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Lions Club to raise $5000 for
Kangaroo Valley BMX track
It has been more than eighteen months
since I last wrote about the development
of the bike jumps on the Council reserve
north of Hampden Bridge.
Unlike the blurring pace of BMX wheels in
motion, we have discovered that the wheels
of bureaucracy grind awfully slowly.
After all these months I am pleased to finally
have some progress to report!
I previously reported that a delegation of young
riders and parents were to meet with Shoalhaven
Council officers in October 2006 to request that
the jumps, that the boys had hand built, be
developed as an officially sanctioned Council
BMX facility.
At this meeting the boys agreed to the
demolition of the (then) existing, nonconforming jumps and roll-in structure to allow
for the site to be developed from a greenfield
site, with the new facility promised to be built
‘by Christmas’.
Within weeks of this meeting, the Council
bulldozers came in and flattened the jumps.
It was with mixed emotions that the boys
farewelled the fruits of their many months of
labour, tempered with excitement about what
lay in store.
The kids waited in anticipation of the new
jumps to be built.
Well, Christmas came and went and they waited
and waited and waited…and after several
months slowly but surely, new jumps started to
emerge.
Alas, it wasn’t the work of Shoalhaven City
Council, but that of the indomitable spirit of a
bunch of boys with a passion for jumping (and
digging).
Official word finally came in April 2007 that
Council had resolved ‘to endorse the
preparation of a development application for a
construction of a BMX circuit; and consider the
allocation of $5000 project funding for the
construction of the BMX circuit and installation
of No Stopping signs as appropriate’; with the
funds being allocated from the 2007/2008
financial year’s budget.
News p1–20

Finally on the 21st April 2008 (yes, a whole
year later) a second meeting was convened by
Council reps on the site of the jumps.
This meeting was attended by a number of
young riders and community members.
A draft BMX circuit design was presented by
Council are very aware of the wonderfully
Council for perusal.
After much discussion, feedback was given by supportive and resourceful community that we
riders and residents alike, which it is hoped will have here in the Valley and have invited the
ultimately result in a facility that meet the needs Kangaroo Valley Lions Club to become
involved to assist in fundraising.
of the users with minimal impact on
Their challenge is to match the $5,000
neighbouring properties.
committed by Council.
The upshot of the meeting was that the draft
It is wonderful to have the Lions on board to
design will cost in excess of $10,000 to
help drive this project.
construct, which is twice what has been
The kids have shown incredible patience in the
budgeted for.
The major cost in the construction of the track face of the seemingly interminable wait for
is in materials, with approximately 1000 tonnes their dreams to be realised.
Support from the community is needed to
of earth required.
ensure that the development is completed
David Selby of Selby’s Earthmoving has
without compromise.
successfully negotiated with Leighton
If you would like to contribute labour,
Contractors to donate and deliver all of the
materials or funds towards the building of the
material needed for the construction of the
BMX facility and landscaping of the site, I
jumps.
would love to hear from you on 44 651 275.
David has also very generously committed to
Lucinda Wilson
undertake the earthworks required on the site.
A huge vote of thanks must go to Selby’s for
Valley to battle for the scraps
their massive contribution to the construction of
the cycleway and now the BMX jumps.
while Nowra gets $550,000
Nick Foldes must also be recognised for his
for
a replacement skatepark.
willingness to get behind this community
Our editorial is on page 2
project on behalf of Leighton Constructions.
With the new
The layout for the Kangaroo Valley BMX track west of Hampden Bridge
footpath/
cycleway running
alongside the
boundary of the
Council reserve
our young people
now have safe
and easy access
to this much
needed facility.
Now we’ve just
got to get the
jumps built!
Shoalhaven
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Well done again to the Kangaroo
Valley Lions Club who have stepped in
as the lead organisation, for two
different, but related, projects to
improve facilities in the Valley.
The first is the BMX track (our story
page 1) and the pathway extension
project (see page 6).
There seems to be an element of “loading up
a willing horse” with the attitude of
Shoalhaven City Concil towards public
amenities and facilities in Kangaroo Valley,
compared to other, obviously mendicant areas
within the city which do not have the
community spirit or enterprise to get off their
tails, (such as the Valley community has done
for many years), but just extend their
collective hands and await grants, handouts
etc. as a right and whats more they get them;
in spades.
The perfect example right now is the Council
requirement that the Lions Club and the BMX
enthusiasts should raise $5000 out of a cost of
$10,000 to build the Valley track, when at the
same time, the Council is spending more than
$550,000 to relocate the Nowra Skate Park
from its present location (adjoining
Woolworths at Stockland Mall) to Harry
Sawkins Park, (see press release on page 6).
This is a staggering comparison in treatment
for what are similarly motivated projects
(notwithstanding the variation of scale) and
some explanation and justification is surely in
order as to the rationale behind such
allocations.
What makes it more perplexing, is that
materials and services that have already been
donated or promised to the Valley project
Add to this enigma the long term and
successful battle to secure funding to
complete the Ambulance complex and it
seems clear enough that Kangaroo Valley
more than pulls it weight when it comes to

Letters to the Editor

provision of community facilities.
It is a little ironic that in the week that local
resident Chris Treuen began a program to
encourage direct support for the pathways
project (and we believe some $10,000 has been
pledged, with expectations of double that
figure), a press release applauding a further
amount of funding was received by the Voice.
The release trumpted the allocation of $10,000
(to a present total of $20,000) with these words
“Council will inject a further $10,000 into the
Kangaroo Valley Pathways Action Group
program. This funding is direct recognition of
the outstanding work being done by the
Kangaroo Valley Pathways Action Group with
their efforts not going unnoticed by Council,”
“Given the outstanding work we have seen to
date, we will continue to lobby Council and
other levels of Government to ensure that
Kangaroo Valley continues to benefit from the
Footpath Action Group’s plan”.
The release, issued by Councillor Gareth Ward,
included this committment “I will also continue
to work to ensure that Kangaroo Valley receives
its fair share of Council revenue”.
The Voice has previously asked for specifics as
to the total rates and services revenue extracted
from Valley residents and property owners each
year and the amount of direct and indirect
Council expenditure in return.
We believe there is a wide gulf between the
figures but to date no satisfactory answer has
been received.
This probably means we will have to apply for
the details under the provisions of the Freedom
of Information provisions, but that seems an
uneccessarily confrontational approach for what
after all should be simple extracts of public
records.
This issue we welcome the first of regular
reports on the activities at Glengarry and a great
variety of stories from our readers far and wide.
Carl Leddy
The Editor

Rabbits, Lapins or Coniglio.
All letters must be
signed by the
writer and give
both business and
home phone
numbers so
letters can be
verified.
Mail to :
The Editor
c/o Post Office
Kangaroo Valley.
2577

Why do so few people eat rabbits?
There is no shortage; they are every where!
They are easy to catch, cheap and there is a
repertoire of succulent receipts.
In France no respectable restaurant will not
include “Lapin” on the menu board and most
decent English pubs will include rabbit pie on
the bar snacks meals list.
One of Italy’s best selling cook books - the
Silver spoon includes 22 receipes for caniglo,
compared to only 18 for lamb!
For some inexplicable reason in Australia
rabbits seem to be looked down upon and there
(Continued on page 4)
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Vale Gib Lidbetter 1931-2008
remembered for his generosity and concern for
others.
He made a major contribution to his community
as a member of the Kangaroo Valley Apex
Service Club.
They constructed the rest area at Hampden
Bridge and assisted in building the Pioneer
Museum Park and the swimming pool.
Gib will be sorely missed by the members of
the Show Society, for his support at working
He managed the dairy for many years with his
bees and his organisation of the gate keepers.
brothers Bill and Bruce and, following his
For his many years of service he was awarded
marriage to Lee, he had a grazing property in
both Life Membership and Show Patron.
Jarretts Lane.
The funeral held at the Anglican Church in
He retired to live in Berry in 2001.
Berry was a fitting celebration of Gib’s life.
As a young man he was a keen and
The huge number of people in attendance was
accomplished footballer.
in itself a tribute to the impact his life had on
For 24 years he played for Kangaroo Valley
his friends and family.
(1948-1972) and was a member of the
Stories were related about his football career
Premiership side in 1953.
and appreciation was given for his support and
He was awarded a special trophy in 1968 to
sponsorship of the Valley junior sides and the
honour his milestone of 250 games.
reformed Valley team.
He also played in Bomaderry’s first grade side. His nieces spoke with affection about their
After moving to Berry he became a keen golfer. holidays on the family farm and the fun
He gave a lifetime of belonging and service to
provided by their Uncle Gib on the tractor and
the Church of the Good Shepherd in Kangaroo around the cows.
Valley where as a committee member and
Stories were also shared about the fun and
warden he was held in high esteem and
camaraderie enjoyed by his social golf group.

The friends and family of Gib Lidbetter
were saddened by his passing on June
30, 2008, after his gallant fight against
cancer.
Born at Grahams Road in 1931 he became
a fourth generation farmer in Kangaroo
Valley. He was a founding member of the
association that formed a co-op to grow
and market Kangaroo Valley rye grass.

Following his diagnosis with cancer Gib was
hospitalised in Wollongong and Berry where
he had a constant stream of visitors.
During this time his cheerfulness and calm
acceptance was a great witness to his faith in
Jesus.
Bob Dunn

Working bees offer a chance to be a part of the Valley’s rich history
Beginning on August 5, "in the absence of a
Men's Shed in Kangaroo Valley," there will be
a working bee at the Museum on the first
Tuesday of each month.
Beginning at 9.00am and under the guidance of
our retired builder/Trust member, Werner Bayer
we intend to spend as much time as we can
updating and repairing the buildings, restoring
the machinery, labelling items and generally
giving the Museum a facelift.
On the job list are repairs to the windmill, the
building of a demonstration pit saw, and many
other ideas to be implemented.
Of course the restoration of the George Walker
Bridge continues when weather and labour
permits. WELCOME to Peter Dumbrel and
Bruce Ramsay who, with Dave Selby,
Colin Pender, Bruno Henke, Keith Nelson,
Logan Apperley put the bridge poles into
position ready for concreting next week.
CONTACT Werner 4465-1058 or
Elaine 4465 2026 IF YOU CAN SPARE ANY
TIME ON ANY DAY TO HELP US. YOU
WILL BE GIVEN MORNING TEA
AND MEET NEW FRIENDS.
Cheers Elaine Apperley

An opportunity for friendship and fulfillment: the Pioneer Farm working bee camraderie

Shane Rose selected for 2008 Olympics
A great follow up to our July story about the
aspirations of Valley horseman Shane Rose and
the tantalising wait to hear it confirmed that all
his years of training and hard work, the
overcoming of setbacks and injuries to his horses
and himself had been rewarded, with selection in
the Australian Equestrian team for the 2008
Beijing Olympics.

Shane will travel to Hong Kong (where the equestrian
events are scheduled because of quarantine neccessities)
quite soon now and will have a family cheer squad
including parents John and Penny Rose of Wattamolla.
Our research indicates that Shane is the first Valley resident
ever selected for the Olympics and although he now lives
and works in Camden he spent his formative years in the
Valley and received his initial riding training and skills
here. Well done Shane and good luck for the Games.
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proper response, from Michael Daley MP,
arrived dated 12 June.
(Continued from page 2)
This does not seem to have been copied to you.
is a certain snobbishness against the serving of Tony Barnett to Matt Brown, 4 July
Our complaint to the Minister was that it is
this tasty mammal which makes an enjoyable
Your recent electorate letter claims as a local
impossible for large trucks to negotiate the
meal.
benefit the allocation in the State budget of
curves on Moss Vale Road on Cambewarra and
Further more in addition to being tasty with a
$800,000 for "Hampden Bridge Upgrade".
Barrengarry Mountains without crossing
unique delicate flavour it is also low in
unbroken double lines; large trucks must thus, it
I believe the majority of Kangaroo
cholesterol forming fats, low in calorific
appears, break the law and endanger the safety
Valley
residents
share
my
view
that
this
content and naturally organic.
of other road users. Mr Daley replied:
allocation
represents
a
benefit,
not
for
the
local
One criticism of rabbit is it tends to be dry but
”Generally the road widths allow for the
community,
but
for
the
trucking
industry.
this is not a deterrent as both flavour and
operation of standard heavy vehicles to operate
Were
it
not
for
the
fact
that
the
RTA,
despite
texture are enhanced by over night marinating
repeated representations from our community, along the route and appropriate delineation and
in a mixture of vinegar, water and crushed
line marking is [sic] in place along the majority
persists in allowing overweight trucks to use
garlic.
of the length of the road”.
Moss Vale Road, Hampden Bridge would not
The spectrum of rabbit receipes is impressive
This simply denies the fact commonly observed
require
an
"upgrade".
and includes rabbit pie, rabbit stew, rabbit in
by all regular users of the road.
red wine and prune sauce (Spanish rabbit),
If you care to respond to this email by 21 July, I ”I am advised that there are a number of ‘pinch
Lapin au poivreons, rabbit with cider and
shall ask the editor to publish both in the
points’ along the route and in some, but not all
calvados, coniglio al furno, rabbit curry and
August issue of the Kangaroo Valley Voice.
of these locations the centre line marking is not
even rabbit cassoulet.
in place, indicating vehicles can travel utilising
Matt
Brown
to
Tony
Barnett,
18
July
Finally if you are persuaded, always ask the
the areas outside of a standard lane width. The
butcher to cut it up into six pieces unless you
Not too sure what you mean by respond?
RTA will develop options to improve these
intend to roast it whole.
If there is evidence of trucks not observing the
locations”.
According to a Google source on my lap top
weight limit, I would be happy to take this up
Presumably, when the centre line marking is in
the rabbit population of Australia is in excess
with the RTA.
place a vehicle must cross the lines (I suppose
of 100 million!
that is what ‘pinch point’ means), contradicting
As far as the bridge is concerned, the Govt
It seems a shame and a waste to ignore this
the previous sentence - and improving the
recognises the historical aspect of the bridge
gourmet potential because of some out dated
and is committed to road safety on that section locations means removing line marking so that
and irrational stigma!
of Moss Vale Rd as was evidenced by the RTA trucks can continue to cross to the other side,
Surely the French, Italians, English and
though now legally.
improving signage and line markings after my
Spanish palates can’t be much different to
The letter goes on to say that, where heavy
reps on your behalf.
ours.
vehicles continue to cross the centre line
Tony Barnett to Matt Brown, 18 July
Perhaps Lapin Skanzi?
marking at locations where sufficient width is
John Spencer By all means take it up with the RTA, but they available in both directions, driver behaviour is
to be addressed through campaigns and liaison
have given our community little reason for
The Editor
with industry stakeholders. No mention is made
confidence.
of enforcing the law.
RTA on notice re Hampden Bridge Every resident knows that overweight trucks
We do not think that this response meets our
use Moss Vale Road, many with no reason to
Readers might be interested in the following,
concerns.
stop in Kangaroo Valley, and cross Hampden
recent exchange of emails between myself (in Bridge.
The RTA's attitude to our complaints about
felling the avenue of trees in Kangaroo Valley
The signs have not caused any noticeable
last year led some to the belief that more
difference.
support was being given to the demands of the
But most of us have better things to do than
trucking industry than to the interests of other
stand by the bridge all day, with camera at the
road users, and we fear that this is simply
ready.
Even if we did, how could we prove the weight another example. Road safety does not appear to
be a priority.
of large trucks?
Peter is presently overseas but, at the time of
In response to representations by community
writing, I am not aware of any response from
representatives, the RTA said it would follow
Matt Brown to this letter.
Tony Barnett
trucks over Cambewarra Mountain, to see if any
Secretary
were crossing the centre line.
Kangaroo Valley Community Association
A request that we be told when this was to
happen, so that the exercise could be
independently monitored has, so far as I am
aware, been ignored.
Coincidentally, on 9 July Peter Wesley-Smith, From August 8, Kangaroo Valley View
look forward to returning to our former
as President of Kangaroo Valley Community
Association, wrote the following letter to Matt meeting place - now the Jing Jo
Brown on the related subject of trucks on
Restaurant, in the capable hands of
Cambewarra & Barrengarry Mountains:
David and Chai.
You may remember that, by email on 14
Our meetings commence at 12 noon and
February this year, I copied to you my letter to
are followed by a delicious lunch and an
Mr Roozendaal as Minister for Roads about the
interesting speaker
use by heavy vehicles on Moss Vale Road. In
that letter I noted that previous correspondence We welcome guests at any meeting, but prior
notice must be given for catering arrangements.
on 13 July 2007 had received an
Betty Allen is the lady to call on 4465 1154 if
acknowledgement but no substantive reply.
This time we were assured that a reply would be you wish to attend.
You are assured of a warm and friendly
received within six weeks, even though the
original inquiry was more than six months old. welcome.
Elaine Riedel President.
Again we waited, somewhat impatiently, until a

Letters to the Editor (continued)

my personal capacity) and Matt Brown, MP for
Kiama, on the subject of Hampden Bridge:

Old home— new name

August 2008

Kangaroo Valley Voice

Page 5

Bastille day brings out some interesting characters from French history
July 14, (Bastille Day) is generally a
good excuse to enjoy fine food and
classic wines and 2008 was no different.
There may well have been eyebrows raised
as Louis XV and Marie Antoinette
ventured forth for their celebratory repast,
just a short stroll along Moss Vale Road.
That’s where they met up with Henri Matisse
(centre of photograph) as well as Charles De
Gaulle, Edith Piaf, Maurice Chevalier and other
icons of things French.
We welcome the chance to demonstrate the rich
variety of taste and enjoyment of valley life
with classic timeless snaps like this.
kvvoice@shoal.net.au

Calender project
needs input
The 2009 Kangaroo Valley Calendar
is progressing well.
To make it a true Valley effort, we need to
include the dates for 2009 that are already
decided, such as festival dates, regular
events such as dances and trivia nights.
All these dates need to be received
by August 30.

Please contact Belinda Webster at
belindaw@iinet.net.au or the Voice.

Museum attendances
healthy increase
Our treasurer Bruno Henke reported to the
July meeting of the Trust that the total
visitors from November 2002, when the
present Trust took office, were 2,044 and over
the intervening years the numbers have
increased to 4,178.
In 2002 our adult bus groups brought 82
people to visit, from then till 2007/2008 year,
THANKS to Lee Sharam who looks after the
goup bookings and visits our numbers have
increased to 460 adults. Our THANKS to all
those people who have volunteered for office
duty over this time and to all those who have
contributed financially and with their time to
assist us in turning the Park into a financially
viable and important historical record
of pioneer life in Kangaroo Valley.
Elaine Apperley

Storage required
After downsizing, we now have a
surplus of furniture and would like
some space to store same, in a dry
and easily accessible situation.
About a dozen pieces in all, plus a
set of chairs
Please call Carl on
44 651 621 if you have a suitable
space we could rent.

A.P.Sparke & Broad
(Established 1897)

Solicitors & Attorneys
OBJECTIVE, INDEPENDENT
ADVICE FOR ALL YOUR
LEGAL MATTERS
Contact: Philip Broad
31 Moss Street, NOWRA, NSW 2541
Telephone: (02) 4421 7688
Incorporating the practices of
Alan C. Peters. Phelps & Brown and LFJ Norman
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“Pathways are a great assett for the whole community”
Rosemary and Paul Searle from
Barrengarry made this comment when
they made their donation to Ron Bower,
the Project Manager for the Pathways.
Ron was delighted to receive this particular
donation as Rosemary and Paul come to
Kangaroo Valley mainly at weekends.
Their recognition of the battle to gain funding
for the project and their inability to volunteer
for working bees led them to donate.
The Pathway is progressing well and within
three weeks we should be at Bendeela Road.
The volunteers have been doing a fantastic job
and praise is being heaped on them by many
members of the community.
Council has allocated $30,000 which will take
us to Upper River Road.

For donations to this
project please contact
Chris Treuen
0415 227 537

It would be great to
keep going to
Barrengarry Store
now that we have
momentum,and
then commence the
Showgrounds to
Nugents Creek
Road section.
If your would like
to help keep the
momentum going
please contact
Chris Treuen on
0415 227 537 or
alternatively you
may leave your
donation at
Kangaroo Valley
Post Office (please
make cheques
payable to the
Kangaroo Valley
Lions Club)
Bryan Barger

PUBLIC NOTICE
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (now a division of the Department of
Environment and Climate Change) are conducting a 1 week per month 1080
Fox Baiting Program in the Kangaroo Valley and Bugong Areas. Baiting is
conducted on various private properties, National Parks estate, Sydney
Catchment Authority estate and Crown land. All properties being baited are
sign posted with the dates of each baiting session.
Dog owners are asked to ensure their dogs do not wander as dogs are highly
susceptible to 1080 poisoning.

A different situation for
funding Nowra projects

After lengthy planning and consultation,
work on the $550,000 state-of-art Nowra
Skate and BMX Park at the southern end of
Harry Sawkins Park has finally begun.
The concept, from Convic Design, came about
after the Skate Park Advisory Committee
reviewed the results of a survey in January 2007
and then adopted a range of guidelines to turn
the ideas into a skate park.
For any further information please contact Melinda Norton
“Council is proud to have such a fantastic,
or Alison Prentice at the DECC Highlands Area Office,
functionally designed skate park in the works.
Fitzroy Falls on (02) 4887 8244.
This park will provide a great opportunity and
challenge for many skaters and bikers, and
allow beginners to hone their skills,” Clr
Watson, Mayor of Shaven City has said.
The project began in late 2006, after Council
liaised with community and business members
Shop 12 Alexandra Street, Berry. and the skating and biking community on
PH: 02 4464 1110 concepts for a skating and BMX park.
Council has allocated $556,800
to build the new facility.
ONLY 20 MINUTES DRIVE The park will include a BMX run, a 4.8m half
pipe, landscaping, picnic shelter, pathway and
car park.
Fencing along the Princes Highway and
McGrath Avenue frontage will promote the
safety of all users of the park.
Clr Watson believes this project is money well
“The community will benefit from the
Hair & Skin Solutions For Men, Women & Children. spent:
park being accessible and accommodating to all
ages and skill levels. The features of this park
open doors for children to learn to skate here,
Monday - Friday 8:45 am - 6:00 pm
and even invite professional skate and BMX
icons to hold workshops and demonstrations
Saturday 8:45 am - 4:00 pm
with local aspiring skaters and bikers.”
A local company, Wellco Developments Pty
Late Nights Tuesday & Thursday Until 8:00 pm
Ltd, has been contracted to deliver the project
which is expected to take16 weeks to complete.

PURE HAIR & BEAUTY
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Centre opening
was spectacular
The opening gala evening for the Shoalhaven
Entertainmrnt Centre on July 5, certainly
lived up to the promise of a diverse
presentation of quality performances in a
versatile building of excellent quality and
acoustics.
The test of a capacity audience and a tight
schedule meant an effective dress rehearsal for
the facility and the staff and the highlight
performers, Grace Knight, Peter Cousins and
Jane Rutter were enthusiastically received by
the invited audience.
The Shoalhaven Youth Orchestra also acquitted
themselves well.
A special ticket offer is on page 20.

FERnCROFT RURAL & LANDSCAPING
526C Wattamolla Rd, Wattamolla
berryjetz@bigpond.com
RURAL CONSTRUCTION, LANDSCAPE & ENVIRONMENTAL WORKS
RURAL FENCING & YARDS
WEED CONTROL AND CLEARING
EARTHWORKS & DRAINAGE
STOCK WATER SYSTEMS
ROAD WORKS
HORTICULTURAL AND REVEGETATION
MAINTENANCE OF GARDENS AND PROPERTY
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
EROSION AND LAND IMPROVEMENTS
PAVING

CALL US FOR NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION
Phone 0418 205 225
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capital of the ruthless conqueror
Tamerlaine; Kvira, which boasts one of the
most homogeneous collections of Islamic
architecture, is a museum city, frozen in
time.
In this ADFAS lecture we explore these cities
The Legacy of Tamerlaine
and meet some of the men who built them.
In Transoxiana, the land beyond the River
Tamerlaine, cruel but inspired, used the vast
Oxus, at the hub of the Great Silk Road, are resources of his far-flung empire to endow
some of the loveliest historic cities of Central cities of his land with splendid monuments.
Asia: Bukhara, the “Dome of Islam”, for
He is buried in his capital Sarmarkand in a
centuries a leading centre for artists, poets
stunningly beautiful mausoleum, beneath a
and scholars; Samarkand, the glorious
brilliant blue fluted dome.
Tamerlaine’s grandson Ulugbeb, scholar and
astronomer, built an observatory without equal
in the East or West and redesigned the elegant
Registan, the central square of Sarmarkand.
From the 16th century the land came under the
control of the Uzbeks.
Bukara experienced a golden age, and grew to
boast over 300 mosques and madrassahs.
Its emirs resided in the grim and austere Ark
Fortress, as old as the city itself.
During the 19th century, as Russian influence in
Central Asia increased, Khiva, one of the most
remote Silk Road cities and renowned as a nest
of caravan robbers and slave traders, came into
its own.
As its rulers and merchants grew rich Khiva
enjoyed an artistic renaissance – its buildings
glisten with glazed brick and tile decoration and
its woodwork is second to none.
Thursday, 14 August 2008,
Berry School of Arts at 7.30 pm
Cost: $15 non-members including supper
Lecturer is
Sue Rollin BA (Hons) MA NADFAS

Community Corner

GREAT CITIES OF ASIA:

For Valley Voice
advertising
please phone
44 651 621
KANGAROO VALLEY EARTHMOVING
(ALSO TRADING AS KANGAROO VALLEY BOBCAT & TIPPER HIRE)
ABN 24 427 N930 266

NEW WOMBAT BOBCAT. 5 TONNE IHI EXCAVATOR
VOLVO TIP TRUCK, ROAD GRADER. ROLLER
THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS COME also available, augers, trencher, rockbreaker, different sized buckets
Excavations, drainage, landscaping, small and narrow roads,
(we have the ideal grader for these roads, dam cleanin.

WE CAN CART roadbase, sand, soil,
mulch, blue metal etc (13 tonne)

Owner operators

GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE ON
44 651 172 or mobiles 0408 534 019 or 0407 786 512

ALSO NOW SUPPLYING
BUSHROCK from hand
held sizes, to display sizes
or for a large rock wall, or
the small rock wall, maybe
even rocking around your
dam edge.
Give us a call, this is
OUR SPECIALITY.
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Calling for old bras
for the McGrath Foundation
for Breast Cancer Research
If you or your friends have old BRAS in
your drawers, any condition, any size, it
would be appreciated if you could drop
them in a bag to HOMELEA
COTTAGE (Cathy’s lolly shop) Moss
Vale Road.
A group in Bundaberg North is attempting
to break the “longest bra in the world
“record.
So far they have collected 70,000 bras …they
need 130,000.
Sunday mornings are spent hooking the bras
together by this group in the back shed.
The transport company LINFOX will transport
them to Bundaberg FREE OF CHARGE.
The money raised through sponsorships is going
to the McGrath Foundation for Breast Cancer
Research.
So can you help??
Information: HEATHER KELLY 44651 608

Country Womens Association
Kangaroo Valley Branch

CWA to learn CPR
Life is still quiet for the Branch at
present.
Some of us have been unwell and others
are still recovering from surgery etc.
The Handcraft Demonstration and Sales
Day was held at Nowra Branch.
Our representative was Dawn Bright.
At the July meeting several members began
making the drawstring bags for the children
undergoing therapy for cancer.
Hopefully more members will take this up at
home.
Gayle Harvey will be taking us through CPR at
the next meeting as there are some changes in
how this is now done.
Since none of us are getting younger it is a skill
we should learn in case of need.
Our Branch International Day will be held at the
Hall on Monday August 18th.
Councillor John Anderson will be talking about
Mexico with a Power Point presentation to
assist.
The students from the School will be joining us
as usual and we hope the local community will
support their efforts.
Please come and look at the great work they do
and have afternoon tea with us all.
The cost is $6 and you are all very welcome.
Wollondilly Group will be presenting Festival
Day at the Hall on Monday September 1st.
The theme is Operatic Moments.
Come and join us as we all have great fun, the
cost is $6 and you will be entertained as never
before!!
Trust me I'm a Country woman!!
Win Palmer
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Inaugural Winter Festival well received
The Kangaroo Valley Winter Festival on
12 July was very well received, with
many visitors coming to the Valley as a
result of the Festival publicity.
No doubt the great posters helped attract
lots of attention.
Given this was the Kangaroo Valley Tourist
Association’s first such event and our
aspirations were modest, the very positive
feedback has been welcome.
Our goal was mainly to provide some fun and
entertainment, and to support local businesses.
By all accounts these ambitions were met.
The Village Market was large and diverse, with
a lovely atmosphere and a range of attractions
including a horse and carriage ride.
The Friendly Inn provided entertainment
through the day and into the night, from the
Billy Boiling contest to the bonfire and music
in the evening.
Thanks too to the Lions Club for the sausage
sizzle and to Bruno Henke who has made it his
goal to introduce Australians to the pleasures of
hot roasted chestnuts; given the demand it
seems he’s off to a good start.
Stalls in town sold locally grown olives and
olive oil; an organ grinder fascinated both adults
and children, while the kids in particular loved
the chance to check out the fire truck; you could
find out about your future from the Tarot card
reader and bagpipes and dulcimer music added
to the atmosphere.
The night proved too chilly to tempt many late
night shoppers, especially as there was a chance

Hot chestnuts
hit the spot
I had a great time roasting chestnuts at
the festival.
They sold like hotcakes, quite to my surprise.
There were customers from countries like Spain,

Italy, Portugal, England, Croatia, Russia,
Vietnam and China where roasted chestnuts are
a tradition and people are passionate about them
and to the smell in the air.

to attend the bush dance or listen to music in
the pub, but free hot mulled wine lured a
number into the shops and galleries.
Thanks for the support for this community
event.
The Kangaroo Valley Tourist Association
would like to hear your feedback and will be
discussing further similar events for
Christmas and next winter.
Please contact Wendy Caird at
kvcollections@bigpond.com with your
thoughts.
Wendy Caird
But to my great surprise about half the
customers were Australians who tasted them for
the first time.
For most of them it was a brave experience.
I loved to chat with them and might consider
having a regular stall at the Kangaroo Valley
Markets during the winter months, when the
nuts are available.
Bruno Henke
Photos: Bruno at work (top) Elisabeth also (below)

May I help?

As your Federal member, it is my role to
facilitate and assist you and your family
with any concerns you have, please ring me on
4423 1782 or toll free on 1300 301 790
I regularly visit Kangaroo Valley
and am more than happy to call or visit
you if you cannot get to my office.

Joanna Gash MP
Federal Member for Gilmore
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Service to the community is Lions aim
Recently the Lions Club held their
“changeover” dinner where the new
office bearers asumed the positions and
responsibilities to which they had been
elected.
As the Voice provides space each month to
cover the Lions activities, we thought it
timely to ask the incoming President
Jason Horton some questions about the
structure and purpose of Lions and how
he sees the continued relevance of Lions
to the community they serve.

The Lions Club members work on many
projects and they enjoy them more when they
are local.
One that I particularly love is the zone picnic.
People of all ages come from group homes and
have a party at Moss Vale show grounds.
The happy faces of those who are part of the
zone picnic last for many weeks afterwards.
I have been a few times now and I know that
some members also find it very rewarding.
Others who cannot attend the zone picnic are
involved in Anzac day and other activities like
BBQ’s and Mowing.
Members choose their level of involvement?
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need to be extended an invitation from an
existing member.
The invitation is not about selectively choosing
members; it is rather supporting those who have
a desire to join in better understanding what it
means to be a Lion.
We also ask that a new potential member comes
to one of our meetings to see for themselves
before they complete a membership form.
We are always happy to welcome new members
and know that when providing service to others
that we are putting something back into the
community which we have all come to love.
Does it cost anything?

In dollars terms each member pays an annual
subscription for membership.
Does Kangaroo Valley raise a lot of money?
The other cost is time.
Kangaroo Valley Lions Club was chartered in
All time spent by members of the local club is
Kangaroo
Valley
residents
have
always
1989 and has been a vital part of the
volunteered.
supported the local club and the money raised
community since.
The amount of time that you volunteer is
goes
back
into
the
local
or
wider
community,
In essence a service club with the aim of
entirely up to you.
serving the community in whichever practical either directly or indirectly through local,
There are no minimum hours that you must
national
and
international
projects.
way it can, Kangaroo Valley is just one of
adhere to.
The club is always looking for local projects
many thousands of clubs that can now be
Lions is a voluntary activity and it is accepted
where we can support others in the local
found in over 210 countries.
that some of us have more time than others and
community.
therefore can contribute more.
How does it serve?
At the moment I am doing a lot of my work in
Why does someone join Lions?
WA so I don’t spend as much time as I would
In physical ways by providing labour for
projects, firewood to the elderly around us who I am sure that people join Lions for a number of like but then I am no different to many other
reasons, but nothing is more rewarding than
residents who spend time in Sydney or Canberra
can no longer swing an axe, and sometimes
seeing a better community because of the
for work.
financially through grants for specific events
efforts of your neighbors.
and causes.
I can really only talk for myself but I joined as I What if someone wanted to know more?
The best person to contact is the Club Secretary,
saw the good work that they were doing in
Is there anything on the books at the
Lyn Obern and you can contact her on
Kangaroo Valley and felt that I wanted to
moment?
02 4465 1391 or you can contact me directly on
contribute also.
Lions are keen to help with the Pathways
0411 151 639.
Action Group and the new BMX track, and of Who can be a member?
Even though I am 2500 km away Lyn and I
course continue with their other long standing
speak regularly so between us we should be able
Membership is open to all people of the
commitments to the residents of Kangaroo
to answer any question.
community
in
good
standing.
Valley.
Those being the Swimming Pool, Community Kangaroo Valley Lions is a club that allows
both men and women to join.
Centre, KV Show Kiosk, Driver Reviver and
Leonine News
footpath mowing just to name a few.
Are there any restrictions on membership?
What is Lions?

Are there any projects that you prefer?

There is a requirement that all new members

Swimming Pool – Success at last!
Our formal tender was not accepted, but
Kangaroo Valley Lions Club has
succeeded in negotiating with
Shoalhaven City Council a new licence to
manage our local swimming pool for a
further five years.
Even better, our new licence will enable us (at
Lions’ cost) to incorporate into the pool area
part of the vacant land behind the Police Station,
to provide more space for relaxation and
recreation.
In view of the difficulties in keeping sand out of
the pool, we may have to construct a volleyball
court (rather than a beach volleyball court as
planned), but we will definitely be providing a
new facility for those who like to take their
exercise on dry land as well as (or instead of) in
water.
Subject to the weather and availability of
volunteer labour, we hope to have the facility
ready for the opening of the pool season in early
November.
As always, we aim to recruit our lifeguards from
our local community.
Please see the notice on page 25 Tony Barnett
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The Sixth Annual Kangaroo Valley
Buster Keaton Silent Movie Festival
We hear references in the musical
accompaniment to what's happening on the
screen - snatches from "I'm Forever Blowing
Bubbles", for example, during an underwater
scene in "The Navigator" [1924], seen here in
2003.
The show is being presented in Kangaroo
Valley Hall at 7.30 pm on Saturday August 30.
Tickets: $25/$5 (concession - children under 16
For example, in the climax of this year's feature, only) from the supermarket.
"The Seven Chances" [1925], he dodges
A fund-raiser for projects in East Timor, it is
boulders in an avalanche as he runs to escape
being presented by The Kangaroo Valleyhundreds of potential brides, never once losing Remexio Partnership, which was responsible
his trademark deadpan.
for the recent concert here by The Idea of
As an actor, Keaton performed amazing stunts, North.
yet he was always graceful, always gentle.
see www.shoalhaven.net.au/~mwsmith/bk2008
Much of his humour is subtle, often abstract,
Martin Wesley-Smith Robert Constable who is making a special trip
from New Zealand to perform at the Festival
appealing to kids as well as to grown-ups.
In the climax of "Our Hospitality" [1923],
which we saw here in 2005, he was attached to
an underwater cable as he was being swept
downstream towards a waterfall.
During filming the cable broke, and he barely
escaped with his life.
It was one of many brushes with death.
By the end of the 1920s Keaton had become the
most versatile star of the silent movie era,
excelling as actor, comedian, stuntman, writer
and director.
Robert Constable the musician forms a true
audio-visual partnership with Keaton the actor,
his live, improvised music providing a
soundscape for Keaton's images.

On the 30th of this month, brilliant
pianist Robert Constable will come to
Kangaroo Valley from New Zealand
with a new selection of Buster Keaton
movies for yet another evening of charm
and delight.
Buster Keaton was a master of deadpan
physical comedy.

Calling all green
and gold champions

This August, as feats of courage,
endurance and strength are played out
in Beijing, a different type of Green and
Gold Champion will be working to make
a difference to the lives of those touched
by cancer in your own community.
Cancer Council is calling on local residents to
proudly support the green and gold of the
daffodil by selling goodies through the month of
(Continued on page 13)
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Some of the
French
pilgrims
visiting
Kangaroo
Valley for
World Youth Day came to visit us at
pre school.

Kangaroo Valley Voice
They read stories to us in French.
We heard “Where’s Spot?” (Ou est Spot mon
petit Chien?) and the “Three little Pigs” (Les
trios petits Cochons)
The children listened very carefully to this
special story reading.
We are back from holidays and very busy with
lots of pre school activities.
I asked some of the children to tell me their
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favourite things to do at pre school.
Jemima - “I like making cubby houses”
Christie – “ Learning how to reading”
Emily – “I like the bikes. The ones with the
carriage on it”
Aria - “I like the horses”
Jack - “I like going home”
Maddy- “I like playing”
Phoebe- “Jumping. The trampoline”

August 2008

Kangaroo Valley Voice

Page 13

The Sadness of the Outback
Travelling with the same companions
and in the same two Kombi vans we had
driven between Lahore and London in
2001, we are now camped in the red dirt
of Birdsville.
We’ve had a wonderful trip, but the
contrasts with the green lushness of
Kangaroo Valley are striking.
However, we didn’t have to get as far as this red
desert to realise that.
One night we had set up camp just outside a
small town in the outback northwest of NSW.
Right on dusk we found an idyllic spot on the
banks of the river.
In the dying daylight there seemed to be a larger
than life sculpture on the opposite bank, a
statuesque, Churchill like figure gazing across
the river; perhaps one of the early fathers of the
town surveying the country he had helped settle
with such hope.
But in the bright sunlight of the early morning
we could see it was just the burnt out skeleton of
a tree: hollow and dead.
It seemed to be a symbol, not only of the town,
but of the whole district.
The town itself was withering. There had once
been a bank with a staff of five in a street full of
thriving businesses.
The day we were there the hardware/general
store closed its doors.
There were still a grocery store, a butcher, a
service station and the pub, but no one knows
for how much longer.
It didn’t take us long to see why the town was
dying. We had been invited to visit an 18,000

acre property about 18 kms out of town.
Although the country looked pretty good after
the rain earlier in the year, the years of drought
and hardship were everywhere evident, in the
state of repair of the infrastructure and, not
least, in the face of Bill, the property owner.
He and his family were really suffering,
watching a family’s history slip away as they
struggled to keep going for another year.
Fifty years ago this place had been alive, with
family and friends and workers coming and
going, tennis parties on the now vanished court,
drovers and shearers and station hands all part
of a vibrant society.
Now Bill and his wife and two children aged 9
and 7 struggle alone. They do all the mustering
on these vast acres on horseback, unaided. “If
you get lost” they tell the little kids, “ride until
you find a fence, and then follow it until you
come to a gate and wait there.”
The reason we were out here was to visit a
neighbouring property, now owned by Bill,
where Chris had jackarooed as a boy of 17,
more than 50 years ago.
He, too, had done it hard, being sent out on his
own with just a horse and dog for company, to
ride the fences, repairing them as necessary and
setting up a lonely camp each night.
But when he returned to the homestead he
would be looked after by the station owner and
his wife, and there were always tennis parties to
the neighbouring property for social interaction.
The homestead had been rambling and very
comfortable, not grand, with a beautiful garden
out the front lovingly looked after by Mrs. C.
Fifty years later the house is disintegrating;

Reflections

windows
shattered, floor
boards missing,
the living room
floor covered in
the detriment of
old cattle
droppings and
scattered with
bones, probably
dragged in by
wild dogs.
The garden has
by Jenelle Brangwin
been taken over
by box thorns and prickly pear is reapp
earing. The only survivor is a large jacaranda
still shading the side of the house. The house
tank is the final symbol of defeat: rusted,
sagging and empty.
We were told there were homes like this all
over the district.
The properties have been bought up by large
corporations or by neighboring families and
the homesteads just abandoned.
The spirit that settled this land is still there.
It is struggling, often daunted, but not entirely
bowed. It is shown not only in the
hardworking, often despairing, men of the
country, but even more in their wives, who so
often seem to provide the strength to keep
family and home together.
As we left Bill and his family,
rain clouds were rolling up.
“Just a couple of days’ rain and this year
we’ll be able to get a wheat crop.
Then we might get back on our feet.”

you can help bring hope for a cancer free
future,” Mrs Bower added.
To find out more or to donate, call 1300 65 65
(Continued from page 11)
August, or volunteering at an on-the-day site for “You don’t need to be an Olympic champion to 85 or visit www.daffodilday.com.au.
make a difference.
Daffodil Day, the annual fundraising event
Volunteering to work on a Daffodil Day site on
that helps fund cancer research, prevention
Daffodil Day
22 August, or selling Daffodil Day goodies
and support services across the country.
Friday
22 August 2008
Approximately 300 local residents are needed to throughout the month of August is a simple way
support Daffodil Day this August to help Cancer
Council raise over $3.7 million in NSW.
“Around 3,100 people in our region are
diagnosed with cancer each year.
With 1,230 dying as a result, it is important we
do everything we can to help local residents
who are struggling because of cancer,” said
Tehla Bower, Community Relations
Coordinator at Cancer Council’s Southern
regional office.
“Last year residents from Southern NSW raised
over $270,000 which was a fantastic effort.
These vital funds assist Cancer Council in its
mission to defeat cancer by providing essential
services for local cancer patients and their
ABN: 48 114 801 259
families including our confidential Cancer
Helpline 13 11 20 and our telephone peer
PO Box 4050, East Nowra NSW 2541
support service Cancer Council Connect.
In addition we will invest $13 million into
Phone:
(02) 4423.3316
groundbreaking research in 2008, funding
projects in hospitals, universities and research
Fax:
(02) 4422.6073
institutes across NSW covering all types of
Email:
sswater@optusnet.com.au
cancers.
“This year we’re aiming to raise even more, and
with your help we will be able to ease the
burden of cancer in our community.

Call for champions

With your help less people will hear the words
“you have cancer”, Mrs Bower said.

Shoalhaven Spring Water Pty Ltd

Delivery to Kangaroo Valley on Fridays
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My homing thoughts
by Sean Scarisbrick

Viva la Vida
– or –
The Sun And All
His Friends
featuring:
melting – free outdoor performances
– roasts piled high – a Summer reading list
– words, words, words – God and running
– the space-time continuum and a
thunderstorm
I know I wrote recently that I’d be working on
the US Presidential Election again this month,
but forget it – right now I just couldn’t be
bothered. It’s been about eighty-five to ninety
degrees for the past week (29-32 C), and today
won’t be much different. It’s hot, smelly,
sweaty and stinky and I’m in a bit of a mood
‘cause I can’t find my new Coldplay CD, Viva
la Vida (trans: Living the Life), so the race can
wait.
It’s summertime in Western New York, and
there’s too much to do. Last week we caught a
free outdoor performance of Shakespeare’s
King Lear, and in a couple of weeks we’ll be

back for The Merry Wives of Windsor. Can you
imagine a more perfect way to enjoy the Bard
than sitting on a picnic blanket with hot bbq
chicken, bread rolls, salad and several bottles of
cold white wine? Lear wasn’t too bad –
especially once we scootched up nice and close
to see the actor’s expressions. Even Isobel (3
years) and Molly (15 months) find ways to sit
through it.
Kind of.
On top of Lear, we caught Blue Rodeo
(Canadian folk-country legends) and Steve
Riley and the Mamou Playboys on consecutive
nights at an outdoor amphitheatre overlooking
the ruggedly spectacular Niagara Gorge. The
concerts were free, subsidized by parking fees
and food and beverage sales.
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A dark ridge of clouds tramps in from the west
and my house spreads open her doors, searching
for a cross-breeze. A fan whirrs above my head,
and although the upstairs air conditioner is on, I
can’t feel it down here.
At least I found my CD.
Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall (oops, Autumn!)
– Every season is a season for reading books.
I’ve been known to hole-up in the quietest
corner of a noisy pub for the cool or the warmth,
depending upon the season, and right now I’m
picturing myself in The Friendly Inn, curled-up
with a pint before one of the fires and it sounds
grand, even while I sweat it out here in nothing
more than my boxers.

Yesterday I read a literary interview between
Zadie Smith and Ian McEwan at my local airThe Niagara Region is economically subdued,
conditioned coffeehouse. A signed copy of
to put it mildly, but it does have a brutal winter, Smith’s On Beauty is on my bedside table, as is
so we squeeze the summers for fun with an
Illywhacker by Peter Carey and The Tyranny of
outsized passion. Beyond four to five free live Distance by Geoffrey Blainey. Right now I’m
performances a week, there are a half dozen
working through the Australia classic Robbery
separate ethnic festivals and the legendary
Under Arms, which I wouldn’t call a great book
Allentown Arts Festival, which brings in a half – Boldrewood’s a bit too raw for that – but the
million visitors each year. The weight of ‘stuff novel is undoubtedly important. Marcus Zusak’s
to do’ is overwhelming, and Laura, the kids and The Book Thief, however, is a great
I will only get to enjoy a smattering of it.
achievement. I’m re-reading it this summer
because it is brilliant, and I am in the process of
I sketched out this month’s first draft on the
getting it on my school district’s approved
front porch (oops, verandah!) with a cold beer
reading list.
sweating out condensation, and a million
cicadas chirping in the trees. Before picking up Hmmm – that’s two thousand pages before I go
the pen, I flipped through the pages of July’s
back to school. Words, words, words. Forty six
Voice to try catch the Valley’s mood, and was
pages a day. But I can do it, even with a
delighted (and somewhat bemused) to read
bathroom to renovate, classes to teach, a four
about the plans for Christmas in July
thousand mile road trip, and two girls and a wife
celebrations. Trust me – living over here I’ve
to love.
learned that cold weather really is the best
Maybe.
weather for our traditional Christmas food:
roasts piled high with steaming vegetables and Here’s a final thought: working on the idea that
God exists outside of the space-time continuum
boats of gravy and booming glasses of gutsy
Aussie reds. That said, I do hope that those who I’m going to head out on a limb and ask all
those with a praying bone in their body to send
gave it a go enjoyed the experience.
one up for me tomorrow. I’m running a halfBut the idea of celebrating Christmas now has
marathon (13.1 miles – 22 km) down in
put my head in a twist: me being over here
Pennsylvania, and rushed as I am with all the
imaging you over there enjoying a chilly
fun going on, my training has been spotty.
Christmas feast while this sweltering week feels
I’m worried I’ll pull a Wicked Witch and melt
like Summer back home has me remembering
amidst the humidity.
how Aussies celebrate Christmas. It takes a
certain admirable Australian pigheadedness to
This season is full of ironies. My Grandma
persist with these traditions in the middle of
turned eighty-eight last week, while a dear
Summer.
friend of ours over the border (in Canada)
Bah – perhaps a cold beer from the fridge will
help me straighten things out.

Dr Bob in the Valley
Dr Bob Sims MB, BS
Travel Medicine Specialist and Family Physician
Shop 3, The Strand, 162 Moss Vale Road Kangaroo Valley 2577

NEW SURGERY HOURS:
Monday to Wednesday 9-30am – 12-30pm: 1-30 pm –4-30 pm
Closed Thursdays; Friday 1pm-5pm
By appointment
Tel: 4465 1966

passed away after an eleven year battle with
cancer. She was just 34 years old, but had the
grace to go gently. Here in Youngstown I’m
living the life and sweltering, while y’all over
there celebrate Christmas in July.
Hear that? Outside a thunderstorm rolls in to
water my garden. The temperature is dropping.
It is a prodigal summer, and by the time you
read this in your chilly August I’ll be picking
tomatoes and zucchinis, saving seeds in
preparation for the next vibrant growing season.
The Kookaburra

For Valley Voice advertising
please phone
44 651 621
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The schools in Keogh’s Road and Walkers Lane
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Kangaroo Tales

By Joan Bray
was granted in March 1883, opened in July
1883 and had Public status by March 1884.
This school was called Cranbrook and Elizabeth The last teacher was Mary Olde who was in
charge from 1891-1921 and before her there
Thompson was Mistress.
were Elizabeth Carson, Walter Craig, and
You may remember that ‘Provisional schools’
Clotilda Purcell.
were funded by the then Council of Education
after the community had provided the building. Notable families to attend this school were the
They were originally set up when the number of Walker, East, Mc Lean, Kenny, Huxley,
The conclusions that we have come to may not
students was between nine and fifteen and were Bennett, Rutledge, Wrights Fuller, Leary,
McInerheny, Randall, Graham, and Condon.
be completely correct but given the data, some sometimes staffed by untrained teachers.
What happened to the Cranbrook school
knowledge of the way schools operated in the
From 1874-1887, other Provisional schools
building?
C19th and the lack of living students from
opened in remote areas in the Valley, so there
either, the end result reflects a determination to was probably agitation for some years from the William Huxley sold his properties, including
solve what was something of a mystery.
settlers here, before educational facilities were the forty acres with the school land, to his
granddaughter Georgina and her husband
In 1876, William and Jane Huxley, who came
available.
Donald McClean in 1893.
from Cranbrook in Kent, owned several portions The present day private home was formerly a
of land south of the road linking Kangaroo
single story brick building on William Huxley’s Donald was born at Meroo Meadows in 1864,
the son of a Scottish couple, from Isle of Skye.
Valley with Berry and east of Sawyers Creek.
property.
The area was known as Devils Glen.
He owned several portions of land in the Devils Lachlan and Catherine.
They had arrived by steam ship at Jerry Bailey
Creek area and probably suggested to the
Department that this building with two acres of in 1857 and worked as tenant farmers for
his land be used; so hastening the establishment David Berry at Meroo Meadows and Numbah:
all their children were born in the Shoalhaven
of a school.
district. Georgina Lumsden was born at
So Cranbrook came into being in 1883.
Cambewarra where her parents were
The building was not large and within a few
years became too small for the ever increasing pioneering dairy farmers. They were married in
1890.
number of children and then there was the
problem of the flooding creeks making getting Their farming activities were concentrated on
the flatter area, with a dairy, blacksmith’s shed,
to school impossible.
barns, stables, an orchard and fodder producing
During the years from 1860 to 1900, the
population of the Valley increased from 200 to paddocks.
A home for the family of eight children was
1400.
So on the Jerrunga site a new school was built, built on the higher ground above the old school
and Frederick Booth supervised the move from site.
In 1903, there was a house fire and their eldest
Cranbrook on 13th September 1886.
daughter, Elizabeth was badly burnt when her
The Jerrunga building was still in good
dress caught alight while saving her baby
condition, but needing a coat of paint, when it
was moved to Upper River, in 1922, to replace brother. She was only ten.
The house was completely destroyed by fire in
The original school building in Keogh’s Lane the old Hillcrest school.
before removal to Walkers Lane
An attempt to close Jerrunga in 1891 failed and 1920, so the family moved to the farm site and
commenced extensive alterations to the former
there were sufficient attendees to keep it open
school building.
for another thirty years.
The names given to his properties were
(Continued on page 16)
‘Cranbrook’ and ‘Yerrunga’ and Walkers Lane
and Keoghs Road together were known as
Huxleys Lane.
Other properties in the area were
‘Greenpastures’, ‘Greenvale’,’ Gadsden’,
‘Gienvana’, ‘Tarcola’, ‘Sunkist’, ‘Elenslen
Park’, ‘Orana’ and ‘Pinegrove’.
Also there was King gold field near the creek on
Martin Kenny’s property adjoining the
Huxley’s.
All have passed into history.
In July 1884, there was a Government proposal
to resume two acres from Huxley’s home
paddock.
The survey maps clearly show ‘Public School
site’, within easy walking distance off what is
now Keoghs Lane.
Groceries, Specialty breads, Delicatessen,
The Government Gazette verified the
resumption of this property from William
Eco friendly, Organic products, Frozen foods
Huxley on 8-7-1884 and the document states the
Fresh fruit and vegetables, DVD hire
name of the purchased land as Cranbrook.
These maps also show another two acre site on
Chemist lines, Video hire
the north east corner of Christopher Bennett’s
Newspapers, Magazines
property, flanking the road to Berry, as resumed
for the site of a Public School, Jerrunga.
In the centre of the village next to the hotel.
However the Department of Education records
state that permission for a ‘Provisional school’
The history of these two schools has been
a challenge: as unravelling the difference
between fact and fiction has involved
research assistance from the Department
of Lands, local people with connexions to
the area, the Education Department, and
much dogged investigation.

Kangaroo Valley
Supermarket
4465 1512

Hello and welcome to the Valley!
We have the one-stop-shop for all your
everyday and weekend needs

Moss Vale Road Kangaroo Valley
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whatever time you need to sort your problem
out. If those in the waiting room complain
because I’m running late, too bad!
Perhaps they should remember that next time
they might be the ones with the complicated
Ever since I graduated more than 33
problems that require the extra time.
years ago and maybe even before that, Always offer support.
I’ve wondered what it is that makes a
Even in the most dire of situations there is
good doctor.
always something positive to be done.
I think about it constantly, even now.
Be as available as you can.
I guess that’s a good thing – if I always think Obviously this varies according to the situation.
about it perhaps that means I’m always trying I like to think that anyone with an urgent
to lift my game.
problem will be seen on the day they make
I have no doubt that the answer is different
contact, but of course peoples’ perceptions of
depending on who you talk to.
what is urgent and what is not, vary widely.
No doubt doctors would emphasise certain
An earache in a child is urgent. So is chest pain
qualities whereas patients might emphasise
in an adult, or vomiting blood. Needing a script
others.
because you have to leave for Sydney in an
For what its worth, here are some qualities that hour for a few days away, however, is most
I feel are important:
certainly not! There have been many times
The ability to listen carefully.
when I’ve been told that I must be very busy, as
As a student I recall being told that in the vast some person or other hasn’t been able to get an
majority of cases the diagnosis should almost
appointment to see me for two or three weeks.
be evident before you even lay hands on the
This always surprises me as when I check my
patient, if you’ve taken a good history.
diary I always see that there have been many
Of course examination is important and should vacant appointments. What transpires, of
never be neglected, but nothing that has
course, is that the particular patient hasn’t been
happened to me since I was told that has made able to get an appointment AT THE
me think differently.
PARTICULAR TIME THEY WANT, as the
Give the patient the time they need!
offered times don’t fit in with preschool duties,
Yes, I know we’re all busy and I’m sure there child-minding, tennis, bushwalking, shopping,
have been many times when I’ve been guilty of hair appointments etc, etc, etc. Theres only one
“pushing people through” but when the
4pm appointment each day, one 11am, one 2pm
consulting room door closes and its just you
etc, etc and if someone else already has it, you
and me, within reason, you should be allowed can’t have it. If the problem is important, then
reschedule and reprioritise!

Keep as up to date as you can.
You owe it to yourself and your patients.
Never be scared to run tests or investigate.
Despite all the (unwarranted) scrutiny from socalled authorities about ordering unnecessary
tests I know I’d rather be accused of that than
have to live with missing a life-changing
diagnosis.
I’m sure there are many more, but the above are
just a few.
Remember that your GP is, in many ways, the
puppeteer, the one who pulls the strings, the
coordinator, and that’s as it should be.
The governments of the day like to call us “the
gatekeepers” of the medical system (but only
when it suits the government). I often find the
following analogy helpful. A bit like buying a
boat. Except that, medically, when we’re born,
we already own the boat. Call it the S.S. Kate
Green or the S.S. John Brown. You’re the
owner, but you haven’t got a clue how to run the
boat (yeah, I know, if its S.S., it should probably
be ship, not boat). So you employ a skipper.
Medically, that’s your GP. He or she runs it for
you, and if something goes wrong in a particular
area, the engineer, or the boilermaker, or the
telecommunications expert, gets called in.
They’re the specialists. But when they’ve fixed
whatever problem it was, they hand control back
to the skipper, and that’s as it should be.
Does that help?

being established. Margaret Heddles remembers
seeing the plaque when she visited her cousins
and Daryl Mc Lean has several photographs
verifying that date.
We can only assume the artisan was Donald and
this was his way of preserving the memory of
the old school after the extensions had
dramatically altered its appearance.
In March 1925, the Education Department sold
the two acre school site to the Mc Lean family
for 50 pounds.

Huxleys Lane was changed to McLeans Lane
and today there are the divisions of Walkers
Lane and Keoghs Road.
After Georgina and Donald died, the property
was left to their twin boys, Bob and Jim.
They and their wives shared the accommodation
at the renovated school house and worked the
farm for some years before selling to Keith
Soper.
He was a dairyman and also bred race horses.
The Soper family originally came from Exeter,
Devonin the UK.
They were farmers at Cambewarra, from the
1850’s and friends with the Nugents who owned
the first Post Office and General Store and the
Casons who operated a Cartage and Livery
business in the Village.
The Sopers were related by marriage to a
descendant of the renowned Mary Reiby and to
Thomas Maguire, a pioneer in the Valley, who
gave his name to the early village of Maguire,
near the Cemetery.
The history of the early families in Kangaroo
Valley has an amazing tendency to be inter
twined!
Keith Soper sold to Dr and Mrs Anderson in
1971, who loved the serenity of the site, the
spring display of fields of daffodils and the
beautiful trees planted by the Mc Lean family.
They and Giles and Elizabeth Wadham, who
purchased the property in 1982, spent time and
energy substantially altering the house.
It remains today, beautifully renovated by the
current owner in its tranquil setting with the
memory of children’s laughter adding to the
ambience.

Medical Musts
and Mentions

Kangaroo Tales
(Continued from page 15)

Additions of bedrooms, living spaces and a
bathroom were made, plus a roomy fireplace
and chimney built.
On the outside of this fireplace was placed a
cement moulded plaque. ‘PUBLIC SCHOOL
1890’.
It is interesting that this was the year that
Georgina and Donald married and was
probably a ‘guess’ at the time of Cranbrook

Talk to you next month.
DR BOB IN THE VALLEY.

(Continued on page 17)
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Trivia in transit
This year the Kangaroo Valley Public
School P&C’s Trivia night on Saturday,
September 6th will celebrate the
sophistication and excitement of Air
Travel in the 1960’s.
It was a breathtaking time when everyone
smoked (both on and off the ground), when
flight attendants were trolley dollies (all
unmarried and size 8) and it was de
rigueur for a little double entendre with
your in-flight scotch.

These are to be checked in at the TTL Galley
Kitchen for distribution throughout the evening
by our team of lovely TTL Trolley Dollies.
Wine and beer will be available at the TTL
Bar.
The TTL will provide the usual rounds of brain
teasing questions, lots of hilarity and much
merrymaking.
The Lounge will also be stocked with a
comprehensive range of “Duty Free” must haves.
For those who are on the lookout for that special
item the Hostie in Red is sure to have the VIP
Souvenir you’ve always dreamed of.
Remember that a group is 8 people

So what does it all
mean and what is
Ticket Price $25….book now 0408167970,
expected of the
September 6 is not far away.
1960’s traveler?
First step is to make
your group or
individual booking
with Bianca
(0408167970) our
experienced travel
agent who will
assign you an
airline and flight
destination.
This will secure
your group a table
in the Trivia Transit Lounge (the TTL).
Your table can either choose (or not) to dress up
in the appropriate garb for your destination (e.g.
poncho for Mexico) or come as a sixties traveler
clutching a much needed piece of hand luggage.
Bianca will also offer advice on in-flight meal
requirements.
This year we are requesting that everyone bring
a plate of canapés (finger food) with them.

Kangaroo Tales
(Continued from page 16)

My thanks to the Kangaroo Valley Historical
Society, Shoalhaven Library, Department of
Education, Quietta Starling, Brian Kenny [his
family were neighbours of the McLeans],
Dr and Mrs Anderson, Sheila Mc Lean and her
son Darryl, Phyllis Kendall, Margaret Heddles
for her tireless pursuit of survey maps and to
Wes Mc Pherson from the Lands Department
for his research and generous contribution to
helping me make some sense of the ‘two
schools mystery’.
There are a number of families still living in the
Community who have unbroken historical links
over several generations with the Kangaroo
Valley Primary School.
This proud heritage includes the descendants of
the Chittick, Walker, Wright, Gerrey, Cochrane,
Nelson and Good families.
Gail and Garth Chittick have an interesting
snippet.
Their grandsons, Matthew and Nicholas are 4th
generation attendees at the local school and
Garth’s mother, Edith Snodgrass taught there.
The Chitticks and the Nelsons are related
through their grandparents.
If I have omitted to acknowledge other families
I should be delighted to have updates to this
story.
Joan Bray
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www.kangaroovalleyharcourts.com.au

Auction
The advantages of auction are numerous and it is generally considered the best
way to sell your property. Handled by skilled professionals, marketing your
property by auction enables genuine buyers to act and the only method of selling
that promotes buyer competition ethically.
Expressions of interest (Tender)
Popular amongst agents without the skills to run an auction. Like auctions it is a
great way of profiling your property without having to list a price. Buyers have only
one opportunity to put forward their most competitive bid.
Private treaty
The common method of sale but not necessarily the best. By listing your property
for sale with an advertised price you run the risk of over pricing your property.
Some agents over price property to win your business. If you have your property
on the market too high it will sit there, (especially in this market). The longer it sits
there the lesser price you will achieve.
Harcourts are the only agents in the Northern Shoalhaven trained in all areas
of marketing your property. For further advice, call us on 4465 1996 we are
open 7 days

Dress your home for success
While every property has its good points
most have aspects that would benefit
from improvement. With a little thought
and energy you can make the most of
the good points and cover up the less
appealing aspects. Presentation is
everything…. and it’s often what sells
the emotional appeal of a property.
Follow these tips and you can make an
instant positive impression.
!" Ensure your pets are secured so
they wont annoy visitors.
!" Attend to any little maintenance jobs
such as sticking doors or dripping taps
!" A general spring clean will freshen
the look and the air.
!" Ensure your kitchen is spotless
!" The aroma of coffee or freshly baked
bread will convey the impression that
your home is to there to be enjoyed.
!" Bathrooms and toilets should be
gleaming. Scented soaps add a nice
touch.
!" Make sure wardrobes are tidy to
highlight a sense of space
!" Mirrors in small rooms can also
convey a sense of spaciousness.
!" Place freshly cut flowers through the
home
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!" Interesting artworks or books can
encourage visitors to linger.
!" Turn off the radio or TV in favour of
a restful CD
!" Make sure the temperature
inside is comfortable.
!"
Don’t hover around, it may make
visitors uncomfortable
Your Harcourts consultant knows
what the buyer is looking for and how
to present your home. Above all
remember that a long inspection is a
good inspection.

OPEN HOMES

129 Moss Vale Road
Sunday 1.30-2.30pm

18 Mt Scanzi Road
Sunday 12noon-1pm

PRICE REDUCED
$695,000

The best way to sell your home
Your fresh and enthusiastic award
winning team at Harcourts has only one
aim when listing your property to do
everything possible to sell it for the best
possible price within the shortest
possible time. This process starts by
selecting the marketing option that best
suits your home.
With the market conditions changing
daily at the moment and with no two
properties the same there is never one
tried and true method of selling . The
type of property you wish to sell and
the timeframe in which you want to do
it ultimately determine the most
appropriate and effective marketing
strategy.

65 Walkers Lane
The award winning team at
KANGAROO VALLEY
HARCOURTS
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Left: Crowded
house on the
opening night of
the Shoalhaven
Entertainment
Centre in Nowra.
Right: One of the
most warmly
received acts was
the Shoalhaven
Youth Orchestra
who played with
great assurance,
intensity and
competence.

With reference to our front page story, the Editorial on page 2 and stories on page 6. Thank you Sally

Exclusive use of
100 acres with
magnificent views

The perfect setting for
Spectacular weddings
Special occasions
Group bookings
Inspirational conferences
55 Radiata Road
Kangaroo Valley
Telephone 44 651 472

For bookings
please call
(02) 8969 6704

www.kangaroovalleybushretreat.com.au
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Horticultural tour a valley gardener’s dream come true
Allan Gilden, of Upper River Road spent
some time overseas recently with the
particular focus being a Royal Garden
tour in England.
We asked Allan if he could cover his trip
for us, as a matter of interest and
assistance to fellow Valley residents who
are inspired by our setting in the
development of many great gardens within
the escarpments.
Here is his report.
After spending two magnificent weeks in Japan
I then went to Holland and taken to Keukenhof,
the largest bulb park in the world, comprising
32 hectares of park-like garden containing seven
million flower bulbs planted by hand, 4.5
million of which were tulips of 100 varieties.
The most wonderful array of tulips, hyacinths,
muscari (grape hyacinths) and fritillaria I have
seen anywhere. I discovered tulips originated in
Turkey!
I was also taken to Bloemenveiling Aalsmeer
International Flower Market into which are
flown daily, flowers from Europe, Middle East,
Uganda, Kenya and South Africa.
19 million flowers and two million plants are
sold daily by a complicated Dutch auction,
the flowers by the stem.
In 2005 turnover amounted to more than 1.7
million euros.
Thinking I had seen it all my journey took me to
England for a Royal Gardens Tour which was
organised by the Friends of the Royal Botanic

Also presenting
artworks by
Rhonda Punnet,
Sally D’Ovelle,
Sheila Young,
AF
Ming Gu,
Leah Parrish
Kirsten Deakin,
Laurie De Ville,
Janet Mulligan,
Larraine Hahlos,
Di Hamer,
Sue Williamson
Colin Williams,
Rhona Parker
and sculptures
by
Ole Nielsen
and
Eloise Lamond

10 am to 4 pm
Daily

Not oversized golf balls, these are the Biomes at the Eden Project.
Gardens of Sydney in association with Mary
Rossi Travel.
The tour started in London with a visit to Kew
Gardens, a world heritage site and formerly a
royal residence.
I was fortunate to see the Titan Arum in flower
which was growing in a pot.
It was displayed in the Princess of Wales
Conservatory and grew from seeds planted in

The Gallery

1995, taking about six years to flower.
The plant originates in the rainforests of
Sumatra and produces a very obnoxious smell.
Lunch followed at the rather whimsical
Petersham Nurseries Café overseen by
Australian chef, Skye Gyngell.
This first day ended with a visit to Chelsea
Physic Garden, the second oldest Botanic

in Kangaroo Valley

149 Moss Vale Road, telephone 44 651 621
email larraine@onaustralia.com.au

Just arrived
Exclusive
hand crafted
jewellery
by
Patrick
Duggan
Great variety of quality pieces at great value

(Continued on page 22)
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Valley gardener’s dream trip
(Continued from page 21)

Garden in Britain founded in 1673 by the
Society of Apothecaries of London so
apprentices could learn to grow medicinal
plants and study their uses.
Hatfield in Hertfordshire began the second day
of our tour.
Forty-two acres of garden, originally laid
out by John Tradescant after the house was
completed in 1611.
The layout changed considerably during the
18th century. Restoration work began in the

formal comprising walled areas, 100 year old
espaliered apple trees and a huge pigeon house
in the formal rose garden dated 1685.
The day ended with a visit to Oxford University
Botanic Garden, the oldest botanic garden in
Britain, founded in 1621.
Next on the agenda was a visit to Westonbrit
National Arboretum; 240 hectares of Cotswold
countryside where almost 30 kilometres of
pathways meander through over 17,000
temperate climate trees and shrubs.
Planted in the mid 19th century by wealthy

Knot Garden, Old Palace, Hatfield
19th century and the garden now reflects the
original Jacobean herb, knot and scented
gardens and wilderness areas.
The old palace next to Hatfield House was
used by Henry VIII to house Elizabeth and
Mary as children.
On then to Buckingham and Stowe Landscape
Garden.
The house is a private school and the 250 acres
of park gardens are now run by the National
Trust.
The garden was laid out by Charles
Bridgeman, William Kent and Capability
Brown, Brown having begun his career here as
head gardener in 1741.
A Gothic Temple and the Temple of Liberty
were among the 25 enormous structures in the
landscape.
Day’s end brought us to Oxford where we
visited Rousham, a Jacobean house built
around 1635 for the Dormer family whose
descendants are in residence.
William Kent was commissioned to remodel
the house and grounds in 1738.
Rousham represents the first phase of
English landscape design and remains
almost as Kent left it, making it one of the
few gardens to have escaped alteration.
The gardens closer to the house are more

landowner, Robert Staynor Halford, the
arboretum is a product of the great age of
Victorian plant collecting.
We were able to leave the pathways to see the
rhododendrons in a variety of colours with
underplantings of bluebells.
Stationed in Bath for a few days, we visited
Great Chalfield Manor in Wiltshire.
The manor house is surrounded by a moat and
the garden was redesigned in 1907 by Alfred
Parsons.
Drystone walls replaced sloping banks to create
terraces linked by flagstone paths.
A topiary Yew house is situated in the middle
of the lawn with a flagstone path going
through it crossways.
The garden also contained an amazing apple
house leading down to a large spring fed pond
and an orchard underplanted with Queen
Anne’s Lace.
Next to Chalfield was a field of flowering rape
seed, looking fantastic in yellow with the white
flowers of the Queen Anne’s Lace in the
foreground and the green trees on the horizon
topped by a clear blue sky.
We were treated to lunch in the Great Hall at
Chalfield by Robert Floyd and his wife, Patsy.
The house and garden are the property of the
National Trust although it still remains the

Page 22
home of Robert Floyd and his family.
Another day out of Bath and two more
magnificent homes and gardens.
Firstly Barnsley House, near Cirencester,
Gloucestershire (now a hotel) the former
home of the late Rosemary Verey, one of
Britain’s great garden designers (1918-2001),
who moved into the 17th century house of
William and Mary design in 1951.
A garden of four acres containing a pleached
laburnum walk, a small knot garden established
in 1970 and a formal potager inspired by a 17th
century garden.
There is also a larger vegetable garden which
services the needs of the hotel where we were
treated to yet another magnificent lunch.
Afterwards we waddled around Rodmarton
Manor and garden.
Built in the Arts and Crafts style, construction
commenced in 1909 and took 20 years to
complete.
Local stone was used in construction along with
local craftsmen under the direction of Ernest
Barnsley.
Furniture for the house was made from timber
grown on the property and reflects the style of
the period.
The garden was designed at the same time as the
house by Ernest Barnsley in collaboration with
the head gardener, William Scrubey and
comprises a variety of garden rooms, drystone
walled and hedged.
These rooms include a topiary garden, sunken
garden and daffodil paddock.
Herbaceous plantings border each side of a long
flagstone path.
A troughery and a very large and interesting
collection of geraniums are planted in the
leisure garden.
A great home and a beautiful garden.
Another day out from Bath for a visit to
Frogmore House set in Windsor Home Park,
owned by the Crown since 1550.
Queen Charlotte designed the garden which
incorporates a large lake, several ornamental
buildings and a rustic tea house.
There is also a mausoleum in the grounds
housing the remains of Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert.
Frogmore is only open to the public for charity
events three times a year.
We were supposed to have fitted into one of
these events but, due to the forthcoming
wedding of Princess Anne’s son, the event was
cancelled.
However I felt privileged to be allowed into
this wonderful garden and escorted by Mark
Flanagan (keeper of the gardens, Windsor
Great Park) during preparation for the
wedding of Peter Phillips and Autumn Kelly
three days later.
The next day was very special and one of the
reasons I decided to join this tour in that we
visited Highgrove House the home of the Prince
of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall.
David Howard, the head gardener, visited
Australia last year arranged by Sydney Botanic
Gardens.
I was very impressed and particularly lucky to
have David Howard take us on a tour of
Highgrove (he has since resigned and the
position of head gardener has been taken over
(Continued on page 23)
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(Continued from page 22)

by Debbie Goodenough).
I will not go into great detail but list some of the
items of interest: Thyme walk, woodland
garden with its Temple of Worthies, a wall of
gifts created from various pieces of architectural
stone, some given and others collected, thatched
tree house, the Southern Hemisphere Garden
containing two wollemi pines, azalea walk,
walled vegetable garden which supplies the
household needs, arboretum with the Prince’s
private sanctuary, wildflower meadow, sundial
garden (designed by Lady Salisbury as a rose
garden and later transformed to a black and
white garden by David Howard), terrace with
interesting terracotta pots, pergola, topiary
garden, five spheres and five cubes of English
Yew to represent the five Platonic and five
Archimedian solids, cottage garden (designed
by the Prince and Rosemary Verey (Barnsley
House), orchard with underplantings of
lavender, The Orchard Room (containing tea
room for visitors) and a gift shop (also used for
functions).
Income earned goes to the Prince’s charities.
The garden is run on organic lines.
Tetbury, near Highgrove, also has a gift shop
which retails Highgrove Organic Gin and being
an avid gin soak, I can highly recommend this
drop! (I did not make a purchase, rather a good
friend in Bristol treated me to a nip!)
Thinking it was going to be all downhill from
Highgrove I was mistaken.
Like life it just gets better.
The Lost Garden of Heligon and the Eden
Project.
Well they have certainly been found.
Having been away for six weeks I know how
quickly a garden can get lost.
Heligon (restoration overseen by Tim Smit and
his colleagues who is also responsible for the
Eden Project) near St. Austell, Cornwall, was
the seat of the Tremayne family for over 400
years and sold in 1970.
It was used as a convalescent hospital during the

first World War and a U.S. army
base in the second.
I quote from a guide book here:
“The estate was at its prime during
the Victorian era.
From the middle to the end of the
19th century, when Britain “ruled the
waves”, Her Majesty’s Navy was
roaming the oceans and bringing
back, among other things, what were
“excotica” for the great houses of
Britain to enjoy for the first time.
The imports included plants, shrubs,
trees, fruits, vegetables and animals.
We have copies of pictures of emus
on the front lawn of the house in the
1920’s and a monkey in the garden.”
Emus and monkeys have long gone.
The northern garden which includes
Flora’s Green (named after the
Roman goddess of flowers, fertility
and spring) with its spectacular
backdrop of rhododendrons, many
over 150 years old, is notable as are
the magnificent vegetable garden,
melon yard and a pineapple pit using
a compost heating system
There were also unusual bee hives,
built into a wall.
The woodland walk contained some very
interesting sculptures, two notable ones being
the Giant and Mud Maid which seemed to be
growing out of the ground and covered with
moss.
The Jungle which is a recent development is set
in a ravine where one walks down one side and
up the other.
Ornamental ponds with bridges abound.
A Gunnera forest, bananas, ginger, tree ferns,
bamboo and rhododendrons are among the
exotic plants and also a very large bromeliad in
flower (as yet unnamed but I do have a good
photo).
On to the Eden Project.
A Mediterranean and a rainforest biome (with

This is the life: Allan amongst bluebells, Westonbirt
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Titan Arum
massive waterfall) built in an old china clay pit
to prove that regeneration is possible and using
plants to remind us of our basic survival needs.
Outside the biomes the hillsides are landscaped
with a mixture of sculptures, trees, walkways,
flowers and vegetables in wonderful curving
rows to blend with the contours of the site.
I could have spent a day here.
It is a must for your next U.K. visit.
The biomes are the biggest conservatories in
the world.
Without being too technical the windows are
made up of three layers of ETFE
(ethylenetetrafluoroethylenecopolymer) and
inflated two metre deep pillows.
The Eden Project has become one of the most
visited sites in England.
The following day took us to Trebah and
Trevarno, both ravine gardens.
In Trebah several paths lead down to the beach
through a rhododendron valley containing
several ponds and a large number of tree ferns
(Dicksonia Antarctica).
In 1880 the owners took delivery of 300 of
these ferns, said to be nothing more than ships
ballast or logs harvested after bushfires in
South Austtralia.
One passes through a Gunnera (giant rhubarb)
passage and over a Monet style bridge
spanning a Mallard pond.
The garden also contains a two acre blue and
white hydrangea valley.
In 1944 the U.S. troops embarked from the
beach at Trebah for the D-Day assault landing
on Omaha Beach, Normandy.
Trevarno can be traced back to 1245 but was
purchased by the present owners in 1994.
The garden contains a large lake with Victorian
boathouse, bluebell valley, sunken Italian style
garden and again rhododendrons blooming in a
variety of colours.
The highlight however was an impressive
serpentine Yew tunnel.
Heading back to Windsor for two nights we
(Continued on page 24)
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All good things must come to an end
(Continued from page 23)

visited Hestercombe, now the headquarters of
the Somerset Fire and Rescue Service with
fantastic rural views.
Uphill, behind the house, is a woodland garden
with pear shaped lake, waterfalls and the usual
follies in the style of temples and a witch
house.
Below the house is a more formal garden on
various levels designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens
and planted by Gertrude Jekyll.
The formal garden was so run down that in
1973 the Somerset Council with the support of
the fire brigade initiated the restoration during
which some of Jekyll’s planting plans were
found in the potting shed, undisturbed for some
70 years.

Wingecaribee

WIRES
Rescue number

4862 1788

This was one of the few gardens commanding
lovely open views.
Back to Windsor Great Park for a tour again
with Mark Flanagan encompassing the Savill
Garden and the Valley Garden at the south
eastern boundary of the Park.
The Savill Garden was created by Sir Eric
Savill in the 1930’s and is a 35 acre site
containing oak, beech and chestnut trees with
underplantings, a wonderful azalea walk, more
rhododendrons, a bog garden, and a dry garden
containing many plants from Australia, New
Zealand and South Africa.
Next to the Valley Garden also created by Sir
Eric Savill in 1947, close by the edge of
Virginia Water.
The 250 acres of sloping land takes one through
rhododendron forests, azaleas, maples,
magnolias, cherries and camellias.
The afternoon was spent at the Linnean Society
of London in Burlington House, Piccadilly.
This is the world’s oldest existing biological
society, founded in 1788 and named after Dr.
Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778) a Swedish
naturalist, whose system of terminology is
still used by botanists today.
We were very fortunate to see some of his
herbarium, insects, shells and fish.
Next, on to the Royal Horticultural Society’s
garden, Wisley, in Surrey, given to the Society
in 1903.
As I had visited many times previously, I took
the opportunity to meet friends there for lunch.
However I did visit the new glasshouse built to
celebrate the R.H.S. bicentenary and opened in
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2007 by Queen Elizabeth.
Wisley contains a great rockery, a pinetum and
a magnificent heather bed amongst other
interesting and educational features.
I also took the opportunity to see the last of the
rhododendrons and azaleas for this trip on
Battleston Hill.
Last but not least was a visit to the Chelsea
Flower Show.
I was surprised, in our dry times, how many
water features were included in the garden
designs.
Flemmings and Trailfinders Australian
garden, designed by Jamie Durie, was
interesting and featured a 20 metre long wall
at the rear of the garden painted by
Aboriginal artist, Gabriella Possum
Nungarraye.
The winner this year, the Laurent-Perrier garden
designed by Tom Stuart-Smith, contained a
grove of 30 year old hornbeams pruned to
resemble clouds floating in mid air.
The green and white underplanting and several
zinc tanks of water was cooling and calming.
My favourite, the Largest Room in the House,
by Leeds City Council and designed by Denise
Preston, used features from Talbot House in
Belgium (founded in 1915 during World War I
as a rest house, hostel and chapel) to create a
garden of remembrance and peace
commemorating the 90th anniversary of the end
of the War.
My garden tour ended with a delightful dinner
in the library of the Reform Club in Pall Mall.
Allan Gilden
Editor’s note: our thanks to Allan for such a
detailed, thorough and interesting article.

GARETH WARD has the
energy and
experience to keep on
listening and
delivering for

Kangaroo Valley
Campaign Office
Phone: 4421 8973
Post: Po Box 55 Bomaderry NSW 2541
Email: garethjamesward@gmail.com

GARETH WARD: Fighting for Kangaroo Valley
Authorised by G Ward, 41 Tarawal Street, Bomaderry, Printed by the Kangaroo Valley Voice
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Kangaroo Valley
Garden Group

Garden Group enjoy some fine
wines available at Yarrawa
Even our most conscientious gardeners
came away from the Valley’s very own
vineyard saying that they were overawed
with the results achieved by Sue and
Mark Foster in only ten years.
We visited Yarrawa Estate one morning for
a tour of the Foster’s orchards and vines.
Forcing ourselves to stop marvelling at the
spectacular views of the Upper Valley and the
escarpment, we firstly followed Mark and Sue
on a tour of their garden where they have a
magnificent hedge of Camellia sinensis, the
leaves of which make the world’s most
consumed beverage – tea.
A quick peek at their chickens and then it was
down to the vineyard where Sue demonstrated
their method of pruning the vines and then
discussed the other ways with their advantages
and disadvantages.
Fertilising, watering and protection from birds
were all topics raised here, relevant whether one
has one or two vines or a whole vineyard.
Then it was on to the orchards.
Here there are so many different trees that we
began to wonder how they manage without a
team of permanent workers.
Some were an older type of kiwi fruit that are
smaller than the ones we now see in the grocer’s
shop but are much tastier (why do we so often
think that bigger must be better?), there were
macadamias (we learnt how to break them open
more easily), walnuts, every type of citrus,
feijoas from New Zealand (just this week the
highlight on “The Cook and the Chef”!) and so
many more.
One of our favourites was an avenue of Chinese
raisins, an unusual treat for Australians and they
are delicious on a cheese board.
As it was a glorious day we ate a delicious lunch
on their sunny terrace, the Garden Group
members each bringing a plate to share as a
special treat, because Mark opened a selection
of their wines for us to taste test.
This was living!
Thank you so much to Sue and Mark for their
generosity in giving us their time and sharing
their knowledge on many varied topics.
As all the work is done by themselves (apart
from at grape harvest time) a phone call before
you visit is recommended, but I know that a trip Kangaroo Valley Swimming Pool Committee invite those interested in being lifeguards
to their cellar door would be an interesting
for the 2008/9 season to:
experience for everyone.
Lee Sharam Submit a resumé to Pool Manager, Kangaroo Valley
Photo top right Sue Foster (right front) and
Lions Club, PO Box 6002, Kangaroo Valley, 2577
Mark pointing out features of their productive
orchard of many different fruits.
by 31 August 2008 and/or
Photo lower right; the garden group have the
finer points of viticulture pruning explained.
Contact Lorraine Mairinger on 4465 1031 for further

LIFEGUARDS WANTED

For Valley Voice
advertising please phone
44 651 621

information.
Anyone previously employed as a lifeguard at Kangaroo Valley Swimming Pool
must re-apply, but need not submit a resumé.
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their hearts and their homes to these young
visitors.
It was a good chance to polish up our long
tarnished French grammar.
The week also brought welcome visitors
Compiled by Ron Bower
including – Cardinal O’Brien of Glasgow,
Bishop Hollis of Portsmouth, Bishop Cremin of
Anglican Church Sydney and our own Bishop, Peter who was
their host.
Church of the Good Shepherd
Last Sunday we considered the Parable of the
Unfortunately it is back to square one
Wheat and Weeds and considered how our
as we search for a new minister.
pathway to God winds through the field of this
All our leads to date, although
world where golden wheat and noxious weeds
encouraging, have not lead to any success grow together and oft times look identical.
as yet.
We concluded with a little prayer from Michael
We are re-advertising and hope to be able to
Leunig:
interview some prospective candidates soon.
‘Dear God,
It has been good having Geoff Taylor help us
The path to your door
out for a few weeks and his wife Beth spoke at
a Women’s dessert and coffee night in the hall.
Our Men’s group hosted some French men and
a women’s Bible study group, who were
At some stage you have probably met
staying in the Valley after attending the
‘World’ Youth Day.
someone who either lives or works at
A dedication service for Leo, the son of Mick Glengarry. Many of the Glengarry staff
and Camille Giacomo, on Sunday 27 July.
and families have established links into
We pray that the Lord will bless Leo, his
the wider Kangaroo Valley community.
brother Giacomo and their parents.

Human interest stories,
news and happenings
from our
Kangaroo Valley churches

Glengarry news
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Is the path within:
Is made by animals,
Is lined with flowers,
Is lined with thorns,
Is stained by wine,
Is lit by the lamp of sorrowful dreams:
Is washed with joy,
Is swept by grief,
Is blessed by the lonely traffic of art:
Is known by heart,
Is known by prayer,
Is lost and found,
Is always strange,
The path to your door.
Amen.
And we, God’s errant yet beloved children, are
confident that we will find it, and when we do
that it will be opened to us.

The families attend the local primary
school, churches and businesses and live in
the Valley itself.

Each month we would like to give you a
snapshot of life at Glengarry with a regular
column in the Valley Voice.
Glengarry is a community within our
community.
In 1988, The
From the Community at
Scots College
in Bellevue
St Joseph’s
Hill - Sydney
We continue moving through what the Church
established
names as ‘Ordinary Time’ – the time of
Glengarry as
reflection after Easter and Pentecost.
part of their
This year we are considering the Gospel of St
boys to men
Matthew, and lately the parables in Chapter 13.
program which
Overseas pilgrims were billeted in the week
provides
prior to the week of World Youth Day and we
outdoor
enjoyed their faith and joy at various
experiential
gatherings.
learning
In the week following families from Good
opportunities
Shepherd Church have done the same for some
for their Year 9
French pilgrims who came with Patricia,
students.
Marianne Cohen’s sister and their priest Fr
The campus,
Matthieu.
located on
This allowed them to rest up after the
Jacks Corner
excitement of W.Y.D. before returning home
Road covers
to their homes in the Diocese of Versailles.
Glengarry Director, Grahame Allen and students, caving at Bungonia.
approx 660
Our thanks to those who so generously opened
acres of
riverside bushland. Glengarry houses 16 on site
staff families and employs approximately 20
offsite teaching and support staff.
Between 80 -90 boys live in dormitory
accommodation on the grounds when they
spend two terms at Glengarry in Year 9.
Glengarry combines a rigorous schedule of
academic studies, domestic and social
responsibilities and outdoor education.
Boys are encouraged to develop self-reliance,
Now offering Winter Specials
independence, high levels of self-motivation and
(at greatly reduced prices)
leadership skills.
The students are exposed to appropriate role
Packages available
models provided by staff, which has been shown
to be crucial to boys at this age.
Sheets, towels, hand towels, bathmats
As well as the complete academic curriculum,
the campus provides outdoor activities including
Delivery & Pickup included
abseiling, caving, high and low wires courses,
Quality fresh white linen
bush walking, mountain bike trekking,
canoeing, rafting and cross country running.
Now you know what we are and where we are.
Phone 0401 284046
We look forward to dropping a line to the
e-mail aromacleanliving@bigpond.com
Valley Voice each month with a story or two
www.aromacleanliving.com.au
about Glengarry life.

AROMA CLEAN LIVING LINEN HIRE

“Supplying linen
to holiday accommodation
on the South Coast”:
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Calendar project well underway
It has occurred to me on many occasions
that visitors to Kangaroo Valley have not
many choices of mementoes that are longlasting.
The foodstuffs and wine and postcards are all
useful, but none have a year of potential use.
I proposed an annual calendar, which will be a
promotional tool for the valley and for its many
artists.
It will also be a wonderful gift for valley
dwellers to give their friends elsewhere in the
world. The pictures in the calendar have been
chosen for their artistic strength, the aspects of
the valley they represent, and their appeal as
images.
The physical landscape is well represented –

the light, the fog, the escarpment all feature
strongly.Several artists focus on the wildlife
that abounds in the valley, and as dairying is
the main industry, cows will make their mark
as well! The calendar will be printed in A3
size, on quality artpaper, and the pictures will
then have a potential life beyond the calendar,
as people often retain, or make other creative
uses of, good calendar images.
If the calendar is successful in its first year
then it is hoped that it will be an ongoing
venture. The response from local artists has
been very gratifying. We were able to choose
our calendar pictures from more than 200
works submitted for consideration.
Belinda Webster
Photo left by Sue Williamson in the calendar

KANGAROO VALLEY BOWLO
Having fun!
The Bowlo offered a great deal with a
‘Xmas in July” dinner experience which
was well received.
Many guests rang the club prior to arrange
for the new club courtesy bus to pick them
up and drop them home again giving them
the opportunity to totally enjoy themselves.
The added feature to the Saturday evening was
the running of the “Punters Choice” game.
Everyone who purchased meat raffle tickets
immediately became eligible to play the racing
game and received their free fun gambling
money.
The idea of the game is for each person to select
a favourite colour and from then on horses in
each race are given random colours.
The videos of past races are shown and if your
colour wins a then you receive more free
gambling money to bid with when a final prize
auction is run at the end of the evening.
The “Punters Choice “ created a real race day
excitement, without the cost, while having lots
of fun and the chance to win great prizes.
The Bowlo’s “Visions at the Valley” restaurant
is constantly offering great meal deals each
month providing quality for price not seen in the
valley for years.
ELVIS / Johnny CASH tribute cabaret show
(Saturday 9th August), although free entry, has
the dinner bookings filling fast.
This show has wowed thousands over the years
so don’t miss this one – you could also dress-up
in the Elvis / Johnny Cash style and win best
fancy dress.
Chalky White is another singer / guitarist who
will be performing again soon at the Bowlo.
The community seems to be welcoming the
variety offered by the club which hopes to
continue delivering the best value in dining and
entertainment with the support of all.
Lance Brown

30 years Electrical experience
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For those of us who read ahead in our almanac
or magazine this isn't a problem but if you rely
By Gerard Keyser
on these articles we can be too late.
This month I will give a brief outline for August
At the moment a lot of activity in our
and a little look at September so we can be well
night sky is happening early in the
warned.
month.
We tried this in a small way with our early
This is entirely coincidental with the dark warning of the Total Solar Eclipse, August 1st.
nights of the New Moon and often our flier I hope some readers got the chance to watch it
on the Nasa website.
is arriving after events have happened.
In between our July and August issues a
pretty comet has been gracing our dawn
skies, Comet Boattini.
It was discovered by an amateur in Italy who
was tracking minor planets (asteroids).
It brightened considerably to Mag 6 (just
below naked eye) and is easily located
around 530AM. It will be visible for the next
month or so moving approximately parallel
to the eastern horizon but about 30° up.
It doesnt have much of a tail but is quite large,
appearing as a fuzzy egg-shaped glow with a
hint of a brighter nucleus.
It is traversing an area of sky where there are
few “deep-sky” objects to distract us.
44 652 820
FINDING IT!
First look for the Pleaides or Seven Sisters low
in the northeast. (actually first get out of bed at
5 am).
To the right of the Pleiads we find the
constellation Taurus and the bright orange star,
44 651 660
Aldebaran, the angry eye of the Bull.
Once you have found Aldebaran look about one
quarter of the way to the south in the sky and at
about the same level you will see blue Rigel
shining brightly in the constellation of Orion.
Use Aldebaran and Rigel as the base of an
44 651 969
equilateral triangle and at it's third corner you
will find a faint star (10Tau).
If you don't find it, don't worry, just mark the
point in an imaginary way.
Sweeping your naked eye slowly left ( towards
the north) you will find a pattern of stars in a
diamond shape.
This is the head of Cetus , a mythical sea
44 652 796
monster.
The comet has passed just below these four
stars and is heading steadily northward for the
next month.
Once you have found the head of Cetus sweep
the sky slowly with binoculars.
44 652 820
Binoculars are best to use because everything
Value—service and
appears the right way up and its easy to
work out where you are looking.
a good choice it’s all here in
It's also often helpful to have an object slowly
Kangaroo Valley.
moving across your field of view because it
makes it stand out.

Star struck

Valley Guide
to eating
out
Australian Bistro

Visions at the Valley
Mediterranean

Café Bella
Thai

Jing Jo

A taste for all palates
Jack’s Coffee House
and Eatery
Australian bistro

Visions at the Valley
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We've discussed this before when talking about
“drifting”an object in your field of view and
averted vision.
For those with telescopes, put some reasonable
magnification in play and you will see the comet
move against the background stars in fifteen
minutes.
Good luck.
August is about the last time we can view
Saturn low in the western sky as it will soon
pass behind the Sun and become a dawn object.
There are still some beautiful conjunctions to be
seen like last month because even though Mars
is moving higher east in the sky both Venus and
Mercury are travelling quite close together and
around the 10th all three cluster together for
night after night.
On Aug 13th Venus practically sits in
Saturn's lap, less than 0.4° apart (twice as
close as Mars and Saturn in July) and on Aug
15th less than 2°separate all three.
Both inferior (closer to the Sun than Earth)
planets are “evening stars” this month but
Venus is the brighter.
Perfectly placed for viewing from now until
Christmas, Jupiter passed culmination and can
be seen all night.
It is brilliantly placed in our eastern sky and is
about as large in our eyepiece as it can get.
The dance of the moons is still the main
attraction, with beautiful patterns and crossings
appearing all month.
For anyone who has the Astronomy 2008
almanac look at the two views, NSW and WA,
the 13th to see how fast the moons can move.
In September Saturn is not visible, lost in the
evening and dawn twilight, but Mars makes a
reappearance and the three planets continue to
dance around each other on the 12th, 18th and
24th.
Mars and Venus are only 0.3° apart on the 12th.
Lovers of astrology are in their glory these
months because three planets, plus Earth, plus
occasionally the Moon make some auspicious
alignments, all lined up with a comet in the east.
Of course Jupiter continues to reign over all
and nestled in Sagittarius he guides our eye to
the centre of the Milky Way as it wheels
overhead.
Any reasonable telescope will find ten or more
globular clusters in and around the “teapot” or
the bow of Sagittarius, the Archer.
Jupiter sits just above the handle of the teapot,
see if you can pick it out.

Kangaroo Valley property of the month
Sometimes an opportunity comes along…
...that should not be missed. This expansive home on 9 acres with deep water frontage to
the Kangaroo River is surrounded by the awesome views that are Kangaroo Valley. The
character filled home is built around one of the original farmhouses in Upper River,
achieving an eclectic mix of old and new. A property with uplifting views, a surprise around
every corner, a garden to get lost in and the river to adventure in.

Expressions of Interest by 1st September
Details: Lindy Ross 0412967057

Phone: (02) 4465 1404 www.kvre.com.au

Clear skies
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Bushwalking reports: from near and far away
Coachwoods and there
are signs to help the
walkers identify trees
and areas.
The section called The
Great Wall is an
almost vertical
The track was designed and constructed by the sandstone escarpment,
Nowra Lands Office and can easily be accessed very impressive in its
from the car park on Narang Road near the
size and the roots and
vines that grow in the
nooks and crannies.
To complete the walk
there is a Mossy Gully
where the songs of
birds can be heard: the
Grey Thrush and
Golden Whistler in
particular.
The Satin Bowerbird
Sights from a nearby site (Bomaderry Creek)
feasts on the fruit of
the Blueberry Ash
and there is evidence
of the Lyrebirds in
from left to right: Sue, Leonie, Donna, Tony their scratchings.
Afterwards we all ate
(hiding) Dawn, Bruce, Gina and Lee.
our lunches (some
used the BBQ
tennis courts.
provided) back where
In all we walked about 6 km, covering both
we had started the
sides of the creek, which has carved its course
walk, in the old
through sandstone, creating wonderful scenery.
disused sandstone
Recent storms have sent floods through the
quarry that has been
creek and the bridge at the Weir end has been
turned into a picnic
washed away, so we crossed the creek here by
area and information
jumping over the rocks and walked firstly along
site.
the western side.
Who would have
One of the surprising aspects of this walk is the
thought that there
beautiful flora.
would be so much
Spotted Gums (Eucalyptus maculata) have a
natural beauty just
deep root system and so can survive along the
less than a kilometre
cliff face and here, these grow very straight and
And a sight (or two) from far away. Des Leavens at Dampier W.A
from an industrial
very tall and are a constant source of wonder as
part of Bomaderry?
While
we shiver somewhat now that winter has arrived Des and
they often tower above the rocky cliffs and in
Judi Levins from Cedar Springs Road, have been on a grey nomad
some cases have attached themselves to the rock
Lee Sharam
ledges 10 metres up their trunks.
safari to the far reaches of Western Australia. Story p 30
There are a couple of lookouts on the top of the
cliff and the vegetation there is much drier and
often fire damaged so geebung hakeas, banksias
and tea trees proliferate.
There is even a lone Cabbage Tree Palm
opposite the lookout as a remnant of the lowland
rainforest.
Around one of the bends a Fern Glen appears,
where the soil has been deposited as silt during
the floods and washed down from the cliffs.
The walk provides variety and the way over one
of the large boulders is by ladders.
Nearby there are rock pools where the Eastern
Water Dragon lives (I am sure that we made too
much noise to surprise this creature as he lay on
the branches overhanging the creek).
The second bridge is still standing so it is easy
to complete the circuit.
The cliffs are at least 20 metres high and at
Rock Fall Canyon the sandstone has given away
and tilted forward so there is only a narrow pass
for walkers.
This area is remnant rainforest and there are
Turpentines, Native Myrtles, Native Figs and

When we think of Bomaderry, most of us
picture roundabouts, McDonald’s and
car yards.
Our last walk, along Bomaderry Creek,
showed us a much more picturesque
aspect.

J. T. Rebbeck - Earthmoving Contractor
4465 1329 Mobile 0414 744 258

Reliable service,
excellent equipment, competitive quotes.
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Hi Ho! Hi Ho! it’s off the road we go!

Des and Judi Levins in the Bungle Bungles

This is the first of our blogs on our
"Adventure before Dementia" tour of
Outback Australia.
We are now in Kununurra in the NE
Kimberley.
We have been on the road for 20 days and have
travelled 5,000 km.
The highlight of our travels so far has been our
visit to the remote Bungle Bungles (Purnululu
National Park).
The beehive shaped domes of the Bungle
Bungles are more picturesque than our national
icon, Uluru (Ayers Rock).
We took a helicopter flight to get an aerial
view of the mountain range and deep gorges.
The highlight was almost a lowlight.
On our second night of camping, Des
misplaced his car keys.
After an extensive search, the keys were found
in an unlikely place - the ashes of our
campfire.
Fortunately, Judi had a spare set of keys so
disaster was averted.
That same night, it began to rain .... and
rain. By morning 70 mm of rain had fallen,
exceptional for the dry season.
The park was closed to incoming traffic and
we were advised to decamp immediately,
otherwise we would be stranded for one week.
The journey out was slow and tortuous - the
dirt road was now a muddy quagmire and we
proceeded in low gear. sliding sideways on the
worst sections of liquefied bulldust.
The creek crossings were our greatest concern
- the water had risen with the rain but the base
was firm. After 4 hours and 60 km, we were
elated to reach bitumen.
Earlier we had travelled to Alice Springs via
Nyngan, Broken Hill, Port Augusta and
Coober Pedy - the largest opal mining in the
world.
We stayed in an underground motel and visited
the extensive opal fields, which are littered
with deep mine holes - the town's motto is
"Don't walk backwards".
From Alice Springs, we drove for four days
across the Tanami desert, bush camping all the
way.
The dirt road is highly corrugated and road
trains are a constant menace.
The desert environment is harsh but
surprisingly full of life, which has adapted
to the very dry conditions.
The Wolfe Creek meteorite crater was one of
the highlights - 300,000 years old and 850
metre across - a nice size for viewing and
exploring.

At Rabbit Flats (perhaps the most isolated
roadhouse in Australia) we saw the future petrol was $2.35 per litre.
We are travelling in a convoy of eight other
grey nomads - all of them more experienced
than us in Outback travel.
The CB radios have proved very useful for
communicating potential problems
(approaching road trains, wandering wildlife,
bulldust holes etc) and for good natured banter.
All the travellers we have met are very friendly,
waving to us and providing a rich source of
information for future adventures.
Kununurra is a green oasis in the desert,
courtesy of the Ord River irrigation scheme.
It has great potential for agriculture and
tourist destination in winter.
Tomorrow we begin our journey down the Gibb
River Rd.
This is croc. country so we must be careful
where we swim and camp.
We will be away from civilisation for 15 days
before reaching Broome, our turn around
destination.
Blog 2
We are now in Fitzroy Crossing have survived
the Gibb River Road - one of Australia's great
4WD tracks.
The road itself is in surprisingly good
condition with only small sections of
corrugations and mud holes.
There were numerous creek crossings but none
more than knee deep with water.
The many side tracks are more challenging.
The highlight of our Gibb River Road
experience was our stay at the El Questro
wildness camp where we were lucky to secure a
private campsite on a cascading stretch of the
Pentecost River.
This is salt water croc. country but we felt
safe because crocs don't like shallow running
water (or so the theory goes).
After a morning bushwalk it was great to cool
off by skinny dipping in the river.
(The photo shows Judi wearing a hat and good

book relaxing in the river).
One late afternoon as Des, now with a 6-week
old beard, carried a bundle of firewood across
the river, Judi remarked that he looked like a
caveman.
Des took this improbable analogy as a
compliment.
Another highlight was a visit to Mt Elizabeth
Station (which is the size of a small European
country), where we viewed some ancient
(15,000 years old) rock art.
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Most of the walks along the Gibb River Road
end in a gorge, a waterfall and a swim.
So far, our tally is nine gorges and we are
pretty much "gorged out".
But it is always surprising to see so much
water in an otherwise dry, dusty landscape.
Our group of grey nomads are an interesting lot.
At 5 pm, after setting up camp, we adjourn for
Happy Hour.
Out here, happiness is provided in the form of 4
litre casks of red wine.
Unfortunately the Levins mob made a serious
miscalculation and soon ran out of wine.
At first our friends were willing to share but, as
their supplies dwindled, they became more
possessive.
We are all about the same age and share many
memories of the "good old days".
At the drop of a hat, the Aussie girls sing bawdy
schoolgirl ditties (unknown to Judi).
But the most appalling example of regression
into childhood was the former media mogul
("failed") who burst forth with "How much is
that doggie in the window?".
On most nights we only use our inner
"insect" tent so we are able to watch the stars
and the Milky Way as we fall to sleep.
In mid-winter the nights are long and I find
myself awake at 4 am and eagerly awaiting the
glow in the east (and the opportunity to relieve
my bladder).
The dawn is chilly but the sun soon warms us
up.
The days are predictable; cloudless with a
maximum temperature of around 30 degrees C.
So far there have been only a few mishaps.
However, our leader was hit by a recoiling
elastic strap and his front tooth now hangs by a
thread. He is hoping to see a dentist in Broome.
Tomorrow we head south to Broome and a little
R&R before the next phase of our adventure.
Blog 3
Greetings from Broome, the largest town
(population 16000) in the Kimberley, and the
R&R stopover before we head south into the
Pilbara.
The big attraction in Broome is Cable Beach, a
22 km stretch of coast that is haven for wellhealed southerners escaping from the winter
cold.
The beach is renowned for its ultra-fine white
sand, which is firm under foot and tyre, and for
the huge tidal variations (up to 10 metres).
The water is warm, clear and tranquil but our
cynical mob is unimpressed by the hoi polloi
(and the Golden Arches).
So we head for the more remote beaches on the
tip of the Dampier peninsula.
At Cape Leveque the red sandstone cliffs meet
the white sand and turquoise water (see attached
photo).
The campground is crowded, but after walking a
few kilometres, Judi and I are able to reach our
"own" secluded beach.
The Dampier peninsula is mostly aboriginal
land - scrubby country in the interior but
lined at the edges with pristine beaches,
tropical reefs, mangrove swamps and (of
course) salt water crocs.
The area is renowned for its great fishing and
we mill around like pesky seagulls as the local
fisherman unload their huge catches.
(Continued on page 38)
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Food trends
by Dr Rosemary Stanton, Nutritionist
The number of strict vegetarians in Australia
is quite low, but there's an upsurge in
'flexitarians' – people who eat quite a few
vegetarian meals, usually eat seafood and
occasionally indulge in meat or poultry as
long as the meat is grass-fed and the poultry
free range.
Traditionalists who prefer meat and three veg
may see the flexitarians as almost as bad as
vegos, but nutritionists applaud an approach
where people give a bit more thought to what
they eat.
There was a slight blip in meat consumption
while the CSIRO diet was popular, but like most
diets, it died a natural death. Overall,
Australians now consume about half as much
meat as in the 1950s and most people now see
nothing unusual in some meatless meals. Most
restaurants would go out of business if they did
not offer some vegetarian choices and airlines
report a huge expansion in the number of people
opting for vegetarian meals.
So are there advantages, or problems, with this
move to reduce or eliminate meat?
Many studies show that vegetarians have a
lower incidence of coronary heart disease, have
lower blood pressure and a consequent lower
risk of stroke, lower incidence of cancers of the
bowel and prostate, fewer bowel problems such
as constipation and diverticulitis, and a lower
incidence of gallstones. Type 2 diabetes is also
lower among vegetarians.
Defenders of a meat-containing diet point out
(correctly) that many studies highlighting the
benefits of a vegetarian diet involve Seventh
Day Adventists who are less likely to smoke,
consume less alcohol and have a generally
healthier lifestyle. It is also unclear whether the
generally healthier picture for vegetarians is due
to the absence of meat or their higher intake of
grains, vegetables, fruit, nuts and seeds.
The European Prospective Investigation into
Cancer trial is studying over 65,000 men and
women, including nearly 34,000 who consume
meat, 10,000 fish-eaters, almost 19,000 lactoovo vegetarians and 2,500 vegans.
Results from this study show major differences
(good and bad) between those who consume
meat and vegans. Lacto and lacto-ovo
vegetarians and flexitarians generally fit in the
middle.
The dietary good points for vegans include a
much lower intake of saturated fat and higher
intakes of dietary fibre, vitamins B1, folate, C, E
as well as magnesium and iron. However, the
vegans consume less calcium, zinc and vitamin
B12, with the B12 intake being low enough for
concern.

Potential problems
A lacto-ovo diet that includes dairy products and
eggs is almost always fine, although the lack of
seafood could mean a lower iodine intake.
Iodised salt should be used in preference to

regular or sea salt. (Iodised salt will soon be
mandatory in Australian breads.)
'Flexitarians' generally suffer no problems, but
it's important to include legumes, nuts, seeds or
dairy products and eggs on each of the days
when no flesh, fowl or fish are consumed. An
occasional lentil burger can't supply the need
for many nutrients.
A vegan diet avoids all animal products (even
honey) and supplements of vitamin B12 will
almost always be needed. Iron, calcium, zinc
and iodine can also be low. If parents want their
children on a vegan diet, the child should be
breastfed for up to two years with other foods
introduced at six months of age. The mother
will require a B12 supplement and a top-notch
diet.
Small children are often unwilling to eat the
quantity of foods required in a vegan diet.
Concentrated foods such as ground nuts, nut
butters and soy products (beverages, yoghurt,
cheese and tofu) are helpful.
Protein is rarely a problem for most
vegetarians, because products made from grains
and soy, as well as seeds and nuts can easily
contribute enough to meet the recommended
dietary intake. Those who include dairy
products and eggs easily make the grade and
even a vegan diet that has enough kilojoules
will also contain enough protein, unless it is so
extreme that it includes only fruit and
vegetables.
The old idea that certain foods needed to be
combined with others that are rich in particular
amino acids is no longer relevant since we now
know that the body is capable of using amino
acids from a general 'pool' from adjacent meals.
Vitamin B12 is the nutrient most in need of
attention. Low levels can cause permanent

effects on the central nervous system and spine
and all vegans should take a supplement,
especially women who are pregnant or
breastfeeding.
Vitamin B12 is found only in animal products,
although it is now added to some soy
beverages. Mushroom stalks may contain some
B12 which comes from the compost in which
the fungi are grown, but the quantity is way
below the daily requirement. Comfrey and
spirulina are also touted as sources, but the
B12 analogue they contain is not a substitute
for the real thing. Most multivitamins do not
contain sufficient B12.
Calcium intake may be low in vegans. Nonanimal sources include fortified soy and rice
beverages (check for at least 120mg/100g),
tofu that has been set with a calcium salt
(check the label), almonds, Brazil nuts,
legumes, oranges, dried figs and green
vegetables (especially some of the Asian
greens). A calcium supplement may be wise
during pregnancy and in older women. Check
that teenage girls include enough calcium-rich
foods.
Zinc may be low in those who are vegetarian
diets through extreme poverty. Oysters and
mussels are the richest sources and meats are
high in zinc. However, legumes (especially soy
beans), seeds (pumpkin and sunflower), nuts
(cashews and pine nuts have the most) and
cereals (more in wholegrains) have ample
quantities. The phytic acid in wholegrains can
interfere with absorption of zinc, but when
yeast is added to breads, this is no longer a
problem.
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FERnCROFT RURAL & LANDSCAPING

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST SOUGHT
The Uniting Church is seeking expressions of interest for their
Kangaroo Valley property. This is a wonderful opportunity to
create something unique at the gateway to Kangaroo Valley
village. Zoned Residential 2(e) the property comprises the
large church building on a total of 1,290sqm. Just think of the
possibilities! Ring us to discuss the details

Advertising in the Sydney media
We have been very busy over the past month with the preparation and placement of two extensive
advertising campaigns in Sydney (with another about to commence!). We are delighted at the
response from the major Sydney publications, particularly in the Eastern Suburbs and Northern
Suburbs. While some believe that in this day and age it is only necessary to advertise on the web,
Colonial style home in a
we have been inundated with calls from buyers who had previously not been looking in Kangaroo
Valley and so were unaware of properties here. This has resulted
in exceptionally
wellon
attended
delightful
garden setting
open houses for the subject properties. …. a timely reminder that most buyers these days are
2.5 acres
simply looking for a property 2 hours from Sydney, and often had not considered Kangaroo Valley.
Conclusion? Advertising in Sydney can be an extremely profitable investment!

A new string to our bow!
We are excited to announce that we have been appointed by HP brokers as their exclusive agent in the region, encompassing
an area including the towns of Kiama, Berry, Jaspers Brush, Nowra, Shoalhaven Heads and, of course, Kangaroo Valley.
HP brokers is a market leader in the sale of hospitality businesses. They advertise widely in publications such as: Australian
Country Style, Weekends For Two, Unique Places to Stay. Country Property Magazine & Business for Sale. They also have a
unique understanding of how to make “the dream” become a reality for potential purchasers with some marketing initiatives
tailored exclusively to suit the sale of hospitality businesses.
If you would like to know more about this fantastic new development, give us a call on 44651404.

What a month July was! We experienced record bookings
once again this year for the month of July—despite the talk
that higher interest rates and petrol prices are being reflected
in a downturn in consumer spending. The Getaways team
managed almost 300 nights booked over all our clients’
properties during July without a hitch! It may be that people
are well aware that we have the best variety of properties to
choose from so they come to us first rather than wade through
several different sites that only get them confused. Or it could also be that Janine & Sally provide such a
positive experience that the reputation of KV Getaways is being spread far and wide by word of mouth and
repeat business. Either way, it’s a winner for our owners. Contact Janine or Sally if you would like more info.

Ph: 02 4465 1404

165 Main Road Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577

...the leading agent in Kangaroo Valley

www.kvre.com.au
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As we depend more and more on
telecommunications for running our business
August with recommendations on how services when can we start seeking compensation from
in rural and remote areas can be improved.
telcos for the non-provision of service.
The previous government’s OPEL proposal has The last Telstra outage at the Floppy house
died in the water due to design flaws and the
was caused by a cable cut by Telstra sub
use of dated technology.
contractors.
Some of us are still waiting for decent
Telstra kindly offered to redirect the house
broadband infrastructure that is metropolitan
phone to a mobile number.
comparable in speed and price.
Pointing out through clenched teeth that
Can someone tell me why we needed yet
“perhaps if one got mobile service at all then it
another report from another body staffed with
would be a useful service” and “no, two weeks
people who know very little about
time to fix something that you guys broke in
telecommunications infrastructure to tell the
the first place is not acceptable” and “how will
government that rural broadband infrastructure I run my business in the mean time” all wash
is crap.
off the centralised help line robots.
We know that already and the government
So hasn’t the privatisation of Telstra worked
knows it too.
wonders for the rural sector.
This is just another exercise in delaying making We can hardly wait for the privatisaton of
a decision.
electricity in NSW.
Keep on lobbying our local Member for
IPHONE
Gilmore, Joanna Gash, she might enjoy
Nearly all the technology press could write
needling the government as a member of the
about this month was the Iphone, recently
opposition.
released in Australia.
The state of broadband in the bush is woeful.
Ten things we love, ten things we hate and the
Cable Cutting
usual mac fans vs windows cynics.
There has been a rash of cable cuts.
I too could bring you a cutting edge review on
Those pesky fibre optic cables keep leaping in the new Iphone if I could buy one.
front of contractor’s equipment just asking to be If I travel to Campbelltown and pay a
sliced apart.
substantial deposit then I will be on the
The ABC News site reports 6 fibre optic cable preferred list that will be eligible to may be
cuts since May.
receive one if and when it becomes available.
The trouble is each time a fibre optic cable is
Not even the love affair I’m now having with
cut ten of thousands of people are affected.
my new IMac could tempt me to
A recent fibre optic cable cut in Queensland
Campbelltown.
saw no mobile, Internet or landline service at
least a day.
Until next month
Part of the problem is that
Telstra subcontracts out
excavation and laying of
new cables to different
companies.
A Dial before you Dig
diagram used to show
exactly where the cables are
laid on a property, where it
entered a property and the
path it ran.
Now it just shows that
cables are in the vicinity but
not exactly where.

Computers for Wrinklies with Mr Floppy
My cynicism about all things to do with
Telstra, federal government and
infrastructure provided in rural areas is
peaking this month.
Government is motivated
We can all feel better when using our
expensive and slow broadband service as
this government is “motivated” to improve
bush telecommunications according to a
warm, glowing fuzzy piece of news on the
ABC news website.
Chairman, Bill Glasson’s Regional
Telecommunications Independent Review
Committee is due to report to the Minister of
Communication, Stephen Conroy at the end of

NSW breast cancer facts
Breast cancer is the leading cancer in females
for all ages from 35 years onwards, with three
times the incidence of any other female cancers.
One in eleven women will develop breast cancer
by the age of 75 years and one in nine by the
age of 85 years.
In 2005 there were 4,035 new cases of breast
cancer in women diagnosed in NSW.
There were over 43,000 women living with
breast cancer at the end of 2004 who were
diagnosed between 1980 and 2004.
More women are surviving breast cancer. In
NSW, 88 per cent of women can expect to be
living five years after their diagnosis, compared
to 73 per cent of women who were diagnosed in
1980 - 1983.
The risk of breast cancer increases with age. In
2005, 589 women under 45 years old were
diagnosed with breast cancer – that’s 15 per cent
of women diagnosed throughout NSW. The
median age at diagnosis of breast cancer in
NSW was 58 years.
For more information or for online and
telephone breast cancer support services
contact the Cancer Council Helpline on
13 11 20.

The Man from Kangaroo Valley Trail Ride
High country mountain ride
Tel: (02) 4465 1912
24 Hillcrest View Lane
Barrengarry
NSW 2577
Web site www.kangaroovalleyhorseriding.com
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Bush walk on horseback
through the rainforest
& mountains of
Kangaroo Valley
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Kangaroo Valley — Remexio Partnership
their resilience second to none. I have grown to
love them and I am glad to have befriended and
met Timorese people.
Once in Baucau, I met the girls and I was
shocked to find their living conditions were far
worse than I’d imagined – and I’m not comparing them with Australian standards! The administrator of the college informed me that the
girls had struggled to get by on the allowance
($20 per month each) as the price of rice and
Timor is not an easy country to get around and other commodities had increased so much. On
yet … the more I surrendered to the inevitable his advice, we purchased a large bag of rice,
waiting, communication frustrations, needless basics such as oil, salt, and washing powder etc.
bureaucracy, dust and heat, the easier it beThe girls had no furniture except for a small
came. In fact, this trip was so much easier for plastic table, three plastic chairs and a double
me than previous ones and knowing a few
bed which they shared. Their books, papers,
tricks and having some contacts, makes for a
clothes, personal effects were lined along the
smoother ride!
damp floor.
The purpose of the trip was threefold. One
was to visit the girls from Remexio who are
studying to become teachers at the Teacher’s
College in Baucau. They receive a scholarship
from the KV-Remexio partnership and provided they pass their exams, will complete
their studies in 2½ years. I wanted to meet
them and see how they were going. You may
have read their letters in last month's Valley
Voice.
Scholarship girls with Padre David
The second was to attend the Timor-Australia
Friendship Conference and the other to visit
the Remexio people and discuss what kinds of The Timorese are family orientated and the girls
projects our community may assist them
have suffered extreme homesickness. Soon
achieve. I’ll give a brief description of those
they are to return to their families for a three
three components and hope you’ll be suitably month school vacation and this is a homecominspired to consider taking a trip to Timor as an ing they impatiently await. They seemed very
ambassador for Kangaroo Valley one day.
pleased to meet a person from Kangaroo Valley
and would welcome any future correspondence
Baucau
or visits.
The bus to Baucau takes around 4 hours. It’s
noisy, dusty and full of life. You’ll get plenty On the second trip to Bacau I was assisted by
the Priest in Remexio, Padre David and in his
of opportunities to practise your Tetun and if
you can say Hau nia naran (your name) and ask vehicle we were able to load some storage furtheirs Nia naran sa? they’ll be pleased to help niture, paper, stationary and the needed USB
memory sticks for their computer work at the
you advance further. The people are excepcollege.
tional. Their smiles, beautiful to behold, and

News from East Timor

BerryVets
in
KangarooValley
Consultations between 10 and 12 am Tuesday

(House calls available after 12 noon)
Consultation by appointment
Please phone: 4464-1899
Address: 11 Rectory Park Way, Kangaroo Valley

If you would like to contribute to their ongoing
scholarship, tax deductable, please forward a
cheque to:
AFAP,
K.V– Remexio Partnership
C/- Treasurer,
PO Kangaroo Valley. 2577
The Friendship Conference
This was organised by a Victorian Friendship
Coordinating organisation and attracted over
200 delegates from the various Friendship partnerships and their Timorese counterparts. They
are all doing interesting and varied work for
their villages. To meet the people involved in
these activities is to see an animation and commitment that one rarely enjoys. This enthusiasm
to help others must be tempered with willingness to educate ourselves of the cultural differences and to tread gently.
One Timorese man at the conference said:
“Don’t walk in front of us, you won’t see us;
Don’t walk behind us, we won’t see you; Walk
beside us so we can become friends.” People
shared their experiences and described situations where their enthusiasm to help had sometimes been ill conceived and had inadvertently
caused problems. Most however, spoke with
good humour and gratitude for the opportunities
the friendship associations had opened up for
them.
I will write more about the conference in Next
month’s Voice. I will also tell you about my
time in Remexio – catching up with old friends.
Chris Nobel

Ask the Question!
Meet the Candidates
for the up-coming Council Election

7.30pm Friday 22 August
Kangaroo Valley Hall
Elections for Councillors and Mayor of
Shoalhaven City Council will be held on
Saturday 13 September 2008.
All declared candidates for Mayor and
Ward 1 have been invited to address the
meeting and answer questions.
Gareth Ward and Nigel Soames have
nominated for Ward 1 so far, and Dennis
Argall, John Fergusson, Paul Green,
Patricia Mason and Greg Watson have
declared their nominations for Mayor.
Please come along and meet the
candidates, put your questions
and join us for supper after.
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Hampden Cottage
well worth a visit

Page 35

Ah Ha!
Look what I
have found
in K.V. this
month!

New arrivals
surprises
bargains
From the village drive across the famous
Hampden Bridge to see an amazing range of

Pottery
Australiana
Gift ware and furniture
4465 1350

Hampden Cottage Craft
Sometimes it is easy to overlook places
and attractions that are on your
doorstep.
Now that we have a footpath and cycle way
joining the village with Hampden Bridge
and beyond, take a stroll or hop on your
bike and visit the attractions and
businesses on the northern side of
Hampden Bridge.

support the Pioneer Farm and its great bunch
of volunteers.
Hampden Cottage is having a massive winter
sale at the moment with 30% - 50% off all
stock in shop, to make room for some
exciting new summer ranges.
So come and make the most of our huge sale
before all the fantastic bargains are snapped
up.

Stationery: Office—School—Home
Cards & wrap
Gifts
Cash out: over 70 financial institutions
We appreciate your local support

44 651 199

K. V. Post Office

Don’t have a bike, not a problem Hampden
We are delighted to have Jing Jo Thai join us on
Cottage will have bikes to hire very shortly.
the Northern side of the Bridge , don’t forget to

Hampden Cottage Craft
on the Northern side of Hampden Bridge

Sculptures
Watercolours, oils
K. V. Landscapes

Looking for that Special Gift?
Huge range of Gifts,
Pottery, Jewellery
Toys and lots more

Phone 4465 1350

Winter Sale
30% - 50%

44 651 621
Open 10-4 pm daily

The Gallery 149 Moss Vale Rd
Antiques, gifts,
collectibles, old books,
antique furniture,
jewellery, etc. etc.

44 651 022
The Nostalgia Factory
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OPEN 7 DAYS

10 Marshall St

KANGAROO VALLEY
Ph: 4465 1175

VISIONS at the valley
Restaurant Ph: 4465 2820

DINNER Mon—Sun 5.30—8.30 (& 9pm)
LUNCH Wed—Sun 11.30am—2.30pm
`PASTA NIGHTS - Wed ($12 all you can eat)eatalso….
DINNER BOOKINGS starts at 7.30pm
August 9th – ELVIS/Johnny CASH
Tribute Cabaret Show (FREE)

MONSTER MEMBERS BADGE DRAW
about 7pm each Wed / Fri & Sun
MEAT RAFFLES Wed 7pm , Fri 8pm & Sat 8pm
PUNTER’S CHOICE NIGHTS - Saturdays

FREE POKER NIGHTS -Thursdays

Barefoot Bowls... PETANQUE (Boules)... Croquet.. BINGO
Is gambling a problem for you? Call G Line (NSW) Counselling Services on 1800 633 635
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KVRFB Update
Since the last Valley Voice the brigade
has been called out on 6 occasions.
The first call came at 6.43pm on Tuesday
the 24 June for Kangaroo Valley and
Beaumont to assist at a tree over Moss
Vale Road approx 10 minutes from the
Bomaderry roundabout.
Having six members between both brigades who
had just completed the RFS chainsaw course
just two days earlier both brigades were in good
position to attend.
Valley 1 had three crew aboard and Beaumont 2
had two crewmembers.
The police were diverting traffic from the
Valley along Tourist road and police were
turning around traffic at the Cambewarra
Village intersection.
We had in our minds a small tree blocking the
road but what we found was a HUGE tree that
had come down blocking the road completely,
destroying the Armco railing and being not only
in a dangerous location but with a trunk
diameter of 4 metres or more.
With RTA on their way with heaps of guys and
some machinery the RFS crews assisted with
clearing of the accessible limbs and with their
new found knowledge alerted the RTA, on their
arrival, of the dangers present.
With the RTA and their machine working away
the two RFS crews packed up and headed home.
Not sure how long the road was closed but RTA
on site said 2-3 hours to clear the roadway. Both
crews arrived at stations at around 9 pm.
The next three calls came over that windy
period with all calls related to the conditions.
Our second call came at 4.00 pm on Thursday
June 26 for Kangaroo Valley and Beaumont to
attend a fire involving power lines on Mt Scanzi
Road. Kangaroo Valley was away with three
crew and Beaumont five crew.
We arrived at what was a fire that had been
extinguished by a local home owner.
The power lines had arched in the wind blacked
out areas in the Valley and the sparks started a
fire at the base of the power pole.
Even though the fire was out the crew went to
investigate and to do so had to traverse a
paddock.
Valley 1 tanker sunk in the soft ground and we
awaited Beaumont to arrive to extract us.
Unfortunately Beaumont suffered the same fate
so with the assistance of Keith Nelson and his
4WD tractor we were both soon on our way and
back to station.
Our third and fourth calls came on the same day
on Tuesday first July.
The original call at 2.06 pm was for Beaumont
and Kangaroo Valley to respond to power lines
down at the corner of Moss Vale and Mt Scanzi
roads.
As members tried to get to station they were
faced with a car that had driven into fallen
power lines at the corner of Moss Vale and
Bendeela road and was stuck there with the
roads blocked and a person still in the car (as
you would).
A phone call was made to fire control by a
member on scene advising that members could
not get to station and asked that the brigade to

Kangaroo Valley Voice
be re-paged for any members who could access
the station to redirect them to this more serious
incident.
So a new page was sent out for Kangaroo
Valley to redirect to Bendeela and Moss Vale
roads.
At the same time the member who made the
phone call commandeered a car stuck in the
traffic on the Valley side of the incident and
asked for a lift to the station where he got
Valley 1 tanker out and on the way.
Beaumont crew was asked to still attend the
original incident.
When Beaumont arrived at Moss Vale road and
Mt Scanzi Road corner the power company was
on scene and looking after the incident so
Beaumont was about to return to station when
they received another call to attend trees down
near 800 Wattamolla road so they headed off to
that call.
We remained at the car/power lines incident for
fire protection until the Integral Energy
confirmed that the power was cut and the lines
no longer live and causing a danger.
K V ambulance made sure the car occupant was
all ok, police kept the road closed until the lines
had been fixed and power restored.
We returned to station at 3.16 pm.
Not sure what happened to Beaumont though.
The fifth call came at 12.53 pm on Wednesday
16 July for Beaumont and Kangaroo Valley to
respond to a “large fire of unknown origin” in
the Jacks Corner or Beendeela Roads area.
A member who was doing deliveries out at
Jacks Corner stopped by at the location on his
way back to town to join the fire crew at station.
He found a controlled burn-off being done with
people and machinery in attendance.
The member rang fire control with this
information and had members at both Stations
stand down from attending.
This call is logged as a false alarm with good
intent for records.
Sixth call came at 12.32 pm on Sunday 20 July
for Kangaroo Valley and Beaumont to respond
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to a car alight on Moss Vale Rd 5 km east of
Kangaroo Valley.
Valley 1 left with tree members and Beaumont
with five crew.
We arrived at a car that had not actually caught
fire just 100 metres from the top of the
mountain.
The car had thrown a belt and over heated and
the coolant had gone over the motor and
caused a bit of steam which seemed like smoke
to the driver who called 000.
After both crews removed the hazard and the
car from the road both tankers returned to their
stations around an hour later.
This period has also seen members of the
brigade man the sausage sizzle at the open day
at the servo/friendly grocer on Saturday 28
June.
The brigade also had Valley 1 and some
members’ attend the “Kangaroo Valley Winter
Festival” at the Friendly Inn for the kids to
view the fire tanker and assist at the bonfire.
C.A.B.A members also had to attend a first aid
course refresher course in senior first aid which
is a requirement to keep your C.A.B.A
accreditation.
As well as these events some Valley members
who were not able to do the practical and
assessment for the chainsaw course last month
have done same and the brigade now has eight
members who are cross cut chainsaw certified.
Craig Winter for KVVRFB

News items please to
kvvoice@shoal.net.au
or 44 651 621

ANJON
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
MINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE
MOBILE LOG
* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING
SPLITTING
* CHAINSAW OPERATING

JOHN MCKINLEY
KANGAROO V ALLEY
MOBILE - 0428 610 508

* LAWN MOWING
* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
* 4 IN 1 BUCKET
* TRENCHING
* POST HOLE BORING
* SOIL LEVELLING
* POLY PIPE LAYING
* ROTARY HOEING
* STUMP GRINDING
* ANGLE BLADE
* RUBBISH REMOVAL

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS
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Grey Nomad safari
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Council spreads its green home composting

(Continued from page 30)

In 2008/09, 5,000 households in the
Shoalhaven will have the opportunity to get
involved in home composting through
Shoalhaven City Council.
Council has moved to broaden the Green Home
Composting Trial and expand it to 5,000
households throughout the city, following the
initial 12-month trial which saw 200 households
involved in the scheme.
The initial trial, which began in early 2007, was
designed to resource and provides skills for
more than 200 households and enables them to
compost their household garden and kitchen
organic waste. The trial included training,
support and feedback, a pre-trial and post-trial
waste bin composition audit and a number of
participant surveys.The results of the trial show
several positive benefits were gained from the
extension of this initiative.
Over 90% of the project participants have
produced compost for their gardens within the
trial period.Waste audits show a 25 per cent
reduction of garbage in the bin, representing an
annual saving to landfill of 133kg per
household. Across the city this would mean a
projected annual reduction of 6,251 tonnes of
waste going to landfill each year.
83 per cent of trial participants talked about
their compost trial experience with family,
friends, neighbours and in their workplace.
80 per cent of participants said they gained a
Des and Judi heightened awareness which prompted the
implementation of other sustainable changes in
the households, including further recycling,

Our ogling is rewarded and we are given some
freshly-cut tuna which we share at Happy
Hour.
During our travels, we have passed through
many aboriginal communities and stayed in
towns that are predominantly aboriginal.
For the most part, we are depressed by what
we see - communities littered with rubbish,
drunken brawls at night and many sad faces.
The Kimberley is booming but few aboriginals
are employed - the seasonal labour is largely
provided by overseas backpackers.
Meanwhile, aboriginals line up when the hotels
open at noon; there are restrictions on the sale
of alcohol and some communities are "dry",
but entrenched welfare remains the dominant
problem.
We coaxed our fellow nomads to a aboriginal
watering hole in Fitzroy Crossing and enjoyed
a few drinks with some friendly locals who
told us their stories - some sad, some hopeful.
There is evidence of much government
spending on infrastructure (hospitals, schools,
housing) but it will take generations and a
change in attitude (on both sides) to solve the
problem.
Tomorrow is our 20th wedding anniversary
which we will celebrate on 80-Mile Beach.
We have stocked up with champagne for
Happy Hour.

worm farms, and conserving electricity and
water.
Shoalhaven City Council’s Mayor Councillor
Greg Watson said that the home composting
project has the potential to take on a life of its
own.
“From the evidence collected in the trial, the
majority of participants have developed a better
understanding of, and an interest in, their
environmental footprint. This is significant to
our city, as most people find it hard to change
such habits. This project allows for greater
accessibility to sustainable behaviour, and that
is why Council is prepared to see this project
extended to 5,000 more households”.
In support of this project, Council will provide
the compost bin, kitchen tidy and bio bags on
the provision that at least one person in the
household attends an hour long training
program. Council will be calling for expressions
of interest in July, and if more than 5,000
expressions of interests are received, selection
will be on a first come, first served basis,
provided that the requirement to attend the
training session is fulfilled.
“The extension of this initiative could see a
number of potential widespread benefits,
including the improvement of the life of our
waste depots and better backyard gardens and
vegetable patches, reduced transportation of
waste throughout the city, and a significant
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in the
city,” said Mr Watson.

Going to Sydney or the airport?
Going to Canberra?
Sporting events in Sydney?
Weddings?
Formals?
Social functions?
Special Occasions—up to 20 passengers
Wine & Garden tours of the Highlands
“Anywhere—Anytime”

Highlands Chauffeured Hire Cars
Are at your service:
24 Hours Seven days per week
Ring 0400 921 239
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The Sports Report
KANGAROO VALLEY MEN'S BOWLS - Triple the fun !!!
The club is currently running the
Men's Triples tournament where the
competition is fierce with so many
evenly matched teams in the event.

One of the favourite teams to take out the title
are Nathaniel Johns, Kevin Baskcomb and Ron
Burcher team who are eager to kiss the
championship trophy!
The Bias One

Sports club Secretaries
Send your fixtures,
features and results to
kvvoice@shoal.net.au

Rugby League season end draws near
Kangaroo Valley Regan
Cup team is currently 7th
on the ladder with only a
few games to play.
The boys have done their best but with
injuries and strong teams in this year’s
competition they have struggled.

Nathaniel, Kevin and Ron: a formidable team

They try hard every week and always give it
their best on game day.
There are only two more games in the valley
and they are on the 2nd and 9th August so please
come and support your local team.
We would also like to take this opportunity to
thank our sponsors this season who are listed
below, without your support we would not be
able afford the expenses required to field our
team.

This seasons sponsors:
Gold Members;
Kangaroo Valley Supermarket, Dynamic
Tennis Courts, Anchusa Pty Ltd (KV
Roadhouse), Kangaroo Valley Golf and
Country Resort, Glenmack Caravan Park, V
and A Winch, KV Chemist, Enviroquest, John
Smart, KV Plumbing, Selby Earthmoving and
KV Pottery, Lindy Ross and Associates.
Silver Members;
Nowra Bowling Club, Shine Maintenance
Solution, Keith Wearne (Warne and Co),
Harcourts Real Estate and KV Pizzeria and
Takeaway
Thank you
Donna Parker
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Them what whispers down the well,
About the goods they ‘ave to sell,
Will not make as many dollars,
As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers.

Eccles Electrical
Ph 44651037

email: . chamalon@westnet.com.au
*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial

*Refrigeration/Air-con

*Plus Pump Repairs

~Emergency Service Available~

The Village Green Nursery

Paul Obern Arborist Services

Pot Plant to Paddock—Natives, Exotics, Fruit and Ornamental
trees, Tubestock, windbreaks and Hedging

Qualified Tree Surgeon with 10 years Experience

NEW SEASON FRUITAND ORNAM ENTALTREES AND ROSES IN NOW

Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren
for helpful service and advice
“council carpark” Kangaroo Valley, open 7 days

Miss Shelleys Flower Shop
shop 1/98 queen street Berry, (behind newsagents)

bh.02 4464 3674 mob. 0422 687 854
Innovative, Creative, Original and Traditional
Flowering Hours
Monday to Saturday 8.30 am - 5.30 pm
Sunday and public holidays 10-4 pm

Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, Fire
Reduction Clearing, Thinning, Mulching, Dangerous Trees
Removed – all sizes

Call Paul Tel: 02 44651391 or Mobile No. 0403 610 236
Free quotes—Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area

Archie's Artistic Services
44652135
Sculptured Environments in the landscape
Waterfeatures - Fountains - Garden structures
Mosaic and Tile work
Sculptures - Figure - Wildlife - Abstract

DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter

"Your local 'easy being green' Tradesman."
Offering FREE watersaver shower heads & energy efficient light globes
with any callout.

Call Mark or Margo
Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080
Lic. No. 11234
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MIKE & CATHY GORMAN
!"
!"
!"

Electrical Installations – Home/Business
Smoke detectors, Surge protectors, Safety switches
Garden and Entertainment lighting

Mobile: 0427651540
Phone: 44651540
Fax:
44651559
1005 Wattamolla Rd Wattamolla, 2535
Lic No. 46822C ABN 76 031 101 072

Massage Therapist
Karen Palmer DRM
0417 407 212
ATMS accredited
Health fund rebates

Deep tissue, remedial, relaxation and pregnancy treatments available
Monday (all day),Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays

Ian McLean
Phone 4464 3267
Mobile 0427 643 267

Gift vouchers available
Ambulance station community complex

“KANGAROO VALLEY” WATER CARTAGE
LOCALLY OWNED DOMESTIC WATER CARRIERS

Call us for all your:
1: domestic water needs
2: swimming pool fills or top ups
3: when installing septic tanks or water tanks
4: roadwork or driveway wet downs
5: any other of your bulk water requirements
Domestic and small rubbish removal
Craig & Donna: 4465-2170 or 0421 857207

Kangaroo Valley Security
Regular and casual patrols of
properties and premises
Alarm responses – Security signage
Static guarding
Sales of alarms and associated equipment
Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley
Ph 44 651 659 Mob: 042 865 1659
Master Licence No: 407376632

KANGAROO VALLEY
PLUMBING SERVICES

Lee Dale:
Tel 0405 224043
Licence No: 158073C

KANGAROO VALLEY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
Doug Moore

24 hours—7 Days Emergency Service
15 years experience

Physiotherapist
Mobile: 0439 401 120
Email: Thevalleyphysio@hotmail.com
KV Ambulance Station, Mondays

Same day
hot water system replacement
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Them what whispers down the well,
About the goods they ‘ave to sell,
Will not make as many dollars,
As thems wot climbs up trees
an’ ‘ ollers.

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED LOCAL NAIL TECHNICIAN

FERnCROFT RURAL & LANDSCAPING
Deluxe Manicure, Pedicure and Spa
treatments. French polish or
permanent French tips in acrylic or gel.

CREATIVE AND
I.B.D

9.30 am-1 pm Mon to Fri.
Some evenings also available.

44652422 or
0419 921652

Quality full set
from $55

Bookings
essential

Shaun Canavan
9d Meroo Road
Bomaderry.
NSW. 2541
Ph: (02) 44210205
Mob: 0400359669
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Wot’s on in the Valley

Claim the date!
September 6

Special events August 2008

KV School Trivia Night

September 12-14

K. V. Folk Festival

Page 43

Saturday August 9

K. V. Markets

Showground from 8 am

September 13

Council elections

Saturday August 9

Elvis/Johnny Cash tribute

Bowlo

October 4

Concert at Riversdale see p17

Thursday August 14

ADFAS lecture

Berry School of Arts 7-30 pm

May 1-3, 2009

Kangaroo Valley Arts Festival.

Sunday August 17

Architectural Tour Bundanon see page 17

Friday August 22

Meet the candidates

KV Hall 7-30 pm

Saturday August 30

Buster Keaton Festival

KV Hall 7-30 pm

Saturday August 30

Closing date for Calender details see page 5

Organisations are invited to use this page to claim the date
for any events they are planning, so as to avoid doubling up
and clashes with other groups.

Weekly events

Monthly events
Mon (1st)
Mon (2nd)
Mon (2nd)
Mon (3rd)

KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – David Smart 4465 1214
Senior Citizen’s Meeting - 10.15 am – Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club.
Environment Group – 6 pm – The Ambulance Community Complex –
Peter Stanton 4465 1688
A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Betty Allan 4465 1154

Tues (2nd)
Tues (3rd)
Tues (3rd)

CWA 10 am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30 pm Combined Luncheon,
1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting
Pioneer Museum Park. Working Bee 9.00am to 12noon
Werner Bayer 4465 -1058.
Pre School Meeting
Pioneer Museum Park Trust 10-00 am Elaine Apperley 4465 2026
KV Historical Society 1 pm Garth Chittick 4465 1367

Thurs (2nd)

P. & C. Meeting – – KV School

Fri (2nd)

View Club Gen Meeting & Luncheon – 12 pm – Source at Kangaroo

Sat (last)
Sat (3rd)

Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482
Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare, meet at Upper
Kangaroo Valley Hall 9-11 am Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147
8-30 am Traditional service Anglican Church 4465 1585
10 am Contemporary service Anglican Church 4465 1585

Tues (1st)

Sundays

Bi-weekly events
Tuesday (2nd & 4th)

Lions Club – 7 pm Carolyn Green 4465 1384

Thursday (1st & 3rd)

Men’s Group7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 4465 1056

Mon – Fri Bus Service to Nowra and Highlands
4423 5990
Mon –Tues-Thurs-Fri Mass St. Joseph’s 11 am
Mon
Bingo – 5 pm KVB&RC
Mon
1-3 pm Women's Bible Study
Anglican Hall 44651585
Tues
Men's Bowling - noon, Casual
Contact Club 4465 1175 leave name
Tues
10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga 44 651 364
Tues
8 pm Meditation Group
ph 0427 383 645
Tues
Cuppa & kids Sunday School Hall
10am
Wed
Mass St Joseph’s 6-20 am
Wed
Rural Fire Service Training at Shed
6pm
Wed
6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact 44
651364
Thurs
5 pm Golf Croquet
Exercise Class 9-15 am KV Hall
Walking group P.O. 10 am
Thurs
1-3 pm Women's Care & share Anglican Hall 44651585
Sat
Sun
Sun

Sun

1 pm Social Bowls KV Bowling
Club
Bowling Club - 'Barefoot Bowls'
From 1 pm
Anglican Church
8-30 am Traditional service
10 am Contemporary service and
Sunday School
Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am

*
The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered free to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley
*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $36 per year
Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know.
Please tick the appropriate box:

I AM A NEW RESIDENT
I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY
SUBSCRIPTION - (Cheque or Money Order only thank you)
CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS

Your Mailing Address:Name _________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________
K.V. Voice Office:- Pioneer Farm, Kangaroo Valley 2577. Phone (02) 4465 1621
If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you

August 2008

Kangaroo Valley Voice

SCHOOLS & CHURCHES
EMERGENCIES
Preschool
Jacinta Powell
4465 1327
Police
13 1444 or 4421 9699
Public School
Mark McCarthy 4465 1182
Ambulance
000
P&C
Dougall Blanch 4465 1182
Poisons
13 1126
Scots College
Ian Boyle
4465 1089
Integral Energy
13 1003
Anglican Church
4465 1585
Lifeline
13 1114
Sunday School Irene Dunn
4465 1056
Fire
000
Cuppa and kids Jane Gripper
4465 2017
SPORTS & EXERCISE
Catholic Church Anne Dynon
4464 1910
Graeme Mounsey 4465 1597
Uniting Church John Brentnall
4464 1034 Canoe Club
Cricket Club
Greg Thompson 4465 1531
Croquet Club
Heather Kelly
4465 1608
CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS
Vinnie Winch
4465 1448
CMR Institute
Isabel Butler
4465 1248 Fishing Club
John Rose
4464 2384
Lions
Lyn Obern
4465 1391 Golf Club
4465 1341
V.I.E.W. Club
Betty Allan
4465 1154 Ladies Bowling Margery Good
4465 1035
C.W.A.
Gwen Nelson
4443 3409 Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick
Sharon Selby
4465 1186
Amnesty Int.
Libby Turnock 4465 1357 Pony Club
Nigel Lewis
4446 0638
Environment
Pamela Davis
4465 2285 Tennis Club
Wires
4862 1788
Group Secretaries - please check & update details

If undelivered please return to :-
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AGES & STAGES
Cubs/Scouting
Cathy Gorman
Senior Citizens
Bez McKenzie

4465 1540
4465 1873

OTHER ORGANISATIONS
A & H Society
Betty Allan
4465 1154
Alcholics Anonymous Rick
4465 1113
Brogers Creek Landcare Andrew
4465 1482
Historical Society Garth Chittick 4465 1367
FYRE
Karen Harrison 4465 1699
K.V.C.A..
Tony Barnett
4465 1800
KV Garden Group Lee Sharam
4465 1756
KVRFB Captain David Smart
4465 1214
Iyengar Yoga
Rose Andrews 4465 1364
Osborne Park/Hall J. Lenz
4465 1272
Pioneer Museum Elaine Apperley 4465 2026
Rock-Wallaby
Melinda Norton 4887 8256
Tourist Assn
Sue Foster
4465 1165
Upr/Rvr Prog Assn D. Loneragan 4465 1364
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