised, particularly if
the government accepts the SCA proposals in
total or in part and the previously scorned (or
at least ignored) consultative committee may
have the opportunity to be more incisive and
assertive in their challenges to the bureaucrats
assumptions, calculations and decisions.
There is plenty about Tallowa Dam in this
issue including the result of our “notices”
contest, but we also cover the generous gift of
a Wollemi Pine to the Valley, the tragic
accident that took the life of Roz Novich,
reports from the schools and the Mayor, the
Youth of the Year result, a fable about a
Giant, the seasonal Church Notices and an
explosion of news and coverage of all things
arty and cultural.
There are new exhibitions opening, there is
the revival of Writers in the Valley, stories
about music and the people that make it, a
Kangaroo Tale about Keith and Kookie
Engelsman, a new column about astronomy
and a full report on the next big thing in
telecommunications to improve our access to
the outside world.
As usual I would like to thank our readers,
our advertisers, the committee of the Voice
and our valuable contributors who help us put
together a publication that defines the Valley
in so many ways.
Although we have had a sad end it has been a
fruitful and satisfying year in maintaining we
hope continued improvement in the standard
and worth of our newspaper.
Best wishes for the season.
Carl Leddy
Dear Editor,

Feral goat contact

DEADLINES
for the February issue of the ‘VOICE’

Advertising,
Wot’s On , Calender
& Sports Report
January 20, 2006
Editorial Submissions
January 24, 2006
Please do not leave your
submission
until the last day;
being early is a great help to us.
E-mail kvvoice@shoal.net.au

All letters must be signed
by the writer and give
both business and home
phone numbers so letters
can be verified.

Mail to :
The Editor
c/o Post Office
Kangaroo Valley. 2577

In the November edition of the Valley Voice
you printed an article by the Kangaroo Valley
Environment Group about a feral goat and deer
control program proposed on private land in
Kangaroo Valley.
I was the author of that article which omitted
my contact telephone number for any
landholders who might be interested in
participating in the program.
Since submitting the article National Parks and
Wildlife Service has made a commitment to
contribute $3,000 towards the shooting program
and $2,000 towards the purchase of “Judas”
Goats and radio tracking equipment.
(Continued on page 4)
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Wollemi Pine gifted to Kangaroo Valley
The Kangaroo Valley community has recently been
given an extremely precious gift – a young Wollemi
pine, a “living fossil” of great botanical and
historical importance.
It has been given to the community by two extremely
generous Valley residents, who wish not to be named
in this article, but to let this inspiring tree be the focus
of our attention.
As many of you may know, in late 1994 a modern day
explorer with an interest in plants of the Blue Mountains, by
the name of David Noble, found by chance, a large unknown
conifer in a narrow canyon system less than two hours from
Sydney.
As his ‘find” was investigated news of an incredible
discovery spread quickly throughout the world.
The pine, given the scientific name “Wollemi nobilis”,
proved to be one of the world’s rarest tree species, an
amazing survivor from prehistoric times when dinosaurs
roamed the Earth!
There is no other plant still alive on Earth today closely
related to this magnificent tree.
With it’s strange bubbly bark and its new green ferny foliage
it is easy to imagine it being nibbled on by a hungry
dinosaur.
In fact, its mature foliage grows on the branches in two rows,
not unlike the scales on a Stegosaur’s back!
The scientific world acted quickly to both protect the less
than one hundred known trees in the wild and also to
propagate new Wollemi pines, so that the species would be
safe from extinction.

Cathy Gorman and the Wollemi Pine

Making the
trees
commercially
available is
part of the
conservation
plan, allowing
the community
at large to
enjoy and help
preserve this
amazing part
of our heritage.
In addition, the
revenue raised
will be used
for further
conservation

and cultural programs here and around the world.
The tree we have been given is a first generation descendent of those
ancient survivors in the Wollemi National Park, one of two hundred and
ninety two trees recently auctioned at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney, making it an incredibly unique gift to our community.
Each tree in this “Collector’s Edition’ was given it’s own name and in an
amazing case of synchronicity, our benefactor chose to purchase a tree
named after an environmentalist from East Timor “ de Carvahlo”,

completely unaware of Kangaroo Valley’s strong ties with East Timor
through our Remexio partnership!
As you can imagine there was great delight for all involved when this
connection was realised!
This ancient living relic, propagated in 1999 and now entrusted to us, is
to be planted in Riverside Park, where locals and visitors alike can
marvel at it!
For the next few years it will be protected by a secure cage, as are the
trees that have been cultivated in the Botanic gardens, to ensure a safe
start to its life here in the Valley.
The Wollemi pine appears to be amazingly adaptable, having survived
17 ice ages and we hope that, with good care, it will thrive in it’s new
home, perhaps reaching its potential height of 50 metres!
As custodians of this “miraculous time traveller” it is hoped that all
residents will cherish this gift, afford our tree great respect and
encourage others to do the same.

Tree welcoming ceremony
All members of the community are invited to attend a special ceremony
to welcome this grand tree and honour those who donated it to the
Valley.
We especially encourage children of the Valley to attend as they will be
the future caretakers of the tree.
The ceremony is to be held at Riverside Park on Friday 16 December at
5 pm.
Please come along and be a part of this very memorable day in the
history of the Valley, made possible by this wonderful gift!
Cathy Gorman
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Landholders in Kangaroo Valley, particularly
Upper Kangaroo Valley, Barrengarry Creek
Valley and Brogers Creek Valley who might be
interested in participating in this program
should contact me on 44651564 or email
janles@fastrac.net.au.
During my absence from Australia from
December 14th to January 18th, they could
contact Tess Heighes of the Upper Kangaroo
Valley Landcare Group on 44227147 or Ian
Jackett at NPWS on 48877244
Les Mitchell
Gerringong Creek Rd
Dear Sir,

Signs are an eyesore
I write to register my disgust at one aspect of
the anti dam campaign.
Our beautiful valley is awash, not with
floodwaters, but with visually polluting signs.
Whilst those involved must be feeling high on
their community spirit, do they realise that they
are alienating the silent majority with their
ugly, puerile and utterly useless signage?
By all means organise petitions, lead
delegations, even lead parades if you like, but
do not despoil our valley.
Gordon Douglass
Dear Editor

Lessons unlearned and unheeded
Below is an edited copy of a letter that has
today been posted to the Premier and also to the
member for Kiama.
At Chakola we always knew that an extension
to the dam wall was built in originally for it was
there that was founded the KV Conservation
Society in the early 70s by Jim Dorrington
(Upper KV) and I.
Attempts to get the Metropolitan Water and
Drainage Board to let us knew what the plans
foresaw were never answered, these were
before the times of FOI.
However the argument for the greater need, i.e.
Sydney vs Kangaroo Valley to come first is
specious.
The political dinosaurs who every few years
come up with yet another Dam, usually timed to
suit elections! deny the proofs that dams have
been proven not to work, for the population
growth will soon empty these.
Rain Can Not Be Relied Upon !
The conundrum that the Sydney planners and
politicians face is simple enough
1. Ration people.
2. Ration Water.
3. Recycle water
We really must grow up and accept that if we
are allowed to continue in this land then we
must learn to do with a little less, each one of
us.
Warwick and Antonia Deacock
To Premier Iemma
Subject: Plans to Raise the Tallowa Dam.
Shoalhaven NSW.
Following a National Survey in 1963/4 we

Kangaroo Valley Voice
decided that there was a need for somewhere
where broad explorations of environmental
matters could be pursued by Community
initiatives.
We purchased an 80 acre property in the
Kangaroo Valley, built a small Centre and had
the area gazetted Wildlife Refuge No 207 by
the NSW Government.
Activities have been extremely varied and
proved the need at this time for such an idea
and continues so to do.
We wish to express our concern at the Plans to
raise the current Dam and consider that
inadequate researches have been made.
Two of our major concerns are these :
1.Chakola Refuge No 207 is currently in plan
for a Voluntary Conservation Agreement with
NPWS/NSW .
The Property & area had Flora and Fauna
Surveys via the National Parks and Wildlife
Service.
There are listed 12 species of Rare and
Endangered Fauna; its Flora contains 4 plant
Species of National Conservation Significance
and 11 uncommon, rare or very rare Regional
Species .
2. Continuing weekly International Groups of
Conservation Volunteers staying at Chakola are
being captivated by this protected sample of
Bushland.
Won’t it be a sad day if these people from many
nations go home with their story of how
Australia has yet to learn that water can be
recycled as in many of their Countries and how
the Nation and State of NSW has permitted the
massacre of a a live river unnecessarily.
Yours Sincerely,
Warwick Deacock,
Antonia Deacock
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In a fairly unique environment with a small
population, KV residents have taken on and
won many battles.
Whilst we expect Governments and Councils to
make the right decision for us, sometimes they
just don’t.
Local historic knowledge and common sense
wins my vote every time.
I am appalled that Mr Volk has accepted the
“seemingly inevitable” with the raising of the
dam wall at Tallowa, because if we as a
community had accepted the ‘seemingly
inevitable’ decision to close the Ambulance
Station a number of people wouldn’t be around
today to benefit from any return.
I think it should be remembered that our
children will inherit the consequences of our
decisions on the environment and act
accordingly.
Julie Meddows.

Correction
It appears that I have made a mistake in the
previous months Voice.
The last one hundred year flood in the Valley
was 1870.
There hasn’t been one since, (we are well
overdue I think) the next largest was 1898 when
the old bridge disappeared into the flood waters.
Sorry about that – but for all those people that
haven’t experienced their first flood…it will
amaze you and frighten you all at once.
Julie Meddows.
Dear Sir,
Re: Raising Tallowa Dam Wall

Having attended the meeting at Kangaroo
Valley Community Hall on Monday 28
November 2005 I came away with as many
questions unanswered as when I went into the
Hall.
Letter to the Editor
1. Why raise the dam wall and destroy :
Some things are worth fighting for
1 Tallowa Dam Picnic Area?
2 Bendeela Camping Ground?
I seem to remember a Mr Gerard Volk, in the
3 Moss Gardens in Pioneer Farm?
not too distant past being extremely grateful
4 Hampden Bridge beach area?
that KV had an Ambulance Station and two
5 Hundreds of trees along the river
very dedicated officers.
which form a backdrop to the town?
Life becomes very precious when people try to
and cause increased risk of flood to private
take things away from us and that’s exactly
properties and public roads?
why the residents of KV fought so hard when
2. Even though each Sydney household uses
they tried to take our Ambulance Station away,
60,000 more litres per year than each
not once, but twice.
Shoalhaven household Mr. Debus was not
It was the same with our antiquated water
prepared to give an undertaking that the
supply.
government would apply permanent water-use
It took several years but KV finally acquired a
restrictions in the Sydney area.
first for Australia in a new Micro Filtration
3. Why won’t the government seriously
Plant, plus the replacement of all the water
embrace recycling of water for industrial use?
pipes in town.
Melbourne has announced it will recycle 115
Our restaurant patrons and our children were
billion litres per year in one scheme, Sydney’s
safe from contaminated water during periods of
recycling plans are miniscule in comparison.
little rainfall.
4. The present pumps at Bendeela are capable
There are many more examples …the footpath
of pumping 2.4 billion litres a day. However
and the extension to the bridge, kerb and
due to restrictions on flows in rivers in the
guttering, decent drainage pipes in the main
Highlands the pumps are only being used at
street, the list goes on and on and that doesn’t
about 1/3 their capacity i.e. 800 million litres
include the foresight and dedication of past
per day.
generations which resulted in a showground, a
Why not build the proposed tunnel to Avon
park, swimming pool, playing fields and pony
(Continued on page 31)
club grounds… just to name a few.
Editor’s note: Warwick also supplied a fable
written by John Crick. It appears on page 46.
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Vale—Roz Novich
My adored wife, Roz, died on Monday,
28th November in the Intensive Care
Unit of North Shore Hospital in Sydney.
She had fallen down a set of stairs, which
had instantly knocked her unconscious.
The damage was so severe that she did not
regain consciousness.
We had been celebrating an American
Thanksgiving Dinner at the house of friends
along with 30 others.
It was a situation tailor-made for Roz as she
was with a group of people that she loved, she
was meeting a new group, and everybody was
there to have fun.
By the end of the evening she knew everybody
in the room.
Strange as it sounds, everybody had already
been captivated by her as being one of the most
beautiful, friendly, funny, compassionate,
talented, irreverent people they had ever met.
As it was pointed out to me….”she looks a
Million Dollars”.
I have basked in her glow for all of the
magnificent years we have been together.
It has been truly wonderful.
She quite simply loved all people (and all
animals for that matter) and devoted her life to
helping them be happy.
Please forgive me, as it is hard to talk about
Roz’s life, without occasionally including me in
it. As many people have observed, we were
practically joined at the hip.
We liked it that way.
Roz and I met in the Newcastle Hotel in the
Rocks in Sydney.
From that first instant, there was not one
moment’s doubt about what we both felt for
each other.
My “party girl” and I even went together to a
party that very first night.
We were married by Ted Noffs at the Wayside
Chapel in King’s Cross and we had the most
fantastic day.
A day that is still clear in the memories of our
friends.
We lived our early married years in Willoughby
in Sydney, not very far from her idolised
parents who lived in Chatswood.
Our family bonds are very strong still with her
sister, Sue, and the many uncles, aunties and
cousins. They are a passionate family.
After a five year stint in Melbourne, we moved
back to Sydney and decided that suburban
Willoughby was a bit too settled.
We sold and lived in a series of houses closer to
Sydney, finally settling in Ultimo and later
Glebe.
Roz thrived on the variety of people she met
and we soon knew every
restaurant owner in the area.
Our retail business was going well with Roz
putting her amazing talents to work.
he could pick a trend in giftware before the
merchandise was readily available.
Customers would come to see her to see what
was going to happen next.
Her ability to select the right employees was
uncanny and we have had wonderful times with

our staff.
Her philosophy was to select somebody
because they were a nice person.
If they work hard, she can teach them to do
anything. Roz was a second Mum to many.
We moved our focus to Costume Jewellery with
Roz again as the king-pin.
Her taste in fashion was impeccable.
She was a class act and our suppliers will
readily acknowledge she knew better than
anybody, how to buy Jewellery.
We had shared a quiet dream of one day being
able to spend week-ends away from Sydney.
We were not prepared for the discovery of
Kangaroo Valley.
We bought our house in Jarretts Lane as we did
many of our actions.......on a quick impulse.
We fell in love instantly, which is bit of a
recurring theme.
We expected we would occasionally come and
sit together on our verandah and watch the
world go by.
What we had not taken into account at the time,
was the quality of the people we were going to
meet.
We were overwhelmed by their friendliness and
gentleness.
We were compelled to actually live here fulltime.
Many of you know the rest of the story, which
became even more idyllic when son Guy and
Tish also decided to join us here.
The Community reaction and depth of
sympathy we have experienced during this
whole tragedy has been totally overwhelming.
We are all so obviously feeling the pain
together and you too are feeling your own
personal loss.
I, fortunately, have the shared experiences
of a lifetime with the most wonderful person
it is possible to imagine.
Many others had only just met her
and feel they missed out.
The hard part will be dealing with the next
chapter of our dreams, without her.
How do you deal with losing somebody with so
many unique talents?
In closing, I will give you a few examples of
Roz’s most recent feelings towards Kangaroo
Valley.
We have just completed our first holiday in
many years to Europe.
Roz and I had a wonderful time with friends in
the U.K. and Italy, followed by a visit to Greece
and a magnificent holiday in Turkey.
We met many people and I reached the stage
were I would cringe if we were asked where we
live.
Roz would go into a 15 minute promotional
travelogue on the virtues of Kangaroo Valley
and how she was missing it.
Surrounded by some of the beauty of there,
people scratched their heads and wondered.
We were both working from home, at opposite
ends of our house.
Roz would insist that work had to stop at 5-30
and we would meet at the garden bench for a
quiet drink and talk about the day.
Her words are still in my head from a couple of

Ken and Guy’s caption for this holiday photo ,
At reception in Heaven when she was asked,
"Is there anything we can get while you are waiting?"
"I'll have a glass of wine
and two friendly cats please".

weeks ago when she sat there with our cat
Kanga on her knee, after finally catching up on
a month’s work.
“How can we be so lucky.
We still love each other after so many years….
live in our dream house in these
surroundings….. share it with a village full of
the best people in the World?”
Some people don’t have 5% of what we have.”
Ken Novich
NB Guy’s tribute to his mother is on page 15

There is to be
A Celebration of Life Party
for
Roz Novich
Friday 16th December 2005 at 6.30 pm
In Kangaroo Valley Hall
The theme will be a happy party.
There will be Roz style music
and Roz style dancing,
so bring along your dancing shoes.
No flowers please, but there will be a donation box
for funds to be raised to establish
a “Roz Novich Memorial”
which will take the form of something
to beautify the village.
Donations can also be made directly to “Kangaroo Valley Lions Club – Roz Novich”
All are welcome.
Put your name down on the list at the
Post Office or the Newsagency.
We will need volunteers to help us with
· Decorations
· Food
· Setting up.
Ring Derek and Irene 44 651 222
The Pub will provide a bar and
all profits will be donated to the fund.
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Kangaroo Valley Public School celebrates 2005 achievements
Kangaroo Valley Public School will recognise
another hugely successful school year
academically and in terms of personal
development and cultural experiences for our
students.
The school is initiating changes in response to
curriculum initiatives and demographic
movements towards a smaller student
population.
Anticipating these changes the staff prepared
for change by refining flexible literacy and
numeracy programs centred on ‘Stage-based’
learning as well as initiating information
technology plans.
The P. & C. Association and the School
Council have worked energetically to support
quality programs and improvements to the
school including improved reading resources
and computer facilities. Fund Raising events
emphasised the ‘fun’ included the Annual
Trivia Night, King of the Mountain Event,
ANZAC Day Ceremonies, CWA International
Day, the support of Pioneer Farm and Kangaroo
Valley Show have been excellent.

providing diverse programs through the Quality
Teaching program.
Staff training and initiatives have been a
highlight of the year with Kangaroo Valley
teachers leading Nowra Small School group in
the Quality Teaching Program and the Middle
Years Action Research for Bomaderry
Community of Schools.
The school continued on its 100% participation
rates in Public Speaking and excellent tradition
of debating through the Premier’s Challenge.
The students of K.V.P.S engaged in a variety of
interesting learning experiences outside the
class including the Mogo Gold Excursion,
Stage 3 Leadership
Camp, Sydney Academy
of Sport Camp at
Narrabeen and School
Camp at Killalea,
combined Early
Colonisation excursion
with Nowra Primary
School to Sydney and
Pioneer Farm.
Special learning
experiences were
organised for Education
Week, charities events
such as the school Spella-thon and World Vision Cross-Country
Sponsorship.
The school also celebrated its talented students
by participating in the Shoalhaven Eisteddfod
and Coral Festival.
School Award for Excellence in Education
Ms Liz Aitken received an Award for Excellent
Outstanding successes in academic, cultural and Service to Public Education for the contribution
sporting programs at Kangaroo Valley School
as President of the P.& C. Association and the
have emphasised the inclusiveness in its
enormous contribution to computer education.
educational programs reaping benefits for all
Ms Aitken has worked tirelessly maintaining
students.
the school’s computer network.
The development of a happy and caring
The school congratulates and thanks Ms Aitken
learning environment has been achieved by
for her excellent work.
creating a variety of opportunities and
Responding to the challenges of ‘Creative and
Practical Arts’ syllabus and multiple
intelligence theory, the highlights of the
May I help?
school’s ongoing commitment to the arts
include:
K.V.P.S gained commendations in two sections
(poetry and percussion) of the Shoalhaven

As your Federal member, it is my role to
facilitate and assist you and your family
with any concerns you might have.
My office is located at 24 Berry Street,
Nowra and is open from 8 am to 6 pm
Monday to Friday or you can contact me on
4423 1782 or toll free on 1300 301 790
I regularly visit Kangaroo Valley
and am more than happy to call or visit
you if you cannot get to my office.

Joanna Gash MP
Federal Member for Gilmore

Japan.
Participation in the Multicultural Public
Speaking Competition for Stage 2 and 3
students refined speaking skills through the
stage-based Literacy Groups. One student
reached the Area finals.
Year 4 to 6 students took part in the Dorothea
Mackellar Poetry Writing Competition. One
student was awarded a ‘Distinction’ Certificate.
One student reached the grand final of ‘Write
for Fun’ competition.
As a ‘Health Promoting School’, physical
activity is supported by Healthy Choices
Teaching Units that relates closely with our

Healthy Canteen and integrates all student
welfare programs. All students at K.V.P.S. have
impressive participation rates and sporting
results. These include:
K.V.P.S. won Cross-Country and Athletics F.I.
S.S.T. (Small School) Carnivals for the seventh
consecutive year and relinquished the
Swimming title after six years.
Seventeen students represented the school at the
District Swimming Carnival and one
representing in the Area Carnival.
All Kindergarten to Year 6 students completed
a school based ‘Learn to Swim’ course in
Terms 1 and 4.
Kangaroo Valley School organised the Small
Schools Cross-Country. Twenty four students
represented the school in the District Athletics
winning the percentage trophy. Three students
represented the school in the Area Athletics.
Five students represented the District at the
Area Cross-Country. The event also acted a
fund raiser for the SRC World Vision
Sponsored Child.
One student continued after winning the Area
High Jump and came 4th in the State Athletics at
Homebush. Another student came 6th in the
NSW All Schools Athletics incorporating the
Pacific School Games Trials.
All Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students participated in the
Bike Safety Course conducted by the
Shoalhaven City Council’s Bike Safety officer.
Selected students participated in the District
Soccer and Netball trials.
Teams were entered in soccer, netball and
tennis in the P.S.S.A. knockout.
Eisteddfod.
All students participated in netball, ARL,
The school choir participated in an outstanding soccer and basketball clinics.
performance at the Shoalhaven Choral Festival. A school relay team competed in an ARL PreOperation Art workshops were held for Stage 2 match entertainment relay at WIN Stadium.
and Stage 3 students. One students work was
Thirty students participated in the National
displayed on a teaching DVD and will tour
(Continued on page 18)
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Roundup from the schools

Most parents come away impressed by their
son’s burgeoning talents and abilities and grow
in respect for their ability to act independently
and interdependently.
A yearly trip to Canberra exposes boys to the
workings of the federal government, the ruling /
representative members of the larger national
community.
This year they observed a session of both
houses witnessing an especially lively
discussion/
battle
regarding the
proposed
Industrial
Relations Act
in the House
of

While on B Dorm final hike the students were
serious about pausing to reflect on those who
had fallen.
Boys were clear they wanted to pay respect and
homage to those who had given their lives so
that we could live freely and in peace; those
mates who had journeyed together to defend
their country.
Standing atop Mt. Barren we faced outward
gazing over the land below.
One minutes silence
was observed,
listening to the
sounds of the bush.
Afterwards, students
were reminded that
Jesus is the
‘resurrection and the
life’, and though
there is death for all,
it has no sting for
Representatives.
those who trust in
experiential learning: learning by doing.
A tour of the war
Jesus as they
An extensive outdoor education program is
memorial gave the
anticipate
woven together with NSW Board of Studies
boys an opportunity
resurrection from the
curriculum outcomes and a boarding
grave and eternity
environment to give boys opportunities that few to do further
research on their
with Christ.
if any of them would otherwise experience.
It proved to be one of
The goal is to help boys navigate the transition Fallen Soldier
assignment; in this
the most moving
to adulthood by giving them tools and
assessment task boys
Remembrance Day’s
experiences that will go with them when they
research and present
any of us had
leave.
information on one of the valley residents who experienced.
Although a little community in its own right,
fought and died in World War I.
Many Valley residents wonder what exactly
Glengarry is connected with the larger Valley
The sense of community that develops amongst goes on at Glengarry; the annual Open Day (9
community in several significant ways.
April 2006) is a time to find out.
Many Glengarry staff members are involved in the boys at Glengarry can also be quite
significant at times and in some cases heightens Local residents are warmly invited to come and
the social community through active
their sense of connection with the larger world visit and see what this ‘community within a
around them.
community’ is all about.
Here is one such snapshot from a three day
Just give Sharon Gomez a call at the Glengarry
bush-walk.
office to confirm dates (dates are also posted in
Remembrance Day while in the bush was a
the Valley Voice and outside the Post Office).
powerful experience.
Bruce Hendricks - Director

The Glengarry campus of The Scots
College is tucked away some 4 km
downstream from the Hampton Bridge
on Lake Yarrunga.
Each semester students are involved in a
variety of in-class and out-of-class
learning experiences that focus on

participation in churches, sporting teams,
volunteer efforts and, of course, restaurant and
pub patronage.
Students too are involved; this past year the
entire intake participated in a community
service day organized by long time Glengarry
staff member and KV resident, Ian Boyle.
Boys spent a day helping out at the Church of
the Good Shepherd painting their street side
fence, cleaned Privet and other noxious weeds
out of Kookaburra Creek behind the Primary
School and a week later help The Pioneer Farm
get ready for their Open House.
Each intake of boys has the opportunity to
strengthen their own family community by
being involved in a parent hike.
Parents join their sons for weekend bush-walk
in which the boys serve as guides, cooks and
navigators.
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The Mount Skanzi Monster Community Corner
undergrowth beneath the feet.
The final 200 metres threads through ancient
sandstone boulders and honeycomb rocks to the
summit where we were rewarded with a 360
degree panorama extending to Jervis bay in the
The Greek Gods were said to have dwelled in
the misty heights of Mt Olympus and of course south to the ranges above Upper River in the
Ayers Rock has become a compulsory icon for north with Kangaroo valley township in the
middle distance.
visitors to Australia.
Whilst Kangaroo Valley cannot boast any major A pause for refreshments and talk before
descending past the weathered 19th century
peaks or alpine challenges no
stone memorial plaque to the original Skanzi
one can ignore Mt Skanzi which can be seen
family after who the peak was named.
from most vantage points in the area.
Hence the walking groups excursion to the top Many famous mountains are associated with
fierce or mythical beasts, said to be lurking in
was of more than usual interest.
The way led up through cool forest ablaze with the sacred heights.
However there was nothing mythical about the
bright yellow fire weed and pleasant leafy
two metre goanna
we spied clinging
motionlessly to a
tree with his
enormous claws as
we stared at each
other over a safe
distance - and we
have photos to
prove he was not a
figment of our
collective
imagination.!
Thanks to John
Gerry for allowing
us access to this
quite special mini mountain.

Mountains are often endowed with
spiritual or cultural significance.
Think of Japan and images of Mount Fuji
spring to mind.

John and Pat
Spencer

Tallowa Dam signs
countering the unseemly
rush to push through the
proposal without proper
consultation
PETA SEATON, M.P.
MEMBER
FOR
SOUTHERN
HIGHLANDS
CAN I HELP YOU?
With any State issue including:
Schools, law and order, health, environment.
Contact my office on
Tel: 4861 3623 Fax: 4861 3546

Peta Seaton, MP
Member for Southern Highlands

Last month we announced a contest to
recognise the spontaneity and
effectiveness of the signs that had
sprung up to create an awareness and
provide a medium for people to express
their opinions (and in some cases let off
steam).

details so their prize of a $100 voucher each can
be handed over.

The list of suggestions
submitted by Ken Stewart

Welcome to the Village of the Damned
To Hell with High Water
The Valley Voice in co-operation with the Lake
Proceed with caution – Man made Tsunami
Yarrunga Task Force and the Jing Jo restaurant
under construction
offered a prize of a $200 banquet at the
Miracle worker required-preference
restaurant to be enjoyed by the winner.
given to Moses
In fact there is to be a joint award to
Site of proposed Lake-Front properties
“ Make Tallowa Shallowa” on Moss Vale
Welcome to Lake Perfidy (AKA Yarrunga)
Road near Sunkissed Cottage and for a list of
Caution - Bridge may not be here
suggestions created by Ken Stewart, whose idea
Beware – Platypus crossing
was that the signs be placed at 100 metre
Caution – Man-eating
intervals, on the approaches to the Village.
Rock Wallabies swim here
Not all agreed with the concept (see Gordon
Sydney Water & K.V. Sewage – A great mix
Douglas’s letter on page 4) and thought it
Watch my Kangaroo drown – sport
trivialised a serious matter and disfigured the
Wanted – 1 x Ark – 133m x 22m
landscape.
Bridge over doubled waters
We aimed to build on the grass roots start of the
Bridge over River Cry
campaign and in no way sought to demean the
Just more water under & over the Bridge
work of others.
Drown your sorrows – Not K.V.
But humour is a powerful tool in debate and
Ferry Master required – apply within
this community will need all its combined
Scuba Gear for hire – Enquire here!
power to keep the bureaucrats and politicians
Don’t gamble on a Royal Flush
up to the mark on their proposals.
Don’t deprive the De-Sal plant of our water
The winners should drop the Voice a note c/Kangaroo Valley Post Office giving contact
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Start training, gardening and baking;
the Friendly Show is back!
The Kangaroo
Valley
Agricultural and
Horticultural
Show will be held
on Friday the 17th
and Saturday the
18th of February
2006.
This show will be
particularly special
as it will be the 50th
year the show has
been held at its
current venue.
In commemoration of
this, we will be
having a grand parade
to show off the many
groups and
organisations which
make Kangaroo
Valley a wonderful
community, of which
we are all proud to be
a part.
We invite any
community groups or
eye out for membership information at
businesses who would like to organize a float or $12 for adults and $5 for children.
So save some money, avoid the gate queues and businesses around the Valley in the coming
join the parade to contact Dave Kent (44 651
support your local show society by keeping an weeks.
202) for further information.
See you at the Show!
Another new event to be held at the coming
show will put cow against horse in a battle of
lightning fast turns and sliding stops in the
western sport of cutting.
The cutting competition will provide a worthy
It’s Show time again.
prelude to the ever popular rodeo on the final
To all who came along and spent some time
evening of the show.
catching up with friends and sharing a laugh while
So at this point in the year we remind you to
serving food or making sandwiches etc.
start thinking about how you want to be
Please come again this year. (BRING A FRIEND).
involved in this years show.
If you missed out last Show Time,
Get your pavilion entries together, think about
jams, photos, needlework and produce. Warm
come along to our next show in February.
the vocal chords and choose your song for the
You won’t be sorry. Volunteering can be fun.
talent quest, train for the iron man competition
Come and lend a hand - PLEASE.
or maybe build up some courage and enter the
Call Nancy Perrine 4465-1480
bull ride!
Another important pre-show task is renewing
Please fill out and return to N. Perrine PO Box 6107
your Kangaroo Valley show membership. If
or phone 4465-1480
you haven’t been a member before you might
want to think about it.
I can help:
Signing up is easy and there are many benefits
February 17th, 2006
February 18th, 2006
of becoming a member of your local show
society.
Friday: 10 - 12 noon ( )
Saturday 10 - 12 noon ( )
These include unlimited access to the showFriday: 12 - 2 pm ( )
Saturday 12 - 2 pm ( )
grounds and pavilions for the duration of the
Friday: 2 - 4 pm ( )
Saturday 2 - 4 pm ( )
show as well as discounts on entry fees to many
Friday 17th: Make a slice or scones. ( )
of the competitions.
Saturday 18th: Make a slice or scones. ( )
Gate fees for adults are $6 on the Friday and
$10 on the Saturday (up a little on last year),
My name ………………………………. Contact phone …………………..
but memberships remain at the bargain price of

Go ahead make "OUR" day.
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Hannah Reid chosen as Lions Youth of the Year
in your view, are the real, young stars to whom
November 29 saw another very
we can look, as setting good examples for
successful night in the Lions Youth of
living?
the Year Quest.
Hannah thought we should look up, not to
This year our contestants were Jessica
celebrities, but to “normal” people, such as
Champion and Hannah Reid.
those who have successfully fought cancer, who
Before the dinner finish school at the highest level they can, or
both had been
who live up to their values.
interviewed by our In Jessica’s view, stars’ material gains often did
judges, Lee
not bring happiness; the real stars are our
Sharam, Peter
parents, some politicians, and above all our
Morgan and Julia peers.
Birmingham.
There have been many natural disasters around
Then, before a
the world this year.
large assembly of How much responsibility do we have, as
Lions and guests, Australians, to alleviate the plight of people
they had to answer suffering from these tragedies?
two impromptu
Hannah thought a duty of care arises if we
questions:
know of an issue and can do something about it;
The media
our response to the Tsunami disaster was a
constantly
Jessica and Hannah
great example of Australians discharging this
presents images of duty.
present a united front
stardom, but who, Jessica said we have a vital role in seeing that

More from Kangaroo Valley Lions
Swimming Pool
The pool season is now well under way
and, if the forecast of a long, hot
summer proves correct, we hope the
pool will get plenty of use.
It’s certainly not too late to save money
by buying season passes or, if you’re
only visiting Kangaroo Valley, cards
valid for 10 swims.
For any swimmers who have not yet met
them, our lifeguards are Claire Garrett,
Phillipa Maher, Joash Cohen and Sam
Fritz.
All but Claire are in their first season as
lifeguards, so please give them every support.
By way of reminder, during school term the
pool will close between 12 noon and 1 pm on

weekdays.
On weekends and during the school holiday it
will be open continuously from 7 am to 6 pm,
except for Christmas Day (closed) and public
holidays (open 9 am to 5 pm).
The pool is available for private parties between
6 and 9 pm, at a cost of $40 per hour.
A lifeguard will be on duty, but adult
supervision of children is required.
The Council does not allow any alcohol to be
consumed in the pool area.
For bookings or further information, contact the
lifeguards at the pool (4465 1863).
As notified below, we are offering Learn to
Swim lessons in January.
Membership
We have been very happy to welcome 3 new
members in the past few weeks:
Lance Brown, Lyn Mylius and Paul Obern.
Lance has joined our Pool Committee and we
hope that those members of our community
who do not yet know Lyn and Paul will meet
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Leonine News
people who suffer from natural disasters have a
fraction of what we have; Australians must be
seen as people who help others in need.
Then both contestants gave a 5 minute prepared
speech.
Jessica spoke about “Family”, with emphasis on
unconditional love (“Happiness comes from
seeing the imperfect perfectly”) and laughter; a
strong family gives an essential basis for life.
Hannah’s topic was “Fairy tales – a modern
girl’s dilemma”.
Fairy tales give rise to unrealistic expectations,
and avoid recognition of one’s true self.
There is value in difference. “You can’t sleep
through life waiting for Prince Charming to
wake you up”.
The judges had to make a difficult decision, but
declared Hannah the winner, and she will now
progress to the Regional Finals.
Congratulations to both contestants were
enthusiastically endorsed by all present.
Tony Barnett
them, engaged in some Lions activity, in the
near future.
Christmas Cakes
Lions Christmas cakes are still available and, at
$9 for a 1kg cake, represent excellent value.
They may be bought at Kangaroo Valley Post
Office, Homelea Cottage and Café Alfesco or,
if they have sold out, from Bruce Preston (4465
1331).
Christmas Raffle

As usual, Lions are selling raffle tickets for
the contents of a huge “stocking” – value
more than $250.
This year the “contents” will include a
ladies’ bicycle, reconditioned by Slim (Mr
Bicycle) Ward.
Tickets are now on sale for only $1 each at
Kangaroo Valley News-agency.
The winner will be drawn on Christmas
Eve at the Friendly Inn.
Tony Barnett

Kangaroo Valley Swimming Pool
Kangaroo Valley Lions Club is offering a Learn to Swim Program at the
pool from Monday 9 to Friday 13 January and from Monday 16 to
Thursday 19 January 2006. All instructors are Austwim qualified.
The program will cater for children of all competencies.
The cost will be $40 for the first child, with a discount for any siblings.
Enrolment forms have been distributed with The Kangaroo. Anyone
interested who has not received a form, or who requires further
information, should contact Lorraine Mairinger, Pool Manager, on 4465
1031 or Max Vucic, at Kangaroo Valley Public School, on 4465 1182.
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Blue Skies and green pastures
This month I am fortunate to have as
guests, Kookie and Keith Engelsman,
who have made the Valley their home
these past 29 years.
Kookie was born in Brazil, and grew up in
England.
She came to Australia to be with her dashing
young naval officer in the early 70's. Keith was
stationed at HMAS ALBATROSS and they
were both keen to establish their home on
acreage in that general area.
There was quite a lot of vacant land but few
services and good roads.
However the South Coast was on the move and
they wisely calculated that Nowra would
become a sprawling commercial and residential
area.
In those days Kangaroo Valley was a
secluded village, a picturesque backwater,
with the farming community
dominating the population.
Today there has not been a huge increase in
residents, but the 'mix' is more diverse.
Kookie tells a charming story of the Bakery, the
only place, in the 70's where it was possible to
buy a hamburger.
The ladies behind the counter were not familiar
with the production line type of service so
common in today's Take-aways.
When asked for two hamburgers, the hungry
purchaser was politely advised: 'No
hamburgers...only beef burgers'.
Having settled that, the two pieces of meat were
carefully removed from the freezer and cooked
on the hot plate, while the salad was
meticulously chopped and made ready for
between the buns. While waiting for this
process to be completed the increasingly
famished customer was often joined by others,
and the whole routine would start again.
No pre-planning on the expectation of multiple
customers seems to have been contemplated.
The burgers were delicious and the eatery
monopoly assured the owners of continued
patronage, despite the slow service!
The Friendly Inn was the centre for gatherings
and the bar a good place to enjoy a chat over a
quiet ale or two.
The pace of life quickened when the Highway
was extended to Mittagong and Bowral and
tourism claimed an important share of the
economy.
The sleepy Valley never looked back and has
been welcoming holiday makers and
developing amenities enthusiastically these last
three decades.
Keith and Kookie formed many friendships in
those early years and when their children Guy
and Tanya were born, increased their interests
in Community affairs.
The Pony Club was formed and wonderful
gymkhanas held in the Valley.
The tracks through the beautiful landscape
provided the adults and the children with riding
activities every weekend and close bonds were
formed with nature and each other.
Some have moved away, others remained to
introduce their children and grandchildren to

the nostalgic delights of those times and be
grateful that here
in the Valley such
simple leisure
activities can still
be enjoyed.
While Keith and
Kookie were in
England on a tour
of duty, the Dam
was built and they
returned to
bitumen roads and
the loss of some of
the loggers' access
tracks to various
parts of the
bushland.
The waters of the
dam had
swallowed them
up. Some firetracks remain, to
assist with proper management of the
environment and the 'controlled burning' so
necessary to minimise the real possibility of
summer conflagration in our volatile bushland
and help the regeneration of native vegetation.
As a Commander in the Fleet Air Arm, Keith
has served with distinction, since he joined the
Navy as a boy of 17.
He is an Aviator of experience and skill, and
ranks in the top echelon of Test Pilots in
Australia, having flown 180 different types of
aircraft.
As a consultant he is highly valued and sought
after.
The honour of being appointed an Associate
Fellow of the Experimental Test Pilots ---a
world wide organization--is in recognition of
his career achievements and outstanding ability.
He has travelled widely, but managed to resist
the opportunities to relocate away from the
peaceful Valley.
Kookie was happy to maintain the property
during his absences and became very involved
in the Sport of Combined Driving, or Carriage
Driving.
This requires much skill and patience and a
complete understanding between horses and
driver.
Many residents of the village will remember
'Slippers' in full harness at Xmas time, and the
sad day his carriage stood vacant.
Two stars have taken his place and bedecked
themselves with winners' ribbons to the delight
of their owners.
Jester and Timmy are the Australian
Tandem Champions and the NSW Pairs
Champions.
Beautiful, sleek and good natured, they are a
credit to their trainer's dedication and love.
Keith and Kookie travel all over the country
attending Carraige Driving Meetings and never
tire of the thrill of the race and the company of
their enthusiastic competitors.
Keith is the Navigator and sits in the back so he
can time keep and pass refreshments to the very
much in control charioteer.
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Kangaroo Tales
by Joan Bray

The three day event can be quite exhausting for
humans and horses but so satisfying to receive
those ribbons and the acclaim.
The first day is Dressage, the second, a 22 km
cross county marathon, with obstacles and the
third day features the precision driving of the
timed Cone Race.
It is certainly a character building sport and
requires an abundance of grit and determination
besides firm hands on the reins.
Kookie and Keith have been stalwart
workers for the Community, strongly
supporting Lions, the Fire Brigade and
Ambulance and the local School.
Their son Guy is in the Navy and Tanya
completing her Teaching Degree.
They are also blessed with a resident ghost,
though Keith will have none of it!
Kookie is sympathetic to the spirit's need for
the comfort of a happy home and has done
nothing to discourage his presence.
Actually there were two of them, but the
stockman with the checked shirt who used to sit
on the front gate post, has moved on, leaving
the Cornish fisherman in his well weathered
oilskins and jaunty cap to maintain vigil over
the Engelsman household.
A pleasant fellow he appears to be.
The dogs quietly acknowledge his occasional
presence with a wag of the tail. the family nod
respectfully and friends and guests have varied
reactions.
Some are unfazed, others depart hastily and
usually speechless from the house and the
ghost's blurry features shown no emotion.
There is no sound, no movement, just an
appearance and a disappearance.
The spirit is more than likely an import rather
than a local, and may have arrived with the
family's household belongings.
Should Keith and Kookie decide to move it will
be interesting to see whether their devoted
ghost accompanies them, or stays forever in the
dreamtime hills that enfold the Valley.
Thank you Keith and Kookie, may you enjoy
your retirement.
Joan Bray
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Ninety years young
Nell Sharman, the much loved matriarch
of the Sharman Family is Ninety.
She was honoured by her family at a
party at the Culburra Bowling Club.
Nell was born at Upper River, Helen Mary
Isabelle Scott, the only daughter of Mr and Mrs

Kangaroo
Valley
Garden
Group
On Monday November 7, the Garden group
visited Wariapendi Native Nursery at Colo
Vale.
A conducted tour was lead by the owner, Judy
Walker, showing us the “behind the scenes”
operations of the business.
These included walks through propagation
sheds where seeds are planted and cuttings

J.A.Scott, and until three years
ago had resided in the Valley,
where she was an active
participant in activities here,
especially the Bowling Club.
She married John Sharman and
their family are Lorna, Keith
Aileen, Yvonne and Harold.
She has 17 grandchildren, 30
great grandchildren and one
great great great grandchild.
Well done, Nell you are an
inspiration.
Happy Birthday and may you
have many more.

Photograph right.
At rear l to r: Aileen,Keith
and Lorna
Front Yvonne and Nell
struck, and then, moved on through various
stages of growth in hot houses until they are
placed into “hardening off” shade houses before
being placed into the “big yard” for delivery.
We saw some intriguing machinery that takes
the “hard yakka” out of potting.
What a production line there was with trailers
laden with trays of hundreds of cutting or
seedlings ready to be taken to the hothouses.
Of particular interest was the air pruning

technique that reduces the loss of plants at the
later stage of their development (drop dead
natives).
The nursery is primarily set up for large
wholesale sales to farmers, land care etc. We
shopped enthusiastically from the retail section
and after stacking/packing our “buys” enjoyed a
delicious morning tea out of the back of Alan’s
Ute!
Heather & Kevin Powell
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Well done
Kangaroo
Valley!
In November I was able to give to
Registered Midwife, Jeanette Passmore
of the Shoalhaven Hospital, 23 caps, 9
pairs booties, 5 pairs mittens (some only
1 inch long), 22 Vee-necked cardigans
all for premature babies and 62 Burial
Gowns for the still born babies.
These gowns were made in 4 sizes, the
smallest being 6 inches in length.
The simple white gowns with lace ribbon and
butterfly motifs were lovingly made, even
though we wished that they were not necessary.
The magnificent eight who did such amazing
work wish to remain anonymous.
I just had to ask for their help and there it was.
A wonderful effort in such a short time.
Thank you,
Heather Kelly

Country Womens
Association
Kangaroo Valley Branch
The new President, Pauline Miller
chaired her first CWA meeting in
November and organising the members
for the 2005 Christmas Party to be held
6 December.
Members please note 10.00 am meeting
then prepare for guests and the Party
which is 12 for 12.30.
NO MEETING IN JANUARY
The President has organised some interesting
speakers for 2006.
Visitors are most welcome to come to the craft
session and to hear the speakers:
7 February will be Carole McCullum who
speak on antiques -Members
and Visitors will be able to ask Carole’s
opinion on one item.
7 March - Derek Lucas will have Members and
Visitors laughing in the
isles in his usual style
4 April Members and Visitors will hear Barbara
Volk speak on haemophilia
Please remember
7 February at 10 am to 12 Craft
12 noon Guest Speaker
12.30 Combined Luncheon
1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting
This will be the format for 2006.
Heather Kelly
Publicity Officer

For Valley Voice advertising
Please call

44 651 756

Registered Midwife Jeanette Passmore with some of the items.

A.P.Sparke & Broad
(Established 1897)

Solicitors & Attorneys
OBJECTIVE, INDEPENDENT
ADVICE FOR ALL YOUR
LEGAL MATTERS
Contact: Philip Broad
31 Moss Street, NOWRA, NSW 2541
Telephone: (02) 4421 7688
Incorporating the practices of
Alan C. Peters. Phelps & Brown and LFJ Norman

Page 13

December 2005

Kangaroo Valley Voice

Page 14

THE WHOLE FOOD
STORE
IS NOW OPEN
TILL 8.00 PM
ON FRIDAY NIGHTS
PURCHASE ALL YOUR WEEKEND
ORGANIC SUPPLIES INCLUDING
MEAT, FRESH FRUIT AND
VEGETABLES, BREAD
AND DAIRY PRODUCTS.
CAFÉ WILL BE OPEN FOR COFFEE.
WHY NOT EMAIL YOUR ORDER
THROUGH READY FOR PICKUP
ON FRIDAY NIGHT.
ABOUT US
The proprietors of THE WHOLE FOOD STORE are John and Anna Jeffery, former
residents of Kangaroo Valley. We started delivering organic fruit and vegetables
from our verandah in K.V seven years ago and we have expanded into our new
location in The Old Milk Factory, Station Street, Bowral.
OUR CONTACT DETAILS ARE: ph 4861 1322, fax 4861 2144
Email:spo@people.net.au
Address:

THE OLD MILK FACTORY
STATION STREET
BOWRAL, 150M PAST BOWRAL STATION
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Roz Novich --My Mum
My Mum, was a Great Mum.
She was the Best.
She made me.
She shaped me.
I can’t begin to tell you how her passing makes
me feel or how much she means to me.
I can however tell you that you all meant so
much to her.
I remember my parent’s first exploratory visits
to Kangaroo Valley and their excitement when
they bought their house.
To Tish and me living in the City, it seemed a
very distant place geographically and in our
imaginations.
On our first visit to their new “week-ender”, I
knew the week-ender status was doomed even
before the first week-end.
From the early days, Tish and I would hear
endless tales of the Valley.
It was not just about its beauty, as you would
expect, but about the people within it.
For Mum and Dad it was Friday night at the

Bowling Club for a couple of drinks and a
Chinese.
This proved to be the launching point from
which Mum rocketed onto the Kangaroo Valley
social scene.
A veritable ballistic missile of vibrancy and
fun.
Making friends was never a problem for my
Mum.
She was quick to work people out and to bring
out their best.
No matter what their position on any imaginary
status ladder and no matter what other people
may think of them, Mum liked all people.
It was impossible to feel uncomfortable with
her and rest assured, with Mum there were
never any awkward silences.
Mum was very approachable and offered a
friendly ear to whoever wanted it, often
volunteering advice if it was sought or minding
her own business if it were not.
She believed that there was never a problem
that could not be sorted out for the better.
She listened, she understood, she cared.
On the night Mum died, she was doing exactly
what she loved most.
She was having fun with friends, but just as
importantly, she was meeting new friends and
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infecting them with what I like to think of as
the ”Roz Factor” .
On the night she died, she even sold the very
Jewellery she was wearing.
It was not for any monetary gain.
Somebody loved the way it looked and thought
it would bring a lot of pleasure to somebody
else.
She tried to take every opportunity that came by
to help friends, family, anybody.
A trouble or a problem to Mum was a stepping
stone to future happiness and success.
She had a great love for life.
She also had a great love for hairstyles.
You never knew what new look she would
invent next.
Her personality and being was in everything she
touched.
If Mum had been there…..you knew it.
To everybody in The Valley, for the ribbons,
the flowers, the hugs, the words and particularly
the look in your eyes, I am truly thankful.
Knowing how you felt about my Mum has
given me immense comfort and strength.
I am so happy and proud to be her son and I am
so happy and proud to live in this Community.
Thank You
Guy Novich

Tasting Visits for small and large parties.
It is best to 'phone and make arrangements prior
to driving to Scotts Rd. Upper River.
Joan Bray
a little could be spared for this occasion.....and I Telephone 44651165
In France, after the grape picking
have
to
report,
it
is
all
good
news!
season, there are many social gatherings
Thanks for answering the Cooee
Maybe there will be a Gold Medal at the Wine
to celebrate nature's bounty, and
Festival in 2006, to add to the Silver medals
A
grateful
thank-you to the men and women
presumeably more celebrations when
awarded to YARRAWA ESTATE this year.
who expressed interest in helping out at the
that year's vintage is first tasted.
A daytime 'Tasting', for other pickers and those Pioneer Park.
Tradition is worth following in this regard and planning to join the enthusiastic group for next
Three new volunteers will certainly take some
so the Fosters of YARRAWA ESTATE, held an year's venture, is planned for early in the New
of the pressure off the Holiday roster
informal barbeque for some of the folk who
Year.
arrangements.
participated in the picking of the 2005 crop.
Still plenty of the 2003 and 2004 very
Elaine Apperley is hoping to obtain the services
Guests sampled the results of six hours of fun
delectable Chambourcins to invest in for your
of three more people for this period, even a half
filled labour in the fields, some imagining,
cellars or just enjoy over the festive season.
day would be great.
while they sipped, that it was really their special The gift of a bottle of the locally grown wine,
If you have the time and would like to help this
contribution to the successful harvest that had
especially for Xmas, is such an easy and clever wonderful Tourist attraction in our Village,
been transformed into the rich red wine in their idea, and sure to please.
please 'phone Elaine Apperley ...44652026....
glasses.
Mark and Sue are delighted to host Wine
Thank you.
The vintage is still maturing in oaken casks, but
Joan Bray

Valley vineyard values tradition

The Drain Brain
Paul Marcus
Lic’d. Plumber- Drainer– Gasfitter L 2744

The Marcus family would like to thank all our loyal
clients for their support over the past year & wish you all
the best for Christmas & may you have a
Happy, Healthy & Prosperous 2006
4465 1496

Paul, Jenni, Lane, Wade, Bonnie & Cody
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MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
This month’s market – There has been a huge improvement in enquiry rate, with extremely busy weekends over the past
month. The higher end of the market is the most active over the Berry / Kangaroo Valley area – with smart houses on good
blocks attracting very good prices, and still enjoying capital gain. On the other hand, there continues to be a large number of
buyers intent on finding a bargain and taking advantage of the buyer’s market – directed mostly toward the middle market
($500- $700’s) and most sales within this range have been as a result of owners making a decision to meet the market, albeit a
bit less than they had hoped for. Over the past month houses on small acreage have been attracting offers in the mid to high
$600’s, and a small vacant acreage in the high $600’s. A house on 50 acres with creek frontage has also attracted offers of
over $1m. We are hopeful that the trend of increased enquiry will flow on to village properties and small vacant acreage over
the Christmas period.

Lindy Ross & Associates Lindy Ross & Associates – Kangaroo Valley Real Estate - is an independent boutique style agency that has dominated
the Kangaroo valley real estate market since first opening as Elders Kangaroo Valley over 16 years ago.
Lindy and her team have vast knowledge of the area, both in terms of real estate and the local community.
With
Lindy’s wealth of experience behind them, the team offer a level of personal and professional service that sets them
apart from other agents. They are dedicated to maintaining this “point of difference” between agents, and further
building on the trust and confidence gained over the years with their clients. Lindy’s ability to offer detailed marketing
strategies - whether auction, set date sales or private treaty listings - ensures successful outcomes by achieving the
highest possible yield for her clients. This has resulted in the successful sale of more real estate in Kangaroo Valley
than any other agent.
As a member of The Real Estate Institute of NSW, we have chosen to be bound by the Institute’s Code of Ethics, which has
been formulated to retain the highest integrity within the industry.

Our enthusiastic team comprises
Lindy Ross – Principal – Commenced with Elders Real Estate when they first opened in 1989, later becoming
a director of the Berry Real Estate and Properties group of offices, and then branching out as a sole trader in
late 2003. Her local knowledge far surpasses any other agent, as do her results in sales – including the
achievement of No 1 Rural Salesperson in Australia. Through this vast experience, she knows what marketing
strategies work, and always strives for results which exceed her client’s expectations.

Penni Wildi – Sales Consultant – Has completed formal training with McGrath Total Real Estate Training and
is currently completing Certificate IV in Property. Penni’s enthusiasm and approachable manner has made her a
natural to the real estate industry. Her career background has always focussed on people and excellent service,
two very important factors in the industry. Upper most in her mind is providing a service to her clients that is
second to none.
Pat Powell – Sales Administrator – An essential part in ensuring that the wheels run smoothly – Prepares
advertising for client approval as well as liaising with solicitors, conveyancers and the various authorities to iron
out any bumps during the sales process. A Kangaroo Valley resident for ten years and has trodden the same path
as many of our clients – Bought a block of land, (from Elders Kangaroo Valley!), then built a home and
gradually moved work and family from Sydney to the Valley, so he understands both Sydney and local concerns.

Melanie Bowdern – Rental Property Assistant The smiling face at the counter as you enter our office!
Melanie has always loved Kangaroo Valley and she recently moved here, after holidaying in Kangaroo Valley
most of her life, therefore; she has good local knowledge. As well as manning the front desk and office tasks,
Melanie is currently completing her Certificate III in Property. She is keen to learn and face the challenges of
managing rental properties, holiday and permanent.

… selling more property in Kangaroo Valley than any other agent!
www.kvre.com.au

165 Main Road

Ph 44651404
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Human interest
stories, news and
happenings from our
Kangaroo Valley
churches
Compiled by
Linda Chittick

“Cross Roads” Primary Girls group
meets at the Anglican Church Hall on

News from the Uniting Church

Monday afternoons.
Some reminiscences of their recent sleepover.

Summary of Christmas Services from the locals

The Moderator of the Uniting Church in
New South Wales visited Berry on
Kangaroo Valley Anglican,
Thursday, 24th November, to
Church of the Good Shepherd
Commission as Lay Minister of the
Gingerbread House Night
Congregation, Mr John Brentnall.
The Centres of Kangaroo Valley and Berry 2nd December, starting at 7 pm,
form one Congregation within the Uniting Details Elly Castle 44651585
Church.
A full Church of 120 people attended the
Service and the Commissioning and the
Congregation catered for a meal for
approximately 100 persons prior to the Service.
One of the outreach initiatives of the
Congregation has been the establishment of a
“Mens’ Shed”, and the visit of the Moderator
was an opportunity to dedicate this project.
On Wednesday 23rd, the Federal Minister for
Veteran Affairs, De-Anne Kelly, in company
with local Federal Member, Jo Gash, inspected
the Shed, and announced a grant of $31,830 to
the Shed.
From a total membership of more than 40
persons, the Shed attracts approx. 15 workers
on each of the two days a week that it is open.
Included in the Membership are four Women
who are keen woodworkers, so the shed is open
to all who wish to join.
25 Community projects have been listed to
date, and of these 8 remain to be completed.

“I got stung by a bee. It hurt me.
It stung me too, because I wasn’t wearing a
shoe.
Elise brought a slice, it was very nice.
The video wouldn’t work, then it started with a
jerk
The sound was loud, so into our beds we
ploughed
We laughed and giggled until someone almost
…. Choked
We woke in the morning to the sound of
yawning
We played “sausage” and “taboo”
Then it was time to go home, boohoo!”
Left to right Rebekah Radic, Niamh Macdonald,
Jennie Williams,
Kari Mather, Maisie Cohen, Lauren O’Conner
Front: Elise Selby
Absent, Kathleen Bernie and Mikaela Smith

KV Public
SRE Christmas Assembly in COGS Hall
Thursday 15th December, 11.45 am
All Welcome
Carols
In the Grounds of the Church of the Good
Shepherd. (in the COGS Hall if wet)
December 18th
BBQ from 6 pm,
Carols from 7 pm onwards.
BYO rugs, chairs, torchlight or candles.
Refreshments and.Glowstix available,
Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Family Special 5.30 pm
Carols & Readings 11 pm
Christmas Day
Holy Communion 8.30 am

The Uniting Church
On Christmas Day, will be at
8 am in the Valley
and at 10 am in Berry.
Berry will also present a
Service of Lessons and Carols
on Sunday 18th December
and the Carols in the Park
will be held on Christmas Eve at 7 pm.

St Josephs Church
Christmas Eve – Vigil
(Sat) December 24
Kangaroo Valley: 9 p.m.
(There will be no Mass on Christmas Day in the
Valley – just the Vigil
on Saturday evening)
MASS time –table
during the Holiday Season
(Christmas Eve until
29 January 2006 inclusive).
Sunday Masses

New Year Day (and the rest of January)
9.00 am only.

Kangaroo Valley 11.00 a.m.

We would like to acknowledge the generous support of our advertisers again during 2005.
Without them the Valley Voice would not be possible.
We would also like to thank those who made a donation to the Voice
and those who chose to pay the subscription.
Thank you all
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Thank you to the dedicated parents who
attended the meeting and who have taken on
these positions.
Without a committee a community pre school
cannot exist.
A big thank you to our retiring committee
members Jacob Adams and Courtenay Russell
for all their hard work over the last twelve
We are coming to the end of a busy year months.
2006 Enrolments are now being taken. Please
at pre school.
come into pre school and let us know which
We will have our end of year celebration
days you want for next year. At this time we
and mini concert on Tuesday 13th
have vacancies for each weekday.
December at the pre school.
Term four 2005 – We have no vacant places
Bring a plate to share for a party morning tea
on Thursdays at this time, so we are unable to
after the presentation.
offer casual days on Thursdays until 2006.
th
The pre school AGM was held on Tuesday 15
Thank You to Eraring Energy for their donation
November and the new committee is
to the pre school.
President:
Scott Styles.
The donations has gone towards the purchase of
Vice President:
Jo Stirling
a new fridge.
Secretary:
Kate Mathers
The school holidays will be busy at pre school
Treasurer:
Kate Britton
Fund raising Co-ordinator: Eileen Rebbeck. as our renovations continue.
The school academic results in the state Basic
Skills tests were higher than the state averages.
The school’s results were higher than state
(Continued from page 6)
averages in the University of N.S.W. Academic
Junior Games at Homebush in a variety of
Competitions in all subject areas.
modified athletics field events
English Competition resulted in 6 Participation
Two children entered the State Tennis
and 4 Credit Certificates. Mathematics
competition in Wollongong. One student
qualified in the State Tennis Championships in Competition achieved 2 Distinctions, 2 Credits
and 8 Participation Certificates.
Inverell and won an invitation tennis
The Science Competition impressed with 2
competition in New Caledonia.
Distinctions and 2 Participation Certificates.
School Sports Award – Regional Blues:
Writing Competition resulted in 1 High
Recognition is given to Harrison Reid who
Distinction and 1 Distinction, 2 Credits and 3
received a Regional Sports Blue for his
achievement as State High Jump Champion in Participation Certificates.
The Computer Competition produced 1
2004 and reaching the finials this year shortly
Distinction, 2 Credit and 2 Participation and 4
after recovering from a serious leg injury.
Harrison was also a representative in swimming Achievement Certificates.
Continued emphasis on environmental
and cross-country.

K. V. Public School

PROPERTY
OF THE MONTH
The ticket to Canada
is already booked!
Yes, the owner of this stylish village home has booked
his ticket to start his new life in Canada. Featuring
striking architectural lines and attention to detail which
create a modern framework this sophisticated property
also reveals calming “zen” accents. The selected use
of timber throughout adds warmth and character, and
the spacious kitchen and living areas maximize natural
light. French doors beckon you to relax on the north
facing verandah with lovely views over the valley
below. The larger than usual double garage is fully
lined and painted internally. Book an inspection to
fully appreciate the thoughtful design and meticulous
detailing in this home by ringing Lindy Ross or Penni
Wildi on 44651404. – Or see more photos on our
website – www.kvre.com.au.

165 Main Rd
Kangaroo Valley
Ph 44651404
www.kvre.com.au

Page 18

Photo is of Peter Oakes Manager Southern
Hydro's Eraring Energy presenting the
donation to Scott Styles President Kangaroo
Valley Preschool
We will begin 2006 with a new kitchen and
office space and a fresh coat of paint!
Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and
New Year from Kangaroo Valley Pre School!
education, a feature of students’ learning at
Kangaroo Valley, has continued to be an
emphasis with the new shade house fully
operational and the introduction of composting
and improved recycling.
40 plants were planted during ‘National Tree
Day’ and whole school participation in ‘Clean
Up’ Australia Day’.
A grant has been received from a local firm
Eraring Energy to construct a two stage
compost bin and new planting assisted greatly.
K.V.P.S’s commitment to providing computer
learning opportunities is demonstrated through
improved networking and a dedicated software
policy.
The Audio-Visual Room has been transformed
into a computer centre with a new server, and
computer tables constructed by Allen Harvey
and computer set up and maintained with the
expertise of Lazy Fish Computers.
K.V.P.S was lucky to have the Donooch
Dancers accompany Bomaderry High School
Aboriginal Dance Group visit the school during
N.A.I.D.O.C. Week.
The commitment to a multicultural perspective
for students at K.V.P.S. can be realised by
strong involvement in the Multicultural Public
Speaking Competition, C.W.A. ‘Vietnam’
projects and visits by a Japanese exchange
student. The Cringila Public School Culture
Exchange took place this year at the school
camp at Killalea.
2005 recognised the value of the Year 6
Leadership Program giving opportunities for all
senior students to experience leadership roles.
All Year 6 students were trained by executive
staff from North Nowra Public School and
attended a Leadership Course at the
Environmental Education Centre in
Shellharbour.
The school’s S.R.C. worked to support a World
Vision child and has initiated many
improvements to the school.
Yet another successful year closes with the
Year 6 Dinner and our Annual Presentation
Assembly held on Wednesday, 14th November
in the Kangaroo Valley Hall.
Mark McCarthy – Principal
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Kangaroo Valley is
about helping others
Thank you from Emily Cottage
We want to thank all those generous
Kangaroo Valley people who supported
the SECET fund raising day at Emily
Cottage to the tune of $5000.
We are particularly grateful to Margaret
and Laurie Barton in the planning,
preparation and clean up of the day, Mary
and Bruce Preston who produced freshly
cooked scones all day long and to all those
other tireless helpers who made the day
such a success.
Who else can we thank except our great God
for such a wonderful day.
We had around 300 visitors on the day.
Road congestion was eased considerably by the
generosity of John and Louise Keats, who
allowed us to use their adjacent paddock for
parking.
Thanks also to Dave Macleod, the Melross
manger,.
It was wonderful to see so many people
enjoying our garden on such a beautiful day.
Some sat around enjoying their freshly backed
scones, topped with jam and cream and taking
the ambience of the garden and 360o
escarpment views.
The furthest travelled visitors were from

Kalgoorlie who had heard a radio add while
passing through.
They said they had never seen anything like it
in their lives.
They were amazed not only at the scenery and
garden but also the community spirit with so
many dedicated people working to support a
worthy community cause.
It was an enjoyable and successful day that will

greatly assist in the helping the students of our
local high schools to discover the love of Jesus
and how to apply it in our lives for the benefits
of others.
Thanks once again for helping to make the day
such a success.
Ron and Elaine Bower
Photograph shows Bruce and Mary Preston in
the great scone race
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4P’s night a great success
The revival of Writers in the Valley (after a
recess that was far too long) occurred at
Café Bella on Sunday December 4, with an
attendance of 36 people interested in the
offering of Poetry, Pizza, Pasta and Pholk
(the old Icelandic spelling) and an eclectic
variety of talent on display.
Performance Poet “Arch” Bishop from
Kurrajong was the headline act, with support
renditions of original and other material by
Derek Lucas, Frank Mitchell, Lance Green,
Milton and Master of Ceremonies Carl Leddy.
But the real stars were the audience, who threw
themselves wholeheartedly into the Limerick
writing competition.
The winners
received an
excellent prize from Bella for their effort,
which was by public acclamation the
clear favourite.
The 4P’s nights are scheduled for the
second Sunday of each month with
January 8, the next performance date.
Dinner (Pasta or Pizza for $15) is
available from 6-30 pm, with the
entertainment beginning at 7-30 pm.
If you are a poet, a storyteller, musician
or singer, a single or a group you are
welcome to join in.
For reservations call 44 651 660; to join
the talent, please ring 44 651 621.

at café bella
sunday 8th January
starting at 6.30 p.m.
$15.00 a ticket which
includes a choice of
pizza or pasta
poetry reading starts
at 7.30 p.m.
bookings on 44 651 660
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Shades of the Melbourne Impression Exhibition 1889
Visitors to Kangaroo Valley in
December and January will have a
unique opportunity to see an exhibition
of paintings by the Breakaways Group,
which will present a selection of 9 by 5
paintings created as part of the plein air
sessions, which were the finale of a
challenging and interesting year’s work.
The exhibition is to be presented at Café
Bella from December 15 to January 29.
The first such exhibition in the world was
staged in Melbourne in 1889, when many
famous artists, including members of The
Heidelberg School, shocked the art world with
their novel and exciting exhibition of artwork
that were painted on cigar box lids, (measuring
9 inches by 5 inches).
Frederic McCubbin, Arthur Streeton, Tom
Roberts and British painter Charles Condor,
were among the artists to present their work in
the ground breaking and highly successful
exhibition.
Melbourne, in 1888, was at the high point of an
extraordinary land boom, the culmination of
development and speculation since the gold
rushes of the 1850s.
As an indication of its aspirations and a
demonstration of its achievements, Melbourne
mounted two massive international exhibitions
in the 1880s, the first in 1880-1881 and the
second, the Centennial International Exhibition,
in 1888-1889.
These and countless other immigrant and
itinerant artists added their personal and
national styles to the melting pot that was
Melbourne at that time.
But the greatest showcases and markets for
overseas art were the fine arts courts at the
international exhibitions of 1880-1881 and
1888-1889.
The production of plein air and other sketches
became a pre-occupation with the “group of
like minded artists, of the Heidelberg School”,
as their planning for the 9 by 5, Impression
Exhibition got under way.
This most famous of Australian art exhibitions
opened on August 17, 1889, in the first floor
gallery of a Melbourne landmark, the mansardroofed Buxton's Rooms, in Swanston Street.
The Heidelberg School was a movement, active
in the late 1880s based in Heidelberg, an area
on the outskirts of Melbourne.
It was founded by a group of artists, including
Frederick McCubbin, Tom Roberts and Arthur
Streeton.
These painters were intent on presenting a
direct response to the landscape and celebrating
the Australian pioneering spirit in their art.
The ‘9 x 5 exhibition’ of 1889 showcased the
work of these artists.
It comprised quick ‘on the spot’ impressions
painted on cigar box lids of the area around
Heidelberg and caused a public furore.
These works seemed unfinished compared to
the large, grand landscapes and narrative
paintings popular at the time.
Subsequently, the Heidelberg artists did paint
large landscapes but in an impressionistic style

Morning River Mist a 9x5 painting, oil on board by Larraine Hahlos
and out of doors.
Dramatically posed figures were, however,
often added in the studio.
The prevailing analytical and almost scientific
approach to landscape was thoroughly rejected
by the artists of the Heidelberg School.
They favoured the more impressionistic style
typified by the work of Swiss artist Louis
Buvelot.
A prominent figure in Melbourne from the
1860s to the 1880s, Buvelot’s style was
considered quite revolutionary at the time
because of its freedom of expression and use of
broad brush strokes.
As a teacher he encouraged his students to
capture the changing nature of the landscape by
painting it at different times throughout the
day.
Frederick McCubbin’s iconic paintings of
romanticised rural and pioneer life are as
popular today as they were with audiences in
the 1900s.
Generally, he painted a softer and more lyrical
view of the landscape than his contemporaries,

often including women as major figures.
The mythology of the Australian way of life,
one bound to the notion of the pioneer,
prospector and pastoralist, found a heroic
expression in the large landscapes of artists
such as McCubbin, Tom Roberts and Arthur
Streeton.
McCubbin's painting Down on his luck is a
typical example of the group's fascination with
this romanticised idea of life in the Australian
bush.
An interesting reverse parallel of Melbourne
1889 and Kangaroo Valley 2005, is that
Barbara Hilder, the tutor of the Breakaways
Group has been encouraging her students, in the
past, to tackle bigger and bigger canvasses, so
as to “free up painting techniques’ and “take
some chances in expression and composition”
during their lessons.
Now by encouraging the artist’s diverse styles
and preferences into smaller works, prepared
plein air, she has effectively directed the skills
learned on the broad scale into a demanding and
satisfying form of art.

SEVEN WOMEN, SEVEN HARPS!
announcing a concert by the

Kioloa Harp Ensemble
featuring Australia's top harpist,

Alice Giles
7.30 pm Tuesday January 31 2006
Kangaroo Valley Hall
tickets: $20, $10 (concession)
from Kangaroo Valley Newsagency
music by Bach, Ross Edwards, Lecuona, Salzedo,
Martin Wesley-Smith and others

inquiries: 4465 1299

December 2005

Kangaroo Valley Voice

Page 22

The Valley moves in artistic ways
For the second time this year, successful
Australian Rock band, Youth Group
have come to Kangaroo Valley to find
peace, quiet and inspiration to write new
songs.
This month their focus is on a collection to
be featured in their next album to be
released in 2006.
We welcome them back and hope their
collective creative efforts will result in a
continuation of their success and expand their
popularity.
Youth Group played their last two shows for
the year when they returned home in October
from an extensive overseas touring schedule.
They played both Sydney and Melbourne
before gearing up for Big Day Out 2006 and
following that to join Cold Play as special
guests on their Australian tour in June.
Since blitzing the UK and US once already this

year, Youth Group headed back in August for
another round.
As well as playing Reading and Leeds festivals
in the UK, they also played a handful of their
own gigs and then headed to New York for the
annual CMJ music conference.

From here they joined up with “indie
favourites” Death Cab For Cutie for a giant
US run and are now currently wrapping up their
own tour of the US in support of their current
album ‘Skeleton Jar’ which was released to
glowing reviews on Epitaph.
Whilst they were abroad - their UK limited
edition e.p. ‘Someone Else’s Dream’ was
named Single of the Week in The
Independent, given 8 out of 10 in the
fashionable Vice Magazine and the track was
being played by the influential and extremely
funny Jonathon Ross on his Radio 2 program.
The video for new single ‘Shadowland’ was
added to MTV UK.
In the US things went just as well, ‘Skeleton
Jar’ coming in top 40 on the CMJ College
Charts while ‘Shadowland’ was the # 5 most
added track on College Radio.
The band received a whopping 5 out of 5 in
Alternative Press Magazine, and had gushing
album reviews and features in Esquire,
Blender, Giant, Filter, Nylon and Time Out

New York.
They also made a blistering performance on
The Carson Daly Show and ‘Shadowland’
featured on US series The OC - Youth Group
were more recently approached to record a
track especially for the show, a cover of an
almighty 80’s number ‘Forever Young’. (Stay
tuned!)
But for now Youth Group are excited to be to
well received when playing for their home
crowd.
They were joined in Sydney by Josh Pyke /
Skullsquadron and in Melbourne Bit By Bats /
The Vandas.
If you see them around the Village give them a
welcome wave.
Who knows they may write a song that could
put this Valley on the world stage.

Children’s Medical Research
At the Melbourne Cup Luncheon hosted by
the C.M.R.I. the guest speaker Steven Ryall,
from the Institute spoke eloquently of the
progress being made in stem cell therapy,
and thanked the Kangaroo Valley
Association for their tireless work to
contribute funds to this research.
Just in the last 3 months, scientists at C.M.R.I.
have discovered a way of using gene therapy, i.
e. using DNA as medicine, to repair damaged
heart tissue.
Also that a single gene may lead to a child
being born with a cleft lip and palate.
A breakthrough in the most common cancer to
affect young people, came, when scientists
discovered a key mechanism that allows cancer
cells to multiply unchecked. By adding extra
amounts of a protien found in cells, this
mechanism is switched off; especially in bone
and brain cancers.
The continued support of our Community for
this inspiring work was very evident at the
Luncheon, for underlying all the fun, glamour
and excitement of the day, was the
understanding that we were all there for a very
worthwhile cause.
Well done the Committee of C.M.R.I.--you
certainly know how to organize a good show!
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New Studio in the Valley
In May 2005 Tall Poppies, a Sydneybased Australian record company run
by Kangaroo Valley resident Belinda
Webster, made the first commercial
recording in a new studio in Kangaroo
Valley.
The studio is called Tapitallee West.
The studio was built by sound enthusiast Bob
Burns and Producer/Engineer David Café.
The studio is a versatile space, most suited
to recording live performances which is Burns'
passion.
The studio contains a Yamaha grand piano, and
is designed to accommodate two sound spaces,
enabling separation of forces during a
recording.
David Pereira, the Canberra cellist who is wellknown to Kangaroo Valley music lovers,
recorded a CD of music for solo cello with
either tape or delay as accompaniment.
The sound engineer was Christo Curtis, assisted
by David Café, the resident engineer.
Tapitallee West Studio proved to be the
ideal venue for this project.
It is light and airy, with stunning views into
Kangaroo Valley.
Compared to the studios in the city that one
might have chosen for this kind of recording,
Burn's studio is equal technically. Where
it comes into its own is in the ambience
achieved in a rural setting.
It generates calm, and makes a long day seem

shorter and less stressful.
Pereira enjoyed his days there, and played
magnificently.
Pereira said "Studio environments usually are
sterile, overtly commercial
and nearly as appealing as any healthy human
digestive tract. Unfortunately
too they contain lots of burnt-out and cynical
people. What a lovely
surprise to find what and whom I did in the
valley!"
The recording includes a work by Valley

resident Martin Wesley-Smith - one of his East
Timor pieces; Welcome to the Hotel Turismo
which Pereira has performed in
Kangaroo Valley.
It also contains a work by Robertson composer
Andrew Ford, Memorial, written to
commemorate the handing back of Uluru to its
indigenous owners.
Other works are by Carl Vine, Roger Smalley
and Nigel Westlake.
photo credit: David Pereira in studio
© Christo Curtis

Happy Christmas
and New Year
From
Esther and Bryan
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Locals given a chance at local gallery
JD Gallery is continuing its policy
of promoting the work of local
artists with the upcoming exhibition
(opening on December 16) by
featuring the photography of
Matthew Hill and Max
Leuenberger and the glass artistry
of Jon Firth.
The artists biographical notes follow.
Matthew Hill (award winning photograph
on right);
My interest in photography started as a
teenager when I completed a three month
photography course at the old Ultimo
Tech in 1971, focussing on black and
white photography and developing.
In 1978 I was married and photography
had to take second place to raising a
family.
In 2004 I purchased a Digital SLR camera
and became interested in editing and
printing my works.
In September this year I entered two
photos in the Red Lens International
Photo Competition conducted by the Charles
Sturt University, where I was awarded second
prize for a Valley scene entitled "Afternoon
Quench".
I am honoured that Derek and Jean at JD
Gallery have provided this opportunity for me
have my first public exhibition.

Max Leuenberger

and the general public.
After other responsibilities (golf and marriage)
put photography on hold until it was revived in
1975.
Max has travelled through the technical
changes of photography right through to the
computer/digital age and has collaborated on
two publications utilising reworked old images.
He says of the exhibition “My photographs
showing at JD Gallery are intended to be of
every day shots that anybody might take on
their holidays or on a days outing”.

Max was born in the depression years, left
school at 15 and joined the Commonwealth
Bank where he stayed for 40 years.
With an interest in photography dating from his
Jon Firth
schooldays, Max kick-started his lifetime
Jon Firth was born in Sydney, New South
interest and part-time career in the gold mining
Wales in 1455. He was educated at Sydney
town of Cobar with assignments from the Police
Boys High School until 1973 when he joined

the RAAFF. He served as an electronics
technician until his discharge in 1979. He then
worked as a manager in the licensed club
industry in Sydney until meeting high profile
glass artist '!Marc Cmunseit in 1984_
After receiving intensive instruction from Marc
in stained glass and some warm glass
technique, Jon and his wife Sue moved to the
Northern Territory in late 1985. They settled in
Darwin where Jan's studio "Unicomf' is located
in the light industrial area of Coconut Grave
In 1996 he toured extensively through Britain
and France, researching both ancient and
modern glass. Collectors in South East Asia,
Europe, the UK, Japan and 'North America
have acquired Jon's work.

Selection of horses suited to
trail riding a critical factor
Was John Wayne hitching a lift with
Santa for a showdown at The Man from
Kangaroo Valley Trail Ride or was he
coming to marvel at the spectacular
scenery of our valley, we may never
know, but if it was John he like Jack
Palance gave us the thumbs up.

Barrengarry Store
home of "the Worlds best Pies"!
When was the last time you popped in to have a squiz at the Old Store in Barrengarry ?
Did you know that you can buy our country style pie's fresh or frozen to cook at home ?
We have great coffee, as well as old fashioned milkshakes, fudge, lollies
and locally produced jams, honey, olives, eggs, home baked treats,
Akubra hats & more...
Proudly supporting local produce, products & services.

Merry Christmas to all our customers

Over the past twelve months we have put
together a herd of outstanding mounts that are
continually being trained under the guidance of
one of Australia’s most experienced horsemen.
The criteria we use emphasizes safety and
performance, each horse is ridden by our staff
for approximately three months in all
conditions and each must pass our rigorous
selection process.
The ride is a bush-walk on horseback through
the rainforest and mountains of the valley, our
property borders the Morton National park and
at this time of year it is not uncommon for
guests to ride amongst wallaby, wombat and
(Continued on page 25)
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Perhaps the Heidelberg school of the 21st Century is here in the Valley
Most Fridays this year the
Watt property on Bendeela Rd
has been a hive of activity as a
keen group of art students
gather for lessons at the hand
of Derek Watt, a highly
regarded and sought after
artist who teaches for love of
art not money.
A visitor from Bowral joins
five Kangaroo Valley ladies as
Derek takes them on a journey
of discovery through the world
of art. The concepts, the
preparation and the fulfilment.
The studio is a large, airy,
A perfect site for a group pleinn air painting exercise.
purpose built, artist’s heaven
and Derek’s teaching skills are
Top horses for top riding
of the highest quality, which is reflected in his
own work and that of his pupils.
(Continued from page 24)
echidna and to see black cockatoos, crimson
rosella and king parrot in the tree canopy above.
We have incorporated several cantering and
trotting areas for the skilled and adventurous
and organized the ride so that the novice can
feel secure under the guidance of our
experienced trail leaders.
If guests have never trotted or cantered on a
Clydesdale (the Rolls Royce of horse riding)
then they should set themselves for a new
experience, our thoroughbreds, quarter horses
and pacers provide a great ride for all levels and
the feedback from our customers and those in
the valley who refer business to us has been
fantastic

In the spacious grounds at the start of the day

Then it is back to the studio for revision

Sally is the essence of concentration
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The Friendly Inn Hotel
…. the heart and soul of Kangaroo Valley

It’s all happening at The Friendly Inn

Spend
Christmas Eve at
the Friendly Inn
Live
Entertainment,
Free sausage
sizzle for the kids

From 6 pm
December 24
All welcome
Local and visiting
artists

Live
entertainment
continues
throughout
December and
January
Check out the
blackboard for
details

As our renovations
continue,
The Friendly Inn
is still open for
service in all areas
Restaurant
open daily from
12 noon for lunch
from
6 pm for dinner
Come in and enjoy
our ever changing
quality Aussie
country pub fare
Wednesday night is
family night.
With any two adult
meals purchased, two
children (under 12)
eat for free
from the Kids menu

Available 7
days a week
for your
convenience
Bottle shop
ATM
Fox Sports
and TAB
facilities
with
SKY and TVN
coverage

Relaunch of the Badge Draw Membership: for a one
off joining fee of $10 you get the chance to win big $$$
plus entry to the Friendly Inn Lunch Club which entitles
you to a 15% discount off your lunch bill in the
restaurant , plus other exclusive offers.

Mo

Sa

com
off

Th
me
g

''
aud
in t
cr
sw

The
ori
of
sea
s
hy

Terms and conditions apply.
Come in and fill out a membership form today.

The Friendl

158 Moss Vale Roa
Telephone 4465 13
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The Friendly Inn Hotel
…. the heart and soul of Kangaroo Valley

ove with Exeter Groove

aturday 10 and 24
December ,

me and dance your head
f at the Friendly Inn Hotel
Kangaroo Valley.

he Exeter Groove is two
n, one drum kit, one slide
guitar ,a harmonica and
some great grooves.

'The Groove' likes their
dience to lose themselves
he hypnotic rhythms they
reate ,stomping feet and
winging hips is all part of
the experience.

eir sound is a blend of the
iginal sounds of the likes
f RL Burnside, The Cruel
a and Sun House meeting
shakra driven beats, its
ypnotic it's exotic yet it's
rootsy and authentic.

8 pm start

ly Inn Hotel

ad Kangaroo Valley
355 Fax 4465 1440
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Mayor’s annual report to the
ratepayers of Kangaroo Valley
Land acquisitions and fibre optic cable
! !!!! Design of a shared public toilet pool relocation within the Morton National Park will
proceed into 2006 and 2007.
amenity block at the Showground is
Works undertaken during the last
in progress. Funding for construction Contract documentation for further sealing
twelve months in the Valley
work beyond the initial 25 kilometre section is
is proposed in 2007/08 under the
Infrastructure Program (rate increase). also being prepared.
! !!!! The 2005/06 Gravel Road
For the link beyond Nerriga, discussions have
Heavy Maintenance
Improvement Program includes:
commenced with Palerang and Goulburn! !!!! Major repairs to Kerb and Gutter and Mulwaree Councils to undertake further route
o Sealing of Marshall Street
Footpaths within the Village ‘CBD’
o Sealing of Quirk Street
selection/upgrading studies to identify the
are proposed in 2005/06.
o Sealing of Upper Kangaroo
preferred route and have this adopted into the
River Road (to Parrish
relevant Regional Environmental Planning
Main Road 92
Road)
documents. Council’s preferred position is the
The former NSW Minister for Planning, Mr
o Sealing of Nugents Creek
link westward from Nerriga to Tarago, and then
Craig Knowles, in June 2005 approved the
onto Bungendore/Queanbeyan in the short term
Road
upgrading of Main Road 92 between Nowra
with the longer term strategy going from
o Sealing of Mackays Road
and Nerriga at a project cost of $75 million.
Tarago to Collector and on to Gunning on the
Re-sheeting of part of
Following ratification of this decision by the
Hume Highway.
Wattamolla Road (5.85km Australian Minister for the Environment, the
to 6.85km from Kangaroo
CEO of the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) Kangaroo Valley Sewerage Scheme
Valley Road).
The concept development has bee finalised and
has now listed this project as being on the
currently negotiating with Sydney Catchment
RTA’s construction list.
! !!!! The 2005/06 Capital Works Program The Project Steering Committee, on which
Authority regarding compliance with guidelines
includes the sealing of Jacks Corner
regarding release of treated effluent to the
Shoalhaven City Council sits, has assisted the
Road to the College.
RTA in preparing documentation for tenders for environment.
When agreement has been reached, a decision
approximately 25 km of road reconstruction
Proposed Future Works
will need to be made by council early 2006
from Hames Road, Yerriyong.
! !!!! Sealing of the rear section of the
Contractors are now being invited to tender for regarding the commencement of the
Village Car Park is proposed in
the work with the expectation that the physical Environmental Impact Statement.
2009/10 under the Infrastructure
The EIS could well take 12 months, after which
work will commence in the first quarter of
Program (rate increase).
time further public consultation will need to be
2006.
undertaken.

Public Toilets

The Man from Kangaroo Scenic trail rides
Cowboys
and
city
Slickers
alike
all
welcome

Through
the
stunning
mountains
and the
beautiful
rainforest
of
Kangaroo
Valley

Ring us
today to
be part of
the sheer
enjoyment

Bookings
essential

44 651 912
www.kangaroovalleyhorseriding.com
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Look at the wonders above and around you
Your Enemies EnemyStar struck
the moat in thine own eye
By Gerard Keyzer

Your enemies enemy is your best friend - or
so some philosopher once said.
A few weeks ago we befriended a courageous
butcher bird who visited us daily at breakfast
time to receive a morsel of toast which he/she
carried off into the nearby trees before
returning for a second helping.
In early October, whilst watering the garden
the same, previously friendly creature
commenced dive bombing us in a most
disagreeable manner, presumably defending
his territory and probably a nest of precious
eggs.
If he recognised us as the same human beings
who provided him with morning tit-bits then
we had reason to be critical of his flagrant
ingratitude as his breakfast visits continued at
our veranda door.
Last week a noisy disturbance occurred up the
garden and we saw our feathered friend in
company with several other avian friends
violently attacking a large snake which in turn
was thrashing about desperately in the grass
in order to avoid the fierce Ariel
bombardment of long sharp beaks.
The flapping of wings-shrieks and cracking
beaks was quite alarming.
Armed with sticks, boots and hats we
advanced on the battle scene and discovered
that the cause of the consternation was a two
metre diamond python - obviously the victim
of the bullying birds.
A phone call to WIRES confirmed the
identity of the reptile and reassured us of its
non-venomous nature and its possible
intention of seeking out butcher birds eggs .
high up in the canopy of the overhanging
eucalyptus trees.
Accepting Richard Dawkins view that nature
is cruel and neither knowing or caring is not
easy for as caring humans we immediately for
we automatically identify with one side or the
other.
Morally we demand to know just who started
it, who is the assailant and who is the victim
and whose side should we take?
We already had mixed feeling s towards our
butcher bird friend and we had much
sympathy for the outnumbered python except the idea of such a large devouring
beast. baby birds or for that matter being so
near to our house!
Further more the birds were only responding
to instinct to protect their interests just as a
human being would do.
The following day there was no sign of the
python, we shared our toast with the butcher
bird who a couple of hours later indignantly
and noisily swooped us as we ventured under
his (our) tree.
I suspect that Dawkins is correct and it is
probably not to become involved in these
inter-species squabbles in the first place.
John Spencer

We are pleased this month to introduce
a new column to the Valley Voice.
The skies are so clear here it brings the
wonders of the sky into reach.
We hope you enjoy Gerard’s article.
The summer night sky is distinguished by long
twilights, the dark comes late and the crystal
clear, deep indigo skies of winter, with the
Milky Way high overhead, are a memory.
Nevertheless there are plenty of spectacular
naked eye sights this December and some
special extras for those with binoculars.
This month use the path of the Moon as your
guide.
On December 4th the Moon is two days old and
is very close to the brilliant Venus in the West
about one hour after sunset.
Venus has been the “Evening Star” for about
six months and is shining 100 times more
brightly than the brightest star.
On the 12th the waxing Moon brushes past Mars
in the North Eastern sky, Mars appearing bright
orange and just a little higher.
One night later and the Moon approaches the
Pleiades or Seven Sisters in the constellation
Taurus.
In the summer night sky this little grouping is
said to be fleeing the enraged bull.
Many different cultures have remarkably
similar mythology for this part of the sky.
The Japanese call them Subaru, next time you
walk past a Subaru look at the badge; you’ll
recognise the pattern.
The keen eyed can usually count six stars and
on a dark night, seven but this is a beautiful

open cluster for binoculars with up to 32 stars
appearing brilliant blue- white in your wide
field of view.
On the 19th at around 10-30 pm the Moon
guides us to Saturn and just to the left (West) of
Saturn we find another rich cluster called
Praesepe or the Beehive.
In binoculars the “swarming” stars are
spectacular.
If your binoculars are 10x magnification or
more you may just distinguish the oval shape of
Saturn’s rings.
For those of you with telescopes you know
where to look now and Saturn will rise higher
and earlier each night throughout summer.
If you rise before dawn, as many of our farmers
do, look for the waning crescent Moon to nearly
graze Jupiter in the pre-dawn sky on the 27t
Hint: If you are using binoculars rest your
elbows on the roof of your car, your arms won’t
get tired and the image will be stable.
Try viewing the Moon when it is in crescent
coming up to first quarter and waning to last
quarter.
Towards Full Moon the Sun shines directly on
the surface and the resulting brightness and lack
of contrast make it far less interesting.
Reference: Astronomy 2005, Quasar Publishing

News stories please
to
kvvoice@shoal.net.au

Kangaroo Valley
Supermarket
4465 1512
Hello and welcome to the Valley!
We have the one-stop-shop for all your
everyday and weekend needs
Groceries
Specialty breads
Delicatessen
Frozen foods
Fresh fruit and vegetables DVD hire
Chemist lines
Video hire

Moss Vale Road Kangaroo Valley
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Kangaroo Valley
Roadhouse
AMPOL
AMPOL
Service Station and Convenience store
PH 4465 1986
We would like to wish everyone in the Valley a Merry Christmas and a Happy safe New Year
A Special thanks to our valued customers

Bill Chris and Pam

We have a wider range of goods for your convenience needs
Fuel, Oils
Gas Refills and exchange
Groceries and Frozen Foods
Bread, Milk and Dairy
Fishing Gear
Tapes, CDs and DVDs
Ice

Just some of the items we have in stock.

Opening Hours
6-30 am to 6-30 pm

7 Days

December 2005

The task force claims
(Continued from page 1)

then pumped the Lake so low there was little
facilities remaining for recreation.
Loss of "beach" and weir under Hampden
Bridge where generations of locals and visitors
have swum and launched canoes and
photographed Bridge.
On lower Shoalhaven commercial fishers and
oyster farmers suffering from increased
saltiness of river deprived of its vital flushes.

Social:
As a community we do not want to see friends
and neighbours lose land to inundation of new
lake or see homes flooded.
Property values will crash.
More closure of main road - that's the main road
to South Coast from western Sydney - from
higher, more frequent flooding.
Huge inconvenience to traffic.
Possible loss of heritage listed Hampden Bridge
from flooding.
Scots College campus cut in half by water and
fire emergency road lost.

Mismanagement by
Sydney Catchment Authority:
Gauge at Hampden Bridge (measures water
levels especially during floods) proven wrong.
Original calculations on water heights of new
Lake levels in KV -wrong!
Gauge at Tallowa Dam measuring water
flowing over dam to lower Shoalhaven - wrong.
Claimed Bendeela Camp ground would not be
inundated by new Lake - wrong. (Now
amended to "we'll move it" after first
suggesting a huge earth dyke.) Even the new
site - a paddock, not wilderness camping - is
highly dubious as a possible replacement, and it
has no access road.
Claimed Tallowa Dam "was always going to
be raised anyway" - not true.

Kangaroo Valley Voice
The following paper was prepared by Valley
resident farmer Anna Borzi.
Fact: De-foliation leads to de-forestation
leads to desertification, its here now
Kangaroo Valley and its escarpments are
experiencing a visually evident defoliation. In
the past 3 years, what was once an opaque tree
line on the summit of surrounding escarpments,
is now transparent. Vast swathes of the
escarpment rock face, is now visible to the
naked eye through the tree foliage. What was
once a blanket of she oaks on creeks on the
floor of the Valley, those that are still running
permanently, are also now transparent: for the
first time in the memory of some locals with
generations of history.
The Valley creeks and river are drying up.
Not many years ago, farmers could irrigate
year round, our - children could swim on the
hot summer days in the flowing river, or
paddle into the Village. Today they cannot. A
number of creeks are now permanently dry;
creeks that used to run year round barely a
decade ago.
In the Valley visual and oratory pollution is
rising as foliation withers. Only 3 years ago,
driving through the Valley one wondered
where the many residents lived as very few
houses were evident. Now many more homes
can be seen from the roads than before. Just
one small paddock from the main road on the
busiest day used to mean silence; now traffic
noise from the main road can be heard across
most of the Valley.
Fact: Removing ground and river water in a
finely balanced system lowers the water
table and causes defoliation. As the Murray
River system attests, it is impossible to reverse
the damage caused by the unfettered economic
transfer of environmental wealth from one
section of a community to another.
Fact: Contracting economic diversity kills
communities; tourism poor replacement A
substantial amount of the economic wealth of
the Valley, if not all, is directly derived from its
climatic and topographical uniqueness, that
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… and a different angle

provides its abundant water. Abundant water is
retreating through extraction, and unlike the
tide, will not return naturally.
The Valley economy exports a range of goods
and services, the diversity of which is
declining. For example, the number of
farmers has contracted substantially. Even the
wombats are relocating.
The Valley economy earns much from
tourism, but little from campers at
Bendeela, and international research
shows the contribution of campers to a
tourist dollar is relatively low relative to
[eg] B-B tourists and residents. Tourism
is seen globally as a poor economic base,
structurally weak with higher risks. It
typically adds only marginal value
relative to a thriving and diverse
economy.
Fact: The tourism dollar is important, but
global experience attests it should be a
marginal contribution to the economic well
being of a community. Over reliance on
tourism increases the risk of economic boom
and bust cycles, and especially so when
tourism in the Valley is irrefutably linked to
water abundance.
Fact: Water is mis-priced all over the world
relative to its value, evidenced here Sydney
Catchment Authority takes the valley water for
nothing and sells it to Sydney Water—a
monopoly .
Valley property values are rising, but they are
not rising at the same pace as they should
relative to the value of its water resources. This
is because our water resources are not valued by
others.
Community value comes from its well being
which is derived from a diverse and caring
population, diverse economy, stable land
values, and the total package of hierarchy of
needs: water, food, education and health
resources, and a thriving ecology. Happy
campers do not provide this.
Fact: Kangaroo Valley residents are not
being compensated for their future losses to
their community, environment and economy,
(iv) making an urgent priority to build a tunnel and the NSW and Australian community will
that the government has already announced it
be losers as our unique environment erodes.
intends to build?
If we continue to extract water, past trends
Our environment could be left in all its beauty. prove one day Kangaroo Valley will be a
The only good news from the meeting was that desert. The early evidence of this trend is
the government is not now intending to start
already here. The fact that water is recognised
construction of the Dam Wall in 2006 as
as valuable is proven by recent Government
previously announced.
policy trends. This transfer of wealth from our
We need to convince the government that the community is unconstitutional and
beauty of Kangaroo Valley should never be unconscionable.
sacrificed!
Bryan Barger.

Bryan Barger asks for straightforward answers
(Continued from page 4)

Dam as the first priority and make efficient use
of the existing dam and pumps?
Why destroy the environment in Kangaroo
Valley when simply by:
(i) limiting water use in Sydney to a reasonable
level
(ii) recycling water for industrial use
(iii) making efficient use of the existing dam
and pumps and

Valley Tourist attractions and activities
Cellar Door tastings
by appointment
Yarrawa Estate
44 651 165

Canoeing
Kayaking Hire
Kangaroo Valley
Safaris
44 651 502

The Man from
Kangaroo Valley
Horse riding
44 651 912
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KANGAROO
VALLEY
SAFARIS

THE BEST WAY TO ENJOY
KANGAROO VALLEY
ON THE RIVER

CANOE & KAYAK HIRE
BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES

Simply Phone
4465 1502
South Coast awards for excellence in Tourism
WINNER
Adventure Tourism
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Ambulance Service report for November
The month of November saw a slight
decline in our work but an increase in
serious injuries.
To date we have had 36 cases for November.
These are made up of 15 casualty calls, 10
station cases and 11 medical cases.
The 11 medical cases have been a continuation
of our twice daily injections authorized by the
patients Doctor.
Our 10 station cases were mostly minor
injuries.
They included hand injuries, minor lacerations
and suture removals.
Our remaining work has seen an increase in
serious injuries.
They have included Chest pains, back pains,
abdominal pains, a 14 year old with a fractured
femur, a 17 year old with a fractured clavicle
after falling off a motor bike, a 12 year old with
a fractured arm, allergic reaction to an unknown
substance, an arm injury whilst riding a ride-on
lawnmower, an arm laceration after falling
through a window, a nasty head laceration
requiring 26 sutures after falling and hitting
their head at home and a 16 year old with
partial thickness burns (2nd degree) after
accidentally spilling a large pot of boiling water
over their legs whilst camping at Tallowa Dam.
So as you can see our work has been quite
intense this month.
I’d also like to remind people about taking out

Ambulance cover for as little as $50.00 dollars
a year. I strongly recommend getting in now
before the Christmas Holidays as the last thing
you need is an ambulance bill running into
the hundreds if not thousands of dollars. Just a
reminder that Gayle and I are rostered on duty
between the hours of 8 am and 4 pm every day.
Remember outside of our rostered hours we are
available on call in Kangaroo Valley with the
Ambulance.
We are available 24 hours a day so please do
not hesitate to call if you feel you need an
Ambulance.
The message is simple – dial 000, wait with the
patient, provide first aid if you can, and let the
professional Paramedics handle your
emergency.

Keep cool and stay safe
in the summer heat
With the summer season upon us, and
temperatures beginning to warm, the
Ambulance Service of NSW is urging people to
follow some simple precautions to keep cool
and stay safe.
We offer the following tips for staying safe in
the heat:
Try to stay out of the sun. This is particularly
important for the elderly and the very young.
Drink plenty of water, and if outdoors for a
long time, make sure that you take a water
bottle with you.“Slip, Slop, Slap and Wrap”.
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Be sure to wear clothing that protects you from
the sun.
Never leave children or animals in a car! Heat
generated in a closed car can cause serious
illness or even death.
Feed breastfed infants more frequently to help
keep up their fluids.
People with existing diseases or illness such as
heart or blood pressure problems should be
especially vigilant of staying out of the heat, as
they are very susceptible to further health
problems.
Avoid outdoor exercise or strenuous physical
activity, especially in the middle of the day.
It is also important to be aware of the possible
symptoms of heat exhaustion.
These may include:
!!!!!!Nausea and/or vomiting
!!!!!!Faintness
!!!!!!Dizziness
!!!!!!Loss of appetite
!!!!!!Weakness
!!!!!!Headache
If any of these symptoms occur, lay the person
down and apply cool, wet towels around the
neck and under the arms, and have them drink
cool fluids.
If the person does not respond to treatment, or
if they have severe symptoms such as confusion
or collapse,

Call ‘000’ and ask for the Ambulance.
Remember the most important thing is
DO NOT PANIC.
Scott Styles

Photographic Exhibition
by local artists

Max Leuenberger and Matthew Hill
also
glass artist from Darwin

Jon Firth

December 16 to January 25
(come and meet the artists on Saturday December 17)

Shop 8/160 Moss Vale Road K.V. Phone 44 652 333
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technology with ease

Phone Robert Morgan on 4465 1083 / 0423 055 160
info@lazyfishcomputers.com.au
www.lazyfishcomputers.com.au

Fixed line and mobile plans also available

www.snoopacommunityshoalhaven.com
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Computers for Wrinklies with Mr Floppy
Wireless Internet provides access to the Internet
without a telephone line or cable, using radio
frequency bands.
VoIP makes it possible to route the voice signal
This is Robert Morgan, of Lazyfish
over data pipelines normally reserved for
Computer Services, giving Mr Floppy a internet traffic, instead of over traditional fixed
rest this month as I hijack the column to lines.
This results in lower costs, especially for longpresent the new technology coming to
distance calls.
the valley.
After much lobbying of Telstra, the village Because the internet protocol is a much more
efficient way to transmit data than a traditional
recently got ADSL broadband capability
landline, networks can provide lower call rates.
for those lucky enough to live in range
Calls are made through a normal handset
AND have ADSL quality phone lines.
plugged into a special adapter or directly
However this still leaves a large number of
through your PC using VoIP software.
local internet users struggling on 9Kb-48Kb
“VOIP technology is one of a range
dial-up connections or faced with the choice of
of emerging next generation services
expensive satellite systems whose signal
transforming global
latency precludes the use of interactive internet
communications as carriers and
applications such as telephony, gaming, and
consumers take advantage of cost
real-time schooling.
savings and integration with video
WIRELESS BROADBAND AND
and data applications.”
TELEPHONE VIA THE INTERNET
“Innovative VOIP services are
Now we have the possibility of building our
increasingly becoming available to
own wireless infrastructure that will not only
Australian consumers. VOIP has the
provide us with internet speeds of up to 1500
potential to offer consumers benefits
Kbps but also allow us to benefit from voice
in terms of price and convenience.”
over internet (VoIP) telephony technology.
Senator Hon Helen Coonan,
The combination of the two means we can free
Minister For Communications,
ourselves from reliance on Telstra’s copper
Information Technology And The
phone line network.
Arts – 22/11/2005
No more monthly phone line rental and no
worrying whether a privatized Telstra will leave OUR OWN WIRELESS INFRASTRUCTURE
Snoopa Shoalhaven Community Telecom is
us stranded.
With new technology such as Voice ready install the technology to make wireless
Over Internet Protocol, allowing you broadband a reality for our community.
A wireless gateway, already in position on the
to make calls over the internet at a
fraction of the fixed phone cost, it is top of Cambewarra Mountain, will provide the
link to our wireless gateway to be placed on the
little wonder that telcos and their
digital television tower situated 2 km down
investors are feeling the heat with
revenues on the decline. Fixed-line Upper River Rd.
networks may soon be worth nothing Residents who can see either of these towers
and even mobile networks may be in should be able to receive wireless broadband
right away.
for a rough time.
Residents out of line of sight are serviced by the
Australian 22/11/2005
use extenders (repeater stations) placed where

Page 35
they can see the gateway, or another extender,
and be seen in the other direction by the
hitherto broadband-less resident.
HOW DO WE MAKE THIS HAPPEN?

It is already happening. We are hoping to
connect the first valley residents before the end
of the year.
However, to make this work well, I need
everyone who is interested to register their
interest with me. The wireless network can
only be extended into areas where there is
enough interest to justify the extra equipment
(mostly this only requires that two to five
people benefit). To make this happen quickly, I
need to build a complete picture of demand.
This can be done by email
(info@lazyfishcomputers.com.au), telephone
(4465 1083) or downloading a form from my
website (www.lazyfishcomputers.com.au) and
mailing it to PO Box 6027.
This technology is paid for under the HIBIS
broadband initiative and all residents qualify as
no-one had access to ADSL broadband in April
2004. In my opinion, we need to take
advantage of this funding, and Snoopa’s
willingness to invest in our small population, to
build a locally owned hi-tech wireless
infrastructure that will serve us well for the
future.
Disclosure: Lazyfish Computer Services has
entered an agent agreement with the
Shoalhaven branch of Snoopa Community
Telecoms in order to facilitate the rapid
deployment of wireless broadband and VOIP
in the Kangaroo Valley and Berry areas.
Although not his prime motivation, Robert
stands to gain a small commission from
Snoopa
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FRIENDS OF THE BRUSH-TAILED ROCK-WALLABY
INCORPORATED
ABN 71 795 420 274
PO BOX 6182 KANGAROO VALLEY NSW 2557
www.rockwallaby.org.au
btrw@fastrac.net.au

Newsletter - December 2005
BEST WISHES FOR A SAFE AND
MERRY CHRISTMAS

President’s Report….
It was decided over a year ago that
the Friends go into a "quiet phase"
for a few years pending the
implementation of the Recovery
Plan and the captive breeding
program.
Consequently, the last 12 months,
and the first year of the new
Executive Committee, has been a
period of consolidation and dealing
with mostly administrative matters.

used for landscaping and
completion of the enclosure. A
Friends working bee on the
enclosure will be organised soon.
Provided $2,000 for the second
year of the Masters of Wildlife
Health and Population
Management scholarship at the
Faculty of Veterinary Science,
University of Sydney.
Were successful with a funding
application, prepared with the
assistance of the NPWS Pest
Officer, to the Catchment
Management Authority for funding
of alternative methods of fox
control (shooting and trapping) in
the areas where there are bait-shy
foxes, or where baiting cannot be
done due to the 1080 permit
distance restrictions.
Planned a Bush Care working bee
on BTRW habitat for later this
month.
Received, read and responded to
the latest draft of the Recovery
Plan for the BTRW by the
Department of Environment and
Conservation (NSW), as the
successful implementation of
recovery actions relies on the
participation of all sectors of the
community.
Held four Executive Committee
meetings.
Held the 10th AGM of the Friends
in September last.
The new Committee is Susan
Robertson, President; John
Rowntree, Vice
President; Melinda Norton,
Secretary; Brian Care,
Treasurer; Ernie Dumpleton, Tess
Heighes, Carla Jackett, Mark Cole,
Ordinary Members. Many thanks
to the previous Committee for a
year of good work, and welcome
to the new Committee.

During the year the Friends:
Prepared, had audited and lodged
Annual Returns for 2002, 2003,
2004 to the Department of Fair
Trading.
Embarked on acquiring an
Authority to Fundraise from the
Department of Gaming and
Racing.
Updated the links to the Friends'
website to include Department of
Environment & Conservation,
Bushcare, Tidbinbilla Nature
Reserve, Waterfall Springs
Conservation Association, Jenolan
Caves BTRW breeding facilities,
and Healesville Sanctuary.
Prepared a draft Business Plan as a
working document for the group's
priorities for the next five years.
Contributed $1,000 to a NPWS
goat cull at the Taralga BTRW
colony.
Held an Extraordinary Executive
Meeting with representatives from
Waterfall Springs Conservation,
Central Coast, in regard to the
partial sponsorship of a BTRW
enclosure at Waterfall
Springs. This enclosure will be
used as part of the captive
management program. An amount We need more members.
of $3,000 was donated by the
Please renew your membership and
Friends and this money will be
encourage others to join.

Many thanks and best Christmas
wishes,
Susan Robertson,
President.

NPWS News….
The levels of 1080 bait takes by foxes
has decreased over the past year
suggesting that we may have impacted
on the local fox population and are
managing to limit reinvasion of foxes
into the area. Thank you to all land
holders participating in the baiting
program either by conducting their
own baiting or allowing us to fox bait
on their property.
Fox baiting has been conducted for one
week ever second month throughout
2005 in Kangaroo Valley and
surrounding areas. It appears that this
level of baiting is necessary in order to
keep fox numbers down to relatively
levels. A review of the results of our
fox abundance monitoring (counting
fox prints on strips of sand set out
along local tracks) suggests fox
numbers have decreased in the valley
since 2003. With the proposed
‘alternate methods of fox control’
program to be funded by the Southern
Rivers Catchment Management
Authority it is hoped that fox levels
will be further reduced. Fox trapping
and shooting will assist in controlling
foxes in areas where fox baiting is not
feasible and where we are finding
foxes are not taking baits.
Again a reminder to local landholders
that baiting weeks now involve 1080
baits buried in bait stations for the full
week and no free feeding. Residents
living in close proximity to bait
stations are notified prior to baiting
commencing. On properties where
baiting is being conducted the dates of
each baiting session are recorded on
permanent signs at the properties’
entrance. Any landholders with
inquiries or interested in joining the
fox baiting program can contact
Melinda Norton at NPWS Fitzroy
Falls Office on 4887-8256.
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ZERO TURN
TIMECUTTER
Mow like the Pros

Phone for your FREE Home Demo

Lawnpower
Berry Street Nowra
Phone 02 4421 4466

Wheel Horse
www.lawnpower.com.au
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NEWSLETTER
December 2005
Whilst the information provided in this
Newsletter is primarily for KVBRC
members, it offers an excellent opportunity
for residents in the wider Kangaroo Valley
community to be informed on what’s
happening at the club.

Property Maintenance (to assist in
maintaining the clubhouse and
facilities)
Bowlers/Croquet Members (to attract
higher participation in bowling and
croquet activities at the club and
attract other club’s to utilise our
excellent facilities)
Property Development (to review,
develop and recommend property
development options for the club)

Directors at the Board Meeting held on
Sunday 20 November 2005 agreed to the
formation of 4 committees, where active
involvement by members is encouraged, in
addition to participation by directors and
management.

Numbers attending the competition have
gradually increased from 20 on the first
night to 40 to 50 on recent nights.
Why not brush up on your trivia knowledge
and join us for a fun evening each Tuesday
night?
Meat / Ham Raffles

The two meat raffles to be held
Please let us know if you would be immediately prior to Christmas will include
interested in joining one of these hams as well the usual meat and dairy
committees and becoming involved in the prizes.
decision making processes at the club.
As many members will be attending the
Ross & Marty Farewell
Celebration of Roz Novich’s Life on Friday
evening 16 December 2005 in the
Saturday 10 December 2005
Community Hall, the meat raffle and
Members will be aware that Ross Noble is members badge draw has been deferred to
Saturday 17 December at 8.00pm. The
leaving the valley at the end of the year.
last draw prior to Christmas will be held as
A farewell concert to Marty and Ross has usual on Friday 23 December.
been organised on the evening of Saturday
10 December 2005 starting at 7.30pm.
New Year’s Eve Party

A Mini Chinese Banquet has also been
arranged by Julie and Simon to co-incide
with the holding of the concert in the Wah
Members of the club have all been in shock
Doo Restaurant, commencing at 6.00pm.
following the sad passing of Roz Novich,
Cost will be $25 per person.
who was a wonderful and vibrant person.
Please book early with Julie on 4465-1231
to avoid disappointment!
On behalf of all members, I would like to
pass on our sincere condolences to Ken, Jazz at the Valley Club
Guy and Tish at this very sad time.
During Summer, the Leon Gregory Jazz
Band is performing at the Club every third
Formation of KVBRC Committees
Sunday in the month from 2.00 to 5.00pm.
Vale Roz Novich
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Come along to the Club and help welcome
in 2006 on Saturday 31 December 2005.
We are hoping to organise a bus, in
conjunction with the management of the
Friendly Inn to safely transport members to
their homes if they don’t wish to drive.
Christmas Greetings

On behalf of the board and management of
the club, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry
Concerts over the next two months will be Christmas and a Prosperous and
held on Sunday 18 December 2005 and Successful New Year.
Sunday 15 January 2006
Please remember that the Club won’t be
This is a family friendly event, so come open on Christmas Day!
along and join the fun!!

The four committees are:
1.

Trivia Competition
Peter Moore
Entertainment (to organise regular
functions at the club throughout the The trivia competition continues to be held President KVBRC
in the clubhouse each Tuesday night
year)
commencing at 7.30 pm.

Trading Hours

ACTIVITIES
Friday
Tuesday – Sunday
!!!!! Croquet: ph 4465-1608 for time.
WAH DOO CHINESE RESTAURANT
Casual gear.
Monday
4.30pm - 8.30pm
Dine in / take away: ph 4465-1231
Tuesday
12.00noon - 9.00pm
!!!!! Meat raffle: Tickets from 7.15pm;
Lunch 12.00 – 2.30pm: $6 light lunch or
Wednesday
12.00noon - 9.00pm
draw starts 8.00pm.
full menu.
Thursday
12.00noon - 9.00pm
!!!!! Members’ Badge Draw 8.00 pm.
Dinner from 5.00pm.
Friday
12.00noon - 10.00pm
Saturday
Saturday
12.00noon - 10.00pm
!!!!! Social Bowls: 1.30pm. Casual gear.
Monday
Sunday
12.00noon - 8.30pm
Sunday
!!!!! Bingo 6.00pm.
!!!!! Barefoot Bowls: 1.00pm.
Tuesday
!!!!! Petanque: 3.00pm.
!!!!! Social Bowls 1.30pm.
Variation to trading hours is at the
!!!!! Croquet:
ph 4465-1608 for time.
discretion of staff or the duty director.
Is gambling a problem for you?
Casual gear.
Call G Line (NSW) Counselling Services on
!!!!! Trivia Competition 7.30pm.
1 800 633 635.
!!!!! Members’ Badge Draw 8.00pm
ATM: Cash regularly available - for
Thursday
members & and patrons during trading
Kangaroo Valley Bowling & Recreation Club
!!!!!!!!!!!!! Croquet: ph 4465-1608 for time.
Limited (A.B.N. 84 584 252 182)
hours.
Casual gear.
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Market Review
November has seen a frenzy of activity with more properties achieving excellent prices
resulting in very happy owners.
The recent rain has left the Valley looking a picture increasing weekend enquiry with plenty of
those visiting spellbound by the stunning natural beauty that we are blessed with.
Presentation is everything in achieving a good price and the biggest challenge at the moment
for most owners is keeping on top of the lawn. The effort required is definitely worth it as one
owner found who in going to the expense of professional photography and having their
property maintained achieved $110,000 more than the last property sold of similar description.
Recent Results:
September 4 properties sold, October 5 properties sold and…
In the last month we have sold another 5 properties
House on a 560m lot
Vacant 34 ha
House on 1500m lot
Golf course cabin
House on 2.0 ha

$270,000 plus
$1,000,000 plus
$460,000 plus
$180,000 plus
$655,000 plus

Happy owners:
Achieving results is one part of our success, happy clients
are another:
“It was a pleasure to deal with an agent who treated us with honesty and integrity.
We highly recommend Harcourts to anyone wanting to sell their home. They were
always honest, reliable and very ethical”
David and Cherie Miles:
New team member:
As our business continues to grow we are very excited to welcome Peter Moore to our team.
Peter is well known through Kangaroo Valley as President of the bowling club and other
community involvement. Peter has a world of experience and is certainly an asset to our team.
If you know Peter drop in and say hello and welcome him to our team.
On behalf of everybody at Harcourts we wish to thank you all for supporting us throughout
the year and we wish you a very happy and warm Christmas and wonderful New Year
4465 1996 Open 7 days
www.kangaroovalleyharcourts.com.au
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Raising Tallowa Dam
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raised, and will consider further questions
raised at this meeting.

Report of public meeting – 28th November LYTF response
Peter Stanton (President of KVEG) said
SCA’s assessments had not been
completed. In particular, they had not
carried out any adequate flood study. His
presentation graphically illustrated the
anticipated effects of the SCA proposal.
While a 1 in 100 year flood may increase
by 20mm, he showed the more common
floods that close the main road in KV
will increase by up to half a metre
SCA Proposal
Keith Learn (KVCA and KVTA) said
Ian Tanner said the scheme to transfer water
SCA’s proposal would have disastrous
from the Shoalhaven to Sydney had always
effects on the Shoalhaven and Kangaroo
envisaged raising Tallowa Dam and
constructing Welcome Reef. During the current Valley. If SCA open the gates to avoid
drought, 44% of the water flowing into Tallowa flooding the valley, Nowra will get
flooded. Which is to be given priority?
Dam has been pumped to Sydney.
Like Peter, Keith asked where was the vital
SCA proposes, by stages, to:
flood study, supposedly under way for the
1. Raise Tallowa Dam by up to 7 metres, by
raising the abutments by 7m and installing past 2 ½ years. By LYTF’s assessment,
21 radial gates 14.6m wide and 7.6m high. 11km of riffles and pools would disappear,
The Government has indefinitely deferred
140km of river banks would be eroded,
2.
Build
a new water supply tunnel from
construction of a dam at Welcome Reef.
Burrawang to Avon Dam and a spur line to and 100,000 to 200,000 trees would die.
Water from the Shoalhaven has added 3% to
the Illawarra Water Filtration Plant.
The tunnel from Burrawang to Avon Dam
Sydney’s water, rising to 20% in a drought.
3. Build a new water supply tunnel to
should be built before any decision on
The SCA Proposal involves less aggressive
Warragamba Dam or Prospect Reservoir.
raising
Tallowa Dam is made.
pumping from Tallowa Dam, in times of
If
the
water
level
is
raised
7m,
440ha
will
be
flood rather than drought..
The SCA Proposal will destroy tourism in
flooded, of which only 4.4ha is privately
Kangaroo Valley, which has the largest
The present drought may be breaking, but
owned. SCA will transfer 120ha to Morton
river canoe operation in Australia.
global warming will cause rainfall in the area National Park, to compensate for areas lost.
to drop.
Keith showed slides of areas of the valley
The beach at Hampden Bridge, Bendeela
Until 18 months ago, dam levels were falling camping ground and Tallowa picnic ground
that would be affected, some devastated by
at the rate of 10% a year.
will all be replaced.
SCA’s proposal, many showing the extent
“A 1 in 100 year flood will see the water level of flooding in previous floods. How much
The decision to proceed with desalination
has eased the pressure to raise Tallowa Dam. at the bridge and the township increase by only worse if Tallowa Dam is raised?

Elizabeth George (President KVCA) chaired
the meeting on behalf of Lake Yarrunga Task
Force (LYTF) and welcomed almost three
hundred residents and visitors present.
Invited guests included The Hon Bob Debus,
Minister for the Environment & Attorney
General, Graeme Head, Managing Director
Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA), Ian
Tanner, General Manager Bulk Water SCA,
Shelley Hancock, State MP for South Coast,
Matt Brown, State MP for Kiama, Shoalhaven
Councillors Richard Bates, Paul Green,
Rebecca Rudd and Gareth Ward and Noel
Kesby, General Manager Southern Rivers
Catchment Management Authority (SRCMA).
The Minister said it was Government policy to
relieve Sydney’s water shortage by using
existing dams more efficiently, recycling,
introducing new building rules, demand
management and desalination.
He made the following points:

endorsed by former Premier Carr. Premier
Iemma has decided not to accelerate the
proposal. The Government is keeping an
open mind on it. It is being put before the
community as part of the consultation
process. If the proposal is to proceed, further
environmental impact studies will be
undertaken and, if it is declared critical
infrastructure (not yet decided), there will be
further community consultation.

Access to deep storage will increase the
capacity of Warragamba Dam, effectively
lifting current storage from 39% to 49%.
The Minister said he was aware of the level of
concern in the community about the proposal

20mm” [exclamations of disbelief].
Questions and comments
The various assessments being undertaken have
Questions and comments from the floor, to
virtually been completed. This stage of
community consultation runs until 24 February which the Minister, Graeme Head or Ian
2006. SCA is considering questions already
tanner responded, included the following:

Q Sydneysiders should be taught the value
of water. What will the Government do
when Sydney’s population grows – keep
raising Tallowa Dam?
A Water consumption in Sydney has been
substantially reduced by education and
restrictions. The population of Nowra is
growing proportionately faster than
Sydney’s.
Q Will the Government consider the
threat to the Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby
and other endangered species?
A Yes.
Q Can SCA give an assurance that a full
flood study, including the data on which its
conclusions are based, will be made
available to the community?
A Yes.
Q Why are the tunnels not being
constructed first?
(Continued on page 50)
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Go for whole foods
by Rosemary Stanton
eating a meal of whole foods compared with
eating more processed items. For example, a
bowl of rolled oats or some muesli makes a
more filling breakfast than a bowl of rice
bubbles or cornflakes. It is also more difficult
Fruit, vegetables, nuts, seeds all count as whole to chew through bread made from stone-ground
wholemeal flour than it is to eat soft white
foods. Cereals such as rice or wheat or rolled
bread, and few people could crunch through the
oats also make the grade, and the definition
number of carrots that contribute their
usually expands to include products such as
kilojoules to a glass of carrot juice.
wholegrain bread (made from whole wheat
flour, water, yeast and salt) and pasta (made
Why have fresh and whole foods
simply from flour and water).
I'm often asked what is a whole food.
There's no official definition, but most
people accept they are fresh foods or those
that have undergone minimal processing or
contain few additives.

The Australian Dietary Guidelines advise us to
eat plenty of fruits, vegetables and
wholegrains – all whole foods. They also
recommend we consume less sugar, saturated
fat and salt. Most people fail. A recent study
by Deakin University researchers of 10,561
women found only a third followed even half
the dietary guidelines and only two followed
them all! Other studies also show that people
of all ages and both sexes fail to consume
enough fruit and vegetables, while consumption
of wholegrain products is low and decreasing.

fallen from favour?

Only about 50 years ago, most people ate
mainly fresh foods, although we need to go
back further to find a time when wholegrain
breads were the norm. Food processing and the
marketing of convenience foods changed our
lives and our diets. Some processed foods are
nutritious, but added fat, sugar and salt put
many at odds with dietary guidelines.

Nutritional benefits

Many convenience foods require so little
preparation and so little effort to eat that it’s
easy to overdo the amount we consume. In
societies where highly processed foods
predominate, excess weight is common.

There is no doubt that eating more fruits,
vegetables and wholegrains is good for our
health. Indeed, literally hundreds of studies
testify to the benefits of these foods in reducing
the incidence of coronary heart disease, stroke,
type 2 diabetes and many cancers. These
studies are all reviewed when governments set
their dietary guidelines and it's no accident that
official guidelines for healthy eating throughout
the world emphasise the importance of these
whole foods.

By contrast, when people ate mainly fresh
foods and prepared them from scratch, excess
weight was rare. Of course, people were more
active in those days, but studies over a 10-year
period from the mid 80s to the mid 90s show
that total kilojoule intake rose, with all the
increase coming from convenience foods, fast
foods, drinks and snacks. Even without
considering physical activity, the increase in
kilojoule intake was sufficient to account for
the rapid rise in excess weight in all ages and

Whole foods contain nutrients that have not
been destroyed by processing. Wholemeal
flour is ground-up wheat and retains many more
minerals and vitamins than refined white flour
which retains virtually no vitamin E and has
lost much of its B vitamin content. Fruit is a
whole food too, but juices don’t fit the
definition because they have lost their dietary
fibre. A simple rule of thumb is that a high
content of natural fibre is an alias for whole
foods.

Advantages for weight loss
Dietary fibre has many advantages, keeping us
regular and helping prevent common problems
such as bowel cancer and diverticulitis. But for
those watching their weight, one of fibre’s
major benefits is that it acts as nature’s obstacle
to overeating. Foods high in fibre are filling so
they're great for those who need to cut their
kilojoule intake but don’t want to go hungry.
Those who are overweight often have a major
problem recognising when they are full. Eating
more high fibre whole foods has the potential to
help this problem. You can test this for
yourself by comparing how full you feel after

both sexes during that period. The effect was
worst in children, whose daily intake rose by
900 kJ in girls and 1400 kJ in boys.

Slow down
The fact that fresh and whole foods require
some extra preparation helps create a gap
between thinking about food and actually eating
it. We also know that when people sit down to
eat a meal, they are more aware of what they
have eaten and describe greater feelings of
satisfaction than when they grab a snack.
Studies show that almost everyone now underreports what they eat, with those who are
overweight underestimating their true
consumption by 30-50 percent. It’s not that
people lie about what they eat and drink, but
foods and snacks that are not filling escape our
reporting radar.
Preparing more fresh foods and incorporating
more whole foods may help us get back on
track in matching what our bodies need with the
amount we eat.
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António – An
East Timorese
Success Story

One of the youngest in the group was a shy
young man of 17 named António de Padua
Martins Soares, who stayed with the Morgan
family. Who could have guessed then that in
the space of five years this young man’s life
would change so profoundly?
There were several early hints that António
might be a prodigy. He was obsessed by
anything to do with music. He couldn’t pass a
piano without sitting down and playing it, or a
guitar (or other musical instrument) without
picking it up and seeing what sound he might
be able to produce.
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knowledge of music theory was scant, although
he played very well by ear. He was in demand
as an accompanist on keyboard and guitar. His
talent was evident to the Sisters at the Mary
MacKillop Institute for East Timorese Studies
(MMIETS) who organised the Anin Murak tour
of NSW, and they decided to give him the
opportunity to develop his potential.
In 2002, MMIETS arranged accommodation in
Sydney for António and three other gifted choir
members for a period of one year.
During that year, the group visited Kangaroo
Valley several times and were invited to sing at
Sunday Mass.

Many Valley residents will remember the visit
here by the Anin Murak choir from East Timor
in November 2000. Anin Murak was part of the
larger St Cecilia’s choir, based at the Balide
Church in Dili. St Cecilia’s is a world-class
choir which has recorded a number of CDs.

António (front) with East Timorese and
Kangaroo Valley friends outside Café Bella.
Sister Susan Connelly is at back, right.

Kangaroo Valley was lucky to be included in
Anin Murak’s tour of NSW in 2000
The choir and their support staff stayed for two
nights, billeted with local people. They gave a
memorable concert in the Hall and sang at the
school (and our whole school sang for them).
The voices of the 23 young singers were
beautiful, but it was the nature of the young
people themselves that left a lasting impression
on those of us who got to know them. At the
same time, the tour had a life-changing effect
on most of the young East Timorese singers.

The speed with which he “tuned into” music
was astounding. He could hear a piece of
music once and be able to reproduce it
accurately. On one occasion, after he and four
of the choir members had watched The Sound
of Music for the first time, António hurried to
the piano and played a few of the songs from
memory. In no time he was recreating the
melodies with three- and four-part harmonies.
He had an insatiable thirst to learn everything
he could about music from anyone who was
prepared to share their knowledge with him. It
could be quite exhausting having António to
stay, with his endless questions about music.
Before that first visit to Australia, António’s

ANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
MINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE
MOBILE LOG SPLITTING
JOHN MCKINLEY
KANGAROO V ALLEY
MOBILE - 0428 610 508
A.H. - 4465 1181
FAX - 4465 1904

* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING
* CHAINSAW OPERATING
* LAWN MOWING
* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
* 4 IN 1 BUCKET
* TRENCHING
* POST HOLE BORING
* SOIL LEVELLING
* POLY PIPE LAYING
* ROTARY HOEING
* STUMP GRINDING
* ANGLE BLADE
* RUBBISH REMOVAL

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS

António singing (and accompanying) his
fellow choristers Milcha, Antonieta and
Maria at Mass at St Joseph’s Church
At the end of 2002 António’s house mates
returned to East Timor while António continued
his studies. He gained a scholarship to the
Australian International Conservatorium of
Music in Sydney where he continued to devour
musical knowledge. He also began composing.
In May 2004 he played piano on the stage of
the Sydney Town Hall as part of East Timor’s
independence celebrations. When he played at
a Melbourne concert this year, a man in the
audience was so impressed that he offered to
give António a baby grand piano! This will be
shipped to East Timor very soon, and probably
housed in the Balide Church.
Before Anin Murak came to Australia in 2000,
the Sisters from MMIETS asked each of the
choir members, “What do you want to do with
your life?” António replied, “I want to be a
concert pianist.” The Sisters said, “Well, why
not?” And so it has come to pass.
On 19th November 2005 MMIETS organised an
evening of music and song in Sydney, in part to
acknowledge António’s outstanding success in
Australia. He is graduating with a Diploma of
Music and 8th Grade classical piano (AMEB).
On the night he played several classical pieces
as well as one of his own compositions. He also
accompanied himself while he sang
(beautifully!) Ave Maria. The audience’s
response was enthusiastic and heart-felt – it is
impossible not to be humbled by such talent.
This Christmas António will return to East
Timor to begin what I’m sure will be an
outstanding career in music. He will be in
charge of a new School of Music as well as
becoming conductor of St Cecilia’s choir (of 60
(Continued on page 43)
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Warm Weather = Snake Season
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS) has urged people
throughout the region to be aware that
snakes will be out and about with the arrival
of warmer weather.
NPWS Southern Branch Director, Alistair
Henchman, said today that snakes are normally
shy but after their winter hibernation they are
actively looking for food and mates, so people
tend to see them more at this time of year.
"With the warmer weather, it is important that
people do take care, particularly when outdoors,
gardening, fishing or bushwalking.
Wearing long pants and solid footwear gives
the best protection,” Mr Henchman said.
"If you're out bushwalking, just be aware that
snakes are around. In the mornings, afternoons
and on cooler days they bask in the sun, in open
areas like walking tracks or rocky ledges.
"We share our bushland areas with wildlife, and
like most native wildlife, snakes are protected
by law.
They should be left alone if they are seen.
The basic message is if you see a snake, leave it
alone,” he said.
Mr Henchman said that at this time of year it is

good for all of us to be
‘snake wise’ and
remember these
safeguards:
Children need to be
taught not to pick
up or try to harm
snakes.
Snake types are
easily confused, so
all snakes should be
treated as if they are
Don’t try to catch or kill a snake – that is
venomous.
when 90% of snake bites happen.
Snakes will usually only attack if they feel
To have a snake safely removed alive from
threatened - they just want to get away –
a town property, consult the phone
so give them plenty of space to make their
directory and call for a trained volunteer
escape.
from a wildlife care organisation.
Around houses, people should clean up
Have ready access to a first aid kit and
‘mousy’ areas (like aviaries, dog kennels
obtain your first aid certificate
and poultry pens) where food attracts
"Our basic message is if you see a snake, leave
mice, then the smell of mice attracts
it alone" Mr Henchman said.
snakes.

children) of his homeland. Now, with the help
of MMIETS and other supporters in Australia,
the dream is about to become reality.

Two members of the family joined the Army
during the first World War and sadly, one,
(Stanley), did not return and he is remembered
on the Valley Memorial.
His father, Frederick, took the family to
Bendeela and began dairy farming and later on
as the farm was handed to the next generation,
another Frederick, but this time Wes Madge’s
father, a very young Wes had his introduction
to life on the land.
Some time later Wes moved into the Valley
township with his parents and then was able to

Madge family’s long association with Kangaroo Valley

In the early 1900’s the Madge family
first came to Kangaroo Valley to live
(Continued from page 42)
to 70 singers). It has been one of his childhood and descendants of that family have
been closely associated with the area
dreams to be able to share the gifts of music
since that time.
and song with the people (especially the

António’s performance in Sydney delighted
his Valley friends Helen George and Libby
and Paul Turnock

attend the biggest event of each year, the Valley
Show.
After serving an apprenticeship as a Motor
Mechanic and entering the business world soon
after, he became a farm machinery dealer and
was excited to think that he could now display
his wares in an arena that was so important to
him in his youth, the Valley Show.
Six years ago the time arrived to hand over to
the next generation and having moved from
farm machinery into lawn and garden care
equipment his son Ray took over and renamed
the business “Lawnpower”.
The business has continued to evolve with the
latest change being the introduction of the Toro
Commercial Zero Turns with machines
available in diesel and with up to 72” cutting
decks.

Excavator
New IHI 5 tonne with rubber tracks
Includes:

Although he is only 22, António exudes great
All buckets—Rockbreaker—Augers—Levelling blade for
poise and maturity. The sisters at MMIETS
Dam clearing—Landscaping—House & shed sites & footings
refer to him as “Mr Responsible”. They are
thrilled by the way he has applied himself to his Rockwalls & rocks supplied
musical studies and by his attitudes generally.
Bobcat
As Sister Susan Connelly says, “It’s so exciting
4 in 1 bucket - trenching
to see people use their talent and respond to
post hole boring - backhoe attachment
opportunity.”
Before he goes home, António hopes to visit us Tiptruck
Vibrate roller
Dozer D4
one last time – he describes Kangaroo Valley as soil, gravel, rubbish removal
his favourite place in Australia. Perhaps, if he
Caterpillar, site levelling, roads, dams, small clearing
does come, Father Ronan might be able to
Also
2 coat cold bitumen driveway seal with own equipment
persuade him to play and sing one last time in
Fully ticketed as required. Fully insured
his church?
Libby Turnock
Mobile phone number 0408 534 019 Home phone 02 44 651 172

December 2005

Kangaroo Valley Voice

Page 44

The Sports Report
Compiled by Kate Rutherford
The Spring 2005 competition has been a If Iemma gets his way this of course could be
further complicated by flood in subsequent
real brush with the wonderful natural
competitions.
environment of Kangaroo Valley.
Between moths, flies, beetles, bugs, bats, rain,
wind and heat it seems to me as if we have had
four seasons in one competition-plus some!

Valley Guide
to eating out
Thai

Jing Jo
44 651 314

Mediterranean

Café Bella
44 651 660

Modern Australian
Source at Kangaroo
44 651 969

Value—service and
a good choice
it’s all here in
Kangaroo Valley.
So much to do, you wont

It’s family tennis time at the Kangaroo Valley
Tennis Club’s social gatherings

Nevertheless those hardy tennis competitors
have battled the elements, and some enjoyable
tennis has again been had.
The serious competitive nature of all, will start
to kick in real soon as we head towards the final
rounds of competitions in juniors, teenage and
seniors.
The visualisation of trophies, movie passes and
crystal glasses will cause distraction and in the
end it will be that perennial ability to remain
focussed which will either add or subtract to the
cabinet collections.
The junior and teenage tennis finals will be held
on Friday the 16th December 2005.
A celebratory BBQ and the dedication of a
Wollomi Pine to the KV Tennis Club will make
this an extra special way to conclude the
season.
No such nocturnal celebration for the seniors.
They will have to content themselves with the
usual variety of platters and refreshing
beverages during their finals week scheduled
for mid December.
And be safe in the knowledge that they have all
summer to recuperate and can settle in for some
off-season training in front of the television in
late January.
Good luck to all, and watch this space in the
New Year for all the details.
Seasons greetings!

An ancient game—a modern twist
crafted tool could be applied to the person of
one's opponent, in the event of a disputed
score.
No such unsporting practice occurred, I am
pleased to report, during the interesting hour I
spent watching this happy group of people, on
the verdant lawns at the Bowling Club.
They were completely oblivious to the wind,
rain and threatening clouds that would have
She witnessed it with the same sense of
dampened the enthusiasm of a less intrepid
wonderment she experienced on all her
group of sportsmen and women...they just
adventures, I was just left wondering.
played on, all the while encouraging each
Wondering why this fun game of Croquet hasn't other, applauding a good shot, sighing over an
been considered for inclusion in world wide
error of judgement and laughing a great deal.
sporting contests.
What a way to unwind after a busy week,
Actually it is probably meant to be a genteel
pitting your skill against an opponent armed
pastime, though the size of the mallet, in
only with a mallet and paying relaxed, but
relation to the ball, makes the casual observer a quite serious attention to little coloured balls
little concerned that this polished and well
and some strategically placed hoops.
Sounds too easy!
Maybe you would like to join the Croquet
Club.
For Advertising
I am assured by these enthusiasts that it
in the Valley Voice
'definitely gets you in'.
For enquiries Please call the Bowling Club
Tel. 44651616

Last month we witnessed mastery and
athletic prowess at Flemington in the
spectacle of the Sport of Kings.
This month, in the quiet village of
Kangaroo Valley, I wish to make
honourable mention of a sport played at
the Court of Kings and Queens...most
memorably enjoyed by Alice.

Please call
4465 1756

Joan Bray
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champions .
With a the weather changing
during the lunch period the
championships would be
decided in tougher conditions
than the morning round .
In men’s C grade local
A more typical Kangaroo Valley spring nurseryman Dave Rose took on
this year has resulted in the members of the form golfer of the club in
Peter Hughes.
Kangaroo Valley Golf Club being able
After a hard fought first nine
to enjoy their golf in great playing
Dave jumped out to an early
conditions at the Kangaroo Valley
lead on the back nine and
Country Club .
The last weekend in October saw the Club eventually won 4 & 3.
In the men’s B grade , long
Championships held to decide the Mens
time member Dave Purll and
and Ladies Champions and also the
Ray Michelsons battled out the
Champions in mens B and C Grades.
match of the championships
Saturday comprised a stroke round to decide the before Dave finally won 1 up at
four qualifiers in each grade.
the 18th hole .
This is always a keenly fought day as one
In A grade the battle to decide
stroke can mean the difference between a shot the Men’s Club Champion was
at the title on Sunday, or a sleep in dreaming of between club stalwart Phil
what could have been.
Mudie and Brett Morris.
With Sunday morning bringing perfect golf
Phil wasn’t playing his best
conditions the semi finalists battled it out in
golf going into the
Matchplay .
championships but a player off
The winners of each semi then squared off in
his quality would always be
the afternoon to decide the respective
hard to beat.
With the front nine a tight
contest Phil opened a small
break before Brett countered
with wins on the 15th and 16th
holes.
Unfortunately for Brett it
Perhaps a replacement front row for the Wallabies as well.
wasn’t enough with Phil
Champions all, l to r: Dave Purll, David Rose and Phil Mudie
th
making a solid par on the 17
The competition is hotting up and the
to shut Brett out and win 2 & 1.
with 38 points.
whites are no longer white (didn't take
Despite a smaller field in the Ladies
Local Scots college teacher Greg Baker played
long!).
Championship this year it was still a
solid golf to win the par event on the 19th of
There's a lot of hidden talent in our junior competitive battle with Joan Edwards showing November with +2 while the multi talented Ron
cricketers and their skills are improving
her class with a win over Anne Morris.
Bower compiled an impressive net 66 to win
In other recent events Barrie Young won the
with each game.
the November Medal on the 26th.
October
medal
with
a
blistering
round
that
Unfortunately rain stopped play for game two,
Upcoming events are detailed on our website
resulted in a net 65.
so, a draw was called.
www.kangaroovalleygolfclub.asn.au
The formidable batting side of the Machines is Adrian Burton continued his good form for a
Merry Christmas
th
win in the stableford event on the 12 of Nov
proving hard to beat.
and Happy New Year to all.
A convincing win in Game three, over the
Lumberjacks, has them at the top of the run
score table with 255 runs.
High scores from Callum Shillinglaw and
Bryce Rutherford added to the mighty effort,
and Julian Sega bowled well for the Machines,
despite suffering a hand injury while fielding.
The Lumberjack bowlers fought back, with
gutsy efforts from Anton Fisher and Jack
Bacon.
! COMPETITIVE RATES
The second game saw the Supers victorious
COMPETENT OPERATORS
over the Fudgies, who are now adopting the
QUOTES & FRIENDLY
FREE
name 'The Screaming Nachos' (don't ask!).
Highest batting score went to Jaryd Moran, who
ADVICE
also bowled two overs for only four runs.
Strong batting by Holden Nobel and Hayden
4WD Backhoe –with augers (300 mm, 450mm, 600mm)
Martin put the Fudgies in with a chance but an
Bobcat with trencher and augers
excellent last over bowled by Alex Goode
Bulldozers
crushed their final efforts.
The table now stands with Machines on 255 (2
Excavators
wins), Supers 230 (2 wins), Lumberjacks 207
Tip Truck (sand, soil & gravel supplies)
and Fudgies 195.
Excavator Bulldozer
There is little difference between all the teams
and it is making the competition very
interesting.

Golf Club
Champions
decided

Cricket Juniors in a
Competitive series

SELBY’S EARTHMOVING
“Your Local
Earthmoving
Contractor”

Phone David or Sharon on 4465 1186 or 0428 429 398
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MORE
for the Chakola Wildlife,
by John Crick

You wallas. You secret places,
are the old man's first words each day, emerging from the hut. He looks around, to gaze at the dawn sky and the bush. He sees Old Walla the
wallaby and his family, gazing at him. They follow him across the grassy flats to feed. The old man collects water from the ever-flowing river,
gathers firewood.
One morning, as the breakfast smoke curls away into the gums he says, Old Walla, I had a weird dream last night:

*
Dream of an ever-growing Giant in a strange world. A thirsty, metally-echoey Giant by a pool, letting the water flow into its upturned
mouth. Through the giant's dark tubings and pipings, water gurgles for miles, as galahs screech, lyrebirds sing:

Hope there's enough for the rest of the gang.
The Giant smiles and rumbles,

MORE!

At last, grown even bigger, it stands, to release a belch that echoes far. From its rear end seeps a slimy, rusty liquid, yellowy-green,
oozing towards the sea. Crabs scuttle in alarm, jellyfish wobble in fear and dolphins leap away...
...while The Giant dances around in the sun, singing, Don't you think I'm beautiful?
One day, the ever-growing Giant lies down to drink, but the water flow is not enough. The Giant bellows:

MORE!
The birds and animals must set to work with claws or tails or beaks or feet. They dig and scrape, to make channels and banks, and
line up hollow logs until water which flowed to other places now goes into the giant's mouth. Giant rumbles:

YOU SEE...I AM

THE CENTRE OF THE UNIVERSE

When its guzzling's done, the Giant stands to belch, while its slimy, yellowy-green stuff seeps away to the sea.
Away in the bush, from now desiccated creeks and rivers, wildlife go walkabout, seeking the precious flow. Some find it, some fail.

*
One morning, the old man comes back from the river to say,
Walla. The river's getting higher. Yet there's been no rain.
Each day, the level rises. Frogs and water dragons wander, lost. Even the platypuses wonder what's going on.
The trees say, We're drowning.
The river's now gone, swallowed up by the lake; water hardly flows. Yet, the level suddenly falls. Only to rise high again. In no pattern the wildlife
can discern, it rises, falls. Mud ferments. The places where Walla used to feed turn sour. It's no place for Walla and his family, they leave their old
secret places.

*
One dawn, the old man comes out,
You wallas. You secret places.
He looks around, gazing at dawn sky and bush, missing Walla, for he's just dreamed of him:

*
Walla summons the kangaroos and wallabies and birds, and far away they go. With strong legs they kick away the
hollow logs, they dig away the rocks and earth banks so now the water's flowing back into the old places, not into the
Giant at The Centre of The Universe.
After a while, they hear mighty bellowing cries,

MORE! ...MORE!
The bellowing goes on and on, then grows softer. Hopping towards the sound, Walla sees the giant stretched out, gasping, where the
water flows as it always has.
MORE!

Galahs screech, lyrebirds sing:
A river's enough. A little's a lot. Use what you've got.
Next morning, and the days after, the old man doesn't emerge, for his spirit's gone to the wallas' old secret places. So he's spared seeing the
drowned river flats. The skeleton trees.
Galahs screech, lyrebirds sing. And the trees, crows, kingfishers, wombats, frogs, water dragons, platypus, jacky lizards, black snakes:
Let our river flow, river flow
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Small businesses must be nurtured
Nothing characterises the concerns of the small
business sector more than the supermarket
industry, where the two majors, Coles and
Woolworths, dominate the Australian market.
Of course there are other sectors facing similar
competition concerns but perhaps not as visibly
or directly as those who sell basic staples to the
average consumer.
The sheer weight of their buying power means
that Coles and Woolworths enjoy a strategic
advantage in commerce which is open to
exploitation. Their product range transverses
many commodities, competing openly with the
small business operator who lacks the resources
to compete effectively.
Generally speaking, the more a retailer buys the
greater the discount received from the wholesaler.
It is a volume market with the small business
owner generally paying a premium price on
commodity purchases.
Even with a uniform mark up, the small business
operator is at an immediate disadvantage because
their purchases are generally minimal. The
majors, on the other hand, buy in huge volumes to
stock their national outlets. The price they pay for
a similar commodity can be dramatically cheaper
than what the small business owner pays.
The net effect is that the majors can offer a
cheaper price for the same line and as a
consequence draw consumers to their products to
the detriment of the corner store.
This same dynamic works on warehousing and
distribution costs, insurance costs, in fact
anything where volume purchases attract a
discount. Big is beautiful and despite all the best

intentions of government trade practices
legislation, nothing is going to stop a wholesaler
offering discounts on volume, and it would be a
foolish business to turn their back on the cheaper
prices.
This is a disadvantage not easily overcome by
someone who may be sole trader or a family run
business. There is less latitude to absorb costs and
business can be a day to day proposition.
There are now over one million small businesses
in Australia. Over 80% of jobs growth in Australia
over the past decade has been in small business.
Small business is the engine room of the
Australian economy and is a significant employer.
If small business is a such a critical component of
our economy should we not be encouraging it to
thrive rather than watch as the big companies run
rough shod over them?
The Federal Trade Practices Act promotes
competition by prohibiting the misuse of market
power aimed at damaging competitors, preventing
market entry or deterring competitive conduct..
This area has been of significant concern to small
business and the Government is committed to
these important improvements.
The unconscionable conduct provisions of the
Trade Practices Act continue to be an important
source of protection to small business from severe
cases of unfair dealings.
In the end the government can make as many laws
as it likes but it will be the average consumer who
decides where they spend their money and
therefore whether small business can survive in
the ‘big boys’ of business.
From Joanna Gash MP
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Valley Stars

An enthusiastic (some might say
rowdy) group of Kangaroo Valley
theatregoers tripped to Nowra
recently to see the latest production
of The Albatross Musical Society—
Pirates of Penzance.
Jacinta Perry-Powell (Ruth) and Lance
Brown (the Pirate King) from Kangaroo
Valley were among the standout
performers of an excellent show, well
received by bumper audiences who joined
in the rollicking choruses

Jazz Away
As the Valley Club and Restaurant
gets lively with the Leon Gregory Band

Sunday December 18

2-5 pm
And every Sunday of the
month through summer
Enjoy Great Swing, Latin and Be-Bop
With stunning views of the Valley
*Family friendly
*Sausage Sizzle
*Barefoot Bowling
Marshall Rd: at the Mount Scanzi turn off
3rd

ATM at the Club:
Cash is regularly available during
all club trading hours.
Barefoot bowls: Sundays from
11 am. Only $5 Includes
equipment and green hire

Trivia competition—$100 prize—Tuesday nights—7-30 pm

And don’t forget

Wah Doo Chinese Restaurant
Is open for Dine-In and Take-Away meals from
Tuesday to Sunday Lunch from 12—2-30 pm
($6 Light lunch special or full menu)
Dinner from 5 pm Phone 44 651 231

Information for members and guests.
Information for members and guests

Get in the picture!. Austar Sports Channels on the big 2 metre screen.
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Them what whispers down the well,
About the goods they ‘ave to sell,
Will not make as many dollars,
As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers.

Eccles Electrical
Ph 44651037
email: quoll@austarnet.com.au
*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial
*Refrigeration/Air-con

*Plus Pump Repairs
~Emergency Service Available~

The Village Green Nursery

Paul Obern Arborist Services

Est 1988

Qualified Tree Surgeon with 10 years Experience

Pot Plant to Paddock—We cater for all!
Tubestock, Windbreaks, Hedging,
Fruit, Seedlings, Natives and Exotics

Consultation service
Open 7 days
Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren

Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, Fire
Reduction Clearing, Thinning, Mulching, Dangerous Trees
Removed – all sizes

Call Paul Tel: 02 44651391 or Mobile No. 0403 610 236
Free quotes—Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area

For all your electrical, data & telephone requirements

Phone: 4422 3588

MAINTENANCE SOLUTIONS
Your solution to mechanical & property maintenance needs!
Quality workmanship by a qualified tradesman
Break-down and after hours service available
Call Simon Shine on 4465 2328 Kangaroo Valley ABN: 60 198 426 162

Mobile 0427 442 004

DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter
Obligation-free Quotes-24 Hour Service
Call Mark or Margo
Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080
Lic. No. 11234

KANGAROO VALLEY
PLUMBING SERVICES

Lee Dale:
Tel 0405 224043
Licence No: 158073C
24 hours—7 Days Emergency Service
15 years experience
Same day
hot water system replacement

mim beim
n a t u r o p a t h
Kangaroo Valley and
S t r a n d Ar c a d e , S yd n e y
(02) 9233 5362 by appointment only

www.strandnatural.com
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MIKE & CATHY GORMAN
! !!! Electrical Installations – Home/Business
! !!! Smoke detectors, Surge protectors, Safety switches
! !!! Garden and Entertainment lighting
Mobile: 0427651540
Phone/Fax: 44651540
1005 Wattamolla Rd Wattamolla, 2535
Lic No. 46822C
ABN 76 031 101 072

Robin Godson-King D.R.M. A.T.M.S.
Holistic Massage Therapist since 1980.
Ph; 02 4465 1462 Mob; 0431 940 659

Ian McLean
Phone/Fax 4464 3267
Mobile 0427 643 267

Kangaroo Valley Security
Regular and casual patrols of
properties and premises
Alarm responses – Security signage
Static guarding
Sales of alarms and associated equipment
Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley
Ph 44 651 659 Mob: 042 865 1659
Master Licence No: 407376632

David Spence

Computer Problems
contact Wayne at
Computer Solutions
Solve all your pc computer problems
call 44652435 or mobile 0404362817
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usually inspecting other areas for other weeds
during the summer period, but are always
available to check on reported sightings of
Fireweed at any time.
October.
He urged property owners and the community
However this plant is so adaptable, it can take
to report any sightings of Fireweed in the
on a perennial mode, which is mainly
Kangaroo Valley area to Council immediately.
dependant on seasonal conditions.
Recently a public meeting was held in Bega to
During a good growing season, the plant set
discuss the control of Fireweed.
seed, but instead of dieing off it continues to
It is reported that more than 300 people
grow throughout the summer usually setting
attended this meeting, which demonstrates the
another round of seeds in January/February.
interest the community has in controlling this
Mr Borrowdale advised property owners to
weed. Kangaroo Valley and Southern
keep monitoring their pastures for Fireweed
Shoalhaven are examples of how Fireweed can
plants during the spring and summer.
be controlled when the community, landowners
If a few plants are not controlled during this
and Council works together to control
period and allowed to go to seed, there will be
Fireweed.
considerable additional Fireweed plants
Please report any sightings of Fireweed in
growing in the following season.
Kangaroo Valley to Council by phoning
Mr Borrowdale said that Council Inspectors are
4429 3832 during office hours.

Fireweed is down but not out
The warmer temperatures of summer
usually heralds an end to the Fireweed
growing season, however Council’s
Chief Weeds Officer, Mr. Ian
Borrowdale warned landowners that,
given good growing conditions some
Fireweed plants can grow flower and
seed throughout the summer months.
Mr Borrowdale said Fireweed is usually
an annual, with cooler temperatures
triggering the growth of this plant.
Normally germination starts in April or May
each year.
Fireweed continues to grow until the plants
mature and set seed, usually by September/

Questions and comments
(Continued from page 40)

A SCA would have to pump to minus 5m
unless the dam is raised first. Bendeela would
then be dry 50% of the time.

A The Government has announced a recycling
scheme for western Sydney which will be the
biggest in Australia

Q Has the Government considered wholesale
Q What will happen to debris when the dam is recycling, through the Warragamba system?
raised?
A The Government is starting with large
A Some tree trunks will be left for fish habitat, industries which are unnecessarily using
others will be removed.
potable water.
Q Why can’t Sydney recycle water, as now
Q Why can’t Services Sydney proposal for
proposed for Melbourne?
recycling be implemented?

A It is uneconomic.
Q In a flood, would SCA choose to flood
Kangaroo Valley or the Shoalhaven?
A The Government is not claiming the new
gates would stop flooding.
Q Will the construction of the pipeline also be
suspended until a decision is made on Tallowa
Dam?
A Yes.
Q Is it true that the Government is introducing
legislation to remove the requirement for
environment flows for rivers in water sharing
plans?
A No.
Them what whispers down the well,
About the goods they ‘ave to sell,
Will not make as many dollars,
As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers.

Interior / Exterior
Design, Colour &Decoration
Commercial, Hospitality,
Residential
Phone: 02 4422 5035
Mobile: 0419 279 883

Miss Shelleys Flower Shop
P.O. Box 187 Berry 2535

bh.02 4465 1597 mob. 0422 687 854
Innovative, Creative, Original and Traditional
Flowering Hours 8.30 am - 5.30 pm
Monday to Saturday

www.denovoconcepts.com

For advertising in the Valley Voice
Please call 44 651 756
It is by your support that the Voice
continues to support Kangaroo Valley
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Wot’s on in the Valley

Claim the date!
January 8
$ P’s at Café Bella from 6-30 pm
January 26
Wattamolla Community Australia
Day Picnic. Old Wattamolla School
House 4.00 onwards.
January 31,
Kioloa Harp Ensemble KV Hall
7-30 pm
February 16 and 17
The annual KV Show

Organisations are invited to use this page
to claim the date for any events they are planning, so as to
avoid doubling up and clashes with other groups.
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Special events November 2005
December 10

Exeter Groove at Friendly Inn

December 15

Opening Breakaways Exhibition Café Bella 6-30 pm

December 16
.
December 16

The tree welcoming ceremony is to be held at Riverside Park at 5 pm
Celebration for Roz Novich KV Hall from 6-30 pm

December 17

Opening New exhibition at JD Gallery

December 18

Jazz with Leon Gregory Valley Club from 2 pm

December 24

Christmas Eve Concert at the Friendly Inn from 6 pm

December 26

Exeter Groove at Friendly Inn

Monthly events
KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – Bill Chittick 4465 1242
Senior Citizen’s Meeting - 10.15 am – Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club.
Environment Group – 6 pm – The Ambulance Community Complex –
Peter Stanton 4465 1688
Mon (3rd)
A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Betty Allan 4465 1154
Historical Society – 1 pm – Pioneer Farm – Gerry Garrett 4465 1419.
Pioneer Settlement Trust - 10.30am - Pioneer Park - Elaine Apperley 4465 2026
Tues (1st)
CWA 10am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30pm Combined Luncheon,
1pm to 2.15pm Meeting
Tues (2nd) Pre School Meeting
Mon (1st)
Mon (2nd)
Mon (2nd)

Wed (4th)

Pioneer Farm working bee 10 am to 2 pm Bring tools to suit your expertise

Thurs (2nd)

P. & C. Meeting – – KV School

Fri (1st)

Upper Kangaroo River Bushcare 9 to 11am near picnic area.Tess Heighes 4422 7147

Fri (2nd)

View Club Gen Meeting & Luncheon – 12 pm – Hampden Bridge Café

Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482
9-11am for Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare, meet at Upper
Kangaroo Valley Hall Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147
Sun (1st)
Family Friendly Contemporary Service – 9.30 am – Anglican Church 4465 1585
Family Evening Service 6-30 pm Uniting Church 4464 1034
Sun (2nd)
Communion & Traditional Service – 9.30 am – Anglican Church 4465 1585
Communion Service
9 am
Uniting Church
4464 1034
Sun (3rd to 5th) Worship Service
9 am
Uniting Church
4464 1034
Sun (3rd)
Jazz at the Valley Club 2-5 pm
Sun (last)
Fishing Club Competition day – Harold Sharman 4465 1140
Sat (last)
Sat (3rd)

Bi-weekly events
Tuesday (2nd & 4th)

Lions Club Al Fresco – 7 pm Carolyn Green 4465 1384

Thursday (1st & 3rd)

Men’s Group 7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 44651056

Friday (1st Friday)

Upper Kangaroo River Bushcare Group Les Mitchell 4465 1564

Weekly events
Mon – Fri Bus Service to Nowra and
Highlands - 4423 5990
Mon – Sat Mass St. Joseph’s 6.30 am
Mon
Bingo – 7 pm KVB&RC
Mon
1-3 pm Women's Bible Study
Anglican Hall 44651585
Mon&Wed 10-12 am Women's Bible Study Anglican Residence 44651585
Mon Wed Thurs 1-3 pm Women's Care & share Anglican Hall 44651585
Mon
Mon low-mod intensity exercise
class Hall 8.45 am 4447 8332
Tues
9 am Association Croquet
Tues Men's Bowling - 1.30 pm, Casual
Contact Club 4465 1175 & leave name
Tues
10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga 44 651 364
Tues
Cuppa & kids Sunday School Hall 10am
Wed
Tai Chi Hall 8.30 am 4447 8332
Wed
Croquet Club 9 am Valley Club
Wed
Rural Fire Service Training at Shed 6pm
Wed
6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact 44 651364
Wed
K.V. Police Station - 10 am to
6 pm for enquiries 4465 1144.
Thurs
5 pm Golf Croquet
Exercise Class 9-15 am KV Hall
Walking group P.O. 10 am
Fri
2 pm Association Croquet
Fri
9.30 am Pilates 44651918
Sun
Bowling Club - 'Barefoot Bowls'
From 11.00 am
Sun
KV Rural Fire Service Training –
Fire Shed 9 am
Sun
Anglican Church Service 9.30 am
Sunday School 9.30 am
Sun
Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am
Sun
Uniting Church Worship 9 am (2nd to
5th Sun) and Worship 6.30 pm (1st)

*
The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered free to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley
*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $36 per year
Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know.
Please tick the appropriate box:

I AM A NEW RESIDENT
I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY
SUBSCRIPTION - (Cheque or Money Order only thank you)
CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS

Your Mailing Address:Name _________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________
K.V. Voice Office:- Pioneer Farm, Kangaroo Valley 2577. Phone/facsimile (02) 4465 1521
If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you
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SCHOOLS & CHURCHES
EMERGENCIES
Preschool
Jacinta Powell
4465 1327
Police
13 1444 or 4421 9699
Public School
Mark McCarthy 4465 1182
Ambulance
000
P&C
Dougall Blanch 4465 1182
Poisons
13 1126
Scots College
Ian Boyle
4465 1089
Integral Energy
13 1003
Bomaderry High Marylin Henderson4421 0699
Lifeline
13 1114
Anglican Church Graham Castle
4465 1585
Fire
000
Sunday School Irene Dunn
4465 1056
SPORTS & EXERCISE
Cuppa and kids Shannon Chittick 4465 1367
Nigel Lewis
4446 0638
Catholic Church Anne Dynon
4464 1910 Tennis Club
Greg Thompson 4465 1531
Uniting Church John Brentnall
4464 1034 Cricket Club
Golf Club
John Rose
4464 2384
Canoe Club
Graeme Mounsey 4465 1597
CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS
Sharon Selby
4465 1186
CMR Institute
Isabel Butler
4465 1248 Pony Club
4465 1341
Lions
Tony Barnett
4465 1800 Ladies Bowling Margery Good
4465 1035
V.I.E.W. Club
Betty Allan
4465 1154 Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick
Vinnie Winch
4465 1448
C.W.A.
Pauline Miller
4465 1712 Fishing Club
Heather Kelly
4465 1608
Amnesty Int.
Libby Turnock 4465 1357 Croquet Club
Environment
Pamela Davis
4465 2285
Wires
4862 1788
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AGES & STAGES
Nursing Mothers Karen Beeston
Cubs/Scouting
Cathy Gorman
Senior Citizens
Majorie Good
Seniors Group
Deborah Butler

4465 1098
4465 1540
4465 1341
4421 0975

OTHER ORGANISATIONS
Brogers Creek Landcare Andrew
4465 1482
Pioneer Farm
Elaine Apperley 4465 1306
Historical Society Gerry Garrett
4465 1419
Osborne Park/Hall J. Lenz
4465 1272
A & H Society
Betty Allan
4465 1154
K.V.Rural Fire S Bill Chittick
4465 1242
Tourist Assn
Sue Foster
4465 1165
Iyengar Yoga
Rose Andrews 4465 1364
Rock-Wallaby
Melinda Norton 4887 8256
Alcholics Anonymous Rick
4465 1113
Upr/Rvr Prog Assn D. Loneragan 4465 1364
K.V.C.A..
Tony Barnett
4465 1800
KV Garden Group Lee Sharam
4465 1756
Group Secretaries - please check & update details
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