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Kangaroo Valley Voice 

They are the champions!!! Winners Bowlo Cup 2008 
OH! What a night!  

Who would have thought we would have such a balmy 

autumn evening for the Inaugural Kangaroo Valley ‘Bowlo 

Cup’ handicap swimming relay on Tuesday 18
th

 March …. 

perhaps because there wasn’t a musical instrument in sight it 

didn’t rain?  

And perhaps because we had such a cool February we were due 
for a bit of summer.  
Anyway at the end of a 30c day where else would you want to be, but 
the KV swimming pool?  
The 200 or so participants, organisers and spectators arrived with 
swimmers, goggles, attitude and a sense of fair play.   
A great night of fun was had raising more than $500 for the KV Lions. 
 We won’t push our luck, and will set a February date for 2009. 

(Continued on page 38) 
Helen Nickell, Katrina Thomas, Irene Dunn and Fiona Reid, 

receive their trophies from organiser Alison Baker  

Historic 
occasion 
as the Valley 
receives  
The World  
Youth Day  
Cross and  
Icon 

On Saturday March 29, more 
than 300 followers received the 
symbolic Cross and Icon at 
Hampden Bridge. 
The procession then made it’s 
way to St Joseph’s Church for a 
Service of Prayer led by young 
people.
Following an opportunity for 
private prayer and provision of 
refreshments by the Lions Club, 
worshippers returned to the 
bridge for a riverside mass 
followed by a vigil of prayer. 
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The Editor 

It’s goodbye from them! 

Since coming to Kangaroo Valley to open Jing 
Jo Thai in April 2005, we have been accepted 
into a most amazing community.   
Everyone was so warm and welcoming from the 
beginning and so supportive of our business 
right from the start.   
We have met many incredible people, with so 
much to give and stories to tell over a good 
meal.   
We have felt more content and happy in our 
lives than ever before.   
We have felt more content and happy in our 
lives than ever before.   
Thank you everyone. 

(Continued on page 4) 

All letters must be 
signed by the 
writer and give 
both business and 
home  phone 
numbers so 
letters can be 
verified.  

Mail to : 
The Editor  

c/o Post Office 
Kangaroo Valley. 

2577 

Kangaroo Valley Voice was originally established under 
the Small Towns Program (an initiative of the  
Department of Business & Regional Development). 

K.V. Voice Inc. aims to support & develop the Valley’s 
economic, social & communication infrastructure. The 
Committee & Assistants are all volunteers, who donate 
their time and expertise for the benefit of our readers. 

All Valley residents, clubs & organisations are invited to 
forward editorial submissions.  

The K.V. Voice is financially self sufficient due to 
income received from local businesses and advertising. 
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The statements and opinions expressed in this publication are 
made in good faith by Kangaroo Valley community members. 

K.V. Voice Inc., Committee, volunteers and contributors do not 
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letter or opinions published. Such are published at the risk of the 
contributor,  who accepts liability for any intended publication. All 
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breach of copyright, defamatory or in breach of any laws.  
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Editorial

DEADLINES 

for the May issue of the ‘VOICE’ 
 

Advertising, 
Wot’s On , Calender 

& Sports Report  
April 20, 2008 

Editorial Submissions 
April 22, 2008 

 

Please do not leave your 
submission until the last day;  

being early is a great help to us.  
E-mail kvvoice@shoal.net.au 

44 651 621 

From little things, big things grow! 

Two matters of great moment to preface 

this edition of the Valley Voice, are our 

front page features. 
It is interesting to compare the immediate 

success and foundation for a tradition to begin, 

by the inaugural staging of the Bowlo Cup with 

the development of World Youth Day. 

Firstly a great credit to the relay organisers 
who, convinced of the benefits for a long term 
community involvement, were able to attract 
both sponsorship and participation beyond their 
expectations.
Blessed by good weather in what has been a 
topsy turvey weather pattern this year, their 
efforts were rewarded by the formation of 26 
teams, meaning 104 swimmers and an equally 
large number of supporters. 
The concept encouraged people of all ages and 
abilities to take part and our congratulations to 
the Domestic Goddesses as worthy first 
winners.
In parallel, the valley’s contribution to the 
World Youth Day program was also well 
organised as we hosted part of an event which  
had humble beginnings in 1984 and has grown 
since then in spectacular fashion. 
The simple aims of the WYD movement are  

To provide a moving and sanctifying 

pilgrimage in faith 

To provide the forum for youth to experience 

the power of the Holy Spirit 

To assist the rediscovery of the centrality of 

the Word and Sacraments in the lives of the 

young people 

To enable youth to be witnesses to Christ 

The valley was chosen as one of the overnight 
stops in the Procession of the Cross and Icon, 
with the scenery providing memorable images 
for the participants and the millions watching 
on the internet and in other media. 
The classic comment at the Church after the 
march was, “here’s a case of the Lions feeding 
the Christians” Only in the Valley! 
Another new idea worth pursuing is the latest 

effort from the P & C to stage a daytime, family 
based event, with their “Groove on the 
Green” (see story page 3). 
On that same page is this year’s schedule for the 
ANZAC Day program, which has also grown 
from modest beginnings just a few years ago. 
Joan Bray (the Voice’s journalist at large) was 
part of the founding committee and rightly looks 
with pride at the significance and support the 
Valley ceremony has acquired. 
Joan has had a busy month with Voice as well 
but the extensive research and detail in her 
Kangaroo Valley schools series is evident in the 
quality of the articles she has written. 
Another valley identity soon to be part of a 
journey of discovery is Rosemary Stanton, (a 
member of the Voice team) who has been 
invited to be part of the Prime Minister’s giant 
think tank in Canberra this month. 
Perhaps Rosemary might be able to share some 
of her experiences with us in future months. 
I would would like to remind readers that the 
KV Calender project (covered in our last issue) 
has May as the deadline for submission of 
photographs and paintings for consideration. 
Contact Belinda Webster 44 651 259 for details. 
This is another opportunity to portray the beauty 
and ambience of the valley to a wider audience. 
Well done to all those who supported the Rural 
Fire Brigade in the garage sale; they do deserve 
our congratulations for their comittment to the 
safety and well being of the community. 
Commendable too was the decision of the new 
vingernons at Kangaroo Valley Estate to “pay” 
their volunteers pickers, by a donation to a 
charity of their choice, (see page 11). 
That spirit of support for the community was 
also epitomised last week by a generous and 
spontaneous donation by a long term resident to 
the Valley Voice and we are always grateful that 
people appreciate our efforts. 
Remember back copies of the Voice are 
available at www.lazyfish.com.au      

Carl Leddy
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They will feature on 
a compilation CD 
of Shoalhaven 
artists to be released 
in September.  
They show serious 
musicianship and 
confidently range 
across musical 
genres.
Assai was formed 
by brothers James 
and Tom Devlin, 
both students of 
Jeremy Butterworth 
who has been 
excited hearing 
their talents developing.  
Recently they have been joined by singer/ 
songwriter Christina Mullany, who has brought 
some truly sublime vocals to the already strong 
voices and songwriting of the Devlin boys.  
Together they follow a joint passion for lovely 
acoustics with serene chord progressions and 
vocal harmonies. 
Also during the afternoon there will be FYRE 
youth and School Leaders organising games for 
the younger kids giving adults a chance to 
mingle.
Bring your family, friends, grandparents and 
neighbours.
Make new friends and chat with old ones.  

I would like, on behalf of the P& C, to 

make an open invitation for the whole 

community of the Valley to Smile!  

Sonrier is Spanish for “smile” and that is 
exactly what this young band provides 

every time they play!  
Come to our “Groove on the Green” to be held 
at Kangaroo Valley Golf Course on Sunday 

April 6, at 3 pm and enjoy the sounds of this 
great young band. 
Supporting them are the relative newcomers, 
Assai, with gorgeous acoustic harmonies and a 
relaxed Sunday afternoon groove. 
Sonrier have been Valley favourites for some 
time now.  
They have played at two folk Festivals and 
progressed through the ranks of performers at 
K.V’s Wildfyrefest Battle of the Bands with a 
second in 2006 and first prize in 2007!  
They have also had gigs at the  K.V. Bowling 
Club, the Bridge Hotel in Nowra as well as 
private parties, conducting themselves 
professionally on every occasion.  
Most recently they were slotted to play at the 
Valley Show but scheduling issues meant that 
we had to cancel that performance.  
An immediate offer came from Sonrier to come 
and play for the Valley as a fundraiser, which is 
most generous.  
Their funky, jazzy sounds are hard to resist 
jiving along to for young and old alike.  

P & C invites you to “Groove on the Green” 

“Assai” a support group for now, but on the way up with great harmonies 

Enjoy the sausage sizzle or a drink from the 
licensed bar (no BYO alcohol please!).  
At $8 per person or $20 a family this is great 
value entertainment for the whole community.  
Kangaroo Valley is such a wonderful 
environment of support and love of the good 
things in life.  
Where else can two young bands find families 
and friends coming out to share a blanket, 
food, drink and conviviality whilst 
appreciating their music?  
Come and support us; our excellent little 
school, our fantastic local up-and-coming 
talent and our second to none community 
spirit!  

Karen Harrison   

ANZAC Day this year is Friday 25
th

April, at the end of the School Holidays.  

We are hoping most children will be able to 

attend and be part of the march, the 
service, family day and award ceremony 

afterwards. 
The posters and essays for the competition will 
be collected from the school before break–up 
day and judged by various people in the 
community.  
The Ode and ‘SIR’ poem will be recited by two 
sixth class pupils, three school leaders will be 
flag bearers, while others will assist with the 
distribution of hand waver flags, programmes, 
rosemary and the selling of raffle tickets for the 
Commemorative Gallipoli coin, which is the 
prize.
The March commences at 10 am from Osborne 
Park and if you are planning to be part of that 
please arrive 20 minutes beforehand so the 
Commander can form up the parade.  
Tony Aldred, resplendent in his naval uniform 
will again lead the March and we shall be joined 
by a small contingent from HMAS ‘Albatross.’ 
A ‘fly over’ has been requested, so we hope the 
RAAF and the weather will be kind. 
Two young riders will be part of the parade and 
our thanks to John Keats from ‘Melross’ for his 
generosity. 
Tim Stapleton looks after the flag at the 
Memorial and Larraine Hahlos is our 
photographer for the ‘VOICE.’  

Shauna Broad will have a basket of rosemary at 
the Memorial and programmes will be available 
there and at Osborne Park. 
The March and Service will be for one hour and 
the road will be closed either end from 9.40 
until just after 11am. 
Shop owners always observe this period and do 
not officially open until after the Ceremony, 
though some will set up beforehand 
Through the generosity of the CWA, Morning 
Tea will be available to Servicemen before the 
March and to the public afterwards.  
The Lions Club will be organising their usual 
Sausage Sizzle; the tempting aromas pervades 
the village and children will receive free drinks 
and ice creams.  
Thanks for this to Paul Mulready, proprietor of 
the ‘Friendly Inn’, who every year lends his 
support to ANZAC Day.  
The Service will be compered by Mark 
McCarthy, Principal of the Kangaroo Valley 
Primary, the ANZAC address will be given by 
Larraine Mairinger and the Ministers of 
Religion will be part of the special prayers. 
Martin Barclay and Lance Brown ensure the 
music is on cue and Gayle and Alan Harvey 
take care of the wreaths. 
If you would like to lay a wreath as part of the 
Ceremony, you are very welcome to do so. 
Please have these booked in with Gayle and 
Alan, by 9.30 on Friday morning, then they can 
be called in order and that part of the 
programme will run smoothly.  

The RTA, Rural Fire Brigade, Police and 
Ambulance will be attendance. 
Jacqui Lenz will arrange for the Hall to stay 
open so parents and friends can admire the 
children’s art and literary work and of course 
there will be great excitement to see who has 
won the prizes.  
All of these have been donated by various 
tourist venues so they are usually something 
that all the family can share with the lucky 
winner.
However the commemorative dollar coin that 
will be presented to all children at the school is 
paid for with monies received from the Raffle 
and that is why we have it.  
We are grateful to the CWA for their donation 
of refreshment money as this helps to cover the 
cost of this gesture to all the children.  
One that I sincerely wish to continue.  
It makes ANZAC Day very special and 
memorable for the children and it is hoped this 
will ensure they continue the honouring of this 
very Australian tradition.  
Thanks to Carl for his unfailing support in the 
promotion of ANZAC DAY IN THE 
VALLEY.
I do hope you will attend.  

Joan Bray   

ANZAC Day in the Valley 

Lest we forget 
Kangaroo Valley 

ANZAC Day 
April 25 at 10 am 
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Letters to the Editor (continued)

Upon announcing we would be closing we 
have received an endless stream of support.   
Ranging from suggestions as to possible 
locations where we could re-open in the valley, 
to offers to help us move out of our current 
premises and everything in between.   
Again, thank you everyone. 
Should we have to leave the valley, we will 
leave changed forever, for the better.   
And Kangaroo Valley will always have a 
special place in our hearts, because you found 
a place in your heart for us.      David and Chai 

Jing Jo Thai 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Editor 

….and it’s goodbye from her 

THANKYOU, THANKYOU, THANKYOU. 

JING JO THAI IN THE KANGAROO 

VALLEY

One morning in Feb 2007 as I wondered what 
on earth we were going to do about restoring 
the George Walker Suspension Bridge after it's 
collapse Chai and David came to me to say 
"We will do a fund raising dinner for the 
Museum, when you are ready"    
Oh yes, I thought we should be able to fit a lot 
of people at the restaurant, "oh no" said David 
and Chai, "we'll have it in the grounds and 
Cheryl from Source has offered to help us". 
Most of you know the rest of the story, the 
coloured lights and floral decorations loaned 
and placed by Lyn and Paul Obern and the arch 
of lights, loaned and erected by Elizabeth and 
Bruno Henke, which the guests walked through 
to their tables set with white table cloths,  
serviettes and fine cutlery and glasses.    
Then of course there was the food, so many 
dishes, "so many returns" served by so many 

all age people who donated their evening to the 
Museum.   
Chris Treuen as MC kept the evening rolling 
with laughter and the drawing of the raffles. 
Jeremy Butterworth and Gary Tooth 
complemented each other with their musical 
talent and now March 1st 2008 and $5,600 later 
we have reached the target of $20,000 to meet 
the restoration plans for the Bridge. 
Monday night 24th March 2008 another crowd 
of people all together in the restaurant of Jing Jo 
Thai, with again so many dishes to choose 
from, so many times to return for more and the 
fun, stories and laughter as we all reminisced 
about the three years David and Chai have been 
in the Valley.   
They came with a sense of adventure and no 
thought of it being long, long term but they 
didn't count on what this Valley and this 
community does to newcomers.  
They grew to love the forest, the animals, the 
birds and the people not to mention the friends 
they have made.  
The respect for these two men is impressive, the 
words of thanks, sincere and with deep feeling 
of admiration for their skill, their friendship and 
their work ethics and their humility.     
The young people they have had working for 
them spoke with love and respect for their 
employers, mentors and friends.  
Then there were the stories of Australians, New 
Zealanders and people from all over the rest of 
the world who have lauded the delicious food 
they have enjoyed at the restaurant, "better than 
anywhere else in the world" so many said.  
David and Chai and Cheryl, this community 
wishes you well in whatever venture you next 
undertake and while we hope and have positive 
thoughts that it will be in this Valley we know 
your hearts are here and that you will be back if 
not immediately then down the track.   

Elaine Apperley and all the people of the  

Jing Jo Thai Fan Club. 

The Editor 

FYRESIDE guitar clinic 

Get that guitar out of the attic!  
Beg, borrow or buy a guitar – Guitar Clinic is 
coming to town. 
As part of our talent development program with 
our Indent/Music NSW 2008 grant, FYRE are 
pleased to announce our first guitar workshops 
with Josh Stapleton on Sunday 4 May at the KV 
Public School Hall.  
There will be two 45 minute sessions – 3pm for 
juniors/beginners and 3:45pm for youth.  
Josh will be working through a structured 
program for beginners in the junior session.  
The first lessons will be weekly and cover 
tuning your guitar and basic positions over five 
weeks (May 4, 11, 18, 25 and June 1).  
The clinic then will continue on a fortnightly 
basis during school terms for the year.  
The youth session will be more open-ended, 
depending on the levels of musical experience 
within the group. 
FYRE has also set aside funds to subsidise 
some drama classes for young people in the 
Valley this year, and the nature of these are 
currently under discussion.  
Any money we raise from our WILDFYRE 
festival in June will also go towards our  

FYRESIDE workshop programs. 
The guitar clinic will be free initially, but a 
small charge for the term may be levied later in 
the year, depending on how our workshop 
program develops overall.  
Participants will be working from a 
recommended text (about $20) and will be 
advised about the purchase of an inexpensive 
tuner.
If you have any questions,  
please call on 4465 2003  
or email us at fyreinvalley@hotmail.com 

Kerrie McLeod 

The Editor 

KV Heritage 

The recent series of articles by Don Godden on 
heritage has shown us just how many treasures 
we have in the valley.   
This has got me thinking about what it means to 
live in Kangaroo Valley and just how special it 
is.   
Kangaroo Valley exists with a rich history of 
farming that still goes on today despite the 
pressures of the ever expanding urbanisation of 
rural lands. 
We have seen much of the coastal strip and 
parts of the highlands turn into urban jungles in 
a very short period of time and this is fully 
endorsed by the current state government. 
Kangaroo Valley is more than a rural setting, it 
is a community where the old and new blend 
harmoniously because there is balance.   
With recent developments and growth in other 
areas one gets the sense that we have come to 
cross roads where we need to ask ourselves 
what it is that we want for the community of 
Kangaroo Valley. 
Is further development required?   
If so how much and where?   
Do we shift the balance of the community from 
rural to urban or do we maintain the status quo.  
If we change that balance too much we risk 
being nothing special and just another country 
town that has become urbanised. 
Many of us came here to the valley because we 
didn’t want urbanisation.   
Are we going to have to move?  
I think that we need to protect what we have.   
If we do we all stand to benefit by maintaining 
the special nature of the valley.  
People will want to travel from afar to 
experience the tranquil environment that we 
have all come to live in and love.   
The history of the valley will live on long past 
my demise and future generations will be able to 
experience life in a rural community, yet still 
close enough to where they choose to live.  
Future generations will never know what it is 
like to live in the south coastal rural community.  
This has been lost to the urbanisation that now 
threatens the valley.   
It is earmarked for the expansion of the jungle 
from McDonalds at Bomaderry to the foot of 
Cambewarra.   
The people of Braidwood have already had this 
discussion and their little place in the world 
remains special.   
Maybe it is time for us to also have that 
discussion before greed and over development is 
a way of life for us in Kangaroo Valley. 

Jason Horton 
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Café of the Gate of Salvation is coming to 

Kangaroo Valley as Arts in the Valley 

continues to present Australia’s top 

musical talent
Arts in the Valley is bringing Australia’s 

premier gospel a cappella choir, Café of the 

Gate of Salvation, to Kangaroo Valley to 

conduct a workshop on Saturday 3 May and to 

present a performance on Sunday 4 May. 

The singing workshop will be led by singer, 
composer and leader in the a cappella

movement, Tony Backhouse, on Saturday 3 
May.  
This will be a truly unique event – inspiring and 
fun.
Whether you haven’t sung since the school 
choir, or only yodel in the shower, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to experience the joy of 
expressing yourself through the massed voice. 
The performance by Café of the Gate of 

Salvation on Sunday 4 May will bring to the 
Valley one of the most inspirational groups in 
Australia.  
In the words of John Shand of The Sydney 
Morning Herald, “…Gospel should be joyous 
music, and in this choir’s hearts and voices it 
was.” 
Artistic Director for Kangaroo Valley Arts 

Festival, Belinda Webster said: “I first heard 
Café over 15 years ago and was thrilled by the 
infectious joy they transmit.  
I find their sound irresistible!” 
Café of the Gate of Salvation was formed in 
1986 by Tony Backhouse, and took its 

Another top musical performance coming our way! 

inspiration from the spiritual black slave gospel 
style of music. 
Since its formation, Café of the Gate of 

Salvation has toured extensively and 
continuously in Australia and overseas.  
It has appeared at such diverse events as 
Womadelaide, Melbourne International 
Festival, and for Nelson Mandela’s 1990 
Australian visit. On a relatively recent tour of 

the USA, Café sang in churches in Harlem, 
New York, Birmingham, Alabama, and New 
Orleans, to great acclaim. 
DATES: Workshop – Sat 3 May, 2pm-5pm 

                Performance – Sun 4 May, 2pm 

COST for each: $30 Full; $25 Members;  

$20 Pensioners/students 

VENUE: Kangaroo Valley Hall 

 

 

A.P.Sparke & Broad 
(Established 1897) 

Solicitors & Attorneys 

OBJECTIVE, INDEPENDENT 

ADVICE FOR ALL YOUR 

LEGAL MATTERS 
 

Contact: Philip Broad 

31 Moss Street, NOWRA, NSW 2541 
Telephone: (02) 4421 7688 

 

Incorporating the practices of 
Alan C. Peters. Phelps & Brown and LFJ Norman 
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Dr Bob in the Valley 
Dr Bob Sims MB, BS 

Travel Medicine Specialist and Family Physician 
Shop 3, The Strand, 162 Moss Vale Road Kangaroo Valley 2577 

NEW SURGERY HOURS: 

Monday to Wednesday 9-30am – 12-30pm:  1-30 pm –4-30 pm 

Closed Thursdays; Friday 1pm-5pm 

 By appointment 

Tel: 4465 1966 

Country Women’s Association 

members from Kangaroo Valley and 

Nowra Branches met with the CWA 

State President, Mrs Margaret Roberts 

in the well appointed Nowra CWA 

rooms.     

Mrs Roberts spoke of the ONE MILLION 
DOLLAR Gift received from the 

Woolworths’ Special CWA Trading 

Friday. (The profits of trading from all 
NSW Woolworths’ stores for that day for 

the Drought Relief Fund.)   
Mrs Roberts also spoke of the donation of 
more than $350,000 raised by a special Golf 
Day held by the Australian Open. 
Later Mrs Roberts and several members of 
Nowra branch took the opportunity to speak 
with Mayor Watson about the “possibility of 
hosting a future CWA Conference” which will 
bring about 1000 CWA women into the region, 
to be held at the new Shoalhaven 
Entertainment Centre. 
Tuesday, 6 May 2008, will be the date for 
Guest Speaker, Avalynne Wilby, Shoalhaven 
City Council Waste Minimisation Officer.   
Avalynne’s topics will be:  COMMUNITY 
SHARP PROGRAM, AND RECYCLING IN 
THE SHOALHAVEN, followed by questions 
from the floor.   
The content of the topic “Community Sharp 
Program” will be the presentation about the 
lack of disposal facilities for needles used by 
diabetics and medical use.  
Whether you are a CWA member or not, you 
are most welcome to join the CWA members 
at 1 pm on Tuesday 6 May at the Kangaroo 
Valley Community Hall for this very important 
information session.   
There is no charge. 

Heather Kelly 

Cultural Officer, Kangaroo Valley Branch 

Country Womens Association 
Kangaroo Valley Branch 

Community Corner 

Photograph shows from left::   

Gwen Nelson (Kangaroo Valley Branch 

President). Mrs Margaret Roberts (CWA State 

President), Renee Grant (member of Kangaroo 

Valley Branch) and Jasmine Grant  

(Kangaroo Valley Branch Junior member). 

Kangaroo Valley Public year 3 student 

Olivia Harvey has won an early bird 

prize in the Aunties & Uncles colouring-

in competition, a family pass to the 

Sydney Royal Easter Show.

To qualify for 

the early bird 
prize Olivia’s 

entry was 

received by 
13 March 

and judged 
according to 

accuracy, 

creativity and 
sense of 

colour.
More than 670 
other entries 

were also received from primary school 
students between Helensburgh and Batemans 
Bay. 
Organiser of the competition Jo Munro, said, 

“We are overwhelmed by the number of entries 
that we received so far, and look forward to 
receiving the more. 
“The competition closed on 30 March so that 
winners could enjoy their prizes of a family day 
out in the April school holidays. 
“I’m sure our judging panel will have a difficult 
job choosing the next 16 winners, we would 
dearly love to give every entrant a prize, each 
child has put so much time and effort into 
creating a beautiful masterpiece,” she said. 
  Aunties & Uncles links community volunteers 
with children up to 12 years of age from 
families who could benefit from support. 
Volunteers are able to provide friendship, 
support, role-modelling, family respite and fun 
experiences.
Generally the child or young person is given an 
opportunity to experience life with another 
family, by staying with the Aunt and/or Uncle 
for a weekend each month.  
 “This is a brilliant program that helps children 
from families who are socially or emotionally 
disadvantaged.  
Research has shown that a preventative program 
like Aunties and Uncles can alleviate the stress 
that many families face and that linking children 
with appropriate role models can contribute to 
children developing into well-adjusted adults,” 
said CareSouth’s A&U Coordinator, Clare 
Wilson.
“It is very rewarding for the volunteers.  
Giving time, friendship, care and guidance can 
help build a child’s self esteem and confidence. 
Volunteers need to be caring adults, over the 
age of 21, with a genuine interest in spending 
time with children and consent to a working 
with children check,” said Ms Wilson. 

“Anyone interested in joining the program 

can contact CareSouth on 1300 554 260,” she 

said.

Kangaroo Valley has a winner in the  
Aunties & Uncles colouring-in competition 
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Can you name any of these people? 

The good folk at the Historical Society 

have been approached by a relative of 

one of the people in this photograph who 

received the copy as part of a deceased 

estate. 

They think the shot may have been taken at 
an early K.V. A & H Show but really have 

no idea as to where, when and why and the 

Voice would like to help. 
Perhaps some of our readers may have a similar 
copy or can recognise old relatives in the photo 

and help fill in the gaps.  
Please contact Joan Bray 44 651 851 if you can 
assist. 
Please identify as, from left: (back row 1 to 
10), (middle row 1 to 6) and (front row 1 to 9). 

Joan Bray 

The AGM of the Historical Society was held 

on Tuesday 17th March.  

The Committee was thanked for their dedication 
in 2007 and returned to office for 2008. Thank 
you  to Courtney Clark and Jenelle Branquin for 
their acceptance of the positions of Chapter 
Delegate and Archival Officer.  
There have been an increasing number of 
visitors requesting photographs of past family 
members that are shown and stored at the 
Museum.  
This we now have facilities to do and a charge is 
made for the service. 
Also an increase in the number of letters from 
people wishing to trace families that have had 
some connexion with the Valley.  
Some of these are very tenuous and information 
offered is scanty.  
Naturally the Historical does not wish to ignore 
these requests but it does require many hours of 
research by a knowledgeable volunteer.  
In many cases there is little to go on and no 
information in our Records.  
So the ‘search’ is reliant on our volunteer 
having some knowledge of the past history of 
the Valley, making connexions to families still 
living here and generally ‘nutting it out’.  
This takes time and in many cases, lots of hours. 
Recently our volunteer was able to ‘solve’ five 
such cases and is forever grateful to the caring 
‘older men and women’ in the Valley who so 
willingly gave of their time and substantial 

information to help her piece the histories 
together.   
This has now been diligently recorded and 
added to our stock of Valley history at the 
Museum.  
The Committee wish to continue the service but 
are now considering a scale of charges, as for 

the photographs, so that both the Historical 
Society and the volunteer can benefit from this 
work.  
This ‘user pays’ system will be discussed at the 
next meeting and future clients advised of the 
charges.   
 The Society were delighted with the interest 
from the Community this past year and look 
forward to an interesting and productive 2008.  

Joan Bray  

Historical Society looks at something new 
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Medical musts and mentions 
Flu season is fast 

approaching 

and Flu vaccine 

is now available 

to all who wish 

to be 

appropriately immunised.  

This year the release of Fluvax was 

staged as two of the new strains required 

in this year’s vaccine (A/Brisbane-like 
and B/Florida-like) had low yield and 

therefore longer time frame to 
production.  
Supply through the Influenza Vaccine 
Program for Older Australians was first 
online, early last month (free to over 65s) but 
now production is adequate to cover all 
considered to be at risk. 
Don’t be caught out.  

See your doctor for your shot! 
While on the subject of immunisation, and the 
“dog’s disease”, in particular, I have recently 
had my mind turned to a different type of 
“dog’s disease” – rabies.  
Several fortunate local residents will be setting 
off to exotic destinations as the year progresses. 
Rabies has been assessed as a significant risk 
and immunisation been suggested and given. 
Rabies immunisation is very much under-
utilised.  
The disease is transmitted through the saliva of 
an infected animal, usually a bite (remember 
Stephen King’s Cujo?) but possibly a scratch or 
even inhalation.
In countries where rabies is a problem, dogs, 
monkeys and bats should be regarded with 
extreme caution. Frequently the response to my 
suggestion to an impending traveller to consider 
rabies immunisation is countered with a smiling 
“I won’t go near any animals”, but of course the 
animals have to feel the same way for this 
approach to be successful! 
Three small, relatively painless injections given 
over the space of a month prior to departure 
bestows circulating immunity, avoids the need 
for a painful injection of a blood-derived 
product, possibly in a Third World country and 
may save your life.  
Oh, did I mention that rabies is usually fatal? 
So If you are considering a trip to a rabies-
prone destination for four weeks or more and 
especially if you are travelling “low to the 
ground”, discuss the possible need for this with 
a doctor who is familiar and experienced with 
it’s use and indications. 
I have no plans for overseas travel between now 
and next month, but if you do, take care, plan 
ahead and be prepared!  

Doctor Bob in the Valley 

SHOALHAVEN City Councillor Gareth 

Ward and Shoalhaven Mayor Greg 

Watson have moved to re-allocate 

$10,000 toward the Kangaroo Valley 

Pathways Action group plan to extend 

footpath/cycleways in the Valley. 

The reallocation comes from funds that 
were proposed to be spent on re-vegetating 

the roadside area where tree felling 

activities had been undertaken along Moss 
Vale Road by the Roads and Traffic 

Authority in 2007.   
“Council has already committed $10,000 in the 
year’s budget to support the Kangaroo Valley 
Pathways Action Group Plan for an increase in 
footpaths and cycleways in Kangaroo Valley. 
These additional funds will double Council’s 
contribution and provide real benefits to the 
residents and ratepayers of Kangaroo Valley,” 
Clr Ward said. 
“I don’t see why residents and ratepayers 
should have to fund the revegetation of this 
section of Moss Vale Road seeing as the 
decision to remove trees from this area was 
taken by the RTA.  
I strongly believe that Council must get back to 
basics and provide the community 
infrastructure that is so important to a village 
like Kangaroo Valley – and as one of the four 
Councillors for the Valley, I will continue to 
fight for such positive initiatives and funding to 
support the extension of environmentally 
friendly and important community 
infrastructure.
“Before making the current recommendation, 
Shoalhaven City Council consulted with a 
number of Kangaroo Valley community groups. 
In response, Council received very supportive 
replies for the funds transfer with additional 
representations made by Chris Warren and the 
Kangaroo Valley Tourist Association who have 
requested the installation of historic interpretive 
signage for the Valley.  
It was suggested by Mr Warren that this 
signage could be launched along with the 110th

anniversary of the Hampton Bridge – the oldest 
suspension bridge in Australia.  
“Council has resolved to forward this issue of 
seeking further support for this outstanding 
initiative to the Tourism Development 
Committee in order to see what sources of 
funding may be available to assist with such a 
request.
“I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Mr Ron Bower who has been ever vigilant in 
lobbing Council on behalf of his community to 
see something come of the Kangaroo Valley 
Pathways Action Group Plan.  
I have enjoyed campaigning for these funds 
alongside Ron and I have no doubt we will 
continue to fight for the Valley’s fare share of 
Council funds to see these projects finally come 
to fruition,” Clr Ward concluded.  

Footpath/cycleway 
hopes high for 

additional funding 

PURE HAIR & BEAUTY 
 

Shop 12 Alexandra Street, Berry. 
PH: 02 4464 1110

ONLY 20 MINUTES DRIVE 
 

 
Hair & Skin Solutions For Men, Women & Children. 

  
Monday - Friday 8:45 am - 6:00 pm 

 

Saturday 8:45 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Late Nights Tuesday & Thursday Until 8:00 pm 
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Sophie Warren 

proprietor of 

Crystal Creek 

Meadows in 

Kangaroo Valley 

sits with the two 

awards the 

business has just 

won;  the 

Australian 

Tourism Award - 

Highly

Commended for 

the second year in 

a row and 

the NSW 

Government 

Green Globe 

Sustainability 

Award.  

"Winning these two 
awards 

demonstrates that 

your can operate 
an international 

class of business 

and be mindful of 
the environment," 

says Sophie. 

Crystal Creek Meadows 
Multiple award winning business Early in the month we had our first social event 

of the year: a mystery car tour which led several 
carloads of enthusiastic seekers hunting for 
clues on a trail that led through Belmore Falls 
and Robertson before ending up at Burrawang 
Pub for a much needed lunch.  
With the help of a few well-placed bribes, the 
hunt was won by the team of Lee Sharam, 
Norma Norris and Jenelle Brangwin.   
Many thanks to Jill and Colin Anderson for 
organizing such an enjoyable day. 
Elaine Apperley was our guest speaker at our 
February lunch.  
She spoke about the Pioneer Farm’s project to 
replace the collapsed George Walker suspension 
bridge which now spans the creek at the Farm. 
The bridge has a history of community effort; it 
was originally built by George and some fellow 
farmers on his property in Wattamolla.  
When it was no longer required George offered 
it to the Farm and it was painstakingly 
transported, again by community effort.  
And now that it needs major renovations the 
community has again come to the fore and 
through its support of the Fundraising Dinner 
has helped raise the $20,000 needed to complete 
the project.  
Many of the VIEW Club members had attended 
the dinner and we were all delighted to hear it 
had been such a financial success. 
Our April luncheon will be on Friday 11 April 
at the Source and we would be delighted to see 
new members. Please ring Margaret McLachlan, 
4465 1946, for details.                                
Jenelle Brangwin Publicity Officer 

VIEW Club’s mystery tour 
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Leonine News 

 

For Valley Voice advertising  
please phone 44 651 621 

Youth of the Year 

The Lions Youth of the Year Quest is 

designed to encourage, foster and develop 

leadership in conjunction with other 

citizenship qualities in our youth, at the age 

when they are about to enter the fields of 

employment or higher education, and 

provides students with the incentive to pay 

greater attention to the general qualities, so 

vital in developing our youths into first class 

citizens.  

The qualities sought, apart from academic 

attainments, are those of leadership, 

personality, sportsmanship, public speaking 

and good citizenship. 

The Region Final of the 2008 Quest was held 
in Yass on 16 March.   
Emily Watson, the winner of our Club contest, 
represented Kangaroo Valley Lions Club.   
She and the six other contestants were given 
two impromptu questions and two minutes in 
which to answer.   
They were: 

What effect does technology have on the youth 

of today? 

Emily said that mobile phones, computers and 
MP3 players were good for keeping in touch 
and as a social tool but the internet could be a 
problem when studying because not all the 
information obtained is correct and reliable and 
children are not using books as a resource. 

What does your family do to help with the 

problem of global warming? 

Emily’s family are very aware of the effects of 
global warming and had changed their light 
bulbs to energy efficient ones, replaced the 
shower heads to save water, recycle what they 
can and have installed a waste water treatment 
system. 

The topic of Emily’s five minute prepared 
speech was “My Valley, My Home” and was 
an insight into the way in which Kangaroo 

Valley and living in 
a small rural village 
has helped to shape 
Emily’s life and 
given her a great 
sense of 
community.   
The other 
contestants spoke 
on topics including 
rising interest rates, 
looking after the 
elderly in our 
community, maybe 
the strange people 
in our community 
are not so strange 
and global 
warming.

The contestants 
were all very well 
versed on their chosen topic and spoke with 
facts, figures and a great deal of information on 
their subject.  The winner for Public Speaking 
was a young man from Trinity College in 
Goulburn who threw his heart, soul and some 
theatre into his speech.   
The young lady from Frensham who 
represented the Lions Club of Mittagong was 
the overall winner and she informed us that 
chocolate may be a treat for people in the 
western world but there is a surprising 
association between chocolate/cocoa and child 
slave labour in the Africa. 

The families and respective schools should be 
proud of the way these young men and women 
presented themselves and their information to 
an audience who, I am sure, believe that the 
world is in safe hands with these youths as our 
future.
The next Youth of the Year contest will be held 
in November and students from Year 10 and 
Year 11 are encouraged to enter.   
The Quest offers an outstanding opportunity for 
entrants to vie for major prizes including an 
international tour for the National Lions Youth 

of the Year Champion and national tours for all 
State finalists.   
All State Champions will win a trip to the 
National Convention to compete for the title of 
National Lions Youth of the Year.   

Swimming pool 

On 18 March the inaugural Swimming Relay 
Night was held at the pool.   
This very successful event was organised by 
Alison Baker and sponsored by Kangaroo 
Valley Bowling Club.   
Lions provided the lifeguards and a sausage 
sizzle, and received all proceeds.   
A full report appears on page 38. 

The 2007/8 pool season, and Lions’ licence to 
operate the pool, ended on 30 March.   
Thank you to all our lifeguards for their service, 
and to all patrons for their support.   
For legal reasons, Council cannot renew Lions’ 
licence without first submitting it to public 
tender.   
Kangaroo Valley Lions Club intends to tender 
for a new licence, and we hope that we will be 
able to continue to serve our community by 
operating the pool for several more seasons. 

$7 can save sight – a final appeal 

As reported in the March Voice, the average 
cost to save or restore one person’s sight 
through LionsSightFirst Campaign is just US$6 
– that’s less than AUS$7.   
So a donation of only $20 could save the sight 
of 3 people, and $200 could save the sight of 
30!

To help reach the target, your support is 

needed by 30 April 2008.   
If you have not already done so, please send a 
cheque, in favour of Kangaroo Valley Lions 
Club, to Lions SightFirst, PO Box 6002, 
Kangaroo Valley, NSW 2577 or leave your 
cheque or cash at Kangaroo Valley Post Office 
in an envelope (no stamp required) marked 
“Lions SightFirst. 

Tony Barnett 

Youth of the Year Region Final (l to r): Bonnie (grandmother), Rose (sister), 

Emily( KV representative) and Nerolie (mother).  
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KV Estate have also planted the Shiraz grape 
and when a limited quantity of VOIGNER is 
blended with this vintage, the palate pleasing 
SHIRAZ-VIOGNIER is produced.   
Success came at the 2008 South Coast Wine 
Show, with Bronze medals for their 2006 
VIOGNIER and SHIRAZ. 
The blended wine missed by a small margin.  
A fantastic result for this fledgling Vineyard.  
In recognition of the efforts of the volunteers, 
Barbara and Gerard offered donations to their 
‘charities of choice’.  
The beneficiaries are Children’s Medical 
Research Institute, Royal Flying Doctor 
Service and Kangaroo Valley Lions.  

Joan Bray    

Two thousand years age the Romans 

were masters in the Rhone Valley of 

France and quickly learnt that the rich 

soil and temperate climate could 

produce delectable grapes.  

Now the Romans were fond of the 
odd banquet, and their palates 

were delighted with the fruity wine 

served in golden goblets by nubile 
maidens.  
This was the ‘VIOGNIER’ vintage and 
today it has been saved from extinction 
by discerning growers, in France, Italy, 
California and Australia. 
Barbara and Gerard Volk, whose 
vineyard, Kangaroo Valley Estate, is 
adjacent to ‘Source Restaurant’, planted this 
variety and their olive orchard in 2003. 
Alan Jones, a local horticulturist cares for the 
vineyard and supervises the hand pruning and 
picking , to ensure both are done at a time 
which gives the vines the best chance of 
producing their best quality fruit.  
Flavours arrive in a rush at the end of the 
ripening season and the balance between 
sufficient rain and sunshine is keenly monitored 
to ensure that the harvest is done at the peak of 
perfection.  
Thanks to the generous support of Chris, 
Janelle, Lee, Bruce, Elaine, Warren and Joan, 
Gerard and Barbara were able to send two 
tonnes to Eling Forest Winery for processing by 
the Wine-maker, Michelle.  

The Romans knew a good drop 

Photo l to r: Joan Bray, Gerard Volk, Bruce 

Rodley and Chris Brangwin enjoy a break.   

KV Estate ready for harvesting 
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It is our 
major fund 
raiser for the 
year, and we 
need all the 
support that 
you can 
offer.
Capital 
works such 
as the shade 
sail, and 
veranda  roof 
are big drains 
on the bank 
account! 
Thanks to everyone who supported the pre 
school Sausage Sizzle at the Folk Festival 
Markets.  
We sold out of sausages and made some much 
needed funds for the pre school.  
We will be back selling sausages at the June 
markets! 
We had fun visiting the big school to see the 
Easter Hat Parade.  
The pre school children made some hats too and 
everyone clapped when they stood up to show 
all the people! 
Yvonne Lester from the Indigenous Resource 
Unit visited us at pre school and brought lots of 
interesting stories, games and activities for us to 
do.
Thanks Yvonne! 

Our sand pit 

is ready for 

play again!  
The drainage 

work is 

complete and it 

worked 

perfectly in the heavy rain we had over Easter. 

Thanks to Shaun Prince and Nicholas Carlile 
(ably assisted by Jarrah, Brynn and Marieke) 

for
getting 
the job 
done!
The
sand
pit has 
been
the
place 
to play 
ever

It has been forty years since I helped at 

Tuck Shop and it has changed in some 

ways but not in others.  

The food on offer is different, good 
wholesome toasted sandwiches and mini 

pizzas, freshly made pikelets, fruit drinks 

and ice confectionery and not a cream bun 
in sight!  
I volunteered thinking I would be hopelessly out 
of touch, but was made feel very welcome, 
handed a spatula and a bowl of pancake mix and 
there I was preparing yummy food for the mid 
morning break.  
Remembering the prices is not a worry for the 
children know all that and were so patient with 
an obvious novice.  
No pushing, shouting or bad manners, but then 
when would you expect that behaviour from 
Valley children! 
Lunch time went smoothly, orders fulfilled and 
carefully stacked in baskets for each class and 
collected by the class monitors.  
Then it was time for a ‘cuppa’ before washing 
up and putting away the stock. 
If all this sounds like a bit of fun that you could 
cope with once a term, with the extra benefit of 
enjoying the company of outgoing cheerful 
women, then you should volunteer.  
Eileen Rebeck organises the rosters and just 
loves to welcome new ladies from all age 
groups.
Tel 44 651 182                                   Joan Bray  

Tuck shop helpers have fun! 

It is 50 years in August since the 

Kangaroo Valley Branch of the 

Children’s Medical Research Institute 

was formed by Dorothy Brown.  

Since then there have been many 

dedicated men and women here who have 

given their time and energies to this worth 
while Foundation.  
Now we are in celebration mode and plan a 
dinner on Saturday August 2nd at the Village 
Hall, Osborne Park.  
Cost will be $50 per person.  
Dignitaries and personnel from Head Office 
will be attending, but the most important 
people will be those community members who 

 

Coming 27 June: THE IDEA OF NORTH, Australia's finest jazz vocal group  

CMRI plans big event to celebrate a half century 
have contributed to the fund raising these past 
fifty years.  
Many still reside in the District and their 
support will be crucial to the success of the 
occasion.  
Being so close to ‘JEANS for GENES day’, 
some may choose to sport their very best denim 
attire, while others will decide more formal 
dress deserves an airing! 
The object is to have fun, enjoy good food, 
music and conversation, in excellent company 
and make plans for the next 50 years. 
The Committee are already working to ensure 
the event is memorable and look forward to the 
support of other Clubs in the Village and 
members of the Community.              Joan Bray 

since – the children really missed that play area 
while it was out of action. 
Our next objectives are to erect a shade sail 
over that area of the playground, and to extend 
the veranda roof to make a safer, all weather 

entrance to the pre school.  
Our Winter Dance planning is underway.  
It is to be held on the long weekend in June.  

Hayley enjoys the sandpit 

Easter Hat parade pre school style 

Everyone happy to be back in the sand 
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Flat Rock, for 
example, was said 
to be a place of 
peace and healing, 
where women 
came to give birth.  
It is easy to 
understand why 
they chose that 
place.  
When there are no 
summer crowds it 
is easy to be aware 
of its ancient calm, 
of a quiet energy 
emanating from 
deep within the 
earth, a sense of watchfulness cast down from 
the protective cliffs. 
The power of the sense of place.  
The elderly Pole on the Kosciuszko track felt 
connected by history; I feel drawn to mountain 
wildernesses by what seems to be a hereditary 
pull; but the land itself can exert a powerful 
energy that can stimulate us or calm us.  
It can draw us in with its feeling of peace, and 
for me, that feeling of peace is definitely 
something that is intrinsically part of Kangaroo 
Valley.  
Some time ago I wrote a poem, which I came 
across the other day.  
It seemed to say something of what I have been 
trying to say here. 

“Old man, old man!” 

The brittle leaves of the old gum 

whispered as they softly rustled in 

the breeze. 

Gnarled, swollen limbs looking like 

my gnarled, swollen fingers; 

Body bent like mine. 

“Listen to the words of this place; 

Feel the warmth of the earth; 

Heed the ancient wisdom of the 

rocks. 

This is a place of healing. 

For many moons men have been 

coming here to rest and recover. 

Allow the spirits to do their work.” 

Reflections 

by Jenelle Brangwin 

Over the summer we spent some time 

down at Thredbo and during that time 

we did the summit walk.  

At one of the first information signs that 
are scattered along the track we saw an 

elderly man, walking stick in one hand and 

water bottle in the other, intently reading 
about the first European to climb to the top 

of Australia’s highest mountain, the Polish 

explorer, Paul Strzelecki.   
It was Strzelecki who named the mountain 
Kosciuszko after a great Polish patriot and hero. 
Kosciuszko had fought for freedom and equality 
in his native country, but had also agitated for 
the emancipation of slaves in America, and on 
his death he left a large part of his wealth to 
help this cause.  
We passed pleasantries as you do on the track 

and then again at the next sign and the one after 
that.  
And then he became more voluble and told us 
that this was an emotional journey for him, as he 
was also a Pole, now living in Australia with his 
son.
He talked about the feeling of connectedness he 
had to this place, of reaching back through the 
years to the mind of his fellow countryman and 
his desire to honour a fighter for freedom in this 
land that has always been free and of sharing his 
love for this old, rocky mountain range, now 
covered with the whites and yellows and purples 
of snow daisies and billy buttons and alpine 
bluebells, all so very different from his own 
alpine background. 
For him it was more than simply looking at the 
mountain, little more than a bump in a foreign 
land.
It was the strong attachment he felt towards it. 
What is it that can cause us to have a strong 
feeling of belonging to a landscape we have 
never seen before, to be aware of powerful 

A sense of place 
emotions emerging from the land that make us 
feel content and at peace?  
As a young girl in my early twenties I 
remember hitchhiking around Ireland and 
coming over a hill in Connemara in the wild 
west of the country and seeing a large open 
valley surrounded by dark brooding mountains 
and devoid of all signs of life other that a smoke
- exhaling whitewashed cottage in the centre.  
Its haunting beauty arrested me, but it was the 
feeling that came to me of contentment and 
belonging and understanding that has remained 
with me forever.  
“Now I know” I thought “why I am always 
happiest in isolated mountain regions”.  
For it was from regions like this, although 
probably not this particular valley, that my 
ancestors had come several generations ago.  
I could feel my roots in country like this. 
But it is not only a shared ancestry that can 
promote this sensibility.  
Some land is saturated with feeling and 

Kangaroo Valley is one of those 
places. Nobody can deny the beauty 
of our Valley, but it’s not that that 
I’m talking of.  
There are lines of energy running 
through it and it is very hard not to 
sense the emotion that emanates 
from them.  
There are pockets of peace 
everywhere.  
It is an undeniable place of healing; 
I have both felt and seen it work its 
magic many times. There are some 
who have spoken to me of corners 
in the Valley that can do the 
opposite: generate a feeling of 
unease and disquiet.  
But whether the sensations 
provoked are of disquiet or peace, 
of unease or healing, they are strong 
and cannot be rejected. 
These feelings are not new.   
I have heard that for the Aborigines 
of the area the land held similar 
pulls.   

Kosciuszko country: another inspiring part of Australia 
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Cavendish St Carpets
Will open their doors in Mid April  

with these carefully selected,  
and excellent value

Cavendish St. Carpets 
Cnr Cavendish & Priestley Sts. Mittagong 

Telephone 4871 2400 Facsimile 4871 2600 

Opening specials 

Kangaroo Valley residents, Peter Falstein and 
Robyn Orr,  proprietors of Cavendish St Carpets 

from experienced flooring professionals 

Years in the  

business 

“Frontline”  - Colour steel  - 4 mtr wide 
Level loop pile Polypropylene Mottle grey tones 

$107 per metre laid 
 

“Jumbuck” - 2 great colours 3.66 mtr wide 
Level loop pile Wool Berber  

$125 per metre laid 
 

All carpets laid on quality Dunlop foam underlay 

“Mercury” -  colour grey - 4 mtr wide 
Level loop pile Polypropylene Mottle grey tones 

$95 per metre laid 

“Beachport” - 7 colours  3.66 mtr wide 
Loop pile Sisal Polypropylene  

$100 per metre laid 

Exclusive to us!  
Carpet tiles 50 cms x 50 cms four good colours. Hard wearing 100% Polypropylene 

Ideal for that spare room, workshop area, verandah etc. Supply only 

$40 per square metre    

Pegulan vinyl Super special 4 metres wide 
Supply only $60 per metre Four patterns available 
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Kangaroo Tales 
By Joan Bray 

Kangaroo Valley  
Supermarket 

4465 1512 

Hello and welcome to the Valley! 
We have the one-stop-shop for all your  

everyday and weekend needs 
 Groceries     Specialty breads 
 Delicatessen    Frozen foods 
 Fresh fruit and vegetables DVD hire 
 Chemist lines    Video hire 
Newspapers   Magazines 

Moss Vale Road Kangaroo Valley 

The schools of Kangaroo Valley 
Part 2  

This project about the Valley schools 

from the 1870’s is creating wide interest 

and I have been surprised how many 

past pupils have made contact.  

It seems school memories are kept forever 

in our hearts and we are just waiting for a 

chance to share them.  
So this month the histories and stories are about 
Kangaroo River Public and Hillcrest which was 
later Kangaroo River Upper.  
Linked to the latter is Jerrunga, also known as 
Cranbrook and Fountaindale Public.   

Before the first bridge across the Kangaroo 
River was built in 1878, access to the village 
was by ford.  
The Kangaroo Valley Bridge, of timber truss 

construction, was opened 14th August 1879, 

and was superseded by the magnificent 

Hampden Bridge which came into service on 

2nd February 1898. 

This was fortunate, as twelve days later, a 
deluge of 20 inches created the worst flood the 
Valley had experienced since  1870.  
The timbers were rotten and the loosened deck 
had no resistance to the force of water.  
It was washed away. 
The National Hall or Dance Hall near the river 
was almost submerged and only the roofs of 
some riverside properties were visible.  
A sight every school child would surely 
remember.   
The Kangaroo Valley School had been opened 
in 1871, but the ford access was not suitable for 
small children so getting to school was difficult. 
Some children, living on isolated properties 
were tutored at home by their parents; others 
were in danger of receiving no basic learning.  
The settlers of this period were a feisty lot and 
determined this would not occur. 

Kangaroo River Public School opened on 11th

July 1877, for the children of settlers further up 
the river.  
It was situated where Kelly’s Road is today.  
The first teacher was James Ball, who left two 
years later to start a naval school on HMS 
‘Vernon’.
 Henry Lovell was appointed and stayed until 
1880.
He was followed by Hugh McPhee and George 
Jetson mid- way through 1881.  
Mrs Elizabeth Jetson succeeded him and  
stayed a year and Matthew Montgomery took  

her place in the winter term of 1883.  
It was too cold for him, but Henry Hopkins 
who followed, remained until mid year 1889, 
when Samuel Sproule took over for a term 
before his appointment to Hillcrest.  
At the beginning of 1890 another change with 
Abraham King filling the post.  
However enrolments declined and the school 
closed three months later.  
It did not re-open, as a Provisional School, 
until Christabella Greaves was appointed in 
July 1895.  
Maybe some children went to Hillcrest, less 
than two kilometres up the River near the 
junction of Kangaroo River and Gerringong 
Creek, for those interim years and continued 
their education with Mr Sproule. 

Numbers improved to twenty five and 

Kangaroo River School was returned to 

Public status in 1896, so Miss Greaves 

retained her position until Federation year, 

1901.

Thomas Nainby replaced her, Arthur 
Cruickshank was appointed in 1903 and Roy 
Godfrey came in 1907.  
He was made of sterner stuff and stayed until 
Harry Burns was appointed in 1914.  
After two years, Mr Burns accepted the 
position of teacher at the ‘half time’ schools of 
Budgong Gap and Beaumont and Kangaroo 
River Public closed at the end of 1915, the year 
after WWI broke out.   
A ‘Provisional school’ could be established in 
areas where there were between nine and 
fifteen children but fewer than the twenty five 
required for a Public School.  
Parents provided part of the cost of the 
building and furniture and the Council of 
Education was responsible for books, 
equipment and the teacher’s salary.  

(Continued on page 16) The old Public School, Upper River 
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Kangaroo Tales 
By Joan Bray 

 Talk to the Mayor 
 

Shoalhaven City Mayor  
Greg Watson, will be 

available for interview  
on 

 Monday April 7  
from 10 am, outside the 

Kangaroo Valley Post Office 

The schools were sometimes staffed by 
untrained teachers or those of the lowest 
classification.   
It took many years of petitioning the Education 
Council for the Upper River or Hillcrest 
School to be established.  

In 1881, John Graham had requested a 

Provisional School as there were twenty one 

children living within a two kilometre 

radius of the proposed site.  

This was declined as some of the twenty one 
children were attending Kangaroo River 
School, their parents had no trouble with 
transport and any reduction in the numbers 
would reduce Kangaroo River Public to a 
‘third class provisional’. 
So began the rivalry between the two schools.  
John Graham and his Committee, tried three 
more times in the following seven years, citing 
foggy weather, dangerous roads and increasing 
numbers of settlers with large families, as valid 
reasons for acceptance of the proposal.  
The Inspector reported that there were already 
two schools servicing the area.  
The Kangaroo River Public, six kilometres to 
the south and Fountaindale Public, at 
Robertson, less than 13 kilometres to the north. 
However, he further reported that the children 
in the area were not very regular at attending 
either, that the parents were struggling farmers 
anxious for educational facilities and that 
permission should be granted for a Provisional 
School.
The Committee of John Graham, Jules 

Schreiber, Stephen Cooper, Thomas 

Garrick, Joseph Ogilivie, James King, 

Edward Parrish were delighted and after 

receiving the subsidy cheque for forty- five 

pounds, they contracted Messrs Schreiber 

and Collins to commence work on the slab 

building housing four long desks.  

The Education Council equipped the school 
and Hillcrest opened in April 1888, with an 
enrolment of twenty four eager young minds 
for Miss Kerzia Hall to impress.  

(Continued from page 15) 

Despite her fairly average report from the 
visiting inspector in May, he recommended that 
‘Public’ status be granted.  
However the hard working Miss Hall who had 
maintained a very respectable attendance 
record, was replaced later that year in favour of 
Anne Webb. 
She resigned to marry Robert Graham and 
Samuel Sproule who had been relieving at 
Kangaroo River for the last term of 1889, was 
appointed to Hillcrest in 1890.  
He stayed four years, but numbers fluctuated, so 
in 1892, it was back to a Provisional School. 
Led by Anne Graham, the residents began to 
agitate for a new school building and a 
teacher’s residence, as Arthur Cummins, who 
was master from 1898 -1902, boarded at the 

local Butter Factory and other teachers had been 
accommodated with local landowners.  
There was space for thirty five children but 

the verandah was on the southern side and 

the windows in the western wall.  

The inspector granted improvements to remedy 
this situation and Peter L’Estrange was 
contracted for the renovations. 
An amusing after thought from the Inspector 
criticised Anne Graham, who lived across the 
River from Kangaroo River School, for sending 
her three children, on horseback to Hillcrest.  
He urged Mrs Graham to comply with his 
instruction that children living closer to 
Kangaroo River School be refused admission to 
Hillcrest. 
It is not recorded whether this determined 
agitator for better facilities at the school of her 
choice, obliged! 
 There was a suggestion, in 1904 that the two 
schools amalgamate and a Central School be 

built as the existing ones were at the extreme 
ends of this district. It did not happen.   
At the beginning of 1903, William Kingsell was 
appointed for six years, to be relieved by 
Donald McDonald in April 1909.  
Robert Perry stayed for two years and his 
replacement was Alfred McCarthy in 1913.  
Damaging floods in 1913, forced both local 
schools to close for twelve days.  

The footbridge across the River was washed 

away and a temporary log with handrail was 

replaced with a suspension bridge in 1916. 

Another was built across Gerringong Creek as 
the school was situated between the two 
streams.  
Enrolments were low in 1914 and Mr McCarthy 
became teacher of Hillcrest and Budgong Gap 
from May 1915 to June 1916.  
This was a shared ten day roster and both 
schools were designated ‘half-time’ schools.    
A ‘Half-time school’ was an elementary school 
serviced by itinerant teachers.  
Before 1869, a teacher could be responsible for 
up to seven schools in the remoter rural areas. 
Attendance of groups of at least eight were 
required but by 1908, no fixed number was 
necessary. 
By mid year 1916, Hillcrest was again a 
Provisional School, with C E Johns as master 
and Budgong was ‘half-time’ with Beaumont.  
All this changing of status was a genuine 
attempt to keep schools open and with WWI 
taking manpower, teaching personnel, 
particularly in the rural areas were scarce: so 
women began to be appointed. 
Edith Poole took up the position in 1916, Alice 
Georghegan in 1919, Ann Oxman in 1920, 
Florence Bayliss in 1923 and Alice Murray in 
1925.
They mostly boarded with local families and 
became part of the social life of the community.  
The old Hillcrest school gradually crept into 

terminal decline in the years since the patchy 

repairs of 1902 and the parents became even 

more vocal in their demand for better 

facilities. Even the Inspector feared for his 
safety the floor boards were so rotten.  
The walls were caving in from white ant 
destruction, the shingle roof leaked, the chimney 
was useless and the pupils had the option of 
freezing in the winter or being suffocated with 
smoke if the fire was lit.  
The playground was hilly and unsuitable and 
generally speaking it was a disaster.  
By 1921, the Education Department took the 
matter seriously.  
A new site was decided upon and John Graham 
was paid thirty pounds for his two acres of 
gently sloping ground, the same distance from 
the existing school and the suspension 
footbridge across the River.  
To save time the ‘new’ school was removed 
from a previous site and re-erected for the start 
of the school year, 1923.  
This was the then unused Jerrunga school and 
the twenty three pupils must have been very 
impressed with the swift transformation of their 
learning environment.   

The stories of school days at Upper River and 

the histories of Jerrunga and Fountaindale 

will be related in Part 3,  next month.  

The old school: part of the 2007 Folk Festival 

May I help? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As your Federal member, it is my role to                                                               
facilitate and assist you and your family  

with any concerns you have, please ring me on  
4423 1782 or toll free on 1300 301 790 

I regularly visit Kangaroo Valley  
and am more than happy to call or visit  

you if you cannot get to my office. 

Joanna Gash MP 
Federal Member for Gilmore 
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From now on, I, like you, choose only to deal 
with a flesh-and-blood person.  
My  mortgage and loan payments will therefore 
and hereafter no longer be automatic, but will 
arrive at your bank by cheque, addressed 
personally and confidentially to an employee at 
your bank whom you must nominate.  
Be aware that it is an offence under the Postal 
Act for any other person to open such an 
envelope.  
Please find attached an Application Contact 
Status which I require your chosen employee to 
complete.  
I am sorry it runs to eight pages, but in order 
that I know as much about him or her as your 
bank knows about me, there is no alternative. 
Please note that all copies of his or her medical 
history must be countersigned by a Solicitor, 
and the mandatory details of his/her financial 
situation (income, debts, assets and liabilities)
must be accompanied by documented  proof. 
In due course, I will  issue your employee with 
PIN number which he/she must quote in 
dealings with me.  
I regret that it cannot be shorter than 28 digits 
but, again, I  have modelled it on the number of 
button presses required of me to access my 
account balance on your phone bank service.  
As they say, imitation is  the sincerest form of 
flattery. 
Let me level the playing field even further. 

Bush walk on horseback
through the rainforest

& mountains of
Kangaroo Valley 

Web site www.kangaroovalleyhorseriding.com 

The Man from Kangaroo Valley Trail Ride 

High country mountain ride 
Tel:  (02) 4465 1912
24 Hillcrest View Lane 
Barrengarry
NSW 2577 

A 98 year old woman in the UK  wrote this 
to her bank.  

The bank manager thought it amusing 

enough to have  it published in the Times.  
Dear Sir, 
I am writing to thank you for bouncing my 
cheque with which I endeavoured to pay my 
plumber last month.  
By my calculations, three nanoseconds' must 
have elapsed between his presenting the 
cheque and the arrival in my account of the 
funds needed to honour it.  
I refer, of course,to the automatic monthly 
deposit of my Pension, an arrangement, which, I 
admit, has been in place for only thirty eight 
years.  
You are to  be commended for seizing that brief 
window of opportunity and also for debiting my 
account £30 by way of penalty for the 
inconvenience caused to your bank. 
My thankfulness springs from the manner in 
which this incident has caused me to rethink 
my errant financial ways.  
I noticed that whereas I personally attend to 
your  telephone calls and letters, when I try to 
contact you, I am confronted by  the impersonal, 
overcharging, pre-recorded, faceless entity 
which your  bank has become.  

Grey power with grey matter 
Another interesting take on modern life 

from Wyn Palmer, who says “We can 

relate to this and trust the time we reach 

this age our minds are as sharp as this”. 
When  you call me, press buttons as follows: 
1 - To make an appointment to see  me. 
2 - To query a missing  payment. 
3 - To transfer the call to my living room in 
case I am there. 
4 - To transfer the call to my bedroom in case I 
am sleeping. 
5 - To transfer the call  to my toilet in case I 
am attending to nature. 
6 - to transfer the call to my mobile phone if I 
am not at home. 
7 - To leave a message  on my computer (a 
password to access my computer is required.  
A password  will be communicated to you at a 
later date to the Authorized Contact.) 
8 - To return to the main menu and to listen to 
options 1 through  to 8. 
9 - To make a general complaint or inquiry, 
the  contact will then be put on hold, pending 
the attention of my automated  answering 
service.  
While this may, on occasion, involve a lengthy 
wait, uplifting music will play for the duration 
of the call. 
Regrettably, but again  following your 
example, I must also levy an establishment fee 
to cover the  setting up of this new 
arrangement.
May I wish you a happy, if ever so slightly 
less prosperous, New Year. 

Your  Humble Client 
Remember:

This was written by a 98 year old  woman; 

DOESN'T SHE MAKE YOU PROUD!) Off with their heads! 
Agapanthus are becoming increasingly 

popular in the valley to the detriment of 

our natural bushland.  

It is classified as an environmental weed, 
invading natural bushland and affecting 

the existence of native flora and fauna.   
Originally from South Africa it is a hardy 
perennial, growing in thick clumps.  
The roots displace all other vegetation.  
The seeds fall to the ground and are washed into 
waterways or dispersed by birds.  
In the bush they can prevent natural 

regeneration and reduce 
wildlife habitat as well as 
introduce poisons into the 
soil or poison animals. 
If you wish to keep them 
you can at least reduce the 
problem by lopping their 
heads before the end of 

March.   
The seeds open in April. 
(Please dispose of the heads 
by burning.) 

Diana Jaffray 
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30 years Electrical experience 

Welcome to a special offering 
Melross takes great pleasure in offering 

at auction 19 very special horses from 

the upcoming movie production 

“Australia”, starring Nicole Kidman 

and Hugh Jackman.

Each horse has taken an amazing journey 

and we would like to take the opportunity 
to share some of that journey with you.
All horses were selected for the movie with 
specific requirements in mind.   
Most had prior training in various fields, from 
cutting horses, working stock horses, western 
pleasure horses and show ponies. 
From here, they began a rigorous training 
regime to ready them for the demands of 
working on a film set and to ensure that they 
were safe for the large cast. 
This responsibility was placed on Horse 
Masters, Craig Emerton and Frank Green, 
along with a handpicked crew of Australia’s 
best horsemen and women. 
The horses were asked to accept stock whips, 
flapping tarpaulins, jumps, umbrellas, 
microphone booms, fire, explosions and were 

exposed to many other strange experiences that 
they would encounter in their new jobs as 
movie stars.  
Each horse was schooled to fit its actor’s 
character and extensive training was given to 
the cast at Fox Studios in Sydney to acquaint 
them with their new mounts. 
From here, the “circus” hit the road, traveling 
thousands of kilometers north to Bowen in 
Queensland, where filming began in earnest. 
The fun started with 1000 head of cattle being 
moved through the main streets of Bowen. 
Faced with this and a host of other challenges, 
the horses performed beyond all expectations – 
their intensive training holding them in good 
stead. 
After months in Bowen, the show moved to the 
Kimberley’s in Western Australia where, again, 
these once show horses proved their worth in 
the extremes of the outback burdened with the 
demands of film work. 
Finally, after five months on the road, the weary 
crew made the long journey back to Sydney and 
Fox Studios.  

All the horses were in good shape and had 
escaped the large crocodile population of the 
North!
At Fox Studios, the horses were presented with 
a new set of challenges.   
Life in the studio is a far cry from life on the 
range.   
Ramps, water tanks, concrete floors, miles of 
electrical cables and a large crew squeezed into 
a film studio make for an interesting time for a 
horse.
Now, with filming finished, people in the Valley 
have the opportunity to buy an animal that has 
done and experienced it all.  
What’s more, the purchasers will own a horse 
that for time and eternity will be featured in 
what promises to be one of movie-making’s 
epic stories, directed by the genius Baz 
Luhrmann.
Melross is proud to have the opportunity to offer 
these very special horses and wishes the 
successful purchasers all the best with their little 
piece of Australian history. 

John Keats

More than 2600 dogs and cats in 

Shoalhaven city have been micro-

chipped but are not currently registered 

on the NSW Companion Animals 

Register.  

Shoalhaven City Council will soon be 

notifying those owners who have not 
registered their dog or cat, where the 

animal is over six months of age, of the 

requirement under the Companion Animals 
Act to register their pet.  
Ranger Services Manager Dave Martin said if 
pet owners know their animal is not registered, 
then they should register the pet to avoid being 
issued with a penalty notice.    

Is your dog or cat registered for life? 
“All puppies, dogs, cats and kittens – including 
those sold or given away – must be identified 
with a microchip by 12 weeks of age, or when 
the animal is sold,” Mr Martin said.  
Pet owners should then register their companion 
animal with Shoalhaven City Council.  
Lifetime registration within NSW is a one-off 
payment and all companion animals (dogs and 
cats) must be lifetime registered by six months 
of age at Council’s administration offices in 
Bridge Road Nowra or in Deering Street 
Ulladulla.
If your cat was born before 1 July 1999 and 
they are still residing with their original owner, 
they are not required to be lifetime registered. 
However they must be identified by either a 
microchip or a collar and tag.   

Should the cat be sold or given away it must 
then be microchipped and lifetime registered. 
Penalties apply if a companion animal is not 
lifetime registered with Council under the NSW 
Companion Animals Act.  
Fee schedule for NSW lifetime registration 
include:  

Undesexed dog / cat  $150  
Desexed dog / cat  $40  
Desexed dog / cat owned by a pensioner 

 $15  
Dog / cat owned by a recognised breeder 

 $40  
Dog / cat owned as an Assistance Animal

 Free 
If a pet owner’s circumstance changes, that 
information must be sent to Council within:  

14 days of any change to the registration 
details, that is, if a pet owner moves or 
changes phone numbers or a dog or 
cat is adopted by someone else 

28 days of the dog or cat dying 
four days of the dog or cat going missing 
seven days of the dog being declared 

dangerous or revoking a dangerous 
dog declaration 

Contact:  

Ranger Services Manager Dave Martin    

(02) 4429 3576  

Wingecaribee 

WIRES

Rescue number  

4862 1788 
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Auction Success 
 
Our auction programs are showing great results with over 85% of our properties 
selling within a 60 day time frame. Our unique and cost effective marketing has 
seen great prices achieved with happy vendors and all within a much shorter 
time on the market. Harcourts are the only fully trained real estate agents in the 
Auction process in the Northern Shoalhaven and combined with our Berry office 
we are setting an even higher standard for others to follow. With predictions of a 
difficult market for the year ahead it is important that you choose an agent who 
is at the cutting edge of innovative marketing and negotiation strategies. 
Harcourts regularly attends training in all aspects of professional Real Estate     
practice and our outstanding results are a testimony of this great success.  
For a trusted professional appraisal of your property call 4465 1996 open 7 days.   

 

The Team at Kangaroo Valley 

Harcourts 

 

Harcourts 

 
  P: 4465 1996   F:  4465 1906 
www.kangaroovalleyharcourts.com.au 
                  OPEN 7 DAYS 

Kangaroo Valley Market review. 
The beautiful autumn weather has 
seen good inquiry in the Kangaroo 
Valley area. The turmoil in the 
financial markets, increasing interest 
rates and the credit squeeze has   
created some doubt in the lower price 
brackets; however the upper end 
seems extremely confident.  
Currently we are running four auction 
programs for properties of various 
shapes and sizes and with the 
extensive  coverage these      
properties enjoyed in the Sydney press 
we found market feedback very 
positive towards purchasing in the 
Valley. Our extensive internet coverage 
across 7 internet sites has channeled 
plenty of inquiry from all over the 
world resulting in the sale in 
Wattamolla of close to $2 million from 
a Japan based buyer.  
Our newest marketing initiative of 
video tours has proven to very   
popular. The Wattamolla sale was 
directly attributed to the video tour we 
put together and with tours    
currently active on many of our   
properties, purchasers love the    
ability to re visit the property at their 
leisure. 
With plenty of doom being broadcast 
throughout the media it is good to see 
that the desire to be part of the 
wonderful community of Kangaroo 
Valley is as strong as ever. 

VIEW VIDEO TOUR 
www.kangaroovalleyharcourts.com.au 

Congratulations to  
Green Gum Cabins  

now trading as  
Kangaroo Valley Bush Retreat 

With business now booming        
Harcourts Kangaroo Valley are proud 

to have negotiated the sale of the 
former Green Gum Cabins.   

We wish the new owners well   
 

Harcourts sponsors football team 
Harcourts Kangaroo Valley is proud to 
be a sponsor of the Kangaroo Valley 
football club. In a small town numbers 
are always hard to come up with but 
with the tremendous energy of the 
committee          
Kangaroo Valley will 
field a team in the 
Regan cup. 
Congratulations for 
your great efforts.  
Go Team!!! 
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The perfect setting for 
Spectacular weddings 

Special occasions 
Group bookings 

Inspirational conferences 

www.kangaroovalleybushretreat.com.au 

55 Radiata Road 
Kangaroo Valley 
Telephone 44 651 472 

For bookings 
please call  

(02) 8969 6704 

Exclusive use of  

100 acres with 

magnificent views 

Valley enterprises to the fore 
Some people love nothing more than 

challenging themselves with new ideas, 

concepts and building the businesses that 

develop from scratch. 

There are two more examples this month as 

three residents of the Valley throw their 

hats in the ring by opening new specialty 
shops. 
One of these is Cavendish St Carpets in 
Mittagong. 
Owned by Peter Falstein and Robyn Orr, who 
between them have 65 years of experience in the 
rapidly evolving flooring industry, Cavendish St 
Carpets seeks to address a niche in the market 
with a range of exclusive products from their 
suppliers.
Valley people considering new buliding projects 
or replacement of existing materials would do 
well to consult Robyn and Peter about the type 

of floor covering or floating floor most suitable 
for your needs. (see advertisement page 14). 
The second example of get up and go comes 
from Clare Loh, (who sold the takeaway 
business in The Strand, after husband Johnny 
passed away last year). 
Clare has opened Beautiful Sayang Ku,
(advertisement page 13),  a shop offering 
quality lifestyle clothing from newly restored 
premises, nestled behind The Nostalgia Factory 
in Moss Vale Rd. 
Beautiful Sayang Ku (which means my 
beautiful love) is a venture owned and operated 
by Clare and stocks quality lifestyle clothing 
from such labels as Andiamo, Elle McPherson, 
Fayreform, Love and Lustre, Sheer Bliss, 
Alpaca and much more. 
Catering for a wide range of sizes, the boutique 
has a slight oriental flavour, with labels such as 
Yoshi Jones, featuring silks from Japan, for that 

Peter Falstein and Robyn Orr “giving it a go” 

special occasion, also some special Malaysian 
treasures. 
Clare said “I am delighted with the local 
support I have received and we will be hosting 
special local nights for a more personal touch. 
Meanwhile private viewings or consultations 
are available by appointment”. 

George Phillips of the Gold Coast, was going 

up to bed when his wife told him that he'd 

left the light on in the garden shed, which she 

could see from the bedroom window. ( Boy! 

does this sound familiar! ) 

George opened the back door to go turn off the 

light, but saw that there were people in the shed 

stealing things. 

He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone in 
your house?" and he said "no".  

How to call the police when you’re old and don’t move fast anymore 
Then they said that all patrols were busy, and 
that he should simply lock his door and an 
officer would be along when available. 
George said, "Okay," hung up, counted to 30, 
and phoned the police again.  
"Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago 
because there were people stealing things from 
my shed.  
Well, you don't have to worry about them now 
because I've just shot them." Then he hung up.  
Within five minutes three police cars, an Armed 

Response Unit, and an ambulance showed up 
at the Phillips' residence and caught the 
burglars red-handed.  
One of the Policemen said to George: "I 
thought you said that you'd shot them!"  
George said, "I thought you said there was 
nobody available!"  

Editor’s note:  

Ths was sent to us as a “true story”with “I 

LOVE IT - Don't mess with old people!” added 
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Easter in America:  

Plastic Eggs and 

Politics 

Plastic eggs are not universal but, for the most 
part, they don’t sell many chocolate eggs and 
bunnies around here at Easter. Instead, there’s 
the same old candy we eat all year round – in a 
plastic shell. 
After three local Easter egg hunts this week 
with our three-year old Isobel, our house is 
littered with plastic egg-halves. 
Celebrating Easter in America can be beautiful, 
but I really, really hate plastic eggs, and I don’t 
understand why anyone in their right mind 
would substitute plastic for chocolate. 
Something that perverse seems a sad 
indictment of a dream gone wrong. 

Easter is fast becoming another occasion to just 
sell more of that plastic stuff my kids really 
don’t need – instead of a sweet, consumable, 
confectionary treat. While eggs and bunnies 
are hardly ideal vehicles for the Easter 
message, they still remain, in some ancient, 
mythical sense, fertility symbols that are an 
allusion to the hope and ‘new life’ we celebrate 
at Easter. At its worst, Easter in America is 
becoming a shallow “little Christmas”, almost 
completely divorced from its religious 
foundations, and a shallow sham on a decent 
tradition. 

There is a local Easter tradition, however, that 
is beautiful and a welcome addition to my 
calendar. Several local churches hold a simple 
sunrise service every year within the stone and 

My homing thoughts 
by Sean Scarisbrick 

earth battlements of Old Fort Niagara, right 
where the Niagara River hits Lake Ontario.  
On a site that has seen siege and bloodshed in 
its history, the symbolism of a clean new day is 
sweet and beautiful. 
Singing hymns as the sun rises to the east is a 
moving reminder, and helps put the season’s 
distractions in perspective. 

It would of course do America no respect to 
suggest that the image of plastic covers 
everything going on over here, though 
sometimes it might seem like it does. 

Which brings our discussion to American 
politics. 

My word – how to describe the United States in 
an election year? News of the Presidential Race 
tends to subsume all other intelligent political 
discussion. Everything is subject to The Big 
Race, even the power and activity of the sitting 
president, which seems a bit silly. 
I do love the grand structure of the Presidential 
Race, despite the manner in which it deflects 
attention and power away from the elected 
government that has important tasks at hand. 
While I have been keeping abreast of the race, I 
have absolutely no idea who will win in 
November, and trust no one who says they do. 
For my money, however, the best unbiased 
coverage is at realclearpolitics.com 

Too often, I find that an almost exclusively “us 
or them” outlook cobbles the discussion of 
political and social issues his country, be it the 
private or public sphere. It creates an arena of 
plastic politics where labels such as ‘right’ or 
‘left’, ‘good’ or ‘bad’, ‘Republican’ or 
‘Democrat’, ‘Conservativism’ or (American) 
‘Liberalism’ are hurled and hidden behind. 
People tend, in my experience, to argue too far 
in one direction in order to shore up a barrier 
against the opposition, which makes achieving a 
workable consensus difficult. Useful labels 
become angry, hurled slurs. 

Intelligent, level and nuanced discussion is often 
the victim when emotions rise. 
A few years ago President Bush said, “You’re 
either for us or against us…” That rhetoric 
sounded great to many, if not most, Americans 
in the midst of battle fervour, but left little room 
for those international friends and allies who 
were not in complete lock-step. 
Perhaps he could have phrased that line with a 
little more sensitivity. 
For the record, I don’t believe President Bush is 
half the villain or idiot be is made out to be by 
his detractors – though this doesn’t mean he will 
be remembered as one of the nation’s greatest 
presidents, either. While he has long been seen 
as too far right for the left, on several domestic 
issues he’s been too far left for his conservative 
base. But he’ll be gone soon, which leaves us, as 
I write this, with three options: the Aging War 
Hero, the Young Black Hope, or the plastic her.  

Plastic eggs and politics – this persistent conflict 
between the good, the bad and the profane 
means that America continues to confound my 
hopes and expectations. Sometimes it is a 
disappointment, like an idea half-grasped, or a 
half-full glass. 
When I consider America from a broader 
perspective, however, I see that America is quite 
like me, and it is exactly those weaknesses and 
failings that I despise within myself that so 
pique me. Perhaps these are universal failings 
that disconcert me. Perhaps it is the fact that we 
could be so much closer to perfection – and yet 
seem to settle, too often, for an expedient 
second or third best. 

As a completely unconnected aside:  
I want to lose 30 lbs – about 13-14kgs – by the 
end of August. I’m officially mentioning it here 
so I am accountable to someone.  

Feel free to bug me about getting in shape, or 

about anything that comes up in this column, 

at sean@scarisbricks.net 

Proposed Eco Village in the Valley ….  
 
We welcome the opportunity to work with you to produce 
a truly sustainable project   ………..  environmentally 
                                                         ………… economically  
                                                       ………… socially 
 

We invite your feedback via our web site  www.colys.com.au or you can pick-up a feedback questionnaire from the 
Kangaroo Valley Supermarket Moss Vale Road 
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Kangaroo Valley 
 

Garden Group

Our March activity was to explore two 

lovely gardens in Burrawang.   

They were very different in size, but our 
first garden had been inspired, in part, by 

the second.   
Parking the cars in the main street, we were 
able to walk to the gardens and our lunch, thus 
making it a healthy as well as a horticultural 
day. 
Virginia Ross’s garden in Church Street is on a 
normal house block, although quite long and 
narrow.
She has just finished some renovations to open 
up the windows at the back of her home to 
reveal the full expanse of lawn and shrubbery.  
This delightful garden has various sections, 
such as a rainforest area and a shallow round 
pond in the centre at the end of the slope so 
that one’s eyes are drawn to the whole design.  
With cuttings given to her by an expert, her 

collection of hydrangeas is varied and special 
and is now growing enormous blooms under 
tree cover.   
When these are pruned in winter there are 
smaller plants underneath that come into their 
own.   
However, no matter what we plan, gardeners 
know that not all things respond and in this case 
it was mechanical, with her mower lying like a 
beached whale on the grass with only one 
functional tyre. 
From there we all went for a delicious lunch at 
the Burrawang Hotel and enjoyed the time to 
catch up on life and ask our gardening questions 
in a knowledgeable environment. 
The second garden was on acreage and the 
owner, Bruce Rosenberg, took us on a guided 
tour; he also gave us a potted history of the 
Burrawang area with its rainforest beginnings 
and early land grants, which really set the 
scene.   

Burrawang  
gardens reviewed 

Bruce Rosenberg, his garden and Valley guests 

This is a beautiful garden, which is sometimes 
open to the public for charity.   
Again there are different areas such as a 
rainforest with a native “widow maker” that is 
so old its girth is enormous; a paddock with 
groupings of trees and a sloping vista from the 
house to a pyramid made from stones all 
collected from the property; a lovely dam and a 
smaller one built so that his dragonfly artwork 
could be displayed.   
There is a ‘secret garden’, areas with under 
plantings of daffodils and other bulbs, a shady 
arbour walk and all around is a glorious view of 
the green farmland of the highlands. 
Once again I must thank both these generous 
people for their time, the sharing of their homes 
and gardens and their knowledge and 
enthusiasm for all things growing. 

Lee Sharam Peter Stanton (right) getting more info on tour 

Shoalhaven City Council is warning that 

noxious aquatic weeds are on the rise 

during the warm summer months. 

Shoalhaven City’s Noxious Weeds Officer 
Mr Ian Borrowdale asked all residents to 

report any infestations of aquatic noxious 

weeds found in farm dams, streams or 
ornamental ponds.   

Mr Borrowdale 
said that the most 
prevalent aquatic 
weeds in the city 
are Salvinia and 
Water Hyacinth. 

“Both Salvinia 
and Water 

Hyacinth can have a devastating impact on farm 

(Continued on page 42) 

Aquatic weeds choking 
our dams and streams 

Water Hyacinth 

KANGAROO VALLEY EARTHMOVING  
(ALSO TRADING AS KANGAROO VALLEY BOBCAT & TIPPER HIRE) 
ABN 24 427 N930 266 

NEW WOMBAT BOBCAT. 5 TONNE IHI EXCAVATOR 

VOLVO TIP TRUCK, ROAD GRADER. ROLLER 
THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS COME also available, augers, trencher, rockbreaker, different sized buckets 

 
 

 
Owner operators 
GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE ON 
44 651 172 or mobiles 0408 534 019 or 0407 786 512 

Excavations, drainage, landscaping, small and narrow roads,  
(we have the ideal grader for these roads, dam cleaning. 

ALSO NOW SUPPLYING 
BUSHROCK from hand 

held sizes, to display sizes 
or for a large rock wall, or 

the small rock wall, maybe 
even rocking around your 

dam edge. 
Give us a call, this is  

OUR SPECIALITY. 

WE CAN CART roadbase, sand, soil, 
mulch, blue metal etc (13 tonne) 
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Berry Vets 

 in  

Kangaroo Valley 

Consultations between  10 and 12 am Tuesday  

(House calls available after 12 noon) 
 

Consultation by appointment 
Please phone: 4464-1899 

 

Address: 11 Rectory Park Way, Kangaroo Valley 

Human interest 

stories, news and  

happenings from our 

Kangaroo Valley 

churches
Compiled by  

Ron  Bower 

Anglican Church -

Church of the Good Shepherd
Typical of the community spirit in Kangaroo 

Valley, church members are rallying to take 

on new jobs to ensure we function efficiently 

and effectively despite the absence of a 

fulltime Anglican minister living in the 

Valley.  

It is great to see people willing to increase their 

responsibilities particularly in leading study 

Bible study groups, children’s programs, 

services and preaching.  

We are also very fortunate that a number of the 
Berry congregation are willing to help by 
leading services and preaching.  
At the Palm Sunday services the Rev Terry 
Oades, who attends the Berry Anglican Church 
preached on the character and love of Jesus 
demonstrated by His teaching, healings and 
miracles.  
Terry also pointed out the inconsistency of 
humans, one day wanting to make Jesus king, a 
week later screaming to crucify Him.  
Our rector, Neil Percival, spoke at the Good 
Friday service and Rod Driver on Easter 
Sunday.  
On Sunday 9 March 8 young people, James 
Bricklebank, Ben Ferguson, Blair Ferguson, 
Alex Good, Claire Good, Jenny Good, Victoria 
Rebbeck and Joshua Tynan, confirmed the 
promises that were made for them at their 
Baptism.  
During the service, Bishop Al Stewart preached 
and then placed his hands on their heads, 
praying that the Holy Spirit would give them the 
strength to continue in their Christian walk   
The annual Vestry meeting (business meeting) 
was held on following the 10 am service on 
Sunday 2 March where the financial and 
ministry reports were given and members of the 
new church committee elected.  

Ron Bower, Garth Chittick and Bruce Preston 
will be the Wardens for 2008. 

St Joseph's Catholic church
During Holy Week we gathered to honour the 
final days and hours of Jesus’ life on earth.  
On Easter Sunday the preacher reviewed the 
events of a week that had brought us to the joy 
of Easter Sunday. He began:
‘In Elizabethan England, Edmund Spencer 
wrote of this day: 

“Most glorious Lord of Life that on this day, 

Didst make Thy triumph over death and sin. 

And having harrowed Hell didst bring away 

Captivity thence captive, us to win”.

This past Holy Week in our solemn liturgies it 
has been our privilege and our dread to be 
plunged once again into the Mystery of our 
Lord’s Passion and Death. 
·        On Palm Sunday we ran beside Him as 

He entered through the gates of the City of 
Jerusalem to the acclaim of the palm-
waving crowd. 

·        On Thursday evening we gathered with 
the apostles in the upper room. We heard 
Him speak words over bread and wine by 
which He interpreted His death on the next 
day to be for the salvation of the world. 

·        Late into the night we watched and 
waited in the Garden of Gethsemane, only 
to flee in confusion when He was betrayed 
with a kiss. 

·        On Friday morning with heavy step we 
traced His painful journey to His place of 
execution. 

·         At 3.00 p.m. we stood transfixed on 
Calvary’s barren hill to hear from His 
tortured body the cry: “Consummatum est” 
when the world turned black and was 
empty of God. 

·        We marked yesterday, with prayer and 
fast and an empty silence, until the women 
came with startling news from His grave. 

·        Now this Sunday morn we have run with 
Peter and John to find the stone rolled 
away from the entrance of the tomb. We 
entered. We saw. We believed that what 
was spoken of Him in the Scriptures is 
true. He is not here among the dead. He is 
risen. Risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Now with words Henry Vaughn penned in the 
Seventeenth Century we can cry: 

“Death and darkness get you packing, 

Nothing now to Man is lacking. 

All your triumphs now are ended, 

And what Adam marred is mended. 

To Him be glory, power, praise, 

From this unto the end of days”.

Attendance at the various Liturgies was 
pleasing and especially on Easter Sunday 
morning when there was as many outside the 
Church as there was inside – about 200 in all. 
We welcomed visitors from overseas, 
interstate, from country towns in NSW and 
many suburbs of Sydney.  
Jay Deva Gosselin (8 years old) was baptised 
during the Easter Mass, supported by parents, 
godparents, relatives and friends.  
A delightful pre-prandial was then enjoyed on 
the front lawn of the church.  
Many thanks to all who worked to prepare the 
church for the Liturgies and to all who came to 
join us.  
Easter Blessings to all.  
Our Easter celebrations will last for seven 
weeks until Pentecost Sunday.  
In the meantime we prepare to welcome the 
World Youth Day Cross, Icon and Message 
Stick.
We hope this will be a blessing for the whole 
Valley.

Joanna Gash 
Visiting the Valley 

8th April, 10 – 11 am 
at the Pioneer Motel 

Moss Vale Road 
 

Hi, I’d love to meet you.  
If this time doesn’t suit,  
you can always call me; 

0427 160 170 or  
4423 1782

STOP PRESS: You’re invited to a 
Diabetes Awareness Morning Tea,  

in my office,  
24 Berry Street, 15th April, 10-12 noon 

NO CHARGE.  
Come and try some low GI treats  

and hear Dr Harmelin 

News items please to  
kvvoice@shoal.net.au 

0r 44 651 621 
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...the leading agent in Kangaroo Valley 

New Listings

River frontage, views and 
lush pasture—this 100 acre 

property has it all! 

98.5 acre property with a
5 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
home and great views. 

Big home with granny flat 
and huge entertaining room 

on  3/4 of an acre .

Stunning home on 50 
acres in East Kangaloon. 

Absolutely superb!

 Recent Successful Negotiations 

The advertising campaign for this property on Lake Yarrunga 
achieved excellent response from both Australia and overseas 
with the successful purchasers — who are Australian 
expatriates — willing to exchange sight unseen! With the  
owners  expectations exceeded by $100,000 there are a few 
smiley faces around at the moment! 

Successful negotiations have also recently taken place for a 
very popular restaurant in Berry.  The business was listed with 
agents over the mountain as well, so we were pleased with the 
level of interest we were able to achieve for the owner, having 
introduced it to several interested parties considering a lifestyle 
change to the South Coast. 

We are about to commence another strong advertising campaign in Sydney.   We are really pleased with the effectiveness of 
these campaigns, which continue to achieve a higher level of success than  auction campaigns – must be our own secret recipe 
from 18 years experience!  (Phone us if you would like a run down).  Other wins this month included an editorial in the Good 
Weekend with the Lake Yarrunga property, as well as a second editorial in the Sydney Morning Herald for a West Cambewarra 
property.  
Prices in Kangaroo Valley are continuing to rise at the higher end, with two large vacant acreages in Upper River achieving huge
prices -  the highest being $1.8m for 100 acres!!   

Bouquets to Sally & Janine—who successfully managed more 
than 100 nights of accommodation over the Easter period 
without a hitch!  We are heavily into “intentions” in our office at 
the moment, and our intention for Getaways is to provide an 
exceptional service—with ease.  Setting our sights on it being 
hassle free has obviously worked…with not one after hours call! 

Other Real Estate News    
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The forgotten bean 
by Dr Rosemary Stanton, nutritionist 

The Mexican jumping bean has entertained 

humans for years.  They're not actually 

beans, but are small bumps (or galls) that 

form on a leaf around an egg injected by a 

particular kind of moth.  The larva grows 

and matures and the gall falls to the ground.  

The growing larva then generates heat inside 

the gall and as its muscles contract and relax, 

the 'bean' jumps, covering distances of up to 

10cm.  This design allows the bean to find a 

good spot from which the pupa can emerge. 

We don't eat jumping beans, but we do – or 
should – eat legumes (also called pulses) such as 
kidney beans, lima beans, borlotti, cannellini, 
haricot and black-eyed beans, as well as chick 
peas and lentils.  If calling any of these beans 
'jumping' beans encourages kids to eat beans, 
I'm all for it. 

Beans have been staple foods in some cultures 
and play an important role in many delicious 
Mediterranean and Indian meals.  They store 
well and are cheap and highly nutritious. 

Many people don't use more legumes because 
you need to think ahead so they can be soaked 
before longish cooking periods.  We're rarely 
organised enough to do this.  A secondary 
reason is that many people worry about the 
production of gas in the intestine that follows 
their consumption. 

With winter approaching, using legumes in 
filling soups and casseroles makes good sense, 
so let's take a closer look at these little parcels of 
concentrated goodness. 

Nutritional value 

Legumes retain most of their nutritional value 
through storage and cooking and once cooked, 
they freeze well.  They're rich in protein, contain 
slowly-digested (low GI) carbohydrate, soluble 
and insoluble dietary fibre, and many minerals 
and vitamins.  Such high nutritional values 
make them a good substitute for meat, although 
they don't contain the vitamin B12 found in 
meat. 

Most legumes have little fat, and any fat they do 
contain is the healthy unsaturated kind. 

The exceptionally low GI value of legumes 
indicates that their carbohydrate is broken down 
very slowly to glucose.  This makes them filling 
and also highly suitable for those with, or at risk 
of, diabetes. 

It's important not to eat raw legumes, especially 
kidney beans, as they contain substances called 
lectins which can destroy vitamins and damage 
some cells in the body.  Lectins are destroyed by 
cooking, so cooked beans are not a problem. 

Wind

Gastroenterologist, Terry Bolin, and I wrote a 
book called Windbreaks because we were 
concerned that many people had incorrect ideas 
about gases produced in the intestine with many 
of our patients unwilling to eat legumes and 
other sources of fibre because they thought that 
wind was a sign of faulty digestion. 

In fact, production of gas is normal and shows 
that healthy bacteria in the large intestine are 
getting a good dose of dietary fibre.  These 
'good' bacteria break down fibre and produce 
acids that nourish the cells in the bowel wall 
and discourage the growth of cancerous cells.  
The gases produced are a by-product of this 
healthy colony of bacteria.  Our societal 
problems with wind are social, not medical. 

In a study of normal gas production a few years 
ago, we found that the average Australian 
passed gas 8-12 times a day.  There fibre intake 
was below desirable levels.  Those who ate 
more wholegrains, fruit and vegetables 
(especially legumes) and had a higher fibre 
intake increased their emissions by at least 50 
percent.  This is normal and as long as it is not 
accompanied by any pain or physical 
discomfort, is not a sign of problems.  
Production of very little gas is much more 
problematic.

When people pass wind excessively (say 40-50 
times a day), the problem is almost always due 
to undigested sugars from a very high intake of 
fruit, juices (especially apple juice as it has a 
natural content of sorbitol) or an inability to 
break down lactose (the natural, sugar in milk). 

While we're on this topic, it's worth mentioning 
two other facts.  Any aroma that escapes with 
gas doesn't come from dietary fibre, but from 
substances present in meat, garlic and spices, 
vegetables such as cabbage or broccoli, or beer.  
Secondly, holding onto gas for a short while 
(preferably until you can find a bathroom or 
private spot) does no harm, but trying not to 
pass wind for long periods can lead to pain and 
symptoms of irritable bowel syndrome. 

Cooking legumes 

To cook dried beans: soak the beans in water 
for several hours (place in refrigerator in 
summer).  Pour off the soaking water, cover 
with fresh water and simmer until the beans are 
tender.  A quicker method is to cover the beans 
with water, bring them to the boil, cover tightly 
and stand for one hour.  Pour off the soaking 
water, cover with fresh water and simmer until 
tender.  Beans do not soften in an acidic 
environment, so pre-cook dried beans before 
adding to dishes containing acidic vegetables 
such as tomatoes. 

Pouring off the soaking water reduces the 
natural sugars that cause wind, so this step can 
help those who find legumes cause more wind 
than they are confortable with. 

Black eyed beans, split lentils and tiny whole 
lentils don't need to be soaked and cook in 20-
40 minutes. 

Canned beans 

Canned baked beans are made from navy or 
haricot beans.  Kidney, cannellini, lima beans, 
chick peas and lentils are also available canned.  
Their main downside is the added salt, but salt-
reduced brands are sometimes available. 

Canned spaghetti is junk, but canned beans are 
much more nutritious.  They're especially good 
for those times when you need food fast.   
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Shoalhaven Spring Water Pty Ltd
ABN:   48 114 801 259

PO Box 4050, East Nowra     NSW     2541 

Phone:           (02)  4423.3316 
Fax:     (02)  4422.6073 

Email:    sswater@optusnet.com.au 

Delivery to Kangaroo Valley on Fridays 

Calling all 

Bushcare  

Volunteers 
The great growing season we’ve had in the 
Valley has seen an explosion in the number 
and size of weeds of all description – including 
in the areas where we have spent a lot of time 
re-establishing native habitat to replace vast 
areas of privet. 

We need helpers who can spend two hours a 
month clearing growth from small trees that 
are struggling to compete.  Once established, 
these new plantings will look after themselves 
and grow to provide enough cover to reduce 
weed growth and allow other native plants to 
flourish.

Our main area of activity is on the river bank 
of Riverside Park (behind the tennis courts), 
and upstream (around the netball court and 
beyond).  We want to consolidate the great 
work that has now been going for ten years, 
and extend it in both directions along the river. 

We plan to meet there for an hour or so every 
second and fourth Monday of the month 
around 10am, so if you would like to join in, 
give me a call on 4465 1688. 

Peter Stanton 

Madeira Vine
Anredera cordifolia

or Lambs' Tails 
This weed has established along the river at 
Upper Kangaroo Valley and is spreading down-
stream.  It is also appearing at many other 
places in the Valley, and is becoming a serious 
problem, being the subject of several of our 
funded projects over the last few years.  Last 
year, the Shoalhaven received a State Govern-
ment grant of $98,000 for control of Madeira 
Vine in the area. 

The aerial tubercles fall to the ground and are 
spread by floodwaters.  Sedimentation provides 
a perfect bed for germination and spread. 

This South American import quickly covers its 
supporting plants in a dense curtain of succulent 

The good spring and summer rainfall and 

warm weather have been a treat for the Val-

ley’s rabbit population. 

Landowners interested in controlling their 

rabbit population are invited to participate 

in a training and control program from late 

April to early May.   

Shoalhaven Council and Shoalhaven Landcare  
have implemented this program during 2007, 
with considerable effectiveness, as well as with 
no known impact on either domestic pets or 
native species.  The training lasts for 1 to 2 
hours, and is designed to show landowners how 
to target the Pindone-laced carrots to the rabbits 
in the area, and to minimise the risk to native or 
domestic animals.  People undertaking the 
training will receive the needed volume of car-
rots free of charge from the Moss Vale Rural 
Lands Protection Board.   

The program for this would be something like: 

 ! a training session at 4pm on Wednesday, 

April 16th (this is still school holidays), to 
show landowners procedures for effective 
baiting and reducing risk to non-target ani-
mals (dogs and natives). The venue is still 
to be determined, and is likely to be in Wat-
tamolla Road.  You will get details when 
you register. 

 ! a fortnight of free feeding  and monitoring 
(April 21 to May 3), followed by 

 ! poison carrots distributed to participating 
landowners on Monday May 5th and Thurs-
day May 8th. 

If you are interested, contact: 

Greg Thompson, on 043 1133 000 Shoal-

haven Landcare Assn   

Have you got rabbits 

breading like, er, rabbits? 

WEED ALERT 

foliage.  This chokes the supporting vegetation 
(by loss of photosynthesis) and eventually kills 
the host plants.  Although Madeira Vine is sus-
ceptible to severe frosts, it is thriving in some 
areas, especially at a sub-strata level. 

During March/April the mature plants are easily 
identifiable by the pendulous flower stalks cov-
ered in tiny cream sterile flowers. 

Manual removal may be effective if care is 
taken to remove all of the root system as well as 
the vine and tubers.  Follow up of newly germi-
nating fallen tubercles is usually necessary for 
several seasons. 

Another effective but time consuming method 
of control is the scrape and paint technique.  
Approximately 20cm of stem is scraped with a 
pocket knife and painted with a 50/50 solution 
of glyphosate and water.  The most effective 
time for treatment is Spring to Autumn while 
the sap is flowing readily. 

If you have identified Madeira vine on your 
property and would like help or advice on re-
moval, get in touch with Greg Thompson, on 
043 1133 000.   
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We specialise in all aspects of the pest control industry, including termites, soil treatments, general pests, building & pest inspections. 

We are certified for all physical barriers including granite guard, trithor, plasmite and many more. 

It's not the cost of the service, it's the quality of the service. 

EST 1890 

Star struck    
By Gerard Keyser 

For Valley Voice  
advertising  

please phone  
44 651 621 

This months article comes from your 

foreign correspondent, traveling in 

California with my elderly father.  

From our base at his home in the high 
desert town of  Joshua Tree we have 

embarked upon a couple of ‘road trips”, 

spending quality time together visiting 
some beautiful scenic parks and 

coincidentally some historic observatories 

along the way.  
This previous week we traveled to Sequoia 
National Park in central California to walk 
among the most magnificent trees in the most 
idyllic setting.  
The ground is carpeted with snow, even in early 
spring, the wind soughing through the 
ponderosa pines that make up the under-story. 
The snow is hard packed and the trail is not too 
hard to find even though the snow has covered 
the land, the tops of fence posts showing about 
ankle high.  
I walked for hours among 80 metre high 
Sequoias and boulders the size of buses.  
These trees are so large, up to seven metres in 
diameter, that you cannot actually take a picture 
that does them justice.  
For one thing you cannot get them all in frame 
unless you are 100 metres away or lie on the 
snow looking straight up.  
The average American visitor gets out of his 
car, heads for the “rest room” (toilets),  then 
browses the gift shop.  

After posing next to a tree in the snow they get 
back in their car and move on.  
I am sure that in the summer many intrepid 
hikers will arrive and kids and campers will run 
riot but this day I could trudge off into the 
woods 50 metres and be alone with my thoughts 
and impressions of this soft, silent wilderness.  
The following day we visited Lick Observatory, 
atop Mt Hamilton above San Jose, just south of 
San Francisco.  
A winding narrow road, often not wide enough 
for two cars, brings us to this historic site, 
established with private funds in the 1880’s.  
The trip used to take five hours each way by 
horse drawn cart.  
Still an active research observatory it is home to 
a 130 year old 36- inch telescope, housed in a 
dome where the entire floor raises and lowers 
hydraulically to allow the observer to 
comfortably sit at the eyepiece.  
We astronomers like our comforts.  
The steadiest seeing is often achieved in winter 
when the temperatures at these altitudes are 
regularly below zero.  
Keeping warm is only possible by rugging up 
because a heated observatory would create 
destructive warm air currents, especially 
through the dome slit and hence right in front of 
the telescope.  
Once again the apathy of the average visitor 
was brought home to me when the first tour of 
the dome was attended by only my father and 
myself.  
This telescope was a thing of beauty, an 
engineering marvel of immaculate 
craftsmanship yet 20 or 30 people found it more 
interesting to mill around in the gift shop rather 

than learn about the place they had come to 
visit.  
Knowing the history of the Lick Observatory 
and keenly interested in the work of E.E. 
Barnard (one of the most famous astronomers 
of the 19th century who worked here for 25 
years) I was a bit disappointed in what we 
found.
Not a word about Barnard nor mention of his 
discovery of moons of Jupiter and Saturn, half 
a dozen comets or the dark clouds of smoky 
gas that obscure parts of our own galaxy.  
The grounds were shabby and there were no 
historical signposts to indicate the original 
residences or workshops even though they 
were all still intact.  
In fact we walked to the large dome which 
houses the 120-inch reflecting telescope only 
to find that the light in the dome had been left 
off and you couldn’t even see the telescope.  
I was too disheartened to even complain by 
now.
I’m glad I went but I felt like the old 
astronomers had switched off the lights and 
gone forever.   
Footnote: The 120-inch (3 metre) reflecting 
telescope is still an active scientific instrument, 
instrumental in the current search for  planets 
around other stars.  

Clear skies 
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Going to Sydney or the airport? 
 

Going to Canberra? 
 

Sporting events in Sydney? 
 

Weddings? 
 

Formals? 
 

Social functions? 
 

Special Occasions—up to 20 passengers 
 

Wine & Garden tours of  the Highlands 

“Anywhere—Anytime” 

Highlands Chauffeured Hire Cars 
 

Are at your service:         24 Hours Seven days per week

Ring 0400 921 239  

A mechanical fishway and a healthier 

Shoalhaven River will be the end 

result of the Tallowa Dam 

infrastructure works which began in 

March, according to Minister for 

Tourism and Member for Kiama, 

Matt Brown. 
The Minister said a new mechanical fishway 

created to help lift endangered fish species 

over the dam wall along with better 

picnicking and camping facilities, would be 

a real benefit for the district. 

Major site works at Tallowa Dam 
“These works are not only essential to secure 
the future of our water supply 
and the ongoing health of the river system, but 
will also make the district more attractive for 
recreation and tourism”.  
“A healthier river with a greater variety of fish, 
flora and fauna will be a fabulous benefit for the 
Shoalhaven and is an example of the State 
Government investing in the future.” 
The works include changes to allow for new 
environmental flow releases from 
the dam, as well as the construction of a fish 
passage or ‘lift’ to allow the movement of 
native fish in both directions. 
“The new mechanical fishway will help ten 
native fish species, including the 
endangered Grayling, to migrate between the 
lower and upper Shoalhaven River”. 
“The environmental flows for the Shoalhaven 
River were announced by the NSW 
Government earlier in 2007. 
The Government is anticipating that the 
improvements to Tallowa Dam will improve 
the temperature of water released downstream 
and help attract fish. 
The works should be finished in mid 2009 and 
will see Tallowa Dam as the first dam in NSW 
to have both a fish passage and variable 
environmental flows.  
Native plants and animals are expected to 
benefit and the health of this important river 
should be improved. 
During the construction works, the Tallowa 

Kiama MP, Matt Brown and  Sydney Catchment 

Authority acting Chief Executive Ian Tanner 

give the Shoalhaven the once over. 

Kangaroo Valley Voice Inc 

AGM 
Will be held at 

Pioneer Museum Park 

7 pm 
Wednesday April 23 

 
Information 
44 651 621 

Dam picnic area will be closed. 
Access to the area will continue for bushwalkers 
and for those who wish to canoe or row on the 
lake.
Some restrictions will apply. 
The Sydney Catchment Authority is providing 
information about the details of the closures and 
restrictions in the lead up to and during the 
construction period. 
In addition to the new infrastructure at Tallowa 
Dam, a master planning process for the upgrade 
of Bendeela Camping Ground is currently being 
developed. 
“This process will see community input on the 
design and style of the camping 
ground upgrade,” the Minister claimed. 
“The closures at Tallowa Dam picnic area do 
not impact on Bendeela camping ground, which 
remains open. 
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Stationery: Office—School—Home 

Cards & wrap 
Gifts 
Cash out: over 70 financial institutions 

We appreciate your local support 

44 651 199 

Sculptures 
Watercolours, oils 
K. V. Landscapes 

44 651 621 
Open 10-4 pm daily 

Ah  Ha! 
 

Look what I 
have found 
in K.V. this 

month! 

New arrivals 
surprises
bargains

The Nostalgia Factory 

Hampden Cottage Craft 

The Gallery 149 Moss Vale Rd

K. V. Post Office 

From the village drive across the famous 
Hampden Bridge to see an amazing range of 

Pottery 
Australiana 

Gift ware and furniture 
4465 1350 

Antiques, gifts,  
collectibles, old books, 

antique furniture, 
jewellery, etc. etc. 

44 652 022 

We live in this little corner of heaven and we 

love it; remote, peaceful, and close to nature.   

However if you are running a business here you 
may find that the size of the market in our fair 
valley is well ... kind of small.   
Luckily, we have the internet which not only 
brings the world to us but also takes us to the 
world.

Consequently we have invested a lot of time and 
money into our website (www.lazyfish.com.au) 
over the years growing from a one page 
placeholder to a true online shop front.   

Reaching beyond the valley – 
online shops and e-commerce 

A place where we can proudly show off all 
the products and services we offer.   
A place where we can detail our business 
workings and the principles we work by.   
A place where we can link to local 
businesses, to local weather and most 
importantly to host past issues of the 
Kangaroo Valley Voice 

(www.lazyfish.com.au/
kvvoice). 
Today, over 80% of our 
surveillance enquiries come 
from our website and they 
come from all over the state-
not just our little valley. 
Our “members only” section 
provides a secure portal for 
our surveillance customers to 
access their cameras live 
from anywhere in the world.  
Peace of mind at the click 

of a mouse… 

And from April, we have 
gone one step further and put 
an actual online shop behind 
our online shop front. 

So please consider yourselves invited to take 
a peek at website anytime, any day ... of 
course the real shop is open Monday to Friday 
right next to JD Galley in the heart of the 
valley. 

PS. If you are interested in taking your business online, come and talk to us.   
We are blessed with very talented graphic designers (Morf Design)  

and website builders (Bruce Martin Design) in our little corner of heaven. 



April 2008  Kangaroo Valley Voice Page 32 

Featured artists this month 

The Gallery     in Kangaroo Valley  

149 Moss Vale Road, telephone 44 651 621  
email larraine@onaustralia.com.au 

Plus  works by Rhonda Punnet, Sally D’Ovelle, Sheila Young, Ming Gu, Kirsten Deakin, 

Laurie De Ville, Janet Mulligan, Nathan Aldridge,David Baker and Sue Williamson  

 
 
 
Colin Williams 

 
 
Cyclamen in 
copper pot 
 
 
Oil on canvas 

Right  

Rhona Parker 

Posing 
 

Mixed media 
on paper 

Left 

Larraine Hahlos 

Low tide in 
wetlands 
 
Oil on board 
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KVRFB Update 
Since the last edition of the Valley Voice 

the Brigade has been called out on 5 (+1) 

occasions. 
The First call came at 10.41 pm on Saturday 1st

March to a fire at Bendeela Campground.  

A crew of four headed out in Valley 1 and was 
advised that police were also attending as there 
was a bit of a disturbance there with cars doing 
burnouts etc.  
Police were already on scene when we arrived 
and the people making the disturbance were 
already long gone.  
What we found was a group of friends having a 
good time out camping with what amounted to a 
tiny campfire to sit around.  
Unfortunately as there are no wood fires 
allowed at Bendeela we had to extinguish the 
campfire.  
Even though I understand the need for no fires 
at Bendeela due to the way, in the past that 
some campers have obtained their firewood, to 
go camping and not being able to have a simple 
campfire takes away the ambience of camping. 
Our job took less than a minute to complete and 
we returned to station. 
The Second call (+1) came at 11.59 am on 
Thursday 13th March for Kangaroo Valley and 
Beaumont to respond to bush alight on Bendeela 
Rd. Valley 1 had three crew and Beaumont 2 
had five crew members.  
As we both were responding a call came 
through for both brigades to stand down as the 
fire was a NPWS hazard reduction fire. 
However the crew members on the Valley 
tanker were only aware that the NPWS were to 
have two hazard reductions within the Valley 
when the weather was favorable but not in the 
vicinity that this fire was and this information 
was relayed to fire control center Nowra.  
As a lot of smoke was seen to be coming from 
an area between Moss Vale Rd and the RTA 
depot we asked permission to still respond to the 
location until it could be determined that this 
was either a genuine fire or the NPWS fire.  
On arrival we met up with the Valley Police 
officer who had also headed out to the fire and it 
was confirmed by him that it was the NPWS 
fire.
So both brigades were stood down.  
This is the point of the (+1). 
As we were returning to station a 
misunderstanding in communications had 
Beaumont thinking that a smoke sighting had 
been mentioned on Wattamolla Rd.  
Fire control centre thought that a separate 
smoke sighting had been found and had 
Beaumont responding to Wattamolla Rd with 
Kangaroo Valley to also respond.  
It was only a couple of minutes later that it was 
realized that it was a misunderstanding and that 
there was no smoke/fire on Wattamolla Rd and 
both brigades returned to their stations. (Best 
safe than sorry).   
The Third call came at 1.15 pm on Sunday 16 
March.
Originally Beaumont and Cambewarra were 
called to an MVA involving 2 motorbikes with 
persons trapped that was reported to be on the 
Nowra side of Cambewarra Mountain.  

Shortly after Fire Control received another call 
about a car fire on Cambewarra Mountain 
however the information was very sketchy so it 
was not know if it was a separate incident or the 
MVA with the motorbikes.  
Kangaroo was then also paged to attend the 
reported car fire and/or MVA. Valley 1 
responded with a crew of four and as we were 
heading up Cambewarra Mountain we were 
advised that the car fire was in fact a car that 
had overheated and police had checked it was 
ok whilst on way to the MVA.  
We continued on as the MVA was now 
confirmed to be on the Kangaroo Valley side of 
Cambewarra Mountain.  
Two ambulances were already on scene as we 
at a serious MVA involving two motor bikes.  
One patient had been treated by ambulance and 
was lying in one ambulance whilst all the 
ambulance officers were attending the more 
seriously injured patient.  
His bike was just a mess with the front 
assembly torn away from the bike and he was 
lying against the Armco railing.  
Even though he was quite serious he was also 
very lucky as had he gone over/under the 
Armco there was a 30 metre drop to a flowing 
creek bed.  
At the time of writing the crash investigation 
unit was still determining the cause of the 
accident and the Mountain was closed for a 
number of hours.  
It is however thought that the first rider had 
slowed down through the bends when he saw an 
approaching truck, his mate behind still 
travelling quicker and focusing on the bend ran 
into the back of the first bike.  
This in turn forced the front bike into the rear 
wheels of the oncoming truck. 
The Fourth call came at 5.25pm also on 
Sunday 16 March to an MVA on Priddles Lane 
near Wattamolla Rd, Wattamolla.  
This call comes as a reminder to make all calls 
to 000 rather than to individual members.  
The original call was made to a Kangaroo 
Valley member from a person who said they 

were having trouble, because of the location, 
getting through to emergency services so 
thought to ring a member direct.  
The Valley Brigade member then went to the 
station and was able to ask the duty officer, 
who was already dealing with three other 
incidents in the Shoalhaven, to page Kangaroo 
Valley Brigade to this reported MVA.  
A crew of five headed out and at first traveled 
down Priddles Lane with no luck and decided 
to continue a little further along Wattamolla Rd 
where they met up with police who had come 
via Berry but had also not come across the 
accident.  
The police made enquiries through their 
communications center to find more 

(Continued on page 42) 

ANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICESANJON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  

MINI DINGO DIGGER HIREMINI DINGO DIGGER HIRE  

MOBILE LOG SPLITTINGMOBILE LOG SPLITTING  
JOHN MCKINLEY 

KANGAROO V ALLEY 

MOBILE - 0428 610 508 

A.H. - 4465 1181 

FAX - 4465 1904

* MOBILE LOG SPLITTING 

* CHAINSAW OPERATING  

* LAWN MOWING  

* FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

* 4 IN 1 BUCKET

* TRENCHING  

* POST HOLE BORING  

* SOIL LEVELLING

* POLY PIPE LAYING  

* ROTARY HOEING

* STUMP GRINDING

* ANGLE BLADE  

* RUBBISH REMOVAL 

DIFFICULT & CONFINED AREAS 1.1 MTR ACCESS
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Restaurant hours 
 
Due to popular demand 
Times subject to change at the 
discretion of the restaurant manager 
Luncheon 11-30 am—2-30 pm  
Except Mondays 
Dinner 
Monday, Tuesday 5-30 pm—8-30 pm 
Wednesday  to Sunday 5-30 pm—9 pm 
 

ATM:  Cash regularly available - for 
members and patrons during trading 
hours. 

Is gambling a problem for you? 
Call G Line (NSW) Counselling Services 
on 1 800 633 635. 

 

Phone (02) 4465-1175  
Fax: (02) 4465-1775

Casual gear 

Meat raffle 10 trays 
tickets on sale from 6 pm draw 7 pm 
Bingo at noon 
Thursday (every second Thursday from 

February 26) 
 

Friday 
Meat raffle:  15 trays 
Tickets on sale from 7 pm; draw 8 pm. 
  

Saturday 
Social Bowls:  1 pm.   
Casual gear. 
 

Sunday 
Barefoot Bowls:  1.00 pm. 
Croquet:  2 pm 
Free lessons at the Bowlo 
Casual gear 

We’re back, 

bigger, 

brighter and 

better than ever 
Presenting excellent good value, meals, 
children’s menu and member’s specials 

 

 

Roasts of the day  
 

Fish of the day  
 

Rump steaks 400 gms  

Membership forms available 

at the Bowlo now.  

Only $5 per year to be part of 

a new facility and  

a new excitement  

in Kangaroo Valley 

Trading Hours 
Monday  10 am—9pm 
Tuesday  10 am—9pm 
Wednesday  10 am—9pm 
Thursday  10 am—9pm 
Friday  10 am—midnight 
Saturday 10 am—midnight 
Sunday  10 am—9 pm 
Variation to trading hours is at the 
discretion of the bar manager and may 
be subject to seasonal conditions. 
 

Activities 
Tuesday 
Men’s Bowls noon 
 Casual gear 
 

Wednesday  

Croquet:  2 pm 
Free lessons at the Bowlo 

Latest news from The Bowlo 
1 We are restarting Bingo at the Valley on the Thursday 28th February and will run it every 2nd Thursday from 
then on. We are also running the NBC bus over with players from Nowra. The driver will be the person opening 
the club and the afternoon person will start at 1.15pm so that the driver can get them back by 2.15pm. We are 
charging $14.00 for a 20 game format, lunch and a complimentary glass of wine or soft drink.   
2 Starting on Sunday 2nd March at 5.30pm and continuing on the 1st Sunday of each month, the Restaurant 
will be putting on a $20.00 3 course Carvery Night. Menu will consist of an Entree, 4 different Roasts, 
Vegetables and dessert. Booking are essential as seats are limited. Ring the Restaurant on 44652820
3 Due to popular demand, from Monday 3rd March, the Restaurant will be trading 7 nights a week from 5.30pm 
– 8.30pm Monday Tuesday and 5.30pm – 9.00pm Wednesday to Sunday. Restaurant will be open from 
11.30am to 2.30pm Tuesday to Sunday and closed Monday Lunch.
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4421 0205  Mob: 0400 359 669 

 M & J PEST CONTROL 

 

 Valley Guide 

to eating out 
 

Mediterranean 

Café Bella 
44 651 660 

 
 

Modern Australian 
Source at Kangaroo  

44 651 969 

 

A taste for all palates 
Jack’s Coffee House  

and Eatery 
44 652 796 

 
Value—service and  

a good choice it’s all here in  
Kangaroo Valley.  

you wont want to leave. 
 

Dear Readers 

As our kids become more tech savvy a concern 
for many valley families is how to set rules and 
monitor our children’s use of the Internet and 
the computer.  
This became of pressing relevance to the Floppy 
Household when a change in our family 
arrangements means that each weekend we host 
two older teenagers.  
There were a few immediate things to scuffle 
over.
Three children wanting to download music and 
hook up online with friends meant it was no 
longer possible to share a computer with them. 
An additional computer, couldn’t you share 
yours?  
Well the amount of time spent by each child 
meant that Mr Floppy’s work couldn’t be done 
so an extra computer was set up in the office 
with logons for each child.  
So this brings us to our first rules of engagement 
Shared Space 

All the experts agree that computers should 
NOT be installed in children’s bedrooms where 
doors can be closed and supervision difficult. 
Put the computer in a shared family space where 
you can interact with the children about what 
sites they are visiting and what they are doing 
online. 
Time Limits 

Limit the amount of time spent by each child on 
the computer.  
You wouldn’t let your kids sit in front of the 
television for hours on end so don’t let your 
children sit at a computer for hours either. 

Computers for Wrinklies with Mr Floppy  

One site recommended  

 ! ½ - 1 hour Primary school children 

 ! 1 – 2 hours Teenagers 

Keep Personal Information PrivateYour
children wouldn’t tell a stranger what their 
home address is so make sure they understand 
the importance of keeping their personal 
information such as addresses, telephone 
numbers, bank account details and full name off 
line.  
They shouldn’t share their friend’s details 
either.  
They should be careful of what photos and 
videos they post too. 
Filtering Software 

Install filtering software so the children can’t 
visit inappropriate sites either accidentally or 
deliberately.   
Social Networking 

Join Facebook , MySpace or BEBO as their 
‘friend’ so you can access their websites.  
This is a tricky thing to negotiate as teenagers 
may definitely resent you doing this.  
Teens tend to think of their social networking 
sites as off limits to their parents.  

Talk don’t judge 

This is the hardest one of all as you try not to be 
shocked or horrified at the things they say or 
post to friend’s websites.  
These days they need your support more than 
ever as they negotiate increasingly complex 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Rugby League draw 2008 

J. T. Rebbeck - Earthmoving Contractor 
4465 1329 Mobile 0414 744 258 

Reliable service,                
excellent equipment, competitive quotes. 

Date/Day Ground Team Time

Round 1
5th and 6th April

Spilt Round

Round 2
13th April Sunday

Francis Ryan 
Reserve

St Georges Basin 11.45am

Round 3

20th April Sunday

KV Showground Shoalhaven Jets 2pm

Round 4
26th and 27th April

BYE

Round 5

3rd May Saturday

KV Showground Mt Warrigal Kooris 2pm

Round 6
10th and 11th May

Toyota Centenary 
Trophy no Regan 
Cup games

Round 7
16th and 17th May

BYE

Spare Week
23rd and 24th May

Spare week for 
washed out games

Round 8
31st May Saturday

Des King Oval Mt Warrigal Kooris 2pm

Round 9
8th June Sunday

Centenary Field APOF 10.15am

Round 10

15th June Sunday

KV Showground Albion Park 2pm

Round 11
22nd June Sunday

Gordon Ravell 
Oval

Greenwell Point 
Pirates

2pm

Round 12
29th June Sunday

Nowra
Showground

Shoalhaven Jets 10.15am

Round 13

5th July Saturday

KV Showground Jamberoo Superoo’s 2pm

Round 14

12th July Saturday

KV Showground St Georges Basin 2pm

Spare Week
19th and 20th July

Spare week for 
washed out games

Round 15
26th July Saturday

Des King Oval Albion Park 2pm

Round 16

2nd Aug Saturday

KV Showground Greenwell Point 

Pirates

2pm

Round 17

10th August Sunday

KV Showground APOF 2pm

Round 18
16th August Saturday

Kevin Walsh Oval Jamberoo Superoo’s 1.15pm

Semi Finals
23rd and 24th August

Semi Finals
30th and 31st August

Finals
6th September

Grand Final
13th September

Kangaroo Valley Rugby 
League Football Club  

Kangaroo Valley 

Rugby League 

Football club will 

only be fielding a 

Regan Cup team 

this season.   

Unfortunately we 
were unable to get 

the U16’s together 

for another season; 
this would have 

been the last 
season most of the 

kids were eligible 

to play junior 
football.   
We have struggled 
over the last couple of years with numbers and we needed 
realistically 17 players to be successful this year.  
We only managed to register nine kids in all. 
The response from the community to help fund the football club 
has been fantastic again, to date we have 12 gold members and 8 
silver members.   
If you are interested in becoming a member, which includes 
involvement with the team and a substantial amount of 
advertising please call Donna Parker 4465 2170. 
These are our members so far 
Gold Members; Kangaroo Valley Supermarket, Dynamic Tennis 
Courts, Anchusa Pty Ltd (KV Roadhouse), Kangaroo Valley Golf 
and Country Resort, Glenmack Caravan Park, V and A Winch,  
KV Chemist, Enviroquest, John Smart,  KV Plumbing, Selby 
Earthmoving,  KV Pottery, Lyndy Ross and Associates  
Silver Members; Nowra Bowling Club, Shine Maintenance 
Solution, Keith Wearne (Warne and Co), Harcourts Real Estate, 
Phil Broad, KV Pizzeria and Takeaway 
The season kicks off on the 5th April but our boys do not start 
until the following week.  
The draw for the season which is printed here, is subject to 
change

Donna Parke

communication mechanisms and are 
bombarded by advertising.  

Your Internet bill 

Your connection probably has a monthly 
download limit and all those song and video 
downloads will quickly chew through your 
allowance.  
If you’re not careful you could end up being 
slogged for extra charges and Telstra bills only 
appear after three months so make sure you 
keep monitoring your billing costs on a 
monthly basis. 

Quick Tech Tip 

Test your broadband connection speed. 
Sometimes your broadband speed seems as 
sluggish as a dial up connection.  
Your ISP will usually have a link to test the 
speed but a more objective test would be to try 
the following link. 
http://www.bctest.com.au/speedtest.html 

(Continued from page 35) 

Computers for wrinklies 
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The Sports Report 

It’s always interesting organizing an event 

in Kangaroo Valley, all week I’d been 

hearing, that Yes! I’m entered…looking 

forward to it, yet at 6 pm just 10 teams had 

‘officially’ entered.  

But as the first swimmers hit the water at 6.15 
we had 26 teams and spectators to match. 
Entrants hailed from Barrengarry to Berry, 
Lake Yarrunga to Nowra, from Kindergarten to 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Bowlo Cup 2008 
the semi retired…all were there in a spirit of 
‘have a go” not that many understood the 
‘handicap’ system (including the organizers).  
In fact, Allan Harvey thought you actually 
needed a handicap and having recently suffered 
a serious hand injury, felt well qualified to 
swim. 
The very worthy winners…the Domestic 

Goddesses - in their own words “four women, 

(with) thirteen children, twelve 

grandchildren, hearts of gold, buns of steel” 

swam the same time in the final as they did in 
the initial timing  

round of 82 sec…they seemed to exemplify the 
night!!
So congratulations to the KV Community for 

fantastic support of this new fun event.   

In the words of one of our finalists, “I still 

can’t work out how we got to the final” 

Thanks to our enthusiastic sponsors 

The Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club  

(The Bowlo) for winners’ cheques and 
towels valued at over $200 

Visions Restaurant (at the Bowlo)  

$50 meal voucher  won by the 
Rutherford Racers for pre-registering 
and being lucky 

KV Country Club  

$100 voucher won by the fastest team 
in round 1… 

 Olympic Gold ( The Reid family) who 
completed the 100 metres in 59 sec…
not unlike Dawn Fraser breaking the 
60 second barrier for Women…it was 
a memorable swim which will set the 
standard for future Bowlo Cups! 

Banksia Park  

for Kangaroo Valley Olive oil 

Fudge Addiction  

(Continued on page 39) 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (now a division of the Department of 
Environment and Climate Change) are conducting a 1 week per month 1080 
Fox Baiting Program in the Kangaroo Valley and Bugong Areas. Baiting is 

conducted on various private properties, National Parks estate, Sydney 
Catchment Authority estate and Crown land.  All properties being baited are 

sign posted with the dates of each baiting session.  
Dog owners are asked to ensure their dogs do not wander as dogs are highly 

susceptible to 1080 poisoning.  

 

For any further information please contact Melinda Norton  
or Alison Prentice at the DECC Highlands Area Office,  

Fitzroy Falls on (02) 4887 8244. 
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team 26 comprised, l to r:  

Julie Mairinger, Peter Still, Allan Harvey and Gayle Harvey  

Thanks to our fabulous helpers 

Wendy Allan and her team of timekeepers…John, Serge, 

Sharon and Fi 

Paul Williams, Bob Beasley and Gina Myers also on 
pool deck duty 

The pool staff 

The Lions Club, for making it all possible and providing 
sausage sizzle on the night 

Kangaroo Valley Public School with Mark McCarthy 

and team for their enthusiastic support, stop watches 
and loud hailer 

(Continued from page 38) 

The Mean Machine came complete with sponsorship!  

Team shirts, and Big feet for propulsion.

Left to right Bill Ayling, Mark Bourke, Corey Ayling and Joy Batty 

The engine room of Shauna Broad and Sue Greer who
tried to make as much sense of my guidelines as they 
could

We have learned a few lessons for next year, the main one being 
MORE CHOCOLATE FISH!!!!!                          Alison Baker

For sale 
 

Electrolux floor steamer 
Antique office chair 
Two glass front bookcases 
 

Phone Larraine 44 651 621 
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Them what whispers down the well, 

About the goods they ‘ave to sell, 

Will not make as many dollars, 

As thems wot climbs up trees an’ ‘ ollers. 

DRYDEN PLUMBING SERVICES 
Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter 

"Your local 'easy being green' Tradesman."  
Offering FREE watersaver shower heads & energy efficient light globes 

with any callout.  

Call Mark or Margo 
Phone 44651503 Mobile 0413 99 1080 

Lic. No. 11234 

The Village Green Nursery 
Pot Plant to Paddock—Natives, Exotics, Fruit and Ornamental 

trees, Tubestock, windbreaks and Hedging 
 

NEW SEASON FRUIT AND ORNAMENTAL TREES AND ROSES 
 

 Ph/fax 44 651 533 Janet or Darren 

for helpful service and advice  
“council carpark” Kangaroo Valley, open 7 days 

Paul Obern Arborist Services 
 

Qualified Tree Surgeon with 10 years Experience 

Tree Reductions, Section Felling, Felling, Dead Wooding, Fire 
Reduction Clearing, Thinning, Mulching, Dangerous Trees  

Removed – all sizes 

Call Paul Tel: 02 44651391 or Mobile No. 0403 610 236 
Free quotes—Competitive Prices Kangaroo Valley Area

Ph 44651037     email: chamalon@optusnet.com.au

*All Electrical jobs including- domestic and commercial 
 

*Refrigeration/Air-con            *Plus Pump Repairs 

~Emergency Service Available~ 

Eccles Electrical 

Miss Shelleys Flower Shop 
shop 1/98 queen street Berry, (behind newsagents) 

bh.02 4464 3674 mob. 0422 687 854  

Innovative, Creative, Original and Traditional 
Flowering Hours  

Monday to Saturday 8.30 am - 5.30 pm  
Sunday and public holidays 10-4 pm 

 

Archie's Artistic Services 

44652135 

Sculptured Environments in the landscape 
Waterfeatures - Fountains - Garden structures 

Mosaic and Tile work 
Sculptures - Figure - Wildlife - Abstract   
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Kangaroo Valley Security 
Regular and casual patrols of  

properties and premises 
Alarm responses – Security signage 

Static guarding 
Sales of alarms and associated equipment 

Fully licensed security operative servicing the Valley 
 

Ph 44 651 659  Mob: 042 865 1659 
Master Licence No: 407376632

Ian McLean 
 

Phone 4464 3267 

Mobile 0427 643 267 

MIKE & CATHY GORMAN 

 ! Electrical Installations – Home/Business 

 ! Smoke detectors, Surge protectors, Safety switches 

 ! Garden and Entertainment lighting 

Mobile:  0427651540

Phone:   44651540 

Fax:       44651559

1005 Wattamolla Rd Wattamolla, 2535 
       Lic No. 46822C  ABN 76 031 101 072

“KANGAROO VALLEY” WATER CARTAGE 
LOCALLY OWNED DOMESTIC WATER CARRIERS 

Call us for all your: 
1: domestic water needs 

2: swimming pool fills or top ups 
3: when installing septic tanks or water tanks 

4: roadwork or driveway wet downs 
5: any other of your bulk water requirements

Local rubbish service on a weekly or fortnightly basis  

Call:  Mark & Jodi: 4465-1042 or 0418 426343 
Craig & Donna: 4465-2170 or 0421 857207 

   KANGAROO VALLEY     

     PHYSIOTHERAPY 

Doug Moore 
Physiotherapist 

Mobile: 0439 401 120 
Email: Thevalleyphysio@hotmail.com

KV Ambulance Station, Mondays 

Massage Therapist 
Karen Palmer DRM 

0417 407 212 
ATMS accredited 

Health fund rebates 
Deep tissue, remedial, relaxation and pregnancy treatments available 

Monday (all day), Wednesday and Saturday mornings 

Gift vouchers available 
Ambulance station community complex 

Lee Dale:  
Tel  0405 224043  

Licence No: 158073C 
 

24 hours—7 Days Emergency Service 
                15 years experience  

KANGAROO VALLEY  

PLUMBING SERVICES

Same day  
hot water system replacement
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Shaun Canavan 
 
 
9d Meroo Road 
Bomaderry.  
NSW. 2541 
Ph: (02) 44210205 
Mob: 0400359669 

KVRFB Update 

dams and creeks and stored water systems,” Mr 
Borrowdale said. 
“Aquatic weeds multiply rapidly during the 
warm summer months and can quickly choke 
streams and dams.   
They are particularly difficult to control and 
plants such as Water Hyacinth set seed which 
can remain viable for many years.  
This will then mean that residents will be liable 
for ongoing maintenance and monitoring of 
infested sites.” 
Salvinia is a weed of national significance and 
Council’s Weed Officer should be notified of 
any infestation.  
Water Hyacinth is a noxious weed and 

infestations should be controlled.  
Mr Borrowdale said that many Aquatic Weeds 
are spread by people who give small samples of 
these weeds to neighbours and friends to 
beautify their dam or water feature.   
“They may not know they are giving their 
friends a noxious weed which may cost several 
thousand dollars to control.” Mr Borrowdale 
said.  
“In addition they are breaking the law by 
distributing noxious weed material.” 
Mr Borrowdale urged all residents to make 
themselves familiar with the Aquatic Weeds 
found growing in the Shoalhaven by visiting 
Council’s internet site at 
www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/environment/
weeds or visit the South Coast site at 
www.esc.nsw.gov.au/weeds.
You can also contact Council’s Noxious Weeds 
Office for information on  
(02) 4429 3832. 

(Continued from page 24) 

Noxious weed warning 

Salvinia 

information from the caller who reported it to 
them. The caller came from Priddles Lane and 
we all met up with them to be taken to the 
accident location.  
The family traveling in the vehicle was very 
lucky but also unlucky.  
They had moved over to the far left of the road 
as another car was approaching and literally 
the shoulder gave way.  
No wonder no one saw the vehicle as it was 10 
metres down an embankment, on its left hand 
side and was only stopped from rolling further 
by a single small tree.  
All occupants managed to get out the vehicle 
themselves with minimal injuries, but the car 
stayed put over night and I’m sure it would 
have been a write off.  
The crew returned to station around 7 pm. 
The Fifth call came at 12.52 pm for Kangaroo 
Valley to respond to Cambewarra Lookout Rd 
Beaumont to assist Beaumont brigade with 
bush alight.  
Beaumont received the call to the fire and had 
the fire contained when they had a fuel pump 
problem to the water tank pump on their truck. 
With the pump non operational the Beaumont 
crew set up the portable pump and continued 
with the fire.  
They then asked for another brigade to assist 
with the black out and mop up.  
Kangaroo Valley 1 was away with two crew as 
there was not really a need for manpower 
rather just water as Beaumont had six crew 
with their vehicle and could be utilized on the 
Valley tanker if required.  
Valley 1 arrived and assisted with blackout just 
as Beaumont was at the minimum water 
requirements.
After 15 minutes Bill Povey, Captain 
Beaumont Brigade, declared fire as out and we 
returned to station and Beaumont to the 
workshop for repairs.  
A great job was done by Beaumont crew using 
the portable pump to contain this fire. 
Thank you; 

To all those people who donated items for the 
Brigade to on sell at the Garage sale over the 
Easter Long Weekend.  
Also to those to came down and had a look 
around at what was on offer and the brigade 
volunteer members Bill Chittick-David Smart-
Neil Breeze-Thomas Rebbeck-David 
Alexander- who, not only train and attend 
incidents as a matter of course, but who gave 
up parts/most of their long weekend to man the 

(Continued from page 33) 

sale, cook the BBQ, sell raffle tickets and set 
up/clean.  
The brigade raised a total of $3529.25 that will 
go towards items such as new portable fire 
ground radios for Valley 2 tanker and the 
purchase of safety and training equipment.  
With the left over donated items some were 
offered to another charity and the rest went to 
that giant garage sale in the sky. 
Also thank you to Mandy Breeze and Donna 
Parker who are partners of members of the 
brigade who came down in their own time to 
help out. Both Mandy and Donna helped with 
set up, selling, making coffee (Donna even 
cleaned the entire kitchen) and organising the 
sale items. A very unselfish thing to do for the 
brigade seeing that both these people are 
volunteers as well with WIRES, so thank you 
Mandy and Donna. 

Safety Message; 
With summer having ended, and the cooler 
weather around the corner, it is now time to 
start on the winter fire safety checklist.  
Some of the things to look at are

The cleaning of all wood fires/heaters. 
Soot build up (especially where 
chimneys and flues bend or turn) can 
clog and create an avenue for fire. 
Over summer birds/animals may have 
found your chimney/flue a great place 
to build a nest and they may still be 
there or the nests remain. 

Electric blankets need to be examined for 
fraying, exposed/damaged cords or 
breaks where the blanket was folded 
when put away over summer. If in 
doubt throw it out. 

Reinforce the message about heaters and 
hanging clothes over to dry. 

Teach children in flammable clothes about 
the dangers in sitting too close to fires 
and heaters. Leaving heaters/fires on 
and unattended. 

The use of dryers increases over winter so 
the cleaning of the filter and outlets 
should happen more often. 

The checking of smoke/fire alarms. 
Change the battery if needed, clean 
the alarm by removing dust or webs. 

Most importantly, more house fires occur 
in winter, is the need for an 
evacuation plan and to practice the 
fire drill is important. 

Members; the AGM is on at 7.30pm 7th April. 
All positions become vacant.  
Membership to be paid to stay financial thus 
allowing you to vote/stand at AGM. 

Craig Winter for KVVRFB 
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Claim the date!  
 

May 4                Café of the Gate of Salvation 

                           KV Hall 2 pm  

May 17                                  Dessert and coffee evening with              

                                                              Leigh Hatcher. Men’s session 

May 18                                 Dessert and coffee evening with              

                                                              Leigh Hatcher. Women’s session 

June 27                The Idea of North—Jazz concert 

May 1-3, 2009     Kangaroo Valley Arts Festival. 

Wot’s on in the Valley 

Monthly events 
 

Mon (1st) KV Rural Fire Service meeting – 7.30 pm – Fire Shed – Bill Chittick 4465 1242 
Mon (2nd) Senior Citizen’s Meeting  - 10.15 am – Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club. 
Mon (2nd) Environment Group – 6 pm – The Ambulance Community Complex –  
 Peter Stanton 4465 1688 
Mon (3rd)  A & H Meeting – 7.30 pm - K.V. Hall – Betty  Allan 4465 1154 

Tues (1st)        CWA 10 am to 12, 12 Speaker, 12.30 pm Combined Luncheon, 
1 pm to 2.15 pm Meeting 

Tues (2nd)        Pre School Meeting 
Tues (3rd)   Pioneer Museum Park Trust 10-00 am Elaine Apperley 4465 2026  
Tues (3rd)          KV Historical Society 1 pm Garth Chittick 4465 1367

Thurs (2nd) P. & C. Meeting – – KV  School 

Fri (2nd) View Club Gen Meeting &  Luncheon – 12 pm – Source at Kangaroo 

Sat (last)   Brogers Creek Landcare – Andrew or Liz 4465 1482 
Sat (3rd) Upper Kangaroo Valley Landcare, meet at Upper 

Kangaroo Valley Hall 9-11 am Contact Tess Heighes 4422 7147
Sun (1st) Family Friendly Contemporary Service – 9.30 am – Anglican Church 4465 1585 

Sun (2nd) Communion & Traditional Service – 9.30 am – Anglican Church  4465 1585 
 Communion Service 9 am  Uniting Church 4464 1034 
Sun (last) Fishing Club Competition day – Harold Sharman   4465 1140 

*

The Kangaroo Valley Voice is delivered free to all house and land holders within the mountain boundaries of the Valley 

*Subscription to the Voice is available at a cost of $36 per year  
Our data base of addresses needs to be updated regularly so if your address is incorrect please let us know. 

  Please tick the appropriate box:         I AM A NEW RESIDENT 
                                                              I HAVE PURCHASED PROPERTY 
                                                              SUBSCRIPTION  -  (Cheque or Money Order only thank you) 
                                                              CHANGE OR ALTER ADDRESS 
  Your Mailing Address:-         
                                         Name _________________________________________________________________            
                                                  
      
 Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________Post Code__________ 

K.V. Voice Office:-  Pioneer Farm, Kangaroo Valley 2577.   Phone (02) 4465 1621 

If you wish to advertise, have a story to tell, or know of any item you feel  would be of interest to our readers we would love to hear from you

Bi-weekly events 
 

Tuesday (2nd & 4th)  Lions Club  – 7 pm Carolyn Green 4465 1384 

Thursday (1st & 3rd) Men’s Group 7.30 pm - Bob Dunn 4465 1056 

Special events April 2008 

Organisations are invited to use this page to claim the date  

for any events they are planning, so as to avoid doubling up  

and clashes with other groups.  

Weekly events 
 

Mon – Fri  Bus Service to Nowra and   Highlands   -  
 4423 5990
Mon –Tues-Thurs-Fri  Mass   St. Joseph’s 11 am 
Mon Bingo – 5 pm  KVB&RC 
Mon 1-3 pm Women's Bible Study  
 Anglican Hall 44651585 
Mon&Wed 10-12 am Women's Bible Study -  
 Anglican Residence 44651585 
Mon Wed Thurs 1-3 pm Women's Care & share -  
 Anglican Hall 44651585 
Tues Men's Bowling - noon, Casual  
 Contact Club 4465 1175 & leave name  
Tues 10-12 & 6-8 Iyenga Yoga 44 651 364 
Tues 8 pm Meditation Group ph 0427 383 645
Tues Cuppa & kids Sunday School Hall 10am 
Wed Mass St Joseph’s 6-20 am 
Wed Rural Fire Service Training at Shed 6pm 
Wed              6-8 pm Iyenga yoga contact 44 651364 
Thurs            5 pm Golf Croquet 
                        Exercise Class 9-15 am KV Hall  
                      Walking group P.O. 10 am 
Sat                1 pm Social Bowls KV Bowling Club            

Sun              Bowling Club - 'Barefoot Bowls'  
 From 1 pm  
Sun KV Rural Fire Service Training – 
 Fire Shed  9 am 
Sun Anglican Church    
 8-30 am Traditional service  
 10 am Contemporary service and  
 Sunday School     
Sun Mass - St. Joseph’s Church, 11 am 

Saturday April 5          Horse and tack sale Melross from 10 am 

Sunday April 6                Groove on the green at the Kangaroo Valley Golf Resort 3 pm 

Wednesday April 23       AGM Kangaroo Valley Voice, Pioneer Farm 7 pm 

Friday April 25           ANZAC Day 
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SCHOOLS & CHURCHES

Preschool Jacinta Powell 4465 1327 
Public School Mark McCarthy 4465 1182 
P & C                             Dougall Blanch     4465 1182 
Scots College Ian Boyle 4465 1089 
Anglican Church  4465 1585 
Sunday School Irene Dunn 4465 1056 
Cuppa and kids Shannon Chittick 4465 1367 
Catholic Church Anne Dynon 4464 1910 
Uniting Church John Brentnall 4464 1034 

CHARITIES & SERVICE GROUPS 

CMR Institute Isabel Butler 4465 1248 
Lions Tony Barnett 4465 1800 
V.I.E.W. Club Betty Allan 4465 1154 
C.W.A. Gwen Nelson 4423 1193 
Amnesty Int. Libby Turnock 4465 1357 
Environment Pamela Davis 4465 2285
Wires  4862 1788 

AGES & STAGES

Cubs/Scouting Cathy Gorman 4465 1540 
Senior Citizens Bez McKenzie 4465 1873 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

A & H Society Betty Allan 4465 1154 
Alcholics Anonymous  Rick 4465 1113 
Brogers Creek Landcare Andrew 4465 1482 
Historical Society Garth Chittick 4465 1367 
FYRE   Karen Harrison   4465 1699
K.V.C.A.. Tony Barnett 4465 1800 
KV Garden Group Lee Sharam  4465 1756 
K.V.Rural Fire S Bill Chittick 4465 1242 
Iyengar Yoga Rose Andrews     4465 1364 
Osborne Park/Hall J. Lenz 4465 1272 
Pioneer Museum    Elaine Apperley 4465 2026 
Rock-Wallaby Melinda Norton 4887 8256               
Tourist Assn Sue Foster 4465 1165 
Upr/Rvr Prog Assn  D. Loneragan 4465 1364 

EMERGENCIES

Police 13 1444 or 4421 9699 
Ambulance 000
Poisons 13 1126 
Integral Energy 13 1003  
Lifeline 13 1114 
Fire 000 

SPORTS & EXERCISE 

Canoe Club Graeme Mounsey 4465 1597 
Cricket Club Greg Thompson         4465 1531 
Croquet Club Heather Kelly 4465 1608 
Fishing Club Vinnie Winch 4465 1448  
Golf Club John Rose 4464 2384 
Ladies Bowling Margery Good 4465 1341 
Men’s Bowling Phillip Chittick 4465 1035  
Pony Club Sharon Selby 4465 1186 
Tennis Club Nigel Lewis 4446 0638  

Group Secretaries - please check & update details


